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THE 



PREFACE. 



Gentlemen 

WE fee there is a necejffity for our travailing in 
the common road or High-way of Prefacing ; 
as if the Reader could neitJter receive nor digefl t/u 
Pabulum mentis, or fatten by the mental nourifhment^ 
without a preparatory. And yet we think it favours 
neither of civility^ nor good manners to fall on with- 
out faying fomething of a grace ; but we do not love 
that it fhould be fo tedious^ as to take away your flo- 
inackfrom the meaty and therefore tliat we may not be 
condemned for titat prolixity we miflike in others ^ we 
fhall briefly tell you how little we value the favour of 
fuch Readers, who take a pride to blafl the Wits of 
otJterSy imagining thereby to augment the reputation of 
their own : What unexpected fuccefs we have obtained 
in the publication of the former parts, will keep us 
from defpairing, tliat in this we fhall be lefs fortunate 
tlian in the other. But alt/tough our Books have been 
generally received with great applaufe, and read with 
mu>ch delight and fatisfailion, at home and abroad, 
(having travailed many tJwufand miles) yet we do 
not imagine tJum to be without their Errata's, for 
which they have fuffered very hard Correction ; this 
is a younger brother to the former, lawfully begotten, 
and if you will compare their faces, you will find they 
refetftile one another very much : Or elje match this 
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pattern with the former cloth^ you will find it of the 
fame colour^ woo\ andfpinning^ only it Jiaving pajfed 
tlie curious hands of an excellent Artist, he hath by 
fhearing and drejfing it made it fomewhat thinner^ 
and withal{ finer ^ than was intended ; however we 
hope it will pra1)f a *good lafting piece, and fervice" 
able* Y^ueQunot imagin the charge and trouble we 
have been at, in raifing this buildings which we mufl 
acknowledg was ereCled upon an old foundation. From 
theaSlions of others we gathered matter, which mate- 
rials we methodized, andfo formed this ftru£lure. We 
challenge nothing but the order ; it may be called ours, 
as the Bucentauro may be now called the Jame it was 
fome hundred of years fince, when the Pope therein 
fir n married tJie Duke (?/ Venice to the Seas, having 
been from that time fo often mended and repaired^ as 
that it is thought, there is not left a chip ofherprimi- 
tive building. So what remarkable flories, andflrange 
relations we have taken up on trufl, by hear-fay, or 
otherwife, we have fo altered by augmentatioti, or 
deminution^ (as occafion ferved) tltatthis inay be more 
properly called a new Compofition, rather than an old 
ColleSlion, of what witty Extravagancies are therein 
contained. As to the verity of thofe ingenions Ex- 
ploits, Subtle Contrivances, crafty proje£ls, horrid 
villanies, &c. we have little to fay, but though wefhall 
not ajfert the truth of them all, yet there are notie, 
which carry not circumflances enough to make appa- 
rent their probability. Aftd you may confidently be- 
lieve, that mofi of them have been lately aSled, though 
not by one, two, three, a f core, nay many more. To con- 
clude, (leafl we tire your patience with tedious pre- 
ambles) it is our defire that you will have a charitable 
opinion of us, and cenfure not our writings according 
to their defer t ; we are ready to condemn them, before 
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ycu examine their faults^ wliat would ye more? We 
are not infenjtble^ that ours are many^ and are fordt to 
bear the burden of the Printers too ; we know tlteflile 
is mean and vulgar ^fo are the Interlocutors^ and there-- 
fore mojl requifite and allowable ; the Subject is Evil^ 
(you Jay) and may vitiate the Reader; the Bee gathers 
honey from, theworjlof weeds ; and the Toad poifon^ 
from the bejl of Herbs, A n ignorant young Plowman 
learridfrom a Sermon Iww to fiealan Ox, by the Par- 
fans introducing a Simile; even as the ftubbom Horn 
is made foft, pliable, and to be (haped as you pleafe, 
by laying a Hot loaf thereon ; fo is &c. which lie 
trying fo effe£lually chan^dtlie fortn of the Ox-head, 
tfiat the right Owner knew not his own Beafl, There is 
m matter fo goody but may be perverted^ which is worfl 
of all, for y Corruptio optimi eftpeflima ; and there is 
no SubJeSl fo bad, out of which fome good may not be 
collected; this drolling difcourfe, willy I qiieflion not^ 
in the reading, prove not only facetious, but profitable^ 
which ifyoufindy we have obtaift^ dour dcfiredend. 

(Omne tulitpunSlum quimifcuit utile dulci.) 
Andfubfcribe ourfelves 

Your Friends and Servants 

Richard Head. Fra. Kirkman, 
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PART, IV. 



CHAP. I. 

Say ling from St. Helena, &c. Landing at MeflTma, 
the Captain, Latroon, %LC.feU Ship and Goods ; 
the Seameti falling out and killing one another^ 
they leave them and go for Palermo ; Thence they 
travel into the Country, and defcribe it with its 
Rarities and Wonders. A comical Adventure in 
a houfe fuppofedly haunted, as they travelled 
through Gergento with their Mulletteer. 

WHilft we anchored at the Ifland of St. He- 
lena there happened a fad Accident; whilfl: 
we were recreating and refrefhing our felves in the 
Ifland, one of our men (that brought us afhore in 
the Skiff) being an excellent Swimmer, ftript him- 
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felf, and over the fide of the Boat he went, he had 
not been long in the water before fuch as ftood 
on the fhore to fee him fwim, perceived a Shark 
to make towards him ; who cryed out, A Sharks 
a Sharks haften to the Boat ; which he did with 
incredible fpeed, and had laid his hands on her 
fide as the Shark fnapt at his Leg, and having it 
in his mouth turned on his back, and twifted it 
off from his knee. The fellow protefted to me 
that when this was done, he felt no pain any- 
where but under his Arm-pits ; the fellow was 
dreft and perfeflly cur'd ; afterwards this very 
Shark was taken by one of our men, fifhing for 
him with a great piece of Raw- Beef, and when 
his belly was ripp'd open, the Leg was found 
whole therein. From St. Helena^ having taken 
in frefh water, and gotten in fome other refrefh- 
ment that the Ifland afforded, we fet fail with a 
frefh breeze and good weather. 

Our Captain getting himfelf into the great 
Cabbin, gave the word for me, I coming to him, 
now, faid he, let you and I have a little private 
difcourfe together, to the intent that we may 
perfefl with fafety what we have enterpriz'd with 
hazard. You know my full intent as to the dif- 
pofing of the Ship and Goods to my own ufeand 
benefit, excepting only what is yours, and the 
reft of our Comrades : What your old friend in 
Breeches hath with great hazard ventured for, let 
her enjoy it freely fince fhehathdefervedit,aftd that 
you may fee the franknefs of my Spirit, go, get 
our friends together that I may inform them, 
that though I play the Rogue with others, 
yet I will be juft to them; your Newgate 
Birds will have fuch as wrong their own frater- 
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nity to be (ligmatiz'd, and branded with a name 
of Infamy indelible. 

I quickly got them together, and having pro- 
vided for us what Meat and Liquors (the bed) 
he had aboard, he then told us that we were all 
lieartily welcome, and that he was now, more 
than ever our friend, and having taken a good 
lufty draught of what he had before him, feeing 
it go round ; friends and fellow-Travellers, faid he, 
from my Childhood I have had wondrous and 
various viciffitudes of Fortune, in fo much that 
though the relation of feveral of your lives which 
I have had, feems very ftrange and eminently re- 
markable to me, yet when you ihall hear me giv- 
ing you an account of the tranfaflions of my life, 
which I ftiall trouble you with very fpeedily, you 
will look upon them as incredible as Mounjieur 
St Serfs Voyage into the Moon, or the Travels 
of Sir yohn Mandivle ; In all the various wind- 
ings and turnings of my life, I never was fettled 
long in one Condition. It is true, from very low 
and mean beginnings I have got to the height of 
confiderable employments, from a Parifh Child, 
I was for my Rogueries condemned to be tranf- 
ported, by fubtle deportment and infmuating be- 
haviour I changed my Doom, and was made 
Cabbin-boy, from thence I did gradually rife 
pafling through every Office that doth belong to 
a Ship till I was conilituted a Captain, feveral 
Voyages I have made to moft parts of the known 
World, and have gotten great fums of money, 
but no fooner did I call it my own, but it vaniftied 
hy (hipwrack, or I was taken Prifoner and loft 
it that way. I am now in my declenfion, and 
having a fairer opportunity than ever I yet had, 

B 2 
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or ever thought to have to enrich my felf, and (it 
down quietly in fome remote Corner of the World, 
I am refolved to lay hold on it. And now coming- 
near the Coaft ol Europe I fhall tell you my refo- 
lution, that I intend to make my felf a voluntary 
Exile to my own Countrey. In order thereunto 
I fhall fhape my courfe for the Streights, which 
will harbor my defign in difpofmg of my goods, 
neither will it be prejudicial to you to accompany 
fne thither, fmce from thence you may difpofe 
your felves to the befl and mofl flourifliing Coun- 
tries of the World. 

Here he paufed a while to hear our opinion, 
which we acquainted him with unanimoufly, that 
we were very joyful to continue longer in his 
company, and that we would fee him anchored 
in his defigned Port, or run what ever fortune 
fhould befal him ; having affured him this, he 
continued his difcourfe: Since I know your minds, 
and am, and fhall be obliged to you for your 
focieties, I fhall endeavour to requite your kind- 
nefTes : and that my words may not feem airy 
pretences without performances, I fhall make 
this Propofition which if granted, you fhall know- 
how I have fludied a way to gratifie you. It is 
this, Mafler Latrootiy the Scrivener there, and 
Drugfler, fhall give each of them one hundred 
pounds a piece to Miflrefs Dorothyy and that I 
may not exempt my felf from helping her forward 
into the World, I will give the like fum with this 
Box of rough Diamonds, which I know is worth 
as much more ; we all confented : next, faid he, 
every man according to his flock of money ex- 
pended in the procuration of what Commodities 
)ve have aboard upon the Sale thereof fhall re- 
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ceive it again, and his profit thereof according to 
proportion, with an equal dividend of what Goods 
was taken upon credit You (hall fee me fo jufl 
to you, that I will fomewhat injure my felf by 
taking no fraught from you, but inftead thereof 
the principal Officers fhall (hare with us, and the 
private Seamen (hall have double pay out of the 
fame Goods which we took upon truft. 

Upon this we all agreed, and the noife of this 
Agreement running through the Ship, the niceft 
of them all from the higheft to the loweft liked 
fo well the Knavifh-generofity of our Captain, 
that they all caper'd for joy, and having brought 
out what Brandy they had on the Decks, drink- 
ing the Captains Health, protefting to ferve him 
with their lives, they received Commands to (land 
away for Sicilia^ where in a little time we fafely 
came to an Anchor. 

Arriving at Sicilia an Ifland of the Mediterra- 
nean-Sea, feated between Italy and Africk, we 
made choice of MeJJina^ a City as it is the moft 
illuftrious one, in that all-fruitful and ever-flou- 
rifhing Ifland, fo it is for all manner of forreign 
Commerce as much crowded with the great Con- 
flux of ftrangers as mofl places in Europe ; here 
we landed, and foon found it the onely place of the 
world that would beft fit our purpofe : The Joy 
that poflfefs'd fuch efpecially that had never been 
there before, undoubtedly would have over-fwell'd 
its Banks and become boundlefs, had not the pru- 
dent forefight of fome of us hindred its increafe 
by informing there were fome black threatning 
Clouds of danger ftill hung over our heads, and 
that we could not be fafe till we had fettled our 
afiairs by the fale of our Ship and Goods, then 
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if they would ride poft to their pleafures none 
fhould ftop them in their Carreer; this feme* 
thing qualified their exultation and rejoycing, 
and every one officiated in his proper fund:ion. 

Our Commodities were not only excellently 
good in their kind, but extraordinary rich and 
valuable, the knowledge whereof foon reaching 
the ears of the Inhabitants and Merchants of 
MeJJina^ they came in Droves to us, becaufe it 
was troublefome to deal with fo many, we refolv'd 
to make a quick market of the Continent and 
things contained. Ship and Cargo altogether. 
This Propofition better pleas'd thofe wealthy 
Citizens, than if we had plaid the Huckfters with 
our Commodities, wherefore two of the moft 
wealthy and greatefl account amongfl them 
bought all, paying us ready money without a 
penny Credit. After that every man had received 
his fhare or dividend proportionably, and accord- 
ing to a general Agreement ; we divided our 
felves into parties as Intereft or Inclination lead 
us. The Captain, Scrivener, Drugfler, JaneyDoll^ 
and my felf were of one company, the Sea-men 
with the Under-officers of the fhip divided them« 
felves into feveral Gangs or Squadrons, who hav* 
ing more money now than their Great grand- 
fathers ever told in their lives, fell into fuch an 
excefs of Debauchery, that the Citizens thought 
that Hell had plotted a Conspiracy to difturb 
their quiet, and thefe were the EmiiTaries who 
fhould put it in execution. 

Getting drunk they frequently quarrell'd about 
their Sicilian wenches, and indeed to give them 
their due they feem by the out-fide to be worth 
the going to Logger-heads for, fometimes they 



Part 4. Witty Extravagant 7 

fell together by the ears, in that one that deferved 
not to have a quarter fo much as himfelf, yet had 
full as much ; and now having ftore of money 
they regarded their gentility, in that manner that 
they flood upon e;VQry pun6liiio to defend it from 
the calumnies and afperfions of fuch who had 
l^ut a little before been hail fellow^ well met : fo 
that now the leaft feeming affront would not go 
down with them, unlefs it were fleept in the 
blood that dropt from the Nofe of the Affronter, 
when there was a ceflation of Arms among them- 
felves, then would they ramble about the flreets 
like mad men, abufmg whomever they met, and 
were well chaflen'd for their pains, feveral of 
them coming fhort home. 

The City began now to mutter, and verily be- 
lieved them to be a parcel of Rogues that had 
fold what was none of their own, and probably 
to the ruin of many an honefl man ; and was 
therefore refolved to endure this outrage no 
longer. 

We hearing this, thought our felves very unfafe 
whilft in Medina, and therefore concluded to re- 
move thence to PalermOy a City in the fame 
Ifland of Sidlia, By enquiry I found the mofl 
convenient and cuflomary way of travelling thi- 
ther was by MuleSy which are plentiful for Hire ; 
I bargained for as many as would conveniently 
carry our company which were fix, and our money ; 
and fo with as much privacy as we could we de- 
parted Mejfina ; thefe Mules travelled very com- 
modioufly with us, and carried us over the moun-. 
tains both with fpeed and fecurity ; and although 
it was an hundred and eighty miles from the City 
we left behind us, to PalermOy yet we got thither 
in lefs ,then four days. 
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In this famous City of Palermo (the faireft of 
all others of Sicily^ and at prefent the Metropolis 
and Regal Seat) we flayed fome confiderable 
time, and laying afide for a while our fhifting and 
cheating, 6fc, having enough, that we might em- 
ploy our wits and inventions in nothing but con- 
triving variety of Recreations, and Pleafures, 
which were the novel, we cared not at what ex- 
ceffive rate we purchased them. 

The Captain and my felf being more than half 
glutted with City delights refolved, for fome few 
days to travel into the Countrey, and fmce it was 
fo famoufly noted, we would not leave it till we 
had feen thofe Excellencies and Rarities where- 
with it injoyes Fames Trumpet through the 
whole Univerfe. In order thereunto taking our 
leave of our Friends, and promifmg to return 
within five or fix days, we proceeded in our pro- 
grefs. In our fliort Itinerary we faw many brave 
Towns, and wonderful Places, which told, would 
exceed belief, as Mount jEtna^ and Mongibello^ 
Strombellow, &c. which though it belcheth inex- 
preflible and continual fire out of its bowels, yet 
hath its head notwithflanding (on that part where 
the fire iffues) covered with deep Snow till the 
midfl of Summer. In Meunenino is the lake 
Najliay where in three Eddies you may perfeftly 
perceive boyling water, which gurgles up with an 
intolerable ftink, and fometimes you may fee it 
fpew up flames of fire. It hath likewife in fundry 
other places divers other fountains of admirable 
nature and quality. 

In fome Caves and Grots we were fhown by 
the people, we faw the vaftly big and immenfe 
bodies of men in former time, which were 
accounted Monfters of Men or Gyants, or to 
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verifie the matter, they believe themfelves that a 
long time fmce, the Cyclops inhabited their Ifland. 
We found the People generally acute, and quick- 
witted, very facetious, and of a jolly temper, 
which fuited well with the Nature of the Coun- 
trey.- For to be brief, this Ifland is not inferiour 
to any other, either for its fatnefs or abundance ; 
exceeding Italy in the excellency of their Grain, 
Saffron, Honey, Beafts-skins, and other things 
either for Profit or pleafure, in fo much that as it 
was call'd by Tully the Granary of the world, fo 
Homer calFd it the Ifland of the Sun, and would 
have us believe all things grew there fpontane- 
oufly of their own accord ; the falubrity of the 
air is very excellent, as well as the abundance of 
terrene fuflenance, and plenty of all things necef- 
fary for mans ufe, and indeed may be counted 
the beft, which it either affords naturally, or pro- 
duceth by man's ingenuity. 

Wild-oats grow there, without fowing, and the 
Vines without planting ; their Wines are moft 
delicate, their fruit of all forts grow with g^eat 
plenty and goodnefs ; to be fhort, there is nothing 
wanting which may not only delight the eye, but 
pleafe the mofl critical Palat with whatever may 
be accounted guflful. 

Being almoft tired with variety of objefts 
abroad, and being not willing to trufl our Com- 
rads at home too much, fearing the temptation 
of a too long abfence, we concluded to return, 
which I perceived was no fmall trouble to our 
MuUetteeTy whom we hired to (hew us the Coun- 
trey, and the rather, becaufe he could indiffe- 
rently fpeak good Englijh^ intelligible at leafl, 
for this Rogue had not been accuflomed to fare 
as we made him do, and therefore he had been 
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well content to have travelled through the whole 
Univerfe at that Rate. Being homewards bound, 
and the day being far fpent, we came to a place 
called Gergento^ near which is the Territory of 
MatkarticUy a fmall Town, in which there were 
but few houfes ; however we rode up to the beft 
of them, and commanded our Guide to ask whe- 
ther we might have entertainment there that 
night : The Mafter of the houfe took it as a great 
affront that his houfe (hould be accounted an Inn, 
and anfwered him fnappifhly that he might look 
his mailers lodging where it was made a profef- 
fion to accommodate Paffengers on the road : he 
asked him, where fuch accommodation might be 
had ? to which the other replyed, he knew none 
nearer than three Leagues. 

Our Guide told us what he faid, which nettel'd 
me to fome purpofe ; infomuch that I could not 
but exprefs fome pafTion, and a great deal of 
trouble that we fhould be expofed to the travel- 
ling fo far, and fo late ; which the Gentleman 
taking notice of, feeing by my Garb I muft be a 
Gentleman, though a ftranger, and therefore 
could not be ignorant of the Latine tongue fo 
ornamental and univerfally ufeful, addrefl him- 
felf very civilly to me, and defired me (in Latine) 
that 1 would take no exception at whatever had 
pafs'd, that though his houfe was no Inn, yet 
he fhould be very glad to accommodate any 
Gentleman with a Lodging, efpecially in fuch 
an extremity, had he not been that very day 
deprived of the means by the arrival of 
fome friends of his from Syracufay which had 
filled his houfe excepting only one Room, 
which if I would not think with my friend too 
mean and unworthy for our reception, he fhould 
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gladly fpare it, and with it, what the houfe afford* 
ed. I tendered him in the behalf of my felf and 
the Captain a thoufand thanks, in the fame 
tongue, though not in fo quaint a diale£l, being 
fomewhat deficient in the propriety and Ideom 
of that noble Language, affuring him we (hould 
not be fo forgetful as to prove ingrrateful for this 
favour he was pleafed to confer upon us ; upon 
this we difmounted, and giving our Mules to our 
Guide we were condufted into a very handfome 
Rome by this Seignior de DomOy and careffed by 
him and his newly arrived friends as if we had 
been of their antient acquaintance. I could hardly 
forbear laughing outright to fee what a confufion 
the Captain was in, when they fpake to him, for 
they fpake to him in their own tongue, which is 
a rough Italian without any fweetnefs, which they 
perceiving he underftood not, they fpake Latine^ 
and then Spanifhy of all which he underftood not 
fo much as to make fenfe, and therefore anfwered 
them in French^ which none of them underftood^ 
fo that when he faw the diftorting of his eyes 
and mouth, which was (haped in a hundred 
forms (partly for confufion, and partly for vexa- 
tion) would not interpret his meaning ; he applied 
himfelf to his fingers, telling his ftory after fuch 
an antick manner, that as I laught,,the Company 
had much ado to forbear bearing me company : 
Seeing him grow almoft angry, I thought it high 
time to make an Apology for him, pretending 
that what I faid, was what he would have faid, 
but that his language was non-'intelligent in the 
Company. 

Supper, by that time we had chatted a little 
longer {modoltaliano) was ferved to the Table, and 
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with fome Ceremony feated our felves, without 
his Wife or Daughters, although he had both, 
and as I afterwards found, had fuch angelical 
countenances, that in (lead of obfcuring or ab- 
fconding fo great a luflre, he might have gloried 
in communicating their external perfeflions to 
our fight, which were illuftrated by the adjun£ls 
of fo many tranfcendent concurrences of beauti- 
ful Ideas, 

We did not German-V^^ after this Evenings 
Repaft, prefently fall to drinking as if we had 
lately fwallowed the Offals of half a dozen 
flaughter-houfes, and now were pouring down 
liquor in abundance to fweeten the Funnel or 
cleanfe the Common-fliore that the filth had con- 
taminated within us ; but inftead thereof we en- 
tred into very pleafant and agreeable difcourfe, 
every one having the liberty of inlarging it as he 
thought fit without interruption. 

Among a great variety of feveral Subjefts, that 
of Phantafms and Aparitions fell in our way, one 
affirming he believ'd that though Spirits might 
appear formerly, yet it would not enter into his 
belief that now there was any fuch thing ; Nay, 
faid another, methinks you may be eafily con- 
vinced of the contrary by thofe Legions of ftories 
to this purpofe, fo that I (hould think there fhould 
be fome Fire whence all this Smoak comes. Said 
the Mailer of the houfe, if you will not believe 
what is contained in fo many Volumes written 
by the Pens of fo many learned and pious Di- 
vines, believe yet the reports of fuch as now are 
living, have feen Phantafms in feveral (hapes, 
and have heard their terrifying noife, amongfl: 
whom I am one, and I ftiall tell you to toy great 
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trouble that this very houfe of mine is to this 
day, from a confiderable time fince, afflifted with 
horrible Apparitions. Gentlemen, faid he, fear 
not, he confines himfelf to one Room only, and 
fo, that he that lyeth in the next, Ihall be fo far 
from being difturbed, that he Ihall neither fee 
nor hear anything : and this is the Room, fpeak- 
ing to us, which this difturbed Fiend makes his 
Rendezvouz, and for no other reafon I refufed 
you Lodging, all my other Rooms being prepof- 
fefs'd by thofe Gentlemen my Amiga* s. This 
fhall not daunt us, faid I, but we will lie there 
this night that we may refolve to morrow what 
is now much doubted. 

Bidding them good night, feveral offer'd them- 
felves to accompany us till mom, but we refused 
it, judging their proffer a Complement by the 
pallid hue of their countenances. It was not long 
after our departure e*re every one in the whole 
houfe betook themfelves to their refpeftive Cham* 
bers there to take their refl. My ftout Captain 
(as I have fufficiently made appear) had no mind 
to take any, either for fear he fhould be caught 
napping by the Fiend, or elfe feeing him by 
flight, efcape him ; I was partly of his mind too, 
rather defiring to contend with a thoufand men 
than one Devil. The Captain and my felf fate 
up in our Room till we judged it to be about 
midnight, and then feeing nothing (our eyes being 
almoft fhut by fitting up fo long) we went to bed, 
and quickly fell afleep. 

0\xr Mullctteer (either having not filled his belly 
at Supper, or the remembrance of fuch excellent 
food which he had feen not letting him fleep till 
he had the. other bout with it) got up where he 
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lay, and having obferved where the Servants had 
placed on a flielf a large Mifli of moft incom- 
parable food in a fmall Clofet accompanied with 
feveral flasks of Flowrence-vilae, he foftly crope 
down the ftairs, and got to this Room where the 
deUghts of his heart ftood, but endeavouring to 
take down the difh (which proving too heavy for 
him to manage) flipt out of his hands, and in its 
fall broke down a fmall (helf that had a great 
many Pewter-plates theretm, with other rattling 
fluff, all which together made a fearful noife, and 
fo great that not a Perfon in the houfe but what 
awak'd thereat ; but fuch was their Courage that 
not one of them would ftir, for they now really 
concluded the Spirit was come, as for my own 
part my Captain and felf were fo terrified and 
affrighted at this hideous noife that we now be- 
lieved what reports we heard, and therefore were 
refolved to lye a bed, and fweat our felves to 
death, rather than rife in that reaking condition 
and endanger our lives by catching cold, as the 
fweat dropt from us, fo we trembled that the bed 
fhook, I am fure it was not with cold. 

Whilfi; we were in this fearful Agony, the 

Rogue our Mulletteer, who liftning what effefts 

this clutting Alarm would produce, and hearing 

no perfon ftirring, concluded we were all dead 

afleep through the whole houfe, fell on manfully 

rxn th^ Cheer that was before him, getting out 

Jottles of Wine, interloyning every bit with 

e foop of the bottle, having now ftuft his 

.d fill'd his head with the fumes of Wine, 

he drank at no aim, he gets to the flairs, 

e covetous and provident Rafcal fearing he 

be dry before morning, fleps back and 
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takes with him a flask of that wine he had already 
fo freely drank of, and mounts the flairs foftly 
with it in his hand, advancing to the top of the 
ftairs, direfUy againfl which our Chamber-door 
flood, he ftumbled upon the head of the flairs, 
and endeavouring to fave himfelf and the Bottle, 
he raifed that hand aloft, wherein it was, and 
falling, not being able to recover himfelf, dafht 
the Bottle againfl: our door with fo much fury, 
that I do not think there was a piece of the glafs 
in the flask the breadth of a fhilling, the fuddain 
furprize of this difmal and horrid thump made 
the Captain flart with fuch a leap that he fell 
out of the bed, bearing the Bed-flaff with him 
which fo rattled in his fall, that this added very 
much to the horrour that had invaded all our 
fpirits. This noife in our Chamber confirmed the 
juftnefs of their fears throughout the houfe, only 
that of our MuUetters was of a different nature ; 
for he believing his Maflers (as he calFd us) were 
getting up to find what was the matter, endea- 
voured to get down the faid way he got up, but 
groaping with his hands, met with the fhattered 
flask on the top of the flairs, which tumbling 
down to the bottom, the noife of the fra6lur*d 
glafs perfeflly refembled the gingling of Chains. 
It is impoffible for me to charaflerize their 
fear and fright, both which together had fo totally 
routed what courage they had within them, that 
a Corporal Pygmie with two files of revolted 
Cranes would at that time have taken them all 
I^rifoners. Our Mulletteer fearing by this fecond 
^larm that he fhould now infallibly wake fome of 
^He houfe ; who finding him in that condition 
Would undoubtedly fufpefl him of fome vilanous 
''^efign, therefore thought it his fafefl way to 
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march down again, and lay his Caxkafs any 
where till it was day, Being half -way down the 
flairs, he could hear the voice of one crying, li 
Diaboloy II Diabolo, The Devil, the Devil, repeat- 
ing it often, which fo affrighted him that he 
thought to have returned back, but hearing- the 
noife go from him, with the trampling- of feet on 
the ftones as in flight, he boldly purfued them, 
Quejio DiabolOy what Devil, and where, I am none, 
but I will fee what Devil you are. Thefe were 
three Rogues which had a long time defign'd to 
rob this houfe, not living far off it ; who were well 
acquainted with this houfe, and had heard that 
it was vifited by Phantafms ; now as they were 
about to mount the flairs they met with the flask, 
and broken glafs in it, which frighted them away 
from that enterprize as effedlually, as if the Devil 
with the gingling his Chains had come to meet 
them. 

Our Mulletteer had not been fo long a Rog^e, 
condemned twice to be a Gaily flave, and very 
narrowly efcap'd from being broken on the wheel, 
but that he quickly fmelt the plot of thefe three | 
Night-walkers, that they were only bent on mif- 
chief, fo taking advantage of the fright their I 
guilty Confciences put them in, he feized one of 
their Swords, which he exercifed fo well that 
they found they had another fort of fpirit to deal 
with, than what they had fled from ; it being a 
Devil incarnate ; disarming the Thieves he raifed 
the houfe, but with much ado, and had not done 
it, had he not fhown their light in their Dark Ian- 
thorn, none yet daring to be fo bold as to come 
down in the dark to light a Candle ; and now they 
began to creep out of their Chambers with as much 
caution, as if their way had been planted with 
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Spaui/k-necdles, The Captain and my felf waited 
when fome others would ftir firft, and others ex- 
fpefted the like from us, but at length calling off 
this enflaving Cowardife, we went down the flairs, 
meeting with the Gentleman of the houfe, ac- 
companied with fome of his laft nights Guefts, 
and fo defcended into the Court-yard together, 
where we found our Mulletteer with Swords 
enough to furnifli us all, his Captives lying at his 
feet not daring to flir ; thefe, faid he, are the 
Devils that haunt this houfe, but I will lay them 
for you, I will conjure them far enough off if you 
will but fay the word ; leading them into the 
Hall, we met with one of the Menials of the 
houfe whofe haile had made him (after an hours 
confideration what was beft to be done) to leave 
his Doublet behind him, yet forgot not his 
Sword. 

Upon his firft Examination they confeft what 
they intended to do, that there was four more 
in their company who had made their efcape, 
hut were ignorant of what they carryed with 
them. Their own confeffion was a fufficient con- 
viftion, and fo they were fecured for the prefent, 
by tying Neck and Heels together. 

The old Gentleman miffmg fome of his friends, 
began to condemn them for their fluggifhnefs, and 
fupinity ; come, faid he, let us take them nap- 
ping and in that pofture upbraid them with their 
floath: We hereupon followed him up ftairs,and 
entring their Chambers found nought but the 
furniture therein ; without fpeaking one word, 
away he ran haftily to his Daughters Chamber, 
but found that as empty of Lodgers as the reft ; 
^^^ a Cabinet which he committed to her cuf- 

C 
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tody gone, which was worth a very valuable fum: 
at the fight hereof you might have blown the 
old Gentleman down, had not paifion animated 
him and kept him up from finking, which he dif- 
charg'd fo violently on thofe that were left behind, 
which were the aged Kindred of the young man 
that had ftoln this fair Maid away, that as much 
as ever they could do to bear the fhock, but at 
laft unanimoufly protefting they were innocent 
and ignorant of what was done, and promifing 
they would ufe their utmofl afliftance and en- 
deavour in the fpeedy reftitution of his Daughter 
inviolated, he believed them guiltlefs, and begg'd 
them to be as good as their word. 

And now confulting what he fhould do with 
his Prifoners, he was advifed to fend his man for 
an Officer, and fecure them in a place not far 
diftant, erefted for the confinement of Felons, 
Murderers, &c. as he was going out he had for- 
got his Doublet for hafte, although he had his 
Sword on, wherefore he was call'd back, who 
being ordered to fetch it firft, was prevented by 
the Maids coming full butt as he was going in the 
fearch thereof, he would have pafs'd her, had I 
not perceived (he had a thing like a Wafte- 
coat on, and therefore calling to him, faid. Save 
your felf the labour, here is what you are going 
to feek for; coming back he found his Doublet 
on the maids back, I imagining whence this Mif- 
take did arife, to make our forrowful Landlord a 
little fport. Sir, faid I, Do you not fee your Maid 
hath got your mans Doublet already, and will 
no doubt, get his Breeches too if you do not pre- 
vent it ; and then looking to his leggs and feeing 
what a traiterous miftake he had committed; 
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Do you Sir, faid I, buy your mans Stockings of 
two different colours, the one is blue, you fee, 
the other grey ; hereupon the maids Stockings 
were examined and found to be on the one fide 
gray, the other fide true blue. This made the 
Company all laugh, neither could the old Gen- 
tleman forbear to fmile, but having other bufi- 
nefs to think on, commanded them to reftore to 
each other what they had ' borrowed, and he 
would take a time to examine the caufe thereof, 
plain enough from what was feen to outward ap- 
pearance. 

Thefe Rogues being committed to a publick 
Goal, he could not be quiet but he muft go into 
his Daughters Chamber again, and upon a re- 
view thereof found a Letter direfted to him, to 
this purpofe : 

Sir, 

YQU may juftly blame me for leaving your 
Houfe without your confetit or privity^ but 
wlien you Jhall confider it was to avoid my eternal 
ruine, I hope the Sentence and Puni/hment which 
my difobedience doth deferve may prove more fa- 
vourably merciful; hitherto you have been the 
fole Monarch of both mind and body, but play not 
the Tyrant by making my will your eternal Slave. 
Sir, Youth cannot look through thofe Spedacles 
which are ufeful to Age, nor can my inclination 
fuit with your choice, I am now tinth him whom 
I love more than my f elf nor can I efleem of tltat 
Gentleman ^/Catania whom you have feleSled for 
we, otherwife than the dejigned Murderer of my 
quiet. If yoiH willfequefkr me from my Choice, I 
willfeclude myjeljfrom all in a Monaftery, 
Having read thefe lines he raved out-right, 

C 2 
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fome times condemning his rigid defliny, then 
exclaiming againft the perfidioufnefs of fuch who 
under the pretence of friendfhip fhould be his 
undoers ; But having tired himfelf with thefc 
fruitlefs complaints, he foberly ask'd our advice 
what he (hould do in this intricacy. We all ad- 
vifed him to follow them clofe at heels with all 
imaginable expedition, the Captain and my felf 
promifing him ouf Company in the fearch ; the 
next day mounted werodetheway wherein wegueft 
the Gentlemen were gone with the young Gen- 
tlewoman, and having rid about ten miles from 
GergentOy the place from whence we came, we 
overtook two fellows who gave us caufe to fuf- 
peft them by their looks and habits, whilft I was 
acquainting the old Gentleman with my thoughts 
of them, they liking not our whifpering betook 
themfelves to their heels, which fo increafed our 
jealoufie, that with Whip and Spur I foon over- 
took them, they refifted me for a while, but be- 
ing overpoured by number yielded, fearching 
them we found little money, the old Gentleman 
viewing them ftriftly, faw his own Coat upon 
one of their backs, and now concluding that 
thefe were the Rogues that had his Cabinet too, 
made a very ftrift refearch but to no purpofe, 
they denying they had ever feen fuch a thing ; 
but this ferved not their turns, and although we 
fhould hinder our intent in profecuting a better 
difcovery, yet we thought it very requifite to re- 
turn and fecure them with the reft of their fellows. 
Coming home to his own houfe, he underftood 
that the maid which particularly had waited a long 
time on his Daughter was fuddenly gone, giving to 
none an account why or wherefore, but fhe was 
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uratch'd to go fuch a way : We were now all veri- 
ly perfwaded (he was gone in quefl of her Miftrefs, 
and that by tracking her, wefliould know where (he 
was. The advife was well refented and fpeedily 
profecutedy with fuch good fuccefs, as in lefs than a 
days time we found this Gillian and her compa- 
nion footing it in great hafte towards Catania^ 
but we (bon (lopt their Journey, and difcovered, 
they had got what the poor Gentlewoman was 
accufed of, (he had given it to her Friend to carry, 
but they were both like to bear the weight of the 
burthen. Examining her, (he confeft when (he faw 
her Miilre(s was gone from her Father, and ima- 
gining (he would be fufpefted to carry the Cabinet 
with h^r, (which would fupport her, (hould her 
Father frown for ever) (he took that opportunity 
to enrich her felf, and that Friend with her. 

It was well this timely difcovery was made for 
the (ive Rogues in Goal, it was as good as a Par- 
don after condemnation paft, and now the old 
Gentleman feeing he had loft nothing, and that 
hisDaughterwithherdifobediencewasunjuftlyfuf- 
pefted a thiefi he franckly protefted before us all, 
that he would never put a reftriftion on his 
I^aughters choice, but would freely give his con- 
fent to whom (he thought fo worthy as to be her 
Husband ; This Proteftatton was immediately 
difpatch'd away, by one that knew where our 
Lovers were, which happy News recall'd them 
home to their mutual fatisfa6lions, and that the 
fufferings of her Maid and Friend might not ec- 
lipfe the Joy and Gladneis which attended their 
Hymenial Rites, (he begg'd her Father to forgive 
them all, who to gratifie their defires profecuted 
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none of thofe notorious Offenders ; and fo weihall 
leave this joyful Couple to fpin out the Thread of 
theirdelightequallyto that of their lives education. 

Were ever men fo fear' d, did ever fright 
Sofeize weak Mortals in the dead of night f 
Could a bare noife affright when nought appeared f 
And being afraid we knew not what wefeat^d : 
One hid his head all underneath the cloaths, 
Left that the Fiend fhould take him by the Nofe : 
Dumb was he too^ for not a word did pafs^ 
Lefl that fhould tell him where about he was. 
My Frieftdy the Captain^ wliom I will not wrongs 
Did ne're before to mefmell half fo flrong : 
My panting heart (lalmoflflewd to death) 
Did beatfo fafl I could not draw my breath. 
Now comes the worfl, the noife approach' d more near^ 
All things combined for to increafe our fear. 
Mounting the flairs Old Nick wets drunk I think^ 
To break his Bottle^ and tofpill his drink : 
The ratling Flask tumbling the flairs amain^ 
Did make us tkifik the Devil /hook his Chain. 
But now tU appearance of the Morning-light^ 
Gave us new life, and put our fears to flight: 
For now we founds for all the peoples talk^ 
The Sfrit was quiet, but the Thieves did walk. 
This houfethefe haunted which were worfer Evils, 
Than Fiends or Goblins, Damn^d-incamate-Devils, 
This Apparition plainly did dif cover. 
That this fame nigttt the Maid lay with her Lover, 
For the Stockings and the Doublet did difclofe, 
Thematchtheymadehadthmmifnmtch'^dtkeirQoths. 
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CHAP. II. 

Tftey are Jhip'd from Palermo to Naples, by the 
way Mtftrefs Dorothy continues thejiory of her 
Hoftefs who was hanged with her Husband for 
a Murder^ the like was never heard of her note- 
rums eonfejfton at the Gallows of all her former 
Villanies: Latroons reflexions on it. Mi/Ire fs 
Dorothy and her Companion the Souldier^ re- 
turn for London. 

OUR MulletteervrdiS very well rewarded by our 
Entertainer, for the prevention of fo much 
mifchief, which had undoubtedly befel the Gentle- 
man, had not this fellow gone down at that unfea- 
fonable time to fluff his infatiate guts. And now 
taking our leaves (the Gentleman and his friends 
being very unwilling and forrowful to part with 
our Companies) away we came fhaping our courfe 
for Palermo, where being arrived and finding out 
thofe Friendswe had left too long, infinite was our 
fatisfaflion of meeting thus together again, but I 
I thought my Jinny would have been tranfported 
with joy when fhe faw me, but recovering her felf, 
fhe checked me feverely for flaying fo long from 
her beyond my promife. Our careffes were ac- 
companied with what choice Viands and Wine 
the City could produce. 

Havingnowpleafed our fight with the curiofities 
of this place, we concluded upon a remove ; and 
the next place pitcht on was Naples, and to the in- 
tent we might convey our moneys with greater fafety 
thither, we took up Bills at Palermo for 5000 
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pounds, drawn upon a Merchant of Naples^ paya- 
ableten days after fight Having fhipp'd our felves, 
with all conveniences, that our Voyage might not 
feem tedious, I defired Miftrefs Dorothy to divert 
the Company with the continuation of her Story. 
Ah Mafter Latroon! (faid (he) your Requeft re- 
news my grief, by putting me in mind of the lofe 
of my dear Companion Mall, however I ihall en- 
deavour to fatisfie your defire, and having given 
a fummary account to the Captain and the reft, 
which had not heard anything of her former rela- 
tion, of what was before difcovered,fhe commenced 
her following difcourfe where (he before left off, 
viz. her coming acquainted with the Soldier, and 
then ihe thus proceeded. 

Being rid of my great Belly, and having now 
gotten me a good round fum of money, I took 
my pleafure with as much freedom as my un- 
limited defires could prompt me to, I was fre- 
quently at the old womans the Hoftefs, {alias my 
Procurefs) where I found conveniences for all my 
fecret, crafty, and pleafant Defigns, and indeed to 
give her her due, fhe was no Back-friend to me, this 
was the place which I made my general Rendez- 
vouz ; here I did ufe to meet with my Friends, 
and here did I converfe with my Soldier of For- 
tune (as I have already told you) before I make 
any further progrefs, give me leave to rehearfe a 
Copy of Verfes (which I got by heart) of his own 
compofition, which he made upon the cunning^ 
trick he found in conjuring for food for his hun- 
ST/ Landlord and his own half famifht worfbip^ 
which were thefe : 
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HUngef^sa Whetftone that fo Jharpens Wit^ 
It cuts away for fome to feed by it. 
For (iomacks cramnid with Lethargies do blind 
The a6live wit, and hebetates the mind. 
The Grammer-fchoolwhenit hath fpawn^d the Fry 
Either to Oxford or to Cambridge hye: 
Where Ic/i they fhouldby too much food grow dully 
They fear ce in feven years Iiave their belly full. 
That BarrefUrs at Bar may louder bawl. 
See thefhort Commons that art in the Hall, 
^Tis plenty rufls our Valour ^ when we need, 
Rather thanflarve, we there can bravely bleed : 
For food we fight, for which we Gentry flattd, 
Want makes our wit as aSlive as our hand. 
Thus did my witfhew to my wants a way 
To fill its belly ^ and increafe my pay. 
Hence I mxiy fay that I do live by wit. 
For Fve got money, and a Wench with it, 
Grammercy Wit, help and ajjift me fHll, 
He ne're cait want that hath but Wit at will. 

This Souldier was a Gentleman of a good 
houfe, though fallen to decay, whofe education 
might have renderd him capable of confiderable 
employments, had not his Heroick inclination to 
the Wars taken his thoughts clearly off from 
every thing elfe. I appointed a day for this man 
of war, to attend me fome few miles into the 
Countrey, having got leave of his Captain we 
went together, in the mean time my Hoftefs was 
fpinning of Hemp, and by return had finifht a 
Rope for her felf and Husband : and thus it was. 

A fingle Gentleman came as a Traveller to 
lodge in her Inn, having fet up his Horfe, and 
his Portmantua carried to his Chamber, he 
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knocks for his Landlady, who comings up to him 
he acquaints her that he thought he fhould make 
a ftay for two or three days, and therefore deli- 
vers into her hands a bag of one hundred pounds, 
defiring her to lay it up fafe for him, fhe took 
the Bag and promifed to keep it fafe, and fo fhe 
did from him: The Devil was one of her Privy 
Councel who advifed her to perfwade her Hus- 
band to murder the Gentleman for his money, 
which thus they cunningly effefled as they 
thought, but he that did fet them at work will 
pay them their wages. 

At midnight fhe and her Husband entred the 
Gentlemans Chamber through a private door 
which was hid behind the hangings, a Sally-port 
for a thoufand Rogueries they committed ; mine 
Hoft with a Pillow he had brought with him, and 
the afliftance of his wife, fmothered the Gentle- 
man as he lay in his bed, having fo done, and 
putting on his Cloathes, they laid him down in- 
to the Stable, and there with a Rope ty'd to a 
beam, they hung him up, and fo went to Bed ; 
In the morning the Hoftler going into the Sta- 
ble found a Gentleman there hanging, upon 
fight whereof he ran into the houfe with an Out- 
cry, which quickly reacht the ears of the Neigh- 
bourhood, fo that in an inftant the houfe was 
filled with people, every one giving his Verdift 
as his imagination prompted him ; the general 
Vogue was that for fome difcontent he had thus 
defperately made away with himfelf. This old 
Beldam had the impudence to come into the 
Throng of the people, and there declare her 
Hypocritical forrow for the death of her Gueft, 
protefting that Ihe would have given an hun- 
dred pounds with all her heart, that no fuch 
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thing had hapned in her houfe. I took notice, 
faid the Hoft, of his extraordinary melancholy 
laft night, and reproving him for his unfociable* 
nefs, he clapt his hand upon his breafl, and with 
erefted eyes to heaven, he groaned fo loud and 
long that I thought it would have been his laft. 
This prodigious lye would have wrought won- 
derfully upon the belief of the People, being a 
ftrong Circumftance of his defpair or great dif- 
content, had not this unlucky boy which I told 
you of before, cryed out, true good people, I 
heard him groan too, but it was when my Maf- 
ter and Miftrefs were hanging him up in the Sta- 
ble, what they h^d been doing with him before 
I know not, but I faw them as I lay under the 
manger bring in his body, which feem'd to me as 
dead, and had they feen ine, I believe I had not 
been now living; my Miftrefs had the chiefeft 
hand in this work as I judge, for ftie got up into 
the Rack, and ftradling the beam tyed the Rope, 
then did my Mafter raife the body in his Arms 
for her to put the noofe about his neck ; this is a 
truth faid he, for which I will rather dy then deny. 
His Mafter hearing this, and being confcious 
to himfelf that this was no ly which the boy 
faid, betook himfelf to his heels, whilft his wife 
with a brazen countenance was juftifying her in- 
nocence. The people feeing the flight of one, 
and the matchlefs impudence of the other, con- 
cluded them guilty; and laying hands on her 
firft, and hold of him after, they fecured them 
with the boy till the Conftable was fetched, who 
came immediately and carried them before a 
Juftice, where being examined they ftood out 
ftiffly in their own vindication, maugre the boys 
peremptory and undaunted accufation ; In fine 



28 The Englijh Rogue : Or, Part 4. 

their guilty confciences would not let them lon- 
ger perfift in their juftification, but confeft the 
Fa£l that it was an hundred pounds which was 
committed to their chaise by the Gentleman, that 
firft tempted them to f mother him, the Devil 
helping them to way they thought undifcover- 
able. They were committed to a Goal, where 
they lay till Aflfizes ; at which time they were 
both fentenced to dye. 

Glad was I that it fhould come into my head 
to ramble into the Countrey at that nick of time, 
for my extraordinary familiarity with them might 
have raifed a fufpition to the endangering of my 
perfon, befides the boy which accufed them had 
a fpight againft me for caufmg him to be foundly 
bang'd fometimes for fome Roguifti trick he 
ferved me ; one he play'd a little before this Mur- 
der was committed, and being bafled for it, \ 
heard him fay mutteringly, he would find a time 
to be even, judge you whether he be not, how- 
ever thus he was an unhappy Roguifh boy, yet 
Heaven judged him a fit Inftrument to difcover 
a deed fo bloody and horribly wicked. 

Coming to the place of Execution, I could not 
fee in my Hofts face any confiderable marks of 
remorfe or penitency, only the fear of Death had 
fcrewed his face into a hundred ugly affrighting 
formes: She for her part afcended the Ladder 
after fhe had feen the death of her Husband, with 
magnanimity and Courage ; having been in Pri- 
fon according to report, the greateft Penitent 
that ever was known to go thence and fuffer as 
a Malefaflor, I fay (he (landing undauntedly on 
the Ladder, fpake to the People after this manner, 
which I here recount as carrying fome very re- 
markable things in it 
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The Speech of a Notorioufly-wicked Woman 

at her Execution. 



CHriJKan People^ the greatnefs of my fins Iiave 
cry^d loud to Heaven for Vetigeance a longtime^ 
hut Mercy liath interceded for ttu prolongation of my 
life, to g ive fnea loftg and fair opportunity for Repen- 
tance, but this long forbearance Itath but hardned my 
heart^andmadeitobdurate; fo tluit my black and /wr- 
rid Sins grew fonumerous that t/tey awakened divine 
Juftice(which hit/iertofeemed tofleep) to find me out, 
and bring me to this fhameful and condign punifh- 
ment, Aslamtierebeforeyouafad fpeilacleofmife- 
^yjol hopeyou will begof Godmercyformy poor fin- 
fuljoul, which from my Cradle to this timehathbeen 
polluted not with Crimes of a common Die, butfuch 
as were conceived in the Womb of Hell, and Mid" 
wiv'd by me into this wicked world. Wluzt Tragi- 
cal unpattem'd Mifchiefs they have ailed on the 
Theatre of my native Countrey^ my tongue (t/uit 
curfedAcceJfaryin the ruine of fome Families )fliall 
not conceal from you, fince I cannot hide thetnfrom 
the knowledge of God Allmighty. 

Wfien I was fo young Iivanted power to perpetrate 
Villany^ Ihadftrong inclinations to the ailing titer e- 
of! Iwasnofooner wean'd, but I /tad like toltavekil- 
led that Mother who gave me life, by pricking her in 
t^tenakedbreafiwitha Bodkin I took out of her Head- 
chat Its, fhe being thai Italf afieep, holding me in her 
^cip, when I arrived to the age of fifteen, the boiling 
of nty blood would not let me refi till I had fome- 
^luitqualifieditsheatin the unlawful reception of a 
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young fftan, afterwhichfinfulaillfotindfnyfelfwith 
Child^ to prevent the Jhameivhereof I murdered it, 
ihinkingto hide one fmaller Jin by thegreatne/s of an- 
other; the deathi amabout tofufferJhotUd have been 
the reward of that execrable murder; andlnowwijh 
it had been fo, for tfien I had notjirangled in thevery 
birth (to abfcond my whoredom, from, my Husband) 
a Child, the produSl of my infatiate lujl with a 
Blackmoor, who afterwards loji his awn life in the 
deftruilions of my Husbands ; neither fiad I been 
tlu caufe of the death of two tnore^ had I not beett 

tite bafely obfcene Projlitute to tliem, both, 

ButonemoreremarkablemurderthenanyyetJhaye 

related, I mujl not conceal^ the burden whereof li^^ 
like a mountain on my already over-loaded Confcience, 
Pajftng one time for a matd, though then a common 
debauchedwhorc, this Inn-keeper, {ntyfellow-fufferefy 
andjujilyfo, Unce he was my Co-partner and Com' 
plotter in a thoufafid Rogui/h Contrivances) courted 
me to be his Wife: being informed of his wealth I 
eajily condefcended^ not regarding his goodnefs fo 
much as his Goods, and left he might find what I 
was on our Nuptial Night ; I caufed a pure, but 
poor Virgin who^n I hired to lye in my place for that 
time, but over-fleepingher prefixt time I had ap- 
pointed for my exchanging places with her, I ^^ 
forced to fire the houfe, in which confujion fhe run- 
ning down to a Well in the yard to get water, I pur- 
fu^her, and partly to be revenged, and partly to be 
Jecured from her future difcovery, I tumbled her 
into the Well, and there fhe perifhed; As to thelafi 
murther of this Gentlemen, I mufl needs confefswy 
Husband, though fuperlatively wicked, had no incli- 
nation thereunto.hadlnotperfwadedhim; nay, up- 
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braided him withpufillanimity and cdwardizeif he 
would not be my Coadjutor and AJJiJiant therein. 
Now do I wijh from the bottom of my difconfolate 
Soul^ I had as many lives as deaths I have occafton-- 
edjoofferupasa Sacrifice which might expiate fo 
many crying fins of murder^ as I liave committed in 
my life time^ this one is too fmalla fatisfaSHon for 
the lofs offo many, A nd had I not forfeited it to t/ie 
Law.yet I ought not to live, confideringthedebaucfted 
courfe of life J ever liv'd^ being no more than a rank 
JHnking weed, which kindred, nay choak\i tfie 
growth of wholefom herbs andflowers, which ot/ier^ 
wife might have proveddelightfulin their fragrancy. 
And now to conclude, if you intend to efcape this 
fltamefulpunifliment, and not to be made an example 
to others, as lam fww to you, fhun all thefe Vices 
and Debaucheries which have dragged me to this ac- 
cur fed end, afiddo notprofnife to your f elves a better 
conclufion, if from tlte beginning thereof you con- 
tinue theprof eaitionof vicious anddebauchedCourfes; 
Iwasas confident as any heorfhe here, that /tanging 
was too ignominiotis a death for fuch apiece of Gal- 
lantry as I was, but affure your f elf Heaven has no 
if^efpedl of perjons ; the Sword of Juflicefparesno 
more the fltining Gallant and huffinglir^wo, than the 
meaneflfmutty Tinker; Andfodefiring the Prayers 
of the Spectators for her, having retidred lier private 
Applications for her eternal concern, fhe gave the 
fign to the Hangman, and fhe wasfo turned off. 

This fpeechof the dying perfon Ml^r^k Dorothy 
rehearfed to me, with fo much pafTion, giving each 
word fo becoming an accent, that I muft confefs to 



32 TJu Englijh Rogue : Or, Part 4. 

you It wrought wonderfully onme,nay it foftartled 
me, that I now began to confider what would be- 
come of me fmce laying afide murder, (having 
never imbrewed my hands in blood) I was more 
notorious in all manner of Vice than the narrow- 
nefs of a female Soul could be capable of imagi- 
ning much lefs of adling, why (hould I then hu- 
mor myfelf into a fancy of efcaping, fince I have 
feen fo many difmal Examples of this nature, 
fome whereof I have told you, and more I fliall of 
my intimates in the profecution of my Story, who 
notwithftanding they have craftily endeavoured 
to conceal their nefarious aflions and proje£lions, 
yet have been found out by the omnipotent, nay 
then when they thought him to fleep over their 
hainous tranfgreflions, which puts me in mind of 
an excellent pafl*age of Juvenal^ though he be a 
Heathen, in his Satyr 13. 

Fatebere tandem 

Nee furdum^ nee tirejiam, quenqnam ejfe Deorunt, 

Let us confefs, Jince we at lajl Jhall finde^ 
None of the Gods are either deaf or blind. 

Craving pardon of MiftrefsZ^^r^/A^, I defiredher 
to proceed, which fhe did in this manner: Having 
ftaid the Execution of my old friend (which was no 
fmall troubletome,)butdurftnot be prefent left fte 
fhould difcover my Rogueries too, fmce fhe was fo 
ingenious to acknowledge her own to the world ; I 
fay, I ftaid no longer than to get what things I had 
ready, and defiring theSoldierto attend meto Lo^^' 
don, he had fo much favor from his Office, as to get 
a furlow for eight weeks, and fo away we march'd: 
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Immediately after our arrival, I took Lodgings 
in Cavent-Garden, and having cloath'd him like a 
Gentleman as he was, we agreed to call each other 
Coufin, lodging under one and the fame Roof. 
His company was very agreeable and complaifant, 
which made me take a great delight in his fociety. 
He had a good command of his Mother-tongue, 
expreffing every thing eloquently and facetely, 
which his invention furnifhed his mouth withal ; 
when at any time we were alone, he would be 
continually telling me one Story or other, but 
chiefly a great many beyond Sea Cheats, fome 
whereof he was an eye-witnefs, but becaufe they 
all concerned his own Sex, I defired that he would 
give himfelf the trouble to recount fomething of 
ours ; undoubtedly, faid I, you were acquainted 
with the females abroad as well as at home, and 
I cannot be fo ignorant to believe you have not 
converfed with them. Yes, replyed he, or elfe I 
had been to blame, and fhould have loft one of 
the principal ends I went for. If I had not been ac- 
quainted as well with the Madam, as th^MonJteur; 
but, continued he, I do not think it proper to re- 
count any of the frailties of women to one of that 
Sex, that difcourfe is more proper with men when 
we triumph and boaft of our witty encounters, and 
waggifh over-reachings of that Sex. But, re- 
plyed I to him, as you have done all this, and fpent 
fome time in the recitals, fo I pray let me further 
engage you to acquaint me with fomewhat of that 
nature. That you may fee, replyed he, how much 
I am your Servant, I will obey you, and tell you 
two Stories of twoavomen, who were excellent, and 
their Stories confiderable different. 

D 
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CHAR III. 

The Gentleman Soldier gives an account how he 
came acquainted with an extraordinary beautiful, 
yet feemingly referved Courtezan, who flighting 
him having f pent all upon her, he makes himfelf 
amends, by cheating her of what fhe had gotten ; 
he gains acquaintance with a Mercers Wife by a 
mi/lake, or rather by Letters falling accidentally 
into hishafids, that were fent her by Iter Inamo- 
retto, by which means he finds afufficient reward, 
befides his fenfual enjoyment of fo lively and grate- 
ful a Miflrefs. 

BE pleafed to know then, continued he, that 
when I came firft into Paris, I fuppofed that 
as I was young, handfome,and in a very rich gentle 
Garb, fo I did believe that it would not be long 
e're I fliould have fome Meffage or invitation from 
fome Madam or other, but although I waited long 
for this Adventure, yet I met with nothing to that 
purpofe, but all the /^r^wr^-Ladies although they 
are in their converfe open and free, yet come up 
clofe to them, and they are as coldas Z^^^^iw^^or 
th^at which is colder. Charity, they would not at 
all be fo charitable to me a ftranger, as permit me 
to clofe with them, fo that I thought I muft have 
returned from thence as wife as I went, for any 
thing I fliould know of women ; I finding that 
of my felf I could not do any thing, therefore I 
obferved thofe of my acquaintance what they did 
in that Cafe, and at length I found that for all 
their braggs they were as well fumiflied with Mif- 
treffes as I was, and indeed had none, or at the 
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Jeaft none at all that they durft particularly own, 
but a poor common Courtefanna : I feeing there 
was no better to be had, was refolved rather than 
fail to put in there, and to play at fmall Game 
rather than ftand out : wherefore I took the next 
opportunity of going with one of my acquaint- 
ance to one of thofe houfes, but although I had 
failed a great while, yet my ftomach was fo 
fqueamifli that I liked nothing that was there, 
but only in drinking and talking fpent fome time 
and fo departed. 

I was obferved whileft I was there by an old 
grave Matrona, who two or three days after, 
meeting me, alone, told me that (he had feen 
me at the houfe aforefaid, by which (he could 
guefs at my bufmefs, and finding that there was 
never a Difh that liked my Pallat, and being de- 
firous to be civil to, and accommodate all ftran- 
gers, ftie would pleafure me fo far, as to bring 
me acquainted with the moft celebrated beauty 
of all Paris. I liked her Propofition ; firft gave 
her thanks, and then told her if (he would name 
the time and place, I would gladly wait on her; 
She told me that (he was ready at all times and 
in all places to ferve me, and that I might there- 
fore appoint what time I pleas'd. I who had no 
bufmefs but my pleafure anfwered that if fhe 
would about four of the Clock in the afternoon 
come to the Place where we then were, I would 
not fail to meet her, (he telling me that (he would 
come at the time, we parted ; I went to fprucifie 
my felf and put Money in my pocket, and (he 
went as I fuppofe to prepare the Madam to re- 
ceive me. The time being come, I went to the 
place appointed, where I met with my Conduc- 
trefs who already waited for me, I went with her, 

D 2 
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and in (hort time we arrived at the houfe in- 
tended, I was conduced up ftairs, and received 
by the Lady with nauch kindnefs ; the old woman 
made a Speech to us both, tending to the pur- 
pofe intended, and then wine being call'd for and 
a Banquet, we regalled our felves, and fpent our 
time in pleafant converfation ; the old woman 
knowing what I came for, in convenient time left 
me alone with the Lady, who permitted nie^ to 
take the fatisfaftion I defired, and then I giving 
her a handful of Crown-pieces, which was the key 
of the work, and fhe promifmg me a continuance 
of her love. The old woman was again caird 
for, when (he came we renewed our difcourfe, 
which continuing for fome time longer, I alfo 
giving fomewhat to the old woman, and the Ser- 
vants of the houfe, we foon after parted 

As I went to my lodging I confidered of the 
Adventure I had met with, and the next day en- 
quired what this Lady was, and upon enquiry 
found that fhe was a Right B<ma Robuy but fuch 
an one that was not ordinary, but referved, and 
only kept company with the better fort of Mon- 
fieursy I was well enough {deas'd, with what had 
happened, and was refolved during my flay ii^ 
Paris to look no further after any female, and 
accordingly I often frequented her houfe, and 
was received as kindly as I could expeft, I 
commanded the houfe in all I pleafed, and lay 
there when I thought good ; but this my plea- 
fure confumed and confounded my pocket, and 
my allowance from England being but fmall, was 
m Ihort time fo wafted that I could not hold out 
to Ipend fo largely as I had done, and as the 
Itrength of niy pocket decreafed, fo did her love 
dimmilh, and when I had no more mony, ^ 
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had no more love. No longer pifie^ no longer dance, 
and now as others had formerly been denied, and 
kept out of her doors, to entertain me, fo then 
the doors were (hut againft me for others ; I was 
vexed at the bafenefs and ingratitude of this 
woman, and refolv'd to be revenged of her if I 
could, and I made it my only ftudy to do fo, I 
had written into England for mony, which was 
in fliort time to come, till when I plaid the good 
husband, and (laid within doors, and fo recovered 
my expences, fo that when my mony came, I was 
in Capacity to put new CloaUis on my back, and 
good ftore of Crowns in my pocket, I likewife 
borrowed fome Rings of fome of my acquaint- 
ance, to whom I communicated my defign, de- 
firing their a(ri(lance, which they accordingly pro- 
mifed me. Being thus well fum](hed, and fet out 
with good outfide, new Clothes, I again attempted 
to fee my quondam Midrefs, but was the firft 
time denied entrance, although I was fo liberal 
as to gfive the Servant a Crown-piece, and thereby 
had the means to difcover that I had more of the 
fame in my pocket, but the next time that I came 
thither, I was admitted, and my Miftrefs plea- 
fantly faluting me, told me that I was very wel- 
come from my Voyage : I ask'd what Voyage ? 
fte told me from England ; I replyed I had not 
been there lately ; (he told me that then fome 
body had abufed her and me both, and told lies 
of me ; for, (aid (he, I did not que(lion if you had 
been in thefe parts, but I (hould have feen you, 
where you alwaies have been welcome ; for, con- 
tinued (he, you know that fo long as I have a 
houfe you may command your welcome in it ; I 
but, thought I, to little purpofe, and concluded 
that all thefe terms, of welcome were but words- 
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of DifTimulation, and would laft no longer than 
my money did in pocket, but being refolved to 
profecute my defign, I would not fo far take no- 
tice of what (he faid as to quarrel with her about 
it, but ufing my former wonted freedom, I fate 
down, and calFd for fuch Wine and other things 
as I had a mind to, and fpent two of three hours 
very pleafantly with her ; and by that means rcr 
newing my acquaintance, I gave no occafion of 
diftrufl of what I intended. During my flay 
there, I gave her the convenience of feeing a rich 
Gold Watch I had in my pocket, and feveral 
Rings I had on my fingers, and that my pockets 
were very well lyned with Silver and Gold, and 
drawing out as much as was fufScient, I delivered 
it to her Servant to provide a Supper againft the 
next night, when I told her I would return and 
fup, and lye there, ihe telling me I fhould be 
welcome, we for that time parted. I then went 
to two or three of my acquaintance who were to 
help me in my Defign, and direfling them what 
to do, the time appointed being come, I went to 
her houfe, and knowing that my Miftrefs was a 
great Lover of wine, and that it would be necef- 
fary to make her drunk, I carried fome bottles 
with me ; being arrived there, fhe again kindly 
welcomed me, and pleas'd her eyes with behold- 
ing my rich Suit of Cloaths, my Watch, Rings, 
and the fulnefs of my pockets, not queftioning 
but that I would leave a good part of thefe be- 
hind me, but ihe reckoned without her Hoft, as I 
fliall prefently tell you. 

Supper being ready we fate down at the Table, 
and did eat plentifully, but did drink more abun- 
dantly, I telling her that (he muft be merry, (he 
to oblige me drank of her Cups fo roundly, that 
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fhe fell afleep as fhe fate at the Table, from 
whence I caufed her to be carried to bed, where 
(he was no fooner laid, but fhe fell a fnoaring. I 
then having given the Servants a dofe of the fame 
Liquor caufed them to go to Bed, telling them 
that I could undrefs my felf, and go to bed with- 
out their afliftance. 

I then being alone looked about to fee what 
was to be done, I there faw a Cabinet wherein 
was the womans Jewels and money, and looking 
a little further I faw her Cloathes, and fome 
Plate, and not long after my friends whom I had 
appointed being come, I began to work, firft I 
threw down out at the window her beft Cloathes, 
and all my own, arid by the help of her Garters 
I let down the Cabinnet, her Plate, and fo much 
as the (liver Candleftick which we had ufed ; this 
done, I left the window open, and then went to 
Bed to my Lady, who although {he flept hard at 
prefent, yet before morning Ihe awaked, and 
then we fpent our time as we formerly had 
done; and being fomewhat wearied, we again 
went to deep, but about an hour after awaking 
and finding that it was broad-day-light, I called 
out for the Servant to bring me my Clothes that 
I might rife, in regard (as I faid) that I had fome 
bufmefs to difpatch that morning. But the Ser- 
vant looking about for them and not feeing them, 
nor her Miftreffes, nor the Cabinets, nor the Can- 
dlefticks, and miffing many things, which fhe had 
over night left in the Chamber, and feeing one 
of the Chamber windows open, fhe cryed out, O 
Lord Madam; we are robb'd; at this cry her 
Miflrefs drawing the Curtain, ask'd what was the 
matter for that noife? O Lord, replyed the 
wench, we are robb'd, for I cannot fee your 
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Clothes, your Cabineti your Plate, nor feveral 
other things. Heavens forbid, faid the Miilrefs, 
I hope you lye ; no truly Miflrefs, continued the 
wench. Where then, faid I, is my Clothes? 
They are likewife ftolen, replied the Wench, for 
I cannot Ifind them. At this word I feem'd to 
be mightily ailonifhed, and thereupon I faid, 

Madam, put thefe Tricks and Gulleries upon 
others, and not upon me, who can fee through 
all your difguifes, what do you intend, or think 
to chowfe me in this manner ? How, my Love, 
replyed fhe, what do you fay? Now you fee I 
am utterly ruin'd, is this all the comfort yoi» will 
give me ? No, no, replied I, you muft fing an- 
other fong, or elfe ile make you, becaufe you 
faw I came hither with good Clothes, and my 
pockets cramm'd with Money and Jewels, you 
think to catch me with this trick, making me be- 
lieve that you have been robb'd, but I ftvear to 
you, continued I, that you fliall not cany it thus, 
and that I will go to the Magiftrate and have 
you and your Family every one of you clapt up; 
and having thus faid, I leapt out of the Bed; and 
naked as I was in my (hirt, I went to the window 
and cryed out Thieves. This poor woman now 
more dead than alive, feeing that befide her great 
lofs> Ihe was likely to receive a great affront, 
leap'd alfo out of tlie Bed, and falling about my 
neck, with lifted up hands, and tears in her eye^ 
begg'd of me to have pity on her, and that now 
after Ihe had loft all, I would not go to ruine her 
quite in her Reputation ; I therefore feemed to 
be moved with her Prayers, but faid to her, muft 
I be forced to live here for want of Clothes to 
go out ? No (replyed fhe) go to Bed again, and 
I will fend to one of my friends to borrow a fu jt 
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of Clothes for you, and thereupon (he imme- 
diately fent away to a French-Km^t who was 
one of her Gallants, to borrow one of his beft 
Suits of Clothes, pretending that ihe had a fancy 
to difguife her felf in mans apparel. The Meflen- 
ger foon returning, and bringing a fair Suit of 
Clothes, and all other neceffaries, I arofe, drefled 
my felf, and taking my leave of my Miftrefs, went 
to my friends, where upon examination of my 
Cabinet, I found that I had increased my ftock 
to above twice as much treafure as I haid fpent 
upon her, and a good Suit of Clothes into the 
bargain : He having finiihed his Story (faid Mif- 
trefs Dorothy) I told him he was very hard hearted 
to ufe a poor Lady fo, and one who had been fo 
kind to him, and that although fhe had refufed 
him admittance when all his Mony was fpent, 
there is fome reafon for it, for it is poflible faid I, 
you would have brought her and your felf into 
extream beggery ; well, replyed he, I know you 
«U'e not a competent Judge in this cafe, and there- 
fore I was unwilling to acquaint you with any of 
thefe matters ; but, continued he, I will if you 
pleafe, proceed in tiie other ftory I promifed you, 
and fo conclude. 

I defiring him fo to do, he went on thus : I 
heing in this manner, faid he, revenged of one 
Miftrefs, did refolve to leave her off quite, left Ihe 
^ould in time pay me off in my own Coin, and 
did endeavour to get another, but could not meet 
with or find any to my mind ; but I and one of 
thofe of my acquaintance who had affifted me in 
^y late exploit, one day talking of our female 
friends, told me that indeed, although he had not 
gain'd fo much by a Miflrefs at once as I had 
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done by mine, yet he had fuch a Miftrefs as had 
vbin not only pleafing, but very profitable to him, 
for faid he, I can command fifty or a hundred 
Crowns at any time ; I marry Sir, faid I, that is 
a good Miftrefs indeed, and is more than ordi- 
nary ; yes replyed he, ftie is no ordinary perfon. 
I hearing him fay fo, knew it was to no purpofe 
to ask her Name and Quality, but did refolve fo 
to watch him that I would find it out, I ufually 
therefore kept him Company and like his ihadow 
ftill attended him, but he being as cunning as I 
was crafty, fo privately mannag'd his amours, 
that I could not poffibly find him out, I there- 
fore fometimes lay with him, and took the op- 
portunity of fearching his Pockets for Letters, 
but found none, fo that I was very doubtful of 
attaining my Ends, which was to difcover who 
this unknown invifible Lady was, I finding that 
my acquaintance was too clofe to get any thing 
out of, was refolved to take another courfe, and 
fmce I could not out-wit the Mafter, try if my 
Boy could out-wit his ; I therefore inftrufted my 
Boy in what he was to do, and ordered him to 
get in with the other, and get out of him one 
time or other, whether he did not carry Letters 
to any Perfons, and to whom. My Boy was not 
fo long about his Difcovery as I had been about 
mine, for in a fhort time he told me that the 
Boy was often employed to carry Letters to 
a Mercers Maid, who lived in the next ftreet, 
and alfo to a Carrier who conveyed Let- 
ters to an Unkle; I now partly knowing 
the Who, was defirous of knowing the What, 
and therefore ordered my Boy by one means 
or other to get one of his Letters and bring it unto 
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me. He fo well difcharged himfelf in this employ, 
that it was not long eVe he brought me one. I 
being very curious to know the Contents, foon o- 
pened it, for heating a Knife in the fire, I put it 
under the Seal, which melted the Wax in that 
place, and fo it was open, wherein I found thefe 
expreflions. Madam, 

I Am very forty that I am/o unfortunate^ that in 
the term of fourteen days I have not had the 
happinefs of waiting on you^ fure the old man is 
grown jealouSy or which is worfe,you begin to flight 
me^ orel/efome expedient might have been found to 
have deceived him: Ifhailfay no more at prefenty 
referring the refl of my Complaints till Ifeeyon^ 
which happy minute I befeeeh you haflen^ or elf e you 
will very m uch afflidl 

Your conflant Friend, 

S. N. 

When I had read the Letter, I was almoft as 
much to feek as I was before, becaufe it was di- 
refted to one who was a Servant to the Mercer, 
but upon fecond thoughts I concluded, that al- 
though it was direfted to the Maid, yet it might 
be intended to the Miftrefs, as indeed it was ; I 
having read the Letter, melted fome wax and 
fealed it again, the impreffion of the old Seal re- 
maining as fair as formerly. My Boy who brought 
it me, asked if he fliould carry it again ; I firft, 
before I anfwered him, enquired of him how he 
came by it i he told me thus, that the other boy 
told him he had Letters to carry for his Mailer ; 
and therefore, faid he if you will goto the River and 
wafti,I have, faid he a good excufe; I (faid my boy) 
told him that I would go with him if he would go 
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ilrait, then to the River ; he replyed, he was com* 
manded to carry the Letter firft, but I perfwaded 
Mm to go firft to the River, to the end that I might 
ferveyou in what you commanded, and therefore 
being come to the water, I did not make fo much 
haft as he, but let him go to in, fo foon as he was in 
the water, I fearching his pockets, and finding this 
Letter came with all fpeed and told the other boys 
that were there, that I would go in at a place a 
little further, and fwim down to them ; and fo. Sir, 
faid he to me, I made all poflible hafle, and have 
here brought the Letter ; I having heard his Tale, 
commanded him to run with all expedition, and put 
the Letter into the boyespocket,he did fo, and was 
not at all difcovered, or fufpe^led. I having thus 
gained fome knowledge in my friends amours and 
being defirous to difcover more, walked out to the 
Street where the Mercer dwelt, where I faw both 
man and wife in the Shop, there was much dif- 
parity in their years, for he feemed to be feventy, 
and flie not above twenty four, I prefently gueflfed 
that this muft be Ihe, and therefore pretending to 
buy, I went into the Shop, where I was fhewed fe- 
veral Stuffs by her, he fitting at the further end of 
the ihop coughing by himfelf ; fhe had fuch a win- 
ning way in peifwading me to the goodnefs and 
cheapnefs of the Stuff, that although I had no in- 
tention to buy, yet I laid out fome money with her, 
(he was perfe£lly handfome, and it had been great 
pity if fhe had onely been tyed to that old Carcafs, 
butl knew that fhe had a friend who could do her 
bufmefs for her, and all that I then wifhed, was 
that I might be in his place, and take his turn ; 
and this I was refolved to do, or ftretch my wit 
on the tenters of invention. 
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The next day my Boy brought me another 
Letter, which was from my Companions Unkle, 
and I having opened that as I had done the for- 
mer, found that his Unkle was fick, but however 
intended to be in Paris in few days, and then he 
would fupply him with the money he defired ; I 
clofed the Letter again, and the boy conveyed it 
to the place where he had it, viz. the other boys 
pocket, who gave it to his Mailer two hours after 
when he returned home, being for the prefent gone 
out ; by this Letter I underilood that he had his 
maintenance from his Unkle, and that he had 
lately written for fome, and that this was the an- 
fwer: I took exa£l notiee of his Unkles name, and 
writ it down in my Table book ; I being defirous 
todifcover from himfelfwhat I partly knewalready, 
to that end I walked out with him, and engaged 
him to go into that Street where the Mercer dwelt, 
but although we did fo, and I then curioufly ob-' 
ferved him, yet he did not fo much as call an eye 
into the Shop, although the Woman and her Hus- 
band were both there, but I remember turning 
down by that Shop into a blind Lane, he looked 
towards a back-door, which I then perceived was 
belongingto that houfe, and which I gueffed might 
be the way whereby he went to his Miftrefs. 

I having made all thefe infpeflions into the mat- 
ter in hand, was refolved to make fome further ufe 
of my experience. When about ten days after my 
boy came fweating to me, and told me that he had 
gottenanother Letter, which the otherboy received 
inhisMaftersabfence, who would not be back in 
two hours, but then he muft deliver it to him ; who 
brought it? faidI,aPorter: faidtheBoy; I hearing 
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this had a mind to have delivered it back again 
without opening, becaufe I did fuppofe it came 
only from his Unkle, or fome other Friend, about 
fome ordinary affairs, not judging that a Letter of 
Love would be fent by an ordinary Porter ; I was 
in this determination, which had I followed I 
(hould have thought my felf very unfortunate, but 
a curiofity poffeffing me, I refolved to fee the Con- 
tents, wherefore ufing my former way of heating 
my Knife, I opened Uie Letter and therein found 
thefe Lines: 

My dear Friend, 

I Hope at your lajl vifit I gave you fatisfaSHon in 
everything^ efpeciallywhy Ihadnotfeenyoufor 
fourteen days before^ I mujl confefs it was a long 
time ofabfence and you may ajpure your felf that I 
thought itfo as wellasyoUy lalfo hope that you have 
nofufpition of my confiancy^ and that you may ajfure 
yourfelfofmy love to yoUy I have provided the hun- 
dred Crowns you defired^ if you come on Thurfday 
night about eleven of t/te Clock to our Back door^ our 
trufiy Servant will let you in^ and conduit you to a 
Chamber^ where I will attend yoUy but I mufi engage 
you nottofpeak to me^for I amingreat fear of your 
being over-heard^ by my Husbands Kinfwoman^ 
who lies the next wall to me^ and is very curiotis 
over me; follow thefe direilions and you fhall en- 

Yourconflant Friend^ 

M. K 

How much was I furpriz'd in the reading of this 
Letter, you may eafily judge, but you may be fure 
I was refolved not to part from it, but now I con- 
cluded I might put myDefign inpraftice; I had not 
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long confulted with my felf what to do, but I had 
refolved my felf in ail doubts and fcruples ; and 
therefore taking Pen, Ink and Paper, I writ this 
following Letter : 

Sir, 

YOur UnklCj according to his intentions of 
coming to Y^ri^wascomefofarasinyhoufey 
hut was there taken fojicky that he could' not, neither 
is he able atprefent to proceed in his yaumey^ and 
doubting that he will be worfe, hath ordered me to 
fend to you that you may be acquainted with it^ and 
withaly that you may come to him^ he not being able 
to come toyoUy therefore expeSlsyou here with all the 
expedition you can make^ this is all atprefent from 

Your loving Friend^ 

though unknown, 

L. T. 

This Letter being thus written, I dated it two 
days before, and fubfcribed it from an Inn in a 
Town forty miles off from Paris, it was direfted 
to him in the ufual manner and form ; and fo 
having feaVd it, I gave it my Boy, who foon con- 
veyed it to the place where he had the other. 
And that my Projeft might take effeft, I went 
immediately to find him out, refolving to keep 
him continually in my fight, and overfee all his 
Aftions, from the time he fhould receive his Let- 
ter, till I ihould fee him on Horfeback, on his 
Journey. I foon found him out, and went home 
with him, where the Boy gave him the Letter, 
he opened it, and retired, I gave him the conve- 
niency of reading it, which he foon did, and 
coming up to me, told me that he had hafty 
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Newsf ; is it private ? replyed I ; no, faid he, 
but I think I muft leave your company for a few 
days ; when, faid I ? To morrow morning, faid 
he; that is much! replyed I, fure it is hafty News 
indeed, if you muft be gone fo foon ; yes truly, 
faid he, you may fee the Letter, and then you 
may judge of the matter ; hereupon he delivered 
me the Letter, which I having read over, told 
him that indeed if this Unkle, who was fick, was 
as nearly allied to him in friendfliip, as he was in 
confanguinity, that then it was neceffary he 
fhould fuddenly obey his orders. He is, replyed 
he, not only my Unkle, but my Father, For I 
never knew no other Father I had, for my Fa- 
ther his Brother died, when I was but fix months 
old, and left me and my Eftate to his difpofing ; 
neither continued he, hath he any Child or Rela- 
tion nearer than I am; I told him that if it were 
fo, I would advife him not to let any time flip, 
but to take Horfe and be gon that night ; he was 
unwilling fo to do, for, faid he, I have another 
affair to difpatch that is of confiderable confe- 
quence. I fuppofmg it was his Love bufinefs, 
and being refolv'd to bear him off from all pro- 
ceeding therein at the prefent, fearing left he 
Ihould fend fome Letter, and fo my defign would 
be fruftrate ; I therefore faid, that nothing what- 
ever fliould hinder me from prefent going, if I 
were in his condition, and if he would communi- 
cate his other affairs to me, I would aft for him all 
I could to my power; he anfwered me that the 
affairs he meant were of fuch a quality, that none 
but himfelf could difpatch ; I replyed that I then 
fuppofed they might be of fome Love-concern, to 
this he only laughed, and finding that he had a 
great inclination to do fomewhat in that nature 
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that might fpoil my defign ; I therefore ufed fo 
many arguments with him to caufe him to begin 
his Journey, that I faw him that Evening on 
horfeback, with a refolution to ride twenty miles 
onwards of his Journey that night, that fo he 
might reach the end of it the next day betimes. 
And now I having difpatch'd him out of the 
way, did not queftion but I might accompliih 
my defign as I had determined. It was but then 
but Tuefday night, and the time appointed by 
the Letter was Thurfday night, fo that till then 
I waited with fome impatience, but the hour 
being come, I went to the Place, which was the 
Back -door, which I had formerly taken notice of. 
I was fo defirous of finifhing the Adventure I 
was about, that I had made more hafte than or- 
dinary, and being come fomewhat before the 
precife time, I was forced to wait, not daring to 
knock left I fliould offend. But long I had not 
ftaid, before an adjoyning Clock flruck eleven, 
and within lefs than a minute afterwards the door 
opened, and a Female looking out, and feeing 
me walk, beckoned me to come on ; I did fo, and 
without one words fpeaking, entred the houfe, 
and following my Conduftrefs clofe at the heels, 
went up ftairs, and coming to a Chamber-door, 
(he only faid, now Sir, you may enter there to 
your and my Miftrefs, and ftay till I come and 
call you, which will be. about two hours hence, 
but I pray be fure you talk not, left that difcover 
you ; I liftened attentively to what was told me, 
and promifing obedience only by a Bow which I 
made, the Servant left me, and I entred the 
Chamber ; although there was no Candle, yet I 
could fee where the Bed ftood, and going thither 
I faw my Miftrefs whom I faluted, and then re- 

E 
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tiring pul'd off my Clothes and leap'd into Bed 
to her, I lay down by her, and during the two 
hours time I flaid, you may be fure I was not 
idle, I made no noife by fpeaking, knowing that 
it might be of dangerous confequence in a dou- 
ble manner ; and the two hours being come, our 
attendant came and told me it was time to rife. 
I though unwilling enough did fo, and putting 
on my Clothes was foon drefs'd, and coming once 
more to kifs my Miftrefs, flie told me foftly that 
in the window in a Purfe was the hundred Crowns 
fhe promised, I making her a profound Reverence, 
and kifling her hand, went thither, and finding 
the Purfe, put it into my pocket, and the Maid 
haflning me, I departed, when fhe came to the 
Back-door, fhe told me that eVe many days, fte 
would find a way how I might enjoy my Miflrefs 
with more freedcmi ; I pullinjg^ a Crown out of 
my pocket, put it into her hand, and bade her 
goodnight : And thus, faid the young Gentleman, 
did I obtain my Ends upon this Gentlewoman ; 
and (faid he) I being now entred was refolved to 
proceed, and therefore the next day went again 
by the door, and feeing none but her felf in the 
Shop, I entred, and defired to fee filk enough for 
a New Suit ; fhe fhew'd it me, and I foon agreed 
on the price, giving her own demands, but when 
I came to pay, and drew out the purfe fhe had 
given me, which was a very remarkable one; 
fhe looked very wifhfuUy on it ; Nay Madani faid 
I, it is the fame I received of you lafl night ; how ! 
replied fhe, am I betraid then? No dear Ma- 
dam, faid I, there is no Treachery in the 
Cafe, onely the excefs of my love to you, made 
me run a great hazard; I hope, Sir, replyed 
fhe, you are not guilty of any murder of my 
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former friend : no Madam, (faid I) I have only 
by a piece of Wit removed him at prefent ; well, 
Sir, (replied fhe) you feem to be a Gentleman of 
that temper that you will not wrong a Woman, I 
have not time or opportunity to difcourfe you at 
large, but that I might engage you to fecrecy, I 
not only freely give you the money you have in 
poflefTion, but alfo I defire you to accept this Stuff 
you intended to buy, and I pray with your firfl: 
conveniency let me have an Account of this 
ftrange Adventure ; I had hardly time to anfwer 
her (You fhall Madam) but her Husbands Kinf- 
woman came near us, all that I could do was to 
deliver the parcel to my Boy, and making the 
ordinary Reverence, I departed 
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CHAP. IV. 

Miftrefs Dorothy finijhes the Story of the Gentle- 
fnan-Soldier and Mercers Wife ; who being re- 
turned to England, renews his Suit to his old 
MiftrefSy though married to another y whofe weak- 
nefs made the match unfuitable^ whofe Efiate de- 
pending on an Heir, and this Husband uncapable 
of getting one, gave the Gentleman that opportu- 
nity whereby heat once had a Wife, an Heir, and 
Oft Efiate, 

THus (continued the young Gentleman) did I 
initiate my acquaintance with this woman, 
which is one of the beft and pleafantefl Adven- 
tures of my life, and indeed, faid he, I have no 
caufe to complain of women, for that Sex hitherto 
hath been very lucky to me, as you may guefs 
by my Story of the Courtezan, whofe Cabinet 
and other things I conveyed away ; and now by 
this fecond French adventure I was likely to gain 
more, and that more honourably than by the 
other. But, continued he, in fix days after my 
Companion returned from his Journey ; I asked 
him if we muft not all have Stables ; Why ? faid 
he; becaufe, replied I, I fuppofe that your Unkle 
is dead, and hath left you all he hath : No fuch 
matter, replied he, but I could wifh that he were 
hang'd that writ the Letter ; why ? faid I, I think 
it was very carefully done, of him, and that he 
deferved not only thanks, but a Reward ; I (hould 
reward him if I knew who he was, faid he : Why, 
cannot you find him ? faid I ; No, nor no body 
elfe, faid he, there is no fuch fign nor no fuch 
man, living in or near that Town, nor in all that 
Countrey, that I could hear of ; but I hope (faid 
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I) there was and is fuch an Unkle ; yes, reply'd 
he, and Heavens be praifed, in health too, but I 
was forc'd to go further a field to find him, for 
after I had fpent a whole day in fruitlefs fearch 
for the Hoft, who fent the Letter, and could not 
hear of any Tale nor Tidings of him, I being 
within thirty miles of my Unkles habitation, 
thought it very proper to ride on thither, and fo 
I did, but when I came I found him well and 
lufty, I (hewed him the Letter, and thereby he 
knew the occafion of my Journey, but he knew 
not who writ it, and he and I both concluded it 
was a trick put upon me, however we were joyful 
to fee one another well, and he intended to take 
a journey to Paris in few days, to order me fome 
moneys, but fince I was come my felf, he refolved 
to defift from that Journey, and give me Bills of 
Exchange, fain he would have engaged me to 
have ftaid there for fome days longer, but telling 
him I had affairs of confequence to difpatch at 
Paris, that required my prefence, he gave me 
leave to depart ; and fo, faid he, with all poffible 
expedition I am returned : and you are very 
welcome (replyed I) but this was a very flrange 
adventure of the Letter, and I cannot tell to what 
purpofe, nor I neither faid he, but I hope to find 
it out, for I preferve the Letter carefully. I gave 
him the hearing, and now knowing his thoughts 
I believed my felf obliged to mind his Anions ;* 
as for the Letter he had, and his Defign of find- 
ing out the Writer of the Letter by the hand, I 
knew he could not, for although I writ it, yet it 
was in fuch a hand as I never writ before, and 
which I then writ on purpofe not to be difcovered 
by it, if he fhould be acquainted with my hand, 
as hitherto he was not, wherefore I car'd not for 
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that, but my chiefeft care was in charging my 
Boy to watch his, and knowing that he would 
fuddeniy write a Letter to fend to his Miftrefs, I 
commanded him to ufe all poffible diligence to 
get it into his Cuflody, and bring it to me, as 
being a matter of very great confequence. 

My Boy followed my diredions fo carefully, 
that he attained his ends, but with much diffi- 
culty, for no fooner was my friend parted from 
me, but he writ a Letter to his Miftris, and giv- 
ing it to the Boy, charged him immediately to 
carry it : My Boy who waited all his motions, 
feeing him running with a Letter in his hand, 
asked him what hafte ? great hafte, faid the Boy, 
and would have proceeded, but my boy caught 
hold on him, and faid, how now, what is your 
hafte fo great that you cannot fpare time to drink 
' with your friends ? time enough for that anon, 
faid the Boy, and would have proceeded; but 
my Boy knowing how ftri6lly I had charged him 
about this Letter, was refolv'd by Hook or by 
Crook to be Mafter of it, and therefore told him, 
that although he had not been fo civil as to give 
him his Foy when he went out (for he had been 
the Journey with his Mafter) yet he would now 
give him his Welcome home. The other under- 
ftanding there was drink in the cafe, and that of 
free-coft, went in with him to the next Drinking 
houfe, and my boy knowing what a work he had 
in hand, calling for a quart of Wine, defired a 
Room above ftairs, fo that up they went, and my 
Boy intending to fuddle the other, cheated him 
in his drink, for after two or three GlaiTes were 
off, and the other boy began to be merry, my 
Boy drank water, and the other wine, fo that in 
&ort time he was knock'd down, and fell afleep; 
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and it was not long e*re he took the Letter out 
of his pocket, and that he might make all fure, 
he lock'd the Chamber door, bringing the Key 
with him, and thus he fecuring the Letter, and 
boy both ; came to me, and brought me the Let- 
ter, which I immediately opened, and read thefe 
words : 

Madam, 

EVerfince that fortunate Minute wherein Ifirjl 
had the happinefs to be acqtminted with yoUy 
my Jlars I thank them have been very propitious to 
me ; and Dame Fortune (how unconjlantfoeverjhe 
hath been to others) hath yet been to m.e very favour- 
dbk.fo that till within thefe few days I could boafl 
that no malevolent Planet hath had any malign in-- 
fluence in my afcendant ; I thought and hoped I 
fhouldhave lived and died in this opinion ; but I 
now have caufe enough to change my mind^ for I 
hcpve lately had fuch a crofs adventure^ that I yet 
know not what to think of it, but if all be right and 
wellwithyou J theubiddefiance to fortune ; Madam^ 
I am very unquiet and muchpuzzeld^fo that I know 
not haw tobegin^ norwell know what to fay toyou^ 
but hoping you will pardon this impertinence, and 
attribtite it to my perplexity; I fhall thus plainly 
begin with you, and this it is : Madam, about ten 
days fince when I lafl was with you^ among other 
Requejis Idefired a hundred Crowns of you for a 
prefent ufe, till my Vnkle whom I every day expelled 
fhould come to Town ; in regard you never refufed 
me any things I did not doubt of that, and therefore 
expelled to hear from you accordingly, butjuft at that 
time wheni expelled aLetter from you^I received one 
from my Vnkle, as I thought, whereby, as that Letter 
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infamCd me^ I thought it abfolutelynecejfary to leave 
Paris, and go to him forty ntiksy to a Town where 
he lay Jicky I was per/waded to be gone immediately ^ 
and indeed over-ruPd by an intimate friend, and one 
tliat I have fo great a refpedlfor, that I had no reafon 
to fufpeSly and what he urged being as I thought 
reafonable : Ifooft mounted on Horfe-back, and d^- 
parted, Imuji beg your pardon that Ididnotacquaint 
you with thisfudden remove, but it was impojjible to 
do it without fujpition of my Friend from whom I 
have hitherto conceaVd our amours, as I have done 
from all the world befides. 

This Letter which 1 received, I found was but 
forged, and written on purpofe to caufe me to leave 
the City, but if in my abfettce I have not received 
fame prejudice in your opinion, I accbunt all the re/l 
of my trouble atui vexation as nothing, wherefore I 
pray Madam, let me know in what condition I am^ 
withyou, and whether you know any thing,andwhat 
you do know of this Adventure, and I jhall always 
remain 

Your conflant Friend, 

S. N. 



When I had read this Letter, I found that half 
iny work was done to my hand, for I was re- 
folved to write to this woman, and now having a 
fit opportunity I writ as foUoweth. 

Madam, 

SOme. months ago I had occajion to lay out fome 
money in fome Stuff, and my good fortune gui- 
ding me to your Shop, I there not only f aw, but pitied 
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yoUf for that I /aw you were wedded to one more fit 
to be your Father than Husband ; that pity begot 
love, and that fo violent^ that I knew not haw to 
Jupprefs ity I thought it might bepojjible to befavour-- 
ably received by yoUf but knew not how to make my 
Addrejfes to you, lejlyour honour Jhould be brought 
in quejlion, I therefore waited all opportunities, and 
at length found one, the mofi lucky that could befal\ 
for my friend Mounfieur N. being abfent and a 
Letter of yours coming into my hands, I had a great 
curiofity to fee it, doubting that it was, what indeed 
I found it to be, a Letter of Love; but when I found 
that it was from you, and that thereby was a par- 
ticular appointment for him to come to you; I was 
mightily pleased, and you may judge the great fatis- 
failion I received My love towards you being fo 
violent, 1 was refolvd to hazard my friendfhip to 
him, and rather than fail, be a Traitor ; and indeed, 
what would I not have done, to have had the happi* 
nefs of enjoying you f Therefore Madam, knowing 
his abfence would be abfolutely neceffary, it was I that 
franid that Letter which caufed his Journey, and 
thereby I had the happinefs in his fiead to be well 
ufedby you and now Madam, you may unfold the 
Riddle, but I hope you are fo difcreet as to conceal 
the truth of this Adventure, whichwere itdifcovered, 
would be of dangerous confequence, not only to us 
both, but alfo to your own Reputation; I judge you 
will concealit,and hope youwill give me other oppor- 
tunities of waiting on you, when I fhall acquaint 
you particularly how I came by that Letter and 
this ; Thus hoping that I may enjoy the fecond 
place if not thefirft in your efleem, I rejl 

Your mod ardently affeftionate Friend, M, G^ 
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This Letter being written, I enclofed it in the 
other, and gave it my Boy, who ran immediately 
to the houfe, where he left his drunken Com- 
panion, and opening the door, he made fo much 
noife as awaked him, wherefore my Boy feeing 
him ready to rife, ran to him, and infenfibly con- 
vey'd the Letter into his pocket 

The Boy being now pretty fober, remembred 
the Errant he was fent about, and doubting he 
fhould be chid would needs depart about it ; my 
Boy permitted him fo to do, and fo came home 
to me. 

And thus Miftrefs Dorothy (faid he to me) did 
I difcover the whole intreague of this bufmefs to 
my Miftrefs, and fhe foon after fent a Letter to 
me, and another to my Friend, wherein fhe man- 
ag'd the Concern fo tenderly and fo handfomely, 
that (he (atisfied him and me both, and I having 
a Summons from her, waited on her three miles 
out of the Town, where I acquainted her with 
all that (he was ignorant of, and I preflfed her fo 
with my affe£lion, that (he accepted me, and I 
think in time I had the firft place in her affe£lion : 
and thus faid he, did I live the pleafanteft life in 
the world, all the time that I ftaid in Paris ; and 
now I hope, faid he, I have fatisfied you with my 
amours, which hitherto had been very fortunate, 
and I thank my Stars, Venus hath been ever my 
Friend, or elfe I had not had the happinefs of 
your acquaintance, and thus did he fully finifh 
his difcourfe. 

And now, faid Miftrefs Z?<w/Ay, I have related all 
that I think is convenient and neceflfary about my 
Gentleman Soldier, and therefore I fhall conclude 
that Story ; No, faid I, I have fomequeftions to ask 
you, which I defire to be fatisfied in, and which I be- 
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Heve will engage you in a little further difcourfe : 
That which I am ifirft to defire of you is, that 
fince you have entertained us fo largely, and in- 
deed pleafantly, with the adventures of the Gen- 
tleman Soldier, that you would tell us what be- 
came of him, and what more you know of him ? 
for, continued I, I am perfwaded that all you 
can fay of him is fo confiderable, that it is worth 
our hearing, and your recital. Truly, replyed 
Miftrefs Dorothy, I have indeed fomewhat more 
to fay of him, which may be as pleafant as the 
reft, but his Stories being only things by the 
by, and which do not at all concern you, and me 
very little, I thought what hath been faid already 
is enough, but if you will needs hear me proceed 
further, I will not refufe you the fatisfaflion you 
defire. 

I have already, told you of his two French Ad- 
ventures, neither did he tell me of any thing 
more that befel him in France which was confi- 
derable ; but he having quitted that Countrey, 
and being come to England, it was not long e're 
I came acquainted with him, and our acquain-^ 
tance proceeding to a familiarity, he not only re- 
lated to me all thofe adventures I have already 
fecited, but he alfo told me the condition and 
ftate of his affairs at prefent: He told me 
that he left England upon a difcontent, for he 
having been in love with a young Gentlewoman, 
one of his own age and Quality, and that fo long 
and effeflually, that he had won her to confent 
to marriage, provided her Parents did fo : but 
when they came acquainted with his pretentions, 
they abfolutely refus'd it, for no other reafon, 
but that his eftate did not equal hers, for (he 
Was the only Child of her Parents, who were very 
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rich, and he although he was equal to her in 
birth, yet in Eftate he came far ihort, as being a 
younger Brother, and having but a fmall al- 
lowance or patrimony, nor indeed was theri^ 
much probability of any increafe or addition to 
his Eftate : This was the Confideration why he 
was refufed, and therefore having again tryed 
his Ladies mind, who although (he loved him 
well, yet was refolved in her marriage to be 
wholly guided by her Friends, and finding him^ 
felf fruftrated in his hopes, and expectations, he 
therefore became melancholly and difcontent, fo 
that to throw off that indifpofition which this 
had caufed, he refolved for Travel, and there- 
upon to France he went, where as I have told 
you, Venus made him fome amends for the dif- 
fatisfa6lion he had had in England^ but in time 
he being weary of that place, and returning home, 
he found his Miftrefs married to another, who 
had been more fit for a winding-fheet than fo 
young and fair a Bride, for although he who had 
married her was not very old, yet he was in a 
deep Confumptioii, and thereby wholly inca- 
pacitated to pleafe a Lady. That which made 
her Friends impofe this Choice upon her, was 
his great wealth : In this condition he found her 
at his return, and confidering the Condition fhe 
was in, he had fome hopes one day of enjoying 
her, either as a Wife or Miflrefs ; to this end he 
made fome Addreffes to her, but they being ta- 
ken notice of by her Parents, but more efpecially 
by her Husband, fhe was forced to command 
him to forbear any more vifits ; with much un- 
willingnefs he did obey her, but it was but for a 
while, for he getting acquainted with her Cham- 
^)er-maid, who was flexible enough, or eafie to 
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be made fo by Gifts or Prefents he beftowed 
on her at prefent, and lai^e promifes of what he 
would do for the future, fo that in fhort time he 
won her to be at his difpofe, and to betray 
her Mafters fecrets. Whereupon, when .her Maf- 
ter was abfent, fhe prefently gave him notice of 
it, and perfwaded her Miftrefs to walk abroad to 
fuch places where he was fure to meet her. She 
like a Woman of much vertue and conftancy, for 
a large time held out, and would not fo much as 
entertain any converfation with him, but in the 
end by his humble and amorous Letters and fer- 
vent Proteftations of a vertuous love, promifing 
her that he defigned nothing againfl her virtue, 
and fmce he could not enjoy her Love, that he 
might have the firft place in her efteem ; fhe at 
length confented to treat with him, and now he 
being admitted to treat, by degrees infmuated 
his old love and great misfortune, he let her 
know his great conftancy, which as it had, fo it 
ftiould continue with him till death, thefe dif- 
courfes and other arguments which he us'd, were 
as the Bellows to blow up a flame out of the very 
aflies where it had long lain, fo that as fhe could 
not deny but that fhe had formerly loved him, 
and that moft tenderly, fo fhe could have done 
fo ftill, had fhe not been married, but being mar- 
ried, fhe told him fhe muft banifh all thoughts of 
former love: but as he had now brought her to 
confefs a former love, fo he left not off there, but 
by degrees perfwaded her to a new friendfhip, 
not a new one, but a renewing of the old ; and as 
friendfhip had been the firft ftep to their former 
love, fo it was now, and fhe in a fhort time con- 
feffed that as fhe had, fo fhe ftill did love him : 
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in fine he brought her to this pafs, that Ihe con- 
fefled fhe lov'd him as well as ever, and were 
(he free to choofe a Husband, (he would chufe 
him before all the World; he having gain'd thus 
much upon her, by degrees proceeded further, 
and he promifing to remain always unmany'd, 
in expe£lation of that time, that (he might be 
free to marry; (he promifed him that if ever that 
time came, that (he would certainly marry him 
before all the perfons in the world. At this 
point they continued for fome moneths, and her 
Husbands Confumptive-diflemper encreafinpr, 
there was great hopes that in (hort time it would 
fend him to the other world, where he was wi(hed 
to be with all eameflnefs. As their converfe 
continued, fo their love encreafed, and he became 
impatient of delays, and was fo bold as to defire 
of her the only thing (he had refused him, but 
very angry (he was when he firft made the pro- 
pofition ; wherefore he was forced to forbear any 
further difcourfe of that nature, but her Husbands 
lingring Diftemper continuing, our Lover was 
out of all patience, and therefore he was once 
again refolved to propound that to her, without 
the enjoyment of which, he could not be happy 
nor quiet, wherefore being refolv*d what to do, 
he was now to think how to do it, and believing 
that if he (hould begin any difcourfe upon a fub- 
jeft which (he hitherto had wholly diflik'd, he 
(hould be interrupted and not heard out, and it 
may be (he would proceed into fome violent lan- 
guage againfl him, wherefore he was refolv'd to 
communicate his thoughts to her in writing, and 
there he intended to be very plain with her, 
whereupon he writ, and fent her this Letter. 
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Madam, 

IT isnow fame years fince I firjl began to affeClyou^ 
and that affeSlian in time became fo violent^ that 
1 was fore' d to difcover it to youy you did not at all 
dijlike it atfirjly for in little time found a tender ef* 
teem from yoUy which by my conftancyy andperfever* 
ance was fo encrea^d^ that I perceivd you did alfo 
love mCy neither wereyouafhanid to own theaffeHum 
you had for me^but mademe protefiations of a love 
thatfhouldbe lafling^andtherewasnothingwanting^ 
as we thought to make us both happy^ but the confent 
of your Parents: but thatnotbeinggainedy I preferred 
your inter efl and quiet before my oTvn, and not being 
able to live nearyou^ and not fee and love you^ which 
by the inhumanity of your friends I was forbidden td 
dojentred into a voluntary banifhmenty and leav^ 
ing all the enjoyments andpleafuresofmyownCoun- 
trey^ went into another ^ hoping in time that fortune 
who had beenfo crofsto me might bemorefavourable^ 
but although I flaidfometimein Forreign parts y and 
at my return heard of my misfortune^ and indeed 
your as unfortunate marriage,yet time had not ban- 
ijhedyou out of my thoughts ^ Ifiill hadyouperfeilly 
in remembrance^ and found that my love to you was 
fo far from being extinguifhed, thatit was thenready 
to bur/i out into a new flame, Theobflacle of your be- 
ing married and thereby of the impoJ/Unlity of my 
attaining my ends^ did not hinder me from endea- 
vouring ity and I did fo conftantly perfevere in my 
endeavours y that I brought you not only to a mute 
compliance^ but by degrees I brought you to acknow- 
lege that you ftill loved me^ and that If you were ever 
free to chufCy I fhould be the happy man whom you 
would have for a Husband^ the conflancy of my 
affection hath wrought this miracle^ but I cannot 
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per/wade you to proceed further^ and this at prefent 
is thejiate of the matter between us. Now Madatn, 
having done all this^ I am per/waded you may 
yield to what I further defire of you: I know the 
firi£lnefs of your Virtue abfolutely forbids you any 
thoughts^ but I pray let me be plain with you, and 
pardon thefe exprefjions which I fhall ufetoyou^ 
although you may judge them immodeji: Madam^ 
you have promifedto make me your Husband when 
it is in your power, atid I believe it is in your 
thoughts that one day you may do it, for he who is 
your prefent Husband, appears to tpu and cUl the 
world to be half dead already ; He being in this 
condition, why will you not permit me to reap the 
fruits of a long affection ? but anticipating t/iat 
happy time that I hope mufl and will come : and 
Madam) befides thefe Reafons, I believe and hope it 
will be for your profit, for I under Hand the Condi- 
tion of your fnarriage runs thus, that if he dies 
without Iffue by you, then his Ejlate returns to his 
next Heir, and thereby you will be never the better for 
your marriage, and ail this time you havefpent 
with him, is time ill f pent and lojl ; but if you will 
permit me, I hope to prevent tlie lojing of the Ejlate^ 
for I queftion not but there is fo great a Jtarmony in 
our affeSlio^ts, that a Child will proceed from us, 
and when you lofeyour Husband, you will not lofe 
your Ejlate, This Madam, is good policy, and al- 
though in tlie jlriSlnefs of your virtue youmay not eti- 
tertain any fuch thoughts ^ yet I am confident you may 
live to repent the not doing it. Therefore hoping that 
tluje rec^jons will be fujficient to over-ruleyou and 
that I offer this as much for your content as my 
own^ I ever rejt^ Your conftant Lover, M, G. 
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CHAP. V. 

Mijlrefs Dorothy having finijhed this lajl Story ^ 
relates haw a woman by her own confejjion^ at 
}ier Husbands death difcovered t/ie common in-- 
conjlancy of the Sex, and her dijlayalty to her 
Husband, by being provided before hand. 

THis (continued Miftrefs Dorothy) was the 
Letter that our Lover fent to his Miftrefs, 
whofe chaft thoughts engaged her in a great an- 
ger againft him, but whether it were real or feign'd 
you may judge by the fequel, for it was not long 
er'e he was admitted into her favour, and then 
having the liberty of converfe, and being refolv'd 
to profecute his intentions, he fo backed his Let- 
ters with arguments, that caufed her to give a 
mute compliance, and filence, being the beft 
token of confent, he by that gathered that (he did 
yield, wherefore he again engaging the Chamber- 
maid in his Defigns, and acquainting her that her 
Miftrefs had yielded to him in every particular 
but* enjoyment, neither did ftie refufe him that, he 
defired her to ftand his Friend fo far, as to be in- 
ftrumental in giving him the opportunity to comp 
to her Bed fide when ihe lay alone, as it was ufual 
with her to do; The Chamber-maid believing that 
flie (hould not anger her Miftrefs, and oblige her 
Friend, and being willing to further and not hin- 
der any fport, was not long eVe (he gave our 
Lover his defir'd fatisfaftion ; for ftie bringing 
him to the Chamber when her Miftrefs was in Bed, 
there left him. He who was not ignorant how to 
deal with a Lady foon over-rul'd her, and ftie 

F 
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feeing it was to no purpofe to refift, with a kind 
of willing unwillingnefs permitted him to come 
to Bed to her ; what they did you may judge by 
the event, for in convenient time fhe difcovered 
her felf to be with Child, fhe frequently lying 
with her husband alfo ; and being with Child 
her Husband was an overjoy'd man, and did 
hope, that as he concluded himfelf able to 
get a Child, fo he might in time be reftored to 
his former health : Our Lovers though they often 
met, yet they ufed all warinefs and circumfpec- 
tion, and our Gallant to take off the opinion of his 
ftill courting his old Miilrefs, began a Courtfhip 
with a new one, or at leaft pretended fo to do, and 
thus the time was fpent till fuch time as her time 
came to be delivered of a Child, which proving to 
be a brave lufly Boy, gave great joy to all parties, 
efpecially to the fuppofed Father, who was much 
joyed that he had fo hopeful an Heir to enjoy his 
Eftate, and his Wife being again flrong, and hav- 
ing lay n in her full time, he again accompanied her; 
but in (hort time after he piqu'd off, and as he 
had deceived his wife in his life time, fo now in 
his death he cheated the very worms, for they 
expefling a full body, found nothing but a 
meer Skelleton to feed on, you liiay be fure our 
Lover was joyful enough at the fo long wiflied 
for, and now happy News of the deaUi of his 
Rival, neither was his wife much difcontented, 
although by her outward deportment (lie made 
the world believe that fhe was a moil difconfolate 
widow, and fhe was fo referv'd that for fome time 
fhe kept her Chamber, and much longer kept 
within doors, not vifiting any body, nor permit- 
ting any body to vifit her but her Parents, and 
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thofe who were neareft related to her Husband. 
However fhe and her intended Husband held a 
Correfpondency, but it was but with Letters, 
which were interchanged by her Chamber-maids 
affiftance ; In time all thefe mourning Solemni- 
ties were over, and fhe appear'd abroad again as 
refplendent as the Sun, and the fame of her plen- 
tiful Eftate, great vertue, and charming beauty, 
drew to her many Adorers, whofe bufmefs was 
Sirreverence, Love ; fhe who was refolv'd what 
Inftrument fhe would play on, and what Pipe 
itK)uld make her mufick for the future, gave them 
all the hearing, but was abfolute in her anfwers. 

Her Parents feeing fhe had fo many Suiters, 
defired her to make choice of one of them, and 
again engage her felf in a matrimonial Life, 
fhe replyed, that in time fhe might again be per-/ 
fwaded to do fo, but when ever fhe gave her con- 
fent to alter her condition, fhe intended to be 
more curious than fhe had been> and to have 
more freedom in her choice ; They replyed, that 
indeed they had in a manner imposed the for- 
mer Match upon her, which had been fortunate 
enough, but however, when fhe had a mind to 
alter her condition, fhe fbould have all poffible 
freedom in her Choice. She being thus left to 
her own difpofe, in fhort time permitted her old 
Sweet-heart to make one in the number of her 
Suiters, what he wanted of Means to carry on his 
bufmefs the more fplendidly withal, fhe fupplied 
him, fothat for Gallantry and good Mien, he out- 
did all her other Suiters, and being confident of 
Succefs in his undertaking, he baffl'd them all, 
who were a Company of whining obfequious 
Lovers, fo that at his appearance in full luflre, 

F 2 
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they like ftars at the day and Suns approach, 
fhrink back, and difapear'd ; leaving him to Rule, 
and Reign Soveraign in that heart where he al- 
ready had full pofTefTion, and now fhe being ab- 
folutely at her own difpofe, fhe told the world 
that fhe thought fhe was obliged to reward 
his great conftancy, by permitting him to be 
what he had fo long defired to be, her Hus- 
band : and therefore he was married to her ; and 
now both their joyes, were compleated, and they 
both thought themfelves fully recompenced, for 
their many troubles and fo long flay, efpecially 
when they confidered how much better their con- 
dition was now than it would have been had they 
been married at fuch time as they both at firfl 
defired ; for although he concluded that his Pre- 
deceffor had pofTefl her, yet it had coft him dear, 
for his Eflate was all given in Exchange, and now 
lawfully invefled and fettled on a Child, who al- 
though he and all the world believed to be his 
lawful Heir, yet they knew the contrary, and our 
Lover was Father of a Son and Heir the firfl day 
of his marriage, and which was the greatefl Par- 
adox, fuch a Child as he did conclude was of his 
own begetting; and now fhe did not (I fuppofe) 
repent of the counfel he had given her, and which 
they together had put in praftice, to the great 
fatisfaftion of them both ; Thefe Confiderations 
(faid Miftrefs Dorothy) I think were very confider- 
able, and conduced much to their fatisfa6lion, and 
now, faid (he, I think you can expeft no more 
relations of this nature, for in this condition I left 
our two Lovers, and here I fhall put an end to all 
that I know of his Adventures. 

I feeingthat Miftrefs Dorotfiy had done, and find- 
ing that fhe had fully finifhed her difcourfe, told 
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her that I wifh'd all true Lovers, no worfe a con- 
clufion of their amours than thefe two had ; but, 
continued I it was well that they managed their 
affairs fo privately, that neither her Parents nor 
Friends had any fufpition of him, for if they had, 
it might have fallen out worfe with them, and this 
our recital puts me in mind of a fmall ftory that 
I have heard, which in regard it fomewhat re- 
fembles yours I fhall prefently relate to you, and 
thus it was : 

A young-woman had (by the over-ruling and 
perfwafions of friends) permitted her felf to be 
married to an old man, who lived fome years with 
her, but (he was foon weary of his Company, and 
being free in her converfe and carriage, gave op- 
portunity to feveral young men to court her, her 
Husband faw it, but without any poffibility of re- 
dreffmg the fame, for he being old and feeble, and 
(he young, obftinate,and wilful, did rule the Roafl 
her felf, and fo difturb'd and vex'd him, that it 
ftiortned his days. When he was on his Death- 
Bed, and believed he fhould die, he like a good 
Chriftian was refolv'd to be in Charity with all 
the world, but his wife had fo crofs'd and affronted 
him, that fhe who of all the world he fhould be 
moft in charity with, was moft out of his books, 
and he was refolv'd to put her out of his Will too 
as much as he could, fhe believing that he would 
die indeed, and that it might be to her prejudice 
if he fhould die in the minde he was then in, was 
refolved if poffible to put him into a better mind, 
and therefore fhe attended, pleafed, and humored 
him, in every thing that it was poffible to do ; he 
feeing fo great a change in her carriage, changed 
his mind alfo, and being now very weak, and juft 
at deaths door, made his Will, and in good and 
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orderly manner named her his loving Wife, and ' 
making her full and fole Executrix of that his 
lad Will and Teftaraent, gave her all he had, and 
now having feal'd his Will and given it into her 
cuftody, he would alfo give her his blefling, and 
told he was in full and abfolute Charity with her 
and all the world, only he defiredone requeil of her, 
which he praid her to grant him, and not be angry 
at the propofition he ihould maike her; (he pro- 
mis'd him attention and obedience, and thereupon 
he thus began : 

Although you have of late given me fome Tef- 
timonies of your love and obedience, and thereby 
won me to a good opinion of you, yet know, till 
that of late I had an ill opinion <^you, and that 
not without caufe, efpecially to the outward ap- 
pearance, and indeed I muft needs tell you, I was 
troubled with that difeafe which the world calls 
jealoufie, but your late good carriage hath cur'd 
me of that diftemper, and now I am dying, 1 give 
you free leave to marry, and conjure you fo to do 
with all decent conveniency ; but above all things, 
I only beg you not to be married to /^ K. who of 
all your Company-keepers I had moft fufpition 
of, and therefore have moft caufe to hate. 

This is that which I defire of you, and which I 
hope you will as you have promis'd me obey me, 
in : The good woman feeing that her Husband 
had finiftied his difcourfe, thus replied ; 

Truly Husband you may, and I hope will reft 
fatisfied that I will obey you, when I fhall tell 
you that I muft not, will not, nor cannot be mar* 
ried to the man you name ; for Tie aflure you I 
am fo far from doing fo, that I am already de- 
termined to have another, and indeed, to fatisfie 
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you farther, Fie affure you the Contraft for mar- 
riage is already drawn and pafTed between us, and 
nothing is wanting to finiftiit but your death, and 
the Ceremony of the Church. The poor old man 
hearing her give this anfwer, was fo troubled at 
the thought of it, that being almoft dead already, 
this quite kill'd him, whereby fhe had the means 
to put her Defign in Execution. 

Thus faid I, have I finiflied my difcourfe, and 
as it much refembles your Story, fo I believe your 
Lady was of the fame mind as my woman, al- 
though fhe had fo much difcretion as to conceal 
it from all the world ; but, continued I, your ftory 
is very pleafant, it being fuch an expedient to get 
an Heir, and thereby get an Eftate, as \ have not 
heard of, and indeed the young Gentleman did 
deferve to have fomewhat confiderable for the 
ufe of his Lady ; for I conclude her his ever fince 
he had took the pains to court her and gain her 
aifeflions, and promife of marriage, and although 
his Eftate was not equal to hers, yet together 
their Eftates would have been fo confiderable as 
might have afforded them afufficient maintenance; 
but now it fell out better, fhe not being much 
damag'd, he much improved by travel, and their 
Eftate now being a very plentiful one. Indeed 
I wonder why friends fhould hinder marriages 
when both parties are agreed, only for the deferts 
of a little money, when as let them do what they 
can if either party match otherwife, their lives 
are commonly miferable, and although Matches 
are upon that account fometimes obftru6led, yet 
commonly in the end they take effe<5l. 
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CHAP. VI. 

A Widow that was wealthy refolv^d to marry none 
butfuch an one whichjhould enlarge her Eftate^ 
under that Pretence Jhe was cunningly out-witted 
by one dropping a Letter \ Jhe is married toonenot 
worth agroaty in/lead of a Joynter he gives her a 
Copy of Verfes, He afterwards grows jealous^ 
the fad effehs of Jealoufiey and ajtrange Story 
thereupon, 

I Having finiflied my difcourfe, it was well ap- 
proved of, but (aid Miftrefs Dorothy often- 
times the one party being covetous, and marrying 
only out of hopes of a good eftate, is out-witted 
and deceived by the other, and fince, faid (he, we 
are entred upon the difcourfe of marriage, I will 
give you an account of one who was over-reached 
in that manner. 

There lived a woman of my acquaintance who 
having been once married, and her Husband dead, 
was refolved to have an other, but withal, (he was 
refolved that fhe would have fuch an one that 
fhould enlarge her Eftate, which although it was 
confiderable enough, yet (he intended now to have 
fuch a Husband as (hould bring an Eftate equal 
to, if not exceeding her own. Her former mar- 
riage had been when (he was very young, and 
then it was for love, and that Love being dead, 
(he intended to bury all fond love with him, be- 
caufe (he had bin fo eafily courted, and won by 
her (irft Husband, feveral others put in to be her 
fecond; but, as (he faid, having tryed the eflTedls 
of love, and finding that it had been likely to 
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have made her miferable, fhe purposed to have no 
more of that, but intended now to have fuch a 
man as ihe did not hate ; one accomplifh'd, and 
likely enough to do a womans bufinefs, but all this 
would not do unlefs he were rich ; and being thus 
refolv'd, (he turned off all Suiters that came to her, 
that fhe did not know were thus accompKfhed. 

At length came a Gentleman that was a very 
likely man to the outward appearance, and he 
profeffed he had a hundred pounds per annum, 
and it may be more : Thofe friends that introduced 
him into her acquaintance, told her that he was a 
plain upright honeft man, and that what ever he 
faid or fhould fay of himfelf fhe might believe, 
and withal that they knew that his Eflate was 
worth three hundred ^OMnds per annunty he having 
fpoken fo modeflly of himfelf as a hundred pounds 
per annum and his and her friends telling her of 
three hundred per annum ; fhe knew not what to 
think of it, or which to believe, fometimes fhe was 
of the opinion that he might have the three hun- 
dred pounds/^ annum her friends talked of, and 
only out of modefly, and to try her temper, fpake 
but of one hundred pounds himfelf, becaufe he in- 
tended after marriage to be the better efleem^d 
by her, becaufe things proved better than fhe ex- 
pefted ; and at other times fhe did not know but 
that he might be an Impofler, and it may be had 
little or nothing, and that all this was but a Trick 
to catch and over-reach her, wherefore fhe was re- 
folv'd to proceed with all caution. 

He being defirous to put an end tohiscourt fhip 
and finifh ail by matrimony, asked her when the 
day fhould be wherein they fhould be joyned ? fhe , 
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told him that fhe was not in hade, and that it was 
fit before marriage, to make fome provifion and 
fettlement of Eftate, as that afterwards there 
might not be any caufe to repent, and therefore 
if he would fay, what part of his Eftate he would 
fettle and enfure on her, and conclude that, the 
marriage might foon be concluded on. 

To this he prefently anfwered, that his Eftate 
was a hundred pounds per annum, and fomewhat 
more, now he would put her to her choice, whether 
flie would have the hundred pound per annum 
fettled on her, or leave the bufmefs to his own free 
willandappointment,tellingherthathequeftioned 
not but (he would deferve well of him, and that 
then it would be to her advantage, not to have 
any certain Settlement. 

To this propofition fheknew not what to anfwer, 
but being covetous told him that fhe would for 
two or three days confider of it ; he was content, 
and fo they parted. The next day he took occa- 
fion to vifit her again, and pulling fomewhat 
haftily out of his pocket, he dropt a Letter which 
he did not mifs, but going out of the Room left 
the letter behind him. This Lady feeing it fall, 
took it up, and feeing that by the Superfcription 
it was direfted to him, aijd being very defirous to 
know fomewhat of his affairs, fhe was refolv'd to 
keep andperufe it: wherefore he foon after leav- 
ing the houfe, and fhe being retired, and having 
opened the Letter found thefe Lines : 

Sir, 

AFterdue Re/peilstoyou, thefeareto acquaint you 
tliat although we have had the misfortune of 
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your long abfence, yet your affairs have hitJterto 
fallefi out fortunate enough^ and are likely ftill to 
continue fo, for of the lajl half years Rent du€ to 
you, I have gathered in two hundred poundsy which 
you know is the whole within afmall matter , and 
there is three hundred pounds more fallen upon you 
by an accident which you may receive at your firfl 
arrival: for S. h. your old Tenant in your Copy- 
hold and his Wife are both dead, and their Son 
hath offered two hundred pounds for a new Leaje, 
renewed inhis and his brothers Names,bejides anad- 
dition of twenty pounds per annum Rent more titan 
formerly y and a hundrai pounds more is offered by 
Goodman L. to put in his Sons Life into his Leafe, 
fo that I am much importuned to difpatch tltem^ If 
youpleafe to perform thefe two Leafes {as in my 
opinion you may) they arefo defirous of their Bar- 
gains that they will pay down the numey to me, and 
takemy promife that you will at your return feed to 
thetnj fo t/iat if youpleafe to accept it I will fend up 
t/ie whole fum, five hundred pounds together , it be- 
ing morefafe and profitable for you to difpofe it at 
London than here. 

And now having done with your buftnefs, I be- 
feech you pardon me, if I dejire to know whether^ 
and how you proceed in your Love Sute, for the 
Widow R. who you had Jome affeSlion for her, is 
defirous tJtat you would renew your Suit, andfhe 
is in fome better capacity as to her Eflate than 
formerly, for an Unkle lately dead, hath left 
her five hundred pounds : but Sir, I knowing 
that you do not efleem money equal to affeSlion 
mull befilent, and leave all to your own difcretion; 



76 The Englijh Rogue: Or, Part 4. 

Thus dejiringyour Worjhips Pardon for this bold- 
fie/Sf 1 reft 

Your Worfhips Servant 

and Steward, 

L. T. 

Our covetous Widow having greedily read over- 
this Letter, was hugely pleas'd with the Contents 
thereof, and hugg'd her felf for the good Fortune 
ftie was likely to have ; for now fhe refolved that 
her Sweet-heart had near five hundred pound/^r 
annum^ befides five hundred pounds ready mony 
in his Purfe that (he knew of, but the latter end of 
the Letter did not at all pleafe her, wherein the 
Steward was fo bold as to put him in minde of his 
old Love, and fhe was very fearful that the five 
hundred pounds additional Eftate that fhe had, 
might incline him to renew his Suit ; wherefore 
all thefe matters being confidered, ftiewas re- 
folv'd to delay or protrafl: the bufinefs no longer, 
but upon his next defires of marriage, to accept 
of it, and that upon his own terms. 

Wherefore two or three days being paft over, 
wherein fhe had promised to confider of it, and he 
again defiring her Anfwer, and withal telling her 
that his occafions called him into the Countrey, 
fhe therefore tells him that fhe was fo far per- 
fwaded of his Love and Honefly, that fhe was 
ready to be married to him fo foon as he pleafed, 
and that without any terms leaving it to his own 
difpofing, not doubting but as fhe had generoufly 
cail herfelf upon him, fo that he would be as 
generous in his providence for her ; he replyed 
that fhe fhould command all he had, and then by 
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herconfent ordering the Wedding Solemnities, 
they were within three days married. She hoping 
that by her freenefs with him, he would be civil 
to her, gave him the Keys, and thereby the pof- 
feflion of all her Money, Plate, and writings, and 
he taking fo much as he had prefent occafion for, 
returned the Keys to her again. 

And thus they ftrived to out-do one another 
in kindnefs ; but fome weeks being paft, and he 
not at all fpeaking of his Countrey affairs, (he 
put him in mind of them» telling him that it 
would be convenient for him to vifit his houf<^ in 
the Countrey, and that if he pleafd fhe would ac- 
company him in the Countrey, and withal add- 
ing, that flie hoped he would be as good as his 
word, and make her a confiderable Joynture ; he 
reply'd that fhe had fo well pleas'd him, that he 
would make her ^ Joynture of all he had, fhe be- 
lieving that it was as confiderable as the Letter 
exprefs*d, gave him many thanks ; and thus he fed 
her with good words, but flill delay'd his Journey, 
aad put her off with fome odd pretence or other, 
but fhe at lafl becoming importunate with him for 
her Joynture, he told her that he was fo well skilled 
in Law, that he would draw a Draught of it bim- 
felf, and give it hertoadvife with her friends, fhewas 
now well enough content, only fhe flill put him in 
mind of the Draught of the Joynture; he told her 
he was about it, and had almofliinifhed it,and one 
day told her that now it was done, and that he 
alfo had occafion to take a Journey for three 
days, and in that time fhe might confer with her 
friends about the Draught he would leave her ; 
fhe was very well content, and he taking money 
in his Pocket went his journey ; when fhe taking 
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the Paper he had left, and believing it to be the 
draught of her Joynture, went to fome of her near- 
eft Relations to confer with, and have their ad- 
vice about it, but they opening the Paper, inftead 
of the expefled draught of a Joynture, they found 
thefe Lines : 



Grave plodding Sirs^ my Wife Fve fent to you^ 
That you' le advtfe her wkatjked had bejl to do ; 
Sh^s rich andfo am /, beyond controul, 
For I /tave Lordjhips bomtdlefs as my foul; 
She's vafily rich what needfhe covet more? 
Yet gaining me^fhis richer than before ; 
I have no Lands, confejl, but I have wit. 
Make herfuch yoynture as you pleafe of it : 
I have good parts too, thatfhe kn<yws full well, 
And may coftfefs, if not afham'd to tell ; 
Both which fhefhall command nor will I be 
Unkind to Iter that was thus kind to me ; 
What would fhe more? having enough of Pelf , 
SKhath all fhe could /lave^Jincefhe hath myfelf: 
Dear-fecond'felf be not difpleas'd, that I 
Have f rani d a Letter to gain thee thereby : 
Who would not rack his wits tofpringa Myne 
So rich ? all otiier' s poor compared to thine; 
Now here the Powers above henceforth decree. 
That none may work tvithin that Mine but me. 



The Gentleman returning, found his wife in fo 
pleafant and debonair a temper, that he thought fhe 
had complotted with her friends fome fatisfaftory 
revengethat might be equivalentto the ftratagems 
he had laid to gain a wealthyWidow, with the fubtle 
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pretences of a fair promifmg fortune. But having 
difcourft her to every thing, and penetrating the 
veryreceffesof her heart, found (he was more fatis- 
fied with his wit in this cunning contrivance, than 
if he had the real enjoyment of what he fo largely 
pretended ; and now (he hugg'd his foul with much 
more ardency than her feeble hands could do his 
body : great was the fatisfaftion on both fides, 
but much greater was the Gentlewomans, finding 
an Husband anfwerable to her defires, beyond 
all expeftations ; neither was the Gentleman back- 
ward in making ample acknowledgements how 
happy he was in that his propitious ftars had by 
their clearftiining influence lighted him to fo fair a 
wife, with fo large a Fortune : The Friends and 
Relations of this joyful Bride were all very well- 
contented by being out-witted by a Gentleman 
every way compleat both as to 5ouI and Body, 
each wifliing it had been their lucky hap to have 
had a Son in Law of fo worthy a perfon. 

For a confiderabletime they nothingbut treated 
one another, which was done on all fides with fo 
much Gallantry and generous freedom, as fuf- 
ficiently demonftrated the greatnefs of the re- 
fpefts and friendfhip they had for one another. 
The new married Couple were like a pair of. 
Turtles, always wooing and courting each other, 
with fo much ardency and affeflion, that they 
were look'd uponbyall,as the beft Pattern of a kind 
Husband and a loving Wife. After this manner 
they lived fome years, and obtained the fruit of 
all their enjoyments, by having feveral Children 
Males and Females : But as it is ufually and philo- 
fophically faid that what is violent is feldom perma- 
nent, fo it proved true in our two Lovers ; for 
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though there was no fimilitude in the loves of 
others to theirs, yet length of time made their 
loves fo diflimular to each other by an unhappy 
accident, that we have fcarcely heard of an Ex- 
ample of the like kind, which produced a more 
difmal and lamentable Tragedy. 

This Gentlewoman as I have informed you, was 
an extraordinary Beauty, very handfome, and of a 
winning carriage, very familiar where (he obferved 
any thingof merit or defert; only to be blamed for a 
fmall matter of Avarice, which had ever ran in the 
veins of her Anceftors; but principally to beadmir- 
ed for her modeft deportment and chafle difpofi- 
tion. In her minority when the fweet Rofe-bud, her 
virginity was fcarce blown, fhe had a vaft quantity 
of Suiters, which daylyfoUicited her Parents togive 
their confent that they might addrefs themfelvesto 
the Daughter by the way of marriage, fome of the 
more wealthy fort were permitted, others for want 
of a Fortune fuitable to hers, were denied, but 
(he for her part lookt upon them all with fo much 
indifferency, that (he gave none an occafion to 
boaft of her extraordinary favours. 

Whilft her amorous Vifitants were defpair- 
ing by reafon of her extream coldnefs, a young 
and fprightly Gentleman hearing of her incom- 
parable beauty, and rare accompli(hments crowd- 
ed in among the reft of her Adorers, and at firft 
fight concluded what he faw, to out-ftrip what 
ever he had taken upon report, and fell pa(rion- 
ately in love with her, and having not other Rhe- 
torique but his eyes, he employed them fo ef- 
feftually, that they fpake more in his behalf, 
than if he had had the advantage of a fcore of 
eloquent tongues to have pleaded his Caufe ; the 
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wanning Rays of thefe two little glittering Orbs 
thaw'd her afTeflion with as much facility as the 
melting Sun diffolves an hoary froft crifping the 
Pearly-dew'd grafs in a ^o^'-moming. Thus at the 
firft interview there was a reciprocal return of each 
others affeflions, but though there was a fuitable- 
nefs in their wills, yet there was a defparity in 
their Fortunes, whiih caufed her friends to be ut- 
terly againft any overture that fhould be made 
as to a Match with this young Gentleman and 
their Daughter, and left there (hould be any pri- 
vate conference between them which might more 
ftrongly cement their affeftions, they refolved to 
prevent all things of that nature by fending her 
to a place not only remote, but altogether un- 
known to any but themfelves. 

What an heart-breaking this was to our two 
Lovers I will give you leave to imagine ; for a time 
it was almoft intolerable, but Abfence the beft re- 
medy for a Love-fick heart cured her in fome 
part ; and hearing that her friend's difcontent had 
forced him to travel with a refolution never to re- 
turn, ((he being call'd home to her fathers houfe) 
was induced to permit the vifits of her Amorifts 
as before; and now feeing her felf incapable ofhold- 
ing out longer, by reafon of the perfwafion of her 
Parents, and inceflant importunities of her Lover, 
yields to him, and fo they were married, with 
whom flie lived very happily ; but her Husband 
dying, (he lived a while a widow, in hope to hear 
from her firft Lover, which ever makes the deep- 
eft impreffion on the amorous heart, but being af- 
fur'd by feveral credible perfons (as (he thought) 
thathewasdead, ftiebathinghismemorywithfome 
tears, refolved when opportunity ftiould fair and 

G 
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advantagioufly offer it felf, (he would throw off 
her Widow-hood and re-affume her former con- 
dition. To this purpofe feveral addreffed them- 
felves to her, butihe beingapolitick and crafty wo- 
man, gave ear to them all, but gave credit to 
none. And indeed for my part I cannot but ap- 
plaud her prudence in not too haftily marrying 
after the deceafe of her Husband, if it were for 
nothing elfe than the dayly treats a woman (hall 
meet withal in that condition, if fhe be handfome; 
if wealthy, how will the prefents come tumbling 
hourly into her lap ? Not a beauty hunter in the 
Town but will endeavour to have a flurt at the 
Widow, and not a younger brother or decay'd Gal- 
lant but will try tofawder up his crack'd Fortunes, 
though he fpend his whole Revenue on her, that 
IS, either what he hath about him, or what he can 
borrow upon a thoufand Oaths and Froteftations. 
But to return where I left off, this Widow ad- 
mitted feveral to carefs her, whom ftie entertained 
handfomely befitting their quality ; among the 
reft this laft (indigent) Gentleman accofted her, the 
greatnefs of whofe affeftions with the pretence of 
a great Eftate, carried her from all the reft ; hap- 
pily they lived fome confiderable time, and longer 
they might have fo done, had not this Gentlewo- 
mans firft Loverretumed,whodid foupon noother 
account than that he heard his dearlybeloved Mif- 
trefs was in a condition to receive him into her bo- 
fom, and fo make him amends for all the forrow 
and trouble he had fuftained for her fake: but find- 
ing his expe£lations fruftrated,he behaved himfelf 
like a man diftrafled, efpecially when he had 
heard from her own mouth, had he been prefent, 
of all the men in the world fhe would have cho- 
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fen him for her Husband This indeared exjM"ef- 
fion as it would at another time have tranfported 
him into an Extafie of Joy, fo now it wrought 
contrary effe6ls upon him, for to think by his 
rafli and inconfiderate abfenting himfeif he had 
loft that ineftimate prize he might have enjoy'd 
by waiting near it with patience. His madnefs 
encreas'd to that height, he took his Bed and fell 
into a defperate Fever ; his Miftrefs hearing in 
, what a fad condition this poor Gentleman lay 
for her fake, could do no lefs than give him a vi- 
fit to comfort him, and reduce him if it were pof- 
fible to his former underftanding, for he raved 
night and day, continually calling on her name, 
exclaiming againfl her cruelty, and I know not 
what 

The ravings of this Gentleman were bruited 
every where fome pitying him, whilft they cunr 
ningly pryed into the caufe of his diftemper, and 
by reafon he was a perfon well known to moft of 
the inhabitants, old ftories were rapt up, and all 
concluded the deplorablenefs of his prefent ftate 
proceeded from this Gentlewoman. 

Her Husband was not fo deaf, but that he 
heard all thefe mutterings, which extreamly dif- 
turb'd his fpirits, infomuch that he now began to 
queftion in his thoughts his Wife's fidelity to 
him, but expreft not his refentments in the leaft, 
refolving to fee what the event of thefe things 
would be. The Gentlewoman on the other fide 
fearing left fhe (hould be the death of him (he 
once loved equally with her own life, refolved to 
reftore him if Ihe could, and to that intent (he 
judged the beft expedient was to remove his def- 
pair, by giving him fome hopes that he had a 
fliare in that heart ftill which was once totally 
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his ; which (he did with fo much affurance (though 
with no fuch intent) that he had not fo loft his 
fenfes but that he underftood what (he faid, and 
therefore begg'd a repetition of thefe words again, 
which (he did fo fweetly and with fo much feem- 
ing reality, that this remedy had like to have 
proved his abfolute mine, for at this he cryed 
out as loud as his weakned fpirits would give 
leave, O let me die ! fince none more happy now 
than I, and fo fell into a fwound ; there were 
none in the Room but thefe two, but the Gen- 
tlewoman with her fhrieks foon fill'd the Room, 
who aflifted all to recal him, with much difficulty 
they did, and now their greateft care was to get 
him to fleep ; he was now eafily perfwaded to 
any thing, to all their admirations, and fo repo- 
fing him felf that night, there was by the next 
morning wrought fo wonderful a change that all 
his friends were amazed. This miraculous reco- 
very plainly appeared to proceed from his Doc- 
trefs for after this there was not a vifit that (he 
gave him, which did not fenfibly amend him. 

At length he was reftored to his perfe6l health, 
and now did this Gentlewomans Husband fall 
fick of a worfe diftemper, the Plague of Jealoujie^ 
and raved as the other had done, but in a worfe 
manner ; for now he did not ftick to call that 
wife (which he knew with all her Friends to be 
honeft and virtuous) Whore, Strumpet, &rc. It 
was to no purpofe for her to juftify her inno- 
cency, for he was fo ftrongly poffeft with an 
opinion of her difhonefty, that he would not hear 
the leaft Plea in her behalf, but fo enrag'd he 
was that nothing proceeded out of his mouth 
but vows to be revenged on his Wife and loofe 
Affociate ; feveral attempts he made on them 
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both, but inefieflual; infomuch thatitwas now high 
time for their friends to advife them not to come 
near him, till fome means might be ufed to con- 
vince him of his misbelief, and to lay open the 
danger that would enfue (hould he perfift in this 
mifgrounded opinion. 

This counfel was well received and followed, 
this Jealous Gentleman being thus deferted, and 
the SubjeSs of his revenge removed from him, 
ran up and down like a mad-man, but feeing at 
laft this could not be the way to effeft his pur- 
pofe, defifted from raving, and feemed to hearken 
to the counfel of his friends who advifed by all 
means to harbour no fuch unworthy thought of 
his wife, pawning their fouls (he was as honeft as 
their own, with many more perfwafions, which he 
hearkned to with great attention feemingly, and 
to be fhort, acknowledg'd his error ; and if that 
they would be the inftruments of bringing his 
wife to him again, he would on his knees beg her 
forgivenefs, and the Gentleman whom he had 
wrong'd, they making him bind his promife with 
many Vows and Proteftations, affured him they 
would life their utmofl endeavour, in Ihort time 
they prevailed with the Gentlewoman to return 
upon the Conditions aforefaid. 

Coming home, this hypocritical jealous Devil 
prepared a fumptuous Dinner, and invited his 
fuppofed Rival, with many friends to rejoyce witfi 
him in this happy reconciliation between him 
and his wife, and in the mean time he applied 
himfelf to an Apothecary, an intimate friend of 
his, whom he thought wicked enough for his 
purpofe, and one that he might confidently truft, 
telling him that his wife was a Whore, and that 
he knew the Rogue her lafcivious Paramour; 
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that he was a dead man if he was not revenged 
on them both by death, and for that purpofe he 
mufl help him to a flrong dofe of poyfon that 
Ihall difpatch them inftantly; the Apothecary 
after fome paufes, with the provifo of never 
being difcovered, confented, and gave him fome- 
thing in a paper, which with much joy he re- 
ceived, and carried home with all expedition. 
By this time dinner was ready and ferv'd up, the 
Guefts feated, and he bidding them welcome 
with a chearful countenance, declared to the 
whole Company that he had highly wrong'd 
his wife, and that Gentleman pointing to him, 
that if they would forgive him, he would make 
them amends ; they readily condefcended to 
what he had propounded, and now nothing but 
a general joHty was obferved throughout the 
Table, the Glaffes went about merrily, there be- 
ing all forts of wine to excefs; and now let 
me bring this feaft to its Cataftrophe. The 
Cloth being removed, and all prepared and 
ready for a Grace-cup, this gracelefs man, the 
Matter of the Feaft, call'd for a Bottle of Wine, 
in which before he had conveyed what he had 
received from the Apothecary, and filling out 
thereof in a large glafs up to the brimm, drank 
an health to his wife, wifhing they might never 
have more difference here, his Wife and all the 
Company gladly accepted the notion ; he hav- 
ing drank it off filled to his wife, which Ibe drank 
off to her former Lover, he receives it, and drank, 
as the other had done, to the next having io 
done, the Husband ftarted up, faying. It was 
enough, it fhould go no further ; every one ad- 
mired at the humour, which he perceiving, faid, 
you muft think I love my wife and her friends 
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better than fo, than that they (hould drink what 
you do, they deferve to have fomething therein 
better than ordinary to end all differences on 
Earth, and make them Saints in Heaven, I love 
them not fo ill as not to bear them company ; 
Come, come to your prayers for a profperous 
journey, our time is but fhort. Lordl what a 
confufion was all the room in, when they heard 
him fpeak after this manner, knowing now that 
he had perfefted his revenge by poyfoning them 
and himfelf too. Several were difpatcht in- 
ftantly for Antidote to expel the poyfon, whilft 
the poor Gentlewoman and her friend were on 
their knees offering up their laft Petitions : hav- 
ing faid fome Prayers, Husband, faid fhe, I for- 
give you with all my Soul, but know, I ever 
lov'd you too well to defile your Bed, and as 
thefe are (as I fuppofe) the laft words I (hall 
ever fpeak to you more, I am innocent as to what 
you unjuftly fufpeft me with ; and let me, faid 
her friend, on the dying words of a fmful man 
proteft, I never defiled your Bed, and do believe 
her from all others as chafte as the chafteft Vef- 
tal- Virgin ; whilft they were thus confeffing, the 
Apothecary came in juft as the Husband had 
kneeled to ask Heaven forgivennefs for this tri- 
ple murder. The Apothecary feeing them all in 
this pofture, he broke out into a very extrava- 
gant laughter, which made the Husband turn 
about his head, who feeing the Apothecary, 
cryed out, Seize that Villain, it is he that hath 
help'd me to do this damn'd A£l, it is he that 
hath fumifhed me with thofe hellifh materials to 
niurder the innocent ; by this time conceit had 
fo wrought on the other two, that, by their faces 
it was high time the Apothecary faw to unriddle 
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the whole matter ; wherefore defiring them to 
rife, Gentlemen, faid he, the Mafter of this houfe 
upon a difcontent grounded on jealoufie, the par- 
ticulars whereof you all know, came to me, and 
defired affiftance in his revenge by poyfon, had I 
deny'd him he would have gone to fome elfe, 
who might have embraced his wicked defign, 
but to the intent I might hinder all further at- 
tempts, I gave him nothing but what was harm- 
lefs, and affure your felves there is no danger in 
what you have drank, my life for yours ; this 
ftrangely amaz'd them all, the Gentlewoman was 
demanded how (he felt her felf, (he acknowledged 
to have no fenfe of alteration, and fo did the 
other ; the Husband feeing how fouly his Plot 
was difcovered, and being a(hamed to breath 
after fo much intentional guilt, drew a Dagger and 
attempted to ftabb himfelf three or four times, but 
was ftill prevented, being at laft fomewhat paci- 
fied by his good wife, he retired, and having for 
two years fequeftred himfelf from the enjoyments 
of the world, exercifmg himfelf in all things that 
became a penitent man, he vowed a weekly pen- 
nance during his life, and fo was throwly recon- 
ciled to his wife, and the moderate enjoyments 
of this life. 

And thus Mi(trefs Z^^^n^M^rfinifhed all her Sto- 
ries acquainting us further, that amongft thefe 
xnan^ Amorifts that came to fee her, her friend 
the bcrivener, became intimately acquainted with 
her, and frequenting her Company c^en, gained 
fo great an Intereft in her, that he being bound 
for the Eafi Indies, perfwaded h«r to go with him 
in mans apparel» which (he did» and there found 
fomeof h^cddacQuaintance»and onethathad been 
ib famUiar with her before in E^glamL Eveiy 
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one had now given an account of the moft con- 
liderable paflages of their lives, excepting only 
the Captain, who being follicited thereunto, free- 
ly condefcended to anatomize his life, without 
mincing the leaft material truth, and thus in 
the Chapters following gives you the whole re- 
lation. 

^ CHAP. VII. 

The Sea-Captain gives an account of his illegiti- 
mate Birth at Briftol, was left on a Stalls and 
maintained by the Parifh. He is deluded by a 
Bawdy and perfwaded to fieal; he is taken 
ipfo fa6lo, committed, arraigned, and con- 
demned to be tranfported ; the Bawd is carted. 

It's now high time for me to acknowledge the 
great Satfefaftion I have received in your re- 
lating fo many witty and pleafant paflages, that 
have occurred in your lives time hitherto ; nor 
can I (without injuring your ingenuity) but com- 
mend your generous freedom in difcourfing every 
Remarque, and not omiting any obfervable, 
though you knew it could not chufe but cut the 
very throat of your dying Reputations ; and that 
I may not feem to fall (hort of that franknefs, 
and gallantry, I will not fo much as feem tainted 
of the late unpardonable fin of thefe times ; Men 
making it generally their bufinefs to cenfure the 
Lives and A6lions of others, without being in the 
leaft fenfible of their own, or amending thofe 
they cannot hide. Wherefore I (hall not abate 
my felf an Ace, nor fhall I let a Vice efcape, 
(whereof I am and hath been plentifully ftored) 
without letting you take notice of its (hape, com- 
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plexion, and conftitution ; Nor {hall I hide this 
truth from you, that I came into the world by 
ftealth ; being begot in Hugger-mugger. As my 
Parents begot me raihly, fo they left me care- 
lefly to the world, not doubting, but that which 
was gotten with fo much heat, would live in 
fpight of Fate. They were the more refolute in 
this cruel refolution of leaving me on a Stall, 
having generally obferved the good Fortune that 
generally attends Baftards. I was not long left 
on the Stall, (as my Nurfe hath feveral times 
fmce informed me,) but that Hunger awakening 
me, I piped fo fhrilly, (and fo unexpeftedly lowd 
from a Child fo young,) that I foon penetrated 
the ears of a great many pitiful minded perfons 
that were paffing by that way : but the greateft 
number were of the Female Sex. The Maids, 
you may think had fine tittering fport ; whilft I 
poor Babby cryed for I knew not what, and well 
it had been if I never had known what it was to 
fhed a Tear. At length a notable old Woman 
of the vulgar fort, prefling into the crowd ; Stand 
afide (quoth fhe) ye giggletting Huzzies ; get ye 
home to your Mijlreffes fervice; there is fome of 
ye, for all your laughing now I warrant ye^ will 
be putting finger in eye before thefe nine Months, 
upon the like account, and fo fteps to me/ What 
(faid fhe) the Child mufl notflarve, though it be a 
By blow ; its none of the poor infants fault ; and 
fo opening her Breaft, fhe condufted her Nipple 
to my mouth, which immediately quieted my bawl- 
ing. Various were the Difcourfes and fuppofitions 
of the People whofeChildlfhould be, every one gi- 
ving in his verdift according to his imagination, or 
the fufpitions he had entertained of fuch and fuch. 
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Some that were more curious and inquifitive than 
the reft, ftriflly furvey'd me all over, and having 
commended me foraluftyChild (as generally fuch 
are, who are begotten by the heat of blood and 
ftrength, grown to full perfeftion) but likewife 
praifed the proportion and promifmg features of my 
tender countenance. At laft, a Paper fome efpy'd 
pinn'd to my breaft, which my Nurfe preferving, 
frnce I was of years, fhe gave them me,and I com- 
mitted them to my memory, which were thefe ; 

You fee F me pretty y and am cleanly clad ; 

Shew then more pity y than my Mother had. 

But four daysjinccy that I received breath; 

do not let me cry myfelfto death. 

Take home your Childy this Parifh is my Mother ; 

A nd whafs diflreffed in it is my Brother. 

Keep me awhile, for in fome time don't fear y 

I' le fully recompenceyourcoft and care. 

Whilft thefe were reading by a fellow, that 
thought himfelf not meanly fo, becaufe he could read 
written hand ; there was a general filence, but no 
fooner had he ended, but there arofe a greater tat- 
tlingnoifeintheCrowd,than twenty Bake-houfes,or 
a Fair in any Countrey town could produce. Saith 
one ; / warrant the Father otCt was no Fooly for 
doubtle/ly he wrote the VerfeSy but the Mother was 
without quelHon a cruel Quean^ that could find in her 
heart to letfo lovely a Babe to perifh by extremity of 
cold; for it was then about January. TheConftable 
was ftraight way informed of this accident, who 
readily came^ and caufed me to be carryed to a 
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Churchwardens : the Woman that was fo tender- 
hearted as to fuckle me, was glad of the imploy- 
ment, hoping fhe might be the Woman elefted to 
be my Nurfe ; which fell out accordingly, fhe lately 
loofmg her own Child of a quarter old. The good 
woman was overjoyed (he had got another to fup- 
ply the place of her own ; efpecially fmce fhe fuf- 
pefted that her age would not permit her to be 
affiftingin the getting of another, and thereforewas 
the more tender of me; Her care and fondnefs made 
me grow apace, fo that in 12 Months I was called 
her chopping Boy. To pafs over that age, wherein 
the underftanding is in Embrio, and Reafon and 
Experience have not yet confulted about the go- 
verning of the grand concerns of mans future be- 
ing ; I fhall only give you an account of my Life 
from the Ninth Year of my Age, till this prefent. 
My Nurfe could not choofe, when I was but 
Seven years old, but take notice of many things I 
committed, for which fhe feverely chaflis'd me, 
endeavouring to flop me in my firfl proceedings, 
knowing my pretty Rogueries had their rife from 
an inclination to all manner of Vice. Above all 
things I loved all forts of flrong Liquors, not 
that anything accounted pleafurable, could go 
amifs with me ; for how could it otherwife be, 
fmce my Parents, (as I have been informed) ftu- 
died only how to enjoy their Heaven here, by ea; 
joyingwhat was agreeable mofl to fence; andthj 
fore I could not be unlike them, who was the al 
lute extraft of no common delights. I fay I loved 
in an extraordinary meafure, whatfoever was 
flrong, yet being too young, and fo could not 
drink for the fake of good company, I would 




Part 4. Witty Extravagant. 93 

greedily drink for its own fake, and that I might 
procure my fatisfadlion that way, I found fre- 
quent opportunities to fteal fmall parcels out of 
myNurfesPurfe whenfhe was afleep,and then pre- 
tending that (he fent me for Ale, would drink it 
by the way ; Any fmall trivial thing, as a Knife, 
&c, in any Houfe wherever I came,linftantlyfeiz*d 
them as my proper Goods and Chattels, and con- 
verted|themto the ufe aforefaid : I had a very good 
convenience of a Bawdy-houfe not above a Muf- 
quet (hot from our Houfe; the well difpofed Matron 
thereof, would not only receive what I brought, but 
would give me half as much Ale as it was worth, be- 
fides her blefling, (curfe be upon it, I never thriv'd 
fince I had it,) the breath of her beft wifhes being 
enough to blaft the moftpromifing hopes, that ever 
yet afpiring Youth entertained within his bread ; 
Nay, flie told me I was her white Boy, inftrufted 
and encouraged me in the Art of theevery, telling 
me the welcomer I was, the oftner I came. By this 
means I began to know what it was to keep Com- 
pany, her Wenches being my initiators, by whofe 
help and my forward endeavours, I commenced 
Mafterof Art, before I could fum up Twelve years; 
I foon became Profeffor of that deep Myftery, and 
could when occafion ferved not, fwear mouthingly, 
(which others call gracefully,) looking impudently, 
talk impertinently, or imprudently, drink profound- 
ly, and fmoak everlaftingly. I had got a trick to 
laugh at every thing, becaufe I would not be ac- 
counted morofe, or^phlegmatick ; The melancholy 
man is a thing by itfelf, differing from the whole 
creation ; in which every individual ^^«Vj loves 
either an intercourfe in converfe, or amicable So- 
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ciety. That humour certainly was fpawned by the 
Devil if it be true (as it is affirmed) that all Vices 
take their Original from MelanchoIy:onthe contra- 
ry, what fault can he commit, whilft he is laughing, 
and merry, that deferves fo much as the knitting of 
a Brow ? Not that I will excufe my felf ; for my 
laughter was immoderate, and unfeafonable, things 
fo offenfively ridiculous to any wife man, (as I have 
confidered fmce) that it were better to be deftitute 
of a mouth, than that diftorted Mouth fhould 
abufe the grateful off-fpring of a cheerful heart. 

I could not have gone to a fitter iSchool than this, 
to learn Impudence, Lies, Oaths, Drunkennefs, with 
all other Vicesand Debaucheries, whichcommonly 
flow from fuch like Nurferies for Hell, Faftors for 
the Devil. My frequent ramblings after this man- 
ner abroad, and in my returns, my jolly temper and 
jocular humour at home, made my Nurfe begin 
to fufpefl me, calling me to an account where I 
had been, with whom, and whether I had not tip- 
pled. I was grown fo ftout a Drunkard in fo fhort 
a time, that my tongue and feet made a firm con- 
tract never to betray me, and therefore to all her 
demands I had excufes at my fingers ends : How- 
ever fhe could not but fenfibly find a decreafe in 
her fmall ftock ; her chief livelihood depending on 
the fale of Apples, Nuts, Ginger-bread, Eggs, and 
the like, and thought all her endeavours were 
blafted from above : I faw her much troubled, 
and grieved, and I could not but be a little trou- 
bled, that I fhould be the deflruflion of my pre- 
ferver; but as feldom any fuch perplexing thoughts 
came into my head, fo I was ever cautious how 
I entertained fuch difquietncfs. But Heaven de- 
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creed, that I fliould not be the mine of this 
Woman, and therefore permitted me to go no 
longer on in my Roguery with her. For a little 
diftance off our Houfe, I ftept into a lower room 
in an Alehoufe, and feeing no body, I imagined 
the coaft was clear. If I had feen any, I fhould 
have askt f ome blind queftion or other ; for I 
was fufficiently well acquainted, not only in that 
Parifti, but through all Brijlol ; that was the 
place of my Nativity : I fay, feeing none, I 
catcht up a Beaker, thinking it was Silver, (but 
its new fcouring deceived me) and clapt it into 
my Breeches, and fo marcht off, as I thought un- 
difcovered, endeavouring with what fpeed I could 
to repair to my old Rendezvouz. But he that 
obferved me to fteal the Beaker did now dog me 
to the Bawdy-houfe, which I had no fooner en- 
tred, but I was groaping in my Breeches for my 
purchafe, which when I had puird out, I tendred 
to my Landlady, defiring her to be civil to me ; 
neWe que/Hon (quoth the fellow behind my back, 
that had watcht, and now catcht me) you Jhal 
have as nitich civility as a whip will bejiow on your 
back ; bejides what kindnefs lies in my power to do 
you. Hearing him fay fo, I would have run a 
race with him, but I found him indifpofed, being 
out of breath before, and therefore held me faft, 
defiring one of thofe that were crowding about 
the door to hear what was the matter, to go and 
fetch a Conftable, which one more ofEcious Rafcal 
than the reft, prefently did ; and the Conftable 
taking me in cuftody, and about to carry me 
before the Juftice {cxy^di) Hold, good Mr. Conftable, 
i pray. Sir, let me dejire you to put your f elf to the 
trouble to view the Houfe farther \ zvhich by this 
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grave Matrons leavCy I queJHon not we Jhall find 
well fumijhed with variety of Goods which by her 
con/iant carey and the indefatigable pains of others 
fhe hath gotten together. This fellow, with the Con- 
ftable, and my own roguifh Urchinfliip had no 
fooner entred the Kitchin, but he efpyed a Plate 
with the Letters of his name on't, which I had 
ftoln about a fortnight before from him : which 
taking up in his hands, fharply demanded of the 
good old Gentlewoman, how long it had been a 
fojourner in her houfe, and by what means it 
came to ftray fo far from home ? This antiquated 
piece of more than common impudence, did not 
ftick to tell him that fhe bought two dozen of 
them of fuch a one, that lately broke up Houfe 
keeping. Where are they^ quoth he ? before you 
on the (helf quoth fhe, with as much ignorance, 
as confidence. Upon this, he made his eyes the 
diligent and fpeedy Surveyors of that fhelf on 
which the Plate f^ood, and of two dozen he found 
not two marked with one and the fame Letters. 
Why thou illiterate fool (faid he) / took thee till now 
to be an old crafty Devil-ridden Hag ; the very 
Marks (which are all itv^tdX) do fufficiently evidence 
that each had his Mafler^ before thou wert Mifirefs 
of the four and twenty. Hereupon he made a flridl 
Survey over the Utenfils of the Kitchen, and 
found mofl of them of the like nature. Some 
trivials whereof he knew to be his own, as Spoons, 
Porringers, Sawccrs, and other fmall things of 
light carriage, and eafie conveyance, all which he 
feized and committed them to the cuflody of the 
Conflable. Then turning to me ; Come my little^ 
pretty-rafcally /Aii^ (quoth he) as you have/hewn 
your felf ingenuous^ fo ingenioufly confefs what 
things you lutveflollenfromtime to time^ either from 
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ffteor myNeigftbourkoody and info doinglwUlJland 
your friend, and endeavour to mitigate the feverity 
of your efifuing punifhment. 

I hearkened diligently to his flattering words, 
(for fo I found them) but knew not what to re- 
folve on, thinking on the old Proverb, Confefs and 
be liang'd made me as fileht, as a Turkijh Mute, 
or one born dumb. Which he perceiving and 
finding me timerous ; come^ confefs like a good Boy, 
faith hey ot/ierwife it fliall be t/ie worfe for you. 
Hearing him fay fo, I trembling looking fted- 
faftly on him, to my great forrow could read in 
his angry countenance the manner and feverity 
of my punifhment Certainly had he at the time 
been arraigned upon fufpition of Murder, the 
Judge needed no other evidence than that of his 
monftroufly cruel looks. Never did Keeper of 
New-gate look half fo frightingly on a re-taken 
Fellon, having broken Prifon, than he on me, and 
therefore without dallying with him further, I 
fell on my knees, and with as many fait tears, as 
fweet words begging his pardon, I informed him 
of every particular I could remember that I had 
ftoUen from him ; afluring him further, that it 
was not my own natural difpofition, but the in- 
ftigation of that old Beldame (pointing to the 
Bawd) that induced me thereunto ; encouraging 
nie daily in this pilfering way, by receiving what 
I brought her, and making me drunk for it ; and 
if I had not brought her a purchafe once in two 
dayes, I had her menaces and threats ; befides 
her upbraiding me with floath and idlenefs, and 
calling me her good boy for nought. Mrs. Bawd 
had not the patience to hold her tongue longer, 
but too haftily endeavouring to excufe her felf, 
by accufing me, her lying pretences had like to 

H 
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have choaked her by difgorging them tcx> faft, fo 
that (he was fcxrced to pawfe a while till Ihe had 
recovered a little breath, and wiped away the 
froth fhe had fo plentifully foamed at the mouth ; 
prefently after (he opened in this manner ; Why 
you young Rogue ? how dare you thus abufe an 
honejl Woman (though I fay it) of my Calling f I 
am old enough to be your Grandmother^ and there- 
fore you might have reverenced my Age. Befides I 
havepaid Scot and Lot theft two and thirty years 
where I live, and as well, or better acquainted with 
the Juflice, than mofl of theParifli are with his 
Clerk; Sirrah,it is well known what I am; a Mo- 
ther of many Children inanhoneflcalHng^andnever 
left them to be kept by tlu Parifh, as your Mother 
did you. Whores-egg. I have hctd Knights and gal- 
lant Gentlemen in my Houfe early atul late,and none 
of them roeryet could fay black was mine eye. I have 
had as fine handfom Gentlewomen(andyoungtoo)as 
any in this City, that would not have dUtedwiththeir 
friend without me, I thank them ; and as they were 
my Lodgers, tliey had fo great a refpell for me, that 
tfiey would not fHr abroad, or hardly do any thing 
without my approbation, and fuch was their efleem 
of me, that I am venerably called their Mother by 
thefn, and others to this day. 

Well Mother, (then faid vay Securer) let us go to 
this yufiiceyou arefo well acquainted with; I doubt 
me, that knowledge you have of him will do you no 
great good ; it would fiave been more your ad- 
vantage if you had lefs known him. And fo 
without further delay he charging the Con- 
ilable with us, and the Conftable charg^g 
others to aid and affift him, my Grandame and 
I were both conveyed before the Juftice, where 
upon examination I confeffed all, not mincing 
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thetruth intheleaft, layingallthefaulton the Bawd, 
who endeavoured to excufe her felf, but to no pur- 
pofefor the Juftice toldherheknew her too well, and 
was glad of this opportunity to put a period to her 
Bawdy reign; as I had confeft my felf guilty of thofe 
petty thefts, fo I had my mitlimus immediately 
drawn, and fo had fhe hers too, and the more de- 
fervedly, by how much the Receiver is worfe than 
the Thief. We wanted not attendance (you may 
imagine) to theGaohthewhole Street, and the next 
to that being raifed in an inftant to fee a fpeflacle 
fo prepofteroufly difagreeable. In the firft place a 
thing fo antiquated and old, that there was not one 
on Earth living that knewher age, neither could fhe 
tell herfelf, having outlived the knowledge thereof, 
and yet inftead of minding her winding (heet, fhe 
would have ftoln her own Coffin rather than law- 
fully buy it, had Ihe any way of a cleanly convey- 
ance ; nay would have cheated the Sexton of a 
Burying-place, if hernails, which werelongenough, 
had they been as ftrong, could dig her own Grave. 
In the next place, a fight to be lamented, one fo 
young, that he had nofooner skiptout of his Hang- 
ing fleeves, but was gotten into the Highway, or 
ready road to be hang*d. 

The Crowd and throng of People was fo great 
about us, that the Conftable made what fpeed he 
could to Shop us, fo that we were forced to march 
a-pace, a thing that would vex a Horfe to be on a 
Hand-Gallop to his own throat cutting. The 
Boys and Girls fwarm^d about me, fome calling 
me fingly. Thief ; others, theeving Baftard ; which 
unpleafant founds did fo often beat againfl the 
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Drum of my ear, that angers Heroick paflion 
was quickly alarm'd, and did foon put it felf into 
a pofture of revenge. Though I knew my felf 
bafely born, yet I found my blood had the fame 
heat and height of that of Princes ; and though I 
was too fenfible of the Guilt of their afperfions,yet 
my lofty Spirit would not brook to be upbraided 
therewith; wherefore, if any with his reproaches 
came fo near, asthatlcould reach himwithmyFift, 
I would not there fail to ring him a Peal. I had 
dafht fo many in the Face, Eyes, and Mouth, or 
wherever I could bed ftrike, that I engaged ayoung 
Army of Enemies againft me, who in Front and 
Rear, nay, on each wing too, did fo defperately af- 
fault me, thathad Ihadthehandsof afcoreof-ffn^irr- 
ttfes, they would have been to few, if no ftronger 
than mine. The Conftable at laft was forc'd to be 
my Champion, who fo bravelydefended me, as not 
to deprive me of my offending my numerous Foes. 
You muilnot imaginethatourgood Matron went 
along more quietly than my felf, who, (while I was 
fodifadvantagioufly fighting my way through) was 
pelted on all fides with rotten Apples, Addle Egs, 
Dirt, or whatever was filthy or loathfom ; fo that by 
that time we got to the Gaol, Ihe was now fitter for 
a Peft-houfe than a Prifon,having all thofe (linking 
ingredients about her, that are the common procu- 
rers of an univerfal Contagion. She no fooner en- 
tred the Gate, but the Prifoners cryed out, (ough, 
what have you brought hither .^ Do you think Want 
and Vermin will not kill us faft enough, but you 
muft thus poyfon us ? Such Criminals as were fo 
skilful as to knowtheir ownFprtunes, were inhopes 
that the flench of this woman would favethe Judge 
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the trouble of Condemning; and the Sheriff the la- 
bour of hanging them. Others who knew they 
fliould not die that Seffionsof a fuffocatingQuinfy, 
laid prefently violent hands on her, and dragging 
her into the Yard, there Pumpt her (weet and clean. 
The next work was to Hand-cuff us, and clap bolts 
between our Legs. My Godfathers (the Church- 
wardens of the Parifti) hearing of their gracelefs 
God-childs confinement, came to vifit me, who were 
worfe than ever yt?^.f comforterswere, for they only 
upbraided them of thofefecret fins which had thus 
publickly difgraced him ; but thefe told me, fhame 
was too mild a punifhment, and hanging was too 
good for me. In fhort, that fliould be my end, and 
wiflit I had faved the Parifli from charges, by 
being hanged fome years before. My Grandam 
hearing what a fad fentence my Ghoftly- Fathers 
pronounced againft me, and that I muft inevita- 
bly go to Pot concluded flie fliould be Rojifti-meat 
to bear me Company at old Nicks table ; for the 
People by her Diabolical looks were more than 
half perfuaded [Ihe could not but be a Witch at 
leaft. 

Seflions approaching I often meditated on the 
word. Hanging \ but the word ftruck fo heavy on 
my Imagination, that it rather benummed than 
anyways quickned the fenceof punifliment: Death 
I lookt on then with the ignorant and misjudg- 
ing eyes of a childifli underflianding, fancying 
that it was but the meer privation of Life, and 
there is an end, and not the feparation of Soul 
and Body for a while, till they be by the Infinity 
rejoyn'd, never to be feparated again, either in 
endlefs Joys, or Eternal Woes. But as often as I 
thought I fliould be foundly whipt, or but have as 
many fingle ft:ripes, for every feveral Roguery I 
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committed, fo often would the tears trickle from 
my eye, whilft my heart was ready to burft, not 
having the benefit to difcharge its grief. 

Whilft I was ruminating with my felf, what 
would become of me, my good Nurfe came to 
me, at whofe fight I was ready to diffolve into 
Tears, neither was fhe much behind hand with 
me, fo that it was very difficult to judge who 
wept fafteft. But at length recovering her felf, flie 
charged me home with all my mifcarriages, and 
thinking ftie had made me fully fenfible of them 
(which ftie thought fhe had done by my pitiful 
looks) fhe then inftrufted me, how I fhould be- 
have my felf for the future, if I efcaped this bout, 
and finally connfelling me that I fhould freely 
confefs my faults to* the Judge, and then moft 
penitently (with all fubmiffivenefs) beg his Ho- 
nour not only to pardon, but pity the tendernefs 
of my Age. I con'd my Leffon fo well, that three 
days after, when I was carried to the Sefifions 
Houfe amongft the reft of the Prifoners, and 
being called to the Bar, I was bid hold up 
my Hand, and anfwer to guilty or not guilty, to 
what I ftood Indifted } I anfwered guilty {/ub- 
miffa voce) with fo low a voice and fo much 
feeming fhamefacednefs, that the judge I per- 
ceived took fpecial notice of my feeming modeft 
behaviour. He thereupon askt me how old I 
was : My Lord (faid I) my Nurfe informs me I 
am twelve years old. A prime youngfter indeed, 
replyed my Lord ; but why faid you your Nurfe 
informed you, and not your Mother } May it 
pleafe your Honour, (faid I) I was never fo hap- 
py, either to know what fhe was, or where fhe 
is. At this reply of mine, I obferved his Lord- 
ihip more amazed, than he was before furprized» 
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to fee fo young a Felon appear before him; his 
wonder was fo great, that he only caufed me to 
be fet afide, and fo proceeded to the Trial of others. 
I was fo kind to my Granney, that I impeacht her 
not, and indeed her mittimus ran (by the conniv- 
ance of her old friend the Juflice, who had been a 
good Milch Cow to him, but could now keep her 
off no longer) for only keeping a Houfe of De- 
bauchery, and rank Bawdry. At the laft day of 
the Seflaons I was fentenced to be tranfported, and 
the venerable Gentlewoman (out of pure love to 
fee me aboard) had the favour to ride (by reafon of 
her great age) in a certain thing, vulgarly called a 
Tumbril, being Carted through the Town, attended 
according to cuftom, with the ufual Ceremonies 
that are duly performed on fuch folemn occafions. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Prifons marr and not tnendy giving growth to the 
feeds of Roguery, He is releaft out of Gaol^ 
dndfent aboard a Virginia man^ in order to his 
tranfportation ; he makes his efcape on (hore in tfie 
Cock-boat from King road, and travails on foot 
to Barnilaple ; he is entertained by an Hoftler^ 
wltat a notorious trick heferves his M after ; and 
how again his Mafler was notably revenged of 
him. 

I N that (hort time of my confinement I had made 
a confiderable addition to my (lock of Bold- 
nefs and Roguery, and was competently furniflied 
with fubtility and craft to manage my Roguifli 
defign : Nothing troubled me more, than that I 
had not xsiy liberty to put in practice what I 
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thought I very well underftood. Thus you fee a 
Prifonmoft commonly mars, but feldom mends any. 
Whilft I was wiftiing for, and ftudying how I 
might procure my enlargement, a Merchant came 
into the Prifon, and enquired for the Lad which 
was fentenced to be Tranfported ; I (being over- 
joyed with the hopes of getting loofe) prevented 
his further enquiry by telling him, I was the perfon. 
Hereupon he fixed his eyes upon me, which feem'd 
wellpleafed at the fpacknefs of my youth, and plea- 
fantly askt me ; whether if I were not forc'd, I had 
any defire to travail : I told him I fancied it above 
any thing, and were I left to my liberty, would 
make it my choice above all things. Since that you 
arefo willing (faid he) you Jhall go for Virginia ; 
and that I may be Jure of you, Jiay Jtere till I am 
ready to go, in the mean time I fhall provide you ne- 
ceffarieSy and when the time comes, pay your Fees, I 
prefently framed a fad countenance, and begged 
of him for the fake of all that was Sacred, to take 
me with him, and I would ferve him in any con- 
dition he pleafed ; and that if he did miftruft me, 
if he pleafed, I would go inftantly aboard. Being 
half perfwaded I would perform what I promifed, 
and taking compaflion of my pitiful moan, called 
the Keeper to him, and paying my Fees, inftantly 
fees me out before him ; he would not abfolutely 
truft me yet, and therefore bad me go ftraight for- 
ward till he countermanded me, which was but once 
in all the way, he drove me to his own houfe. 
This Gentleman was one of the moft confiderable 
Merchants \nBriJiol,\AiO trading much to Virginia, 
queftioned not but to make a confiderable Re- 
turn of me, being a lufty young comly Lad. By 
reafon our ftiip lay by the Key fide, a lufty Veffei 
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of three hundred Tuns, carrying twenty four Guns, 
he would not truft me on Board, fearing left the 
neamefs of the Veffels lying afhore, I fhould 
have the better opportunity of making my ef- 
cape : Wherefore he kept me at home with ^yt% 
enough over me ; and that I might not be altoge- 
ther idle, he difplaced two or three old Servants 
of his out of their wearifom imployments, Dog* 
ttim-fpits I mean (a ufual cuftom through the 
whole City) that I might take their turn. Now 
that my Mafter might not think I needed to be 
forced upon bufinefs, mornings, and afternoons, 
(wherein I had fome cooling hours) I voluntarily 
imployed in learning to write, the fight whereof 
gave my Mafter a wonderful Satisfaftion ; info- 
much, that he bought me a new Canvas Suit, 
with Shoes, Stockins, Hat, and two new Shirts, 
but yet would not fuffer me to ftir aboard. 

But now our Ship being rigg'd, victualed, and 
all things ready for a Voyage, fell down into 
King-road^ and he in a Boat the next day fent 
me aboard of her. There being now no hopes left 
for efcaping, I endeavoured to pleafe my felf by 
promifing my thoughts things impoflible, or very 
improbable when I Landed in Virginia. But that 
night there arofe a great ftorm the Wind blowing 
hard at South-Eaft, which made a very turbulent 
Sea, which fo frighted me, that I fully refolved if 
I efcaped this, I would never be drowned in an- 
other like it. We rode with but one Anchor, 
which coming home we were forced to drop our 
ftete Anchor which held us, and fo rid it out. 

The next Morning feveral of our men went 
aOiore to the Crock and Pill^ there to refrefh 
themfelves. I would have gone with them, but 
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could not be admitted ; wherefore I refolv'd ere it 
was long to go afliorebymy felf. In the day time 
it was impoitible to attempt any fuch enterprize ; 
wherefore I judged the night muft affift me, or no- 
thing would ; the Wind being not fair, nor likely 
to be, one day mod of our men took Boat, and 
went up to Brijloly where taking their leaves of 
their friends, came down to us as merry as Hawks, 
thofe that had been aboard all day, upon the return 
of the Ships Crew, went afliore to the Pill^ where 
in lefs time, they got as confiderable a Dofe as the 
moft head ftrong of any of the refthad done. Night 
coming on,fleep needed no other Harbinger to put 
them to reft, than their ownebriety,which foon had 
luird four parts in five into a fenflefs fecurity, 
fnoaring fo loud, that I wonder they did not wake 
with their own noife. Now was the time I imagined, 
that Providence had alotted for my efcape, and fo 
feeing the Decks in a manner clear, I got into the 
Steerage, defigning to look for the Cock-Boat, 
which ufed to be a Stearn of us, but looking out 
of the Port-hole I faw two lufty fellows (that 
were Paffengers) in the Boat, and were juft put- 
ting off from the Ship fide. I fpake foftly to 
them, and threatned to difcover them by crying 
out, if they would not take me in : they feeing a 
neceflity for fo doing, confented to my propofition, 
and in I got ; they plyed the Oars fo well, that we 
quickly got afhore, landing at Port/head^ for the 
Bell would have been a means to difcover us ; 
and there turning our Boat a Drift, away we tra- 
velled by Land moft part of that night ; in the 
Morning by inquiry, we found our felves not farr 
from Mineard: we left the Town on our right 
hand, not daring to venture through it^ and keep 
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ftrcight on till we came within fix miles olBam^ 
liable, there we lay in a Bam that night ; my 
two other Comrades had a mind to go to Pli- 
mouth, but I refufed to go with them, having 
been all fufpefted the day before, begging on 
the Road ; I thought my felf more fecure to be 
alone, imagining few would fufpefl a Lad fo 
young, and therefore refolved for Barnfiable. 
Whither being come, I addreffed my felf to an 
Inn, where begging a while, the Hoftler chanc'd 
to take notice of me, and feeing me to be a 
notable well truffed Lad, askt me, whether I 
would affift him in rubbing down Horfe-heels ? 
Yes (faid I) with all my heart ; he never quef- 
tioned my fidelity, nor what friends I had, for 
he thought it would be to little purpofe for fo 
fmall a youngfter to ride away with a Horfe, 
riding to water, &c. The frequent falls I had, 
(being a bad Horfeman) had like to have put 
me by my new occupation ; for I was half of the 
opinion it was equally as dangerous to ride a 
Horfe-back as to ride at Anchor : and to lift me 
clear out of the Saddle, my Worftiipful Mafl:er 
did take much notice of my frequent mifcaniages, 
and fearing left by my unskilful riding, or fome 
other accident I fhould have my neck broken 
one time or other and fo be forced to keep me, 
he was refolved to turn me off ; that which con- 
firmed him in his refolution, was a fcurvy trick I 
ferved him, which was intended for the Tapfter, 
which is as foUoweth. 

The Tapfter of our Inn, when he found me 
any time at leifure, would commonly imploy me 
in attending his Guefts, drawing Drink, and fo 
forth ; I feldom went into the Cellar, but I would 
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be fure to drench my throat ; for I thought I 
had wronged my Mouth, if I had mifled one 
time, by which means he could not but catch me 
fometimes; at firft he took little notice, but 
finding me to make it a common practice, every 
time he fo caught me, he made my ears pay for 
the injuries my mouth did him ; but one time 
above the reft, he did beat me in the Cellar fo 
unmercifully with a Hoop-ftick, that after it I 
thought I needed at leaft twenty of them to keep 
my ribs together : the continual pain this beating 
put me to, did alfo rack my inventions in ftudy- 
ing how I might be revenged of him : I could 
find no other way but this ; obferving the Tapfter 
to be very laxative, I went and confulted the 
Houfe of Office, and found the middle Board to 
be fuitable and ferviceable to my purpofe ; for 
by loofmg of but two or three Nails I could 
make it turn top^ turvy, like a Trencher with a 
Tub of water to catch Mice withal ; but firft I 
I plumm*d the depth of the Vault, and found it 
in Golden Oar not above a yard in depth ; find- 
ing that I fhould not hazzard his life by this en- 
terprize, and having a brave opportunity to drink 
that night, (there being great ftore of Guefts in 
our Houfe) I fwallowed fo much for joy that my 
proj eft would take, that my eyes were misiie: 
however all being abed, and I the laft up, re- 
folved to be the firft in the morning to prevent 
others from dropping into the Pit-fall ; knowing 
well from former experience that our loofe Tap- 
fter would be the early, and firft handfeller of 
this defign. 

At length growing exceedingly drowfie, I fell 
afleep under the Manger, a wonder to me fmce, 
that the Horfes by treading on me, had not 
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fpoiled my face, or fome other part : about four 
of the Clock in the Morning I was awakened out 
of my fleep, by an exceeding Griping of my 
Guts, and found a great pronnefs to go to Stool ; 
the fumes that afcended from the excefs of Drink- 
ing Ale the night pad, had not only intoxicated 
my Brain, but for that time fo depraved my 
memory, that I remembred not any thing of the 
Trap I had laid for the Tapfter ; wherefore to 
obey Natures commands, I ran haftily into the 
Houfe of Office, with my Breeches in my hands, 
and treading on the Board, it flipt up, and in I 
dropt 

I thought once to have cried out for help, but 
hang it thought I, it is better punifh my nofe a 
while, than lofe my revenge : wherefore placing 
the Board (which I could eafily reach) even again, 
I crept up into the corner of the Vault. I waited 
a great while, but none came, till my patience 
was almoft worn out ; but at laft I heard the 
tread of fome ones footing, I fuppofmg it to be 
the Tapfters, was even over-joyed ; But it was 
my Matter, ftepping boldly into the Houfe of 
Office, and treading on the fame Board, flipt into 
it as I had done before ; whereupon catching him 
about the neck (for I was almoft up to the Chin) 
which had like to have frightned him more than 
his fall ; welcome faid I, the welcomeft man liv- 
ing ; you might have come fooner, I have waited 
here an hour at leaft ; he thinking the Devil had 
been in the Vault (for he could not conjefture 
any mortal could endure to be there fo long) 
cri'd out as loud as his Wind-pipe (which was 
Organ-Tenor fize) would permit ; which doubling, 
he at length drew help unto him, they fent him 
the end of a Broomftick (preferving their hands 
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for a fweeter implc^ment) by the help of which 
he got out ; but no fooner was he on his Feet, 
but without fo much as thanking them, cries out, 
the Devil is in the Vault, and fo ran diftra6ledly 
into the Houfe ; The People hearing him fay fo, 
ran after him, leaving me to fhift for my felf. 
There might I have ftaid long enough, had not 
my own hands helpt me out Being in the Houfe 
he fmelt ftronger than twenty of Tom — Ponds 
put all together, and fo great was his fright, that 
that added fomewhat to the ftrong fcent, if any 
addition could be made. He was perfwaded firft 
to wafli, and change his habit, before they asked 
any queftions concerning this ftrangely furprizing 
adventure, for it was impoffible to entertain any 
difcourfe with him. In the mean time I having 
got out, ran immediately into the Horfe-pond, 
and there rowled and wafti't my felf all over, and 
coming out, finding that would not abfolutely do, 
I uncloathed my felf, taking my Doublet firft, 
and wafhing that throughly, and fo my Breeches, 
with my Shirt, and every thing elfe about me, I 
wafhed feverallyand diftinftly from thofe fetid im- 
purities, they had contrafted in the Houfe of Office. 
By this time my Mafter the Hoftler had fhifted 
himfelf, and abundance of the Neighbours were 
gathered about him, to be informed how this dif- 
after befell him. Why fttrely Sirs (faid he) it 
mujl be the Devil, and no body elfe, that owed 
me a Jhame, and now paid me home; at that 
very inftant I came into the room where my 
Mafter was, who feeing me in that manner drop- 
ping, and looking as bad, as one that had been 
drawn through a Common-fbore ; How now 
/faid he) whence comejl tliou? WJiat ftajl 
thou been doing ? Mafter, faid I, (if I 
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miftake not) you were talking juft now of the 
Devil owing you a fhame, pray tell me what it 
was, and how he paid it you home, and I fhall ac- 
quaint you with his late too much familiarity with 
me. Hereupon my Mafter repeated what he had 
related before briefly to me, telling me, that going 
to the Houfe of Office this morning early, he had 
no fooner ftept within the doors, but the Devil, 
(for he was fure on*t he faid) unjoynted a Board, 
and puird him into the Vault, and then jear'd 
him by welcomeing, him into that (linking place. 

Mafter (faid I) as you were ferved, fo was me 
your Boy (though fomev/hat differing in manner) 
and I think by the fame fplightful Devil: For 
coming out of the Stable by four in the morning, 

1 was catcht up, and thrown upon our great Dung- 
mixen, there was I rowled to and fro for half an 
hour, and at laft rowled into our Horfe-pond ; 
out of which with much difficulty I fcrabbled out 
with my life ; you fee what a pickle I was in. 
This I feigned, that he might not think me guilty 
of that Plott I had laid for another, but was every 
whit as glad, it did light on him, for his beating 
me fo often unmercifully. 

Large was the talk of this ftrange accident, moft 
not knovidng what to think on't. He for his part a 
while did foolifhly believe that fome infernal 
Spirit owing him fome ill will, had thus abufed 
him, till by fome apparent Symptomes he had 
difcovered, he concluded me the Author. To the 
intent he might the more fully revenge himfelf 
on me, he took no notice on what had paffed, 
neither did he exprefs any diffatisfaftion towards 
Kie. One Night about ii and 12 a Clock, when 
the whole Family were moft of them in Bed, he 
merrily askt me whether I had any Money; yes, 
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faid I, here is two pence. Come on, faid he, I will 
wager with thee a Pot, I will jump further at twice, 
than thou fhalt do at five times ; done, faid I ; 
Where (hall the place be: Why here faid he in 
this very Entry where we are. He began firft, 
and made three large jumps which reacht as far 
as the Threfliold of the outer dore. Having fo 
done, I followed him, and at the fourth, I toucht 
the Threfliold with my Toes : and then ftraitning 
my felf to fliew my nimblenefs and aftivity, I 
leaped a great way into the Street; he perceiving 
that, fliut the door againft me, locking it, he fpake 
through the Key-hole, faying, Good night, look 
yotir lodging elf ewhere, your Lordjhip is to nimble 
for me. My entreaties were many and urgent to 
let me in, but I found him fo inexorable, that had 
I fupplicated his Horfes, I might have found as 
much favour, as from this Efquire of the manger. 



CHAP. IX. 

He relates what extremities he was put to, for want 
of Food and Lodging, His Lodging in a Mill^ 
lying in the Hopper, difcovers a very pleaf ant paf- 
fage between the Miller and his Wench ; and by a 
flrangeaccidentgot a very good Stipper that night; 
with many other remarkable adventures, 

I Was not fo much troubled that by being fliut 
out of dores I was deftitute of a lodging as to 
think how bafely I was tum*d off by this Yeoman 
of the Hempen Collar. Neither did I trouble my 
felf at the thoughts of lying underneath a Stall, 
(for I had too lately been intimately acquainted 
with lying on the boards) but my mind was fome- 
what perplext when I thought of meeting the 
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Conftable and his Watch, I fear*d no lodging fo 
much as one of their providing. To avoid which, 
I crept under a Stall, and flept there that night. 
The Sun had lookt into our Hemifphere with half 
an Eye, when I awaked, and glad I was I had fo 
much light to fee which way I pleafed to fteer my 
Courfe. I direfted my Feet toward the Key, 
where I knew I fhould find diverfity of Objefts to 
pleafe my roving mind. I walkt there fo long, ftill 
my ftomack grew enraged to that height that no- 
thing could pacify it but a good Breakfaft, which 
I knew not how to obtain, or give it the leaft fa- 
tisfaftion, but by begging. Whilft I was thus 
plotting how to fupport Life, a Man in good habit 
fteps afhore from one of the Ships which lay by 
the Key, and walking a turn or two with me, askt 
me who I belonged to, if to none, whether I wanted 
a Service.? To whom I replyed, I was an Orphan 
and Mafterlefs, and that I fhould be glad to hear 
of a good Service, and be thankful to him that 
fliould help me to one. That I will faid he, if 
thou wilt Sail with me to the Barbadoes, thou 
ftalt fare as I do, and fince thou art a well fa- 
voured Lad, I will have a care of thee as of my 
own Son (it may be fo, if he loved him no worfe 
than my Father loved me) thou (halt do well ne're 
queftion. He askt me whether I would eat or drink, 
I told him I was both hungry and thirfty ; come a- 
board with me (faid he) and thou (halt be fatisfied 
in both. I thought it no prudence, but rather 
very hazardous to go aboard then, and therefore 
beg'd his excufe; he perceived my fearfulnefs, in- 
fifted on that no farther, and fo carried me to a 
Cooks Shop where he called plentifully for Meat 
and Drink ; and that I might not want fa wee to 

I 
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my Meat, he recounted to me the pleafures of 
going to Sea, i^at idle Lives they lived,, doing 
nothing but imploying their thoughts in what 
pad time they fliall next divert themfelves in; 
Sometimes playing 3tHoby{di ufualGame amongft 
Sea-men in a calm) afterwards at Cards, Dice, Ta- 
bles, Talking, Walking, Smoaking, Drinking or 
Fifhing, and then fpeaking oiBarbadoes and other 
Idands they ufually touch upon, he told nothing 
but wonders of them. Though I had not the Faith 
to believe all he faid, yet I could not but be much 
pleafed at the Relation. He fpent fome hours with 
me to poffefs me with a belief of the verity of what 
he faid; and when he had expreft himfelf fo 
largely that he could not utter any more without 
Repetition, he demanded whether I would refolve 
to go with him; I promifed faithfully I would, 
but defired of him refpittill the next day; think- 
ing I intended thereby to evade him, he would not 
confent to it, alledging I was too young to catch 
old Birds with chaff; this was but a trick of mine 
to fill my Belly, and that this was not the firft 
time I had ferved others fo ; however I will pay 
my fhare of the Reckoning, and fo farewell and 
be hang'd ; there being fixteen pence to pay, he 
threw down his eight pence. As he was march- 
ing down the flairs I called after him, be^ng 
him to flay, he returning, I vowed I would come 
to him the next day, and be abfolute at his devo- 
tion; I backt this Vow with many Oaths and Pro- 
teftations, the breaking of which I valued as little 
as Lovers do theirs in an amorous heat, if necef- 
fity Ihould force me to it. Well, faid he, I will be- 
lieve thee for once, but if thou doefl cheat me, I 

ftiall find you fome time or other, and then 

Glad I vras to part with him^ refolving if I could 
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make any other fhift, I would not go with him, 
Night drew on without any other fuccefs that day; 
and now wandring to and fro in the dark not 
knowing where to go, I arrived at the foot of Wei-- 
comb Bridge ; finding my felf fo near the Town end, 
I refolved to get fhelteruader fome Hay-mow, or 
creep into fome Pig-ftie. As I walkt along I faw 
a glimmering light, and approaching it, found it in 
a Mill; I lookt in, but faw no body, whereupon I 
boldly entred(it being late) and fate down a while 
by the Hopper, to the intent if any (hould have 
taken notice of my entring the Mill, I might there 
in view have been excufed my felf. Now coming, 
and finding my felf alone, I got up into the Hop- 
per (being a very lai^e one) and there lay clofe. I 
had not been long there, before I heard the Miller 
come into the Mill, and difcourfed with an other, 
which I judged Female by her voice : not long 
after came his Boy with fome Liquor of what fort 
I know not, about to depart, the Miller charged 
him to bring the Capon as foon as it was ready. 

By their difcourfe I foon perceived the intent of 
that their nofturnal meeting ; for though the Mill 
flood ftill, the Miller was refolved to grind that 
night Various was their pretty little amorous 
tittle tattle ; but growing weary of talking, there 
was a ceffation, and then I could hear a buftling 
and puffing, as if the Miller had over-chai^d his 
arms by lifting too many facks of com at once. 
After this, no noife at all ; then began a frefli Dia- 
logue, but fomewhat better qualified than the firft; 
Their difcourfe was full of kifiing Parenthefes, 
fometimes one with another : their controverfie at 
length grew hot, and the ai^m^nts of thefe two 
Difputants were fo powerful on each fide, that they 

I 2 
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had not a word to fay. In the mean time in came 
the Boy with the Capon, fetting it down, but where 
is the Bottle (Sirrah) faid the Miller ? The Winer 
faid the Boy wont let it go without leaving Money 
for it befide the Sack; whereupon giving him 
Money charged him to make hafte, which he did 
accordingly. The Miller and the Wench fell to 
it luftily. I could hear by the fwift motion of 
their chops, not letting three bitts pafs their 
greedy throats without fix Gulps of Wine to 
wafh them down. I wifht them both in the Mill 
Dam, fo that I could have had fome of their good 
cheer. At laft the Miller being indifferently fatis- 
fyed, and impatient to tafte of other Flefti,than that 
of a Fowl, faid. Come my dear we will fetajide what 
remains till anotif which will tajle better then, than 
now ; I did wilh they would have fet it up in the 
Hopper ; After this they fell to their former dal- 
liances ; and all was huih again. I reaching up 
my head by degrees, refolving to fee ; and lean- 
ing too far over the Hopper to make the full dif- 
covery, I and the Hopper came tumbling over and 
over down upon the Miller, and with my Foot had 
fo dabb*d him into the Pole, that half ftund, up he 
got with his Wench, and both ran as if the Devil had 
been in the purfuit of them ; not knowing (when 
they had recovered the fright) how foon they 
would return, I refolved not to be idle, but fnatch- 
ing up the remains of the Capon ^nd the Bottle I 
ran too, but it was a contrary way, being at a 
good diftance, and having recovered the Fields I 
got under a Hedge, where I madeaihift to fill my Bel- 
ly, though I could not fee what I did eat ; my Wine 
ferved to keep me warm in my new cold lodging ; 
hnt I found it had not cured my bniifed Bones, 
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which troubled me fo much, I curfed my curiofity, 
as well as the Miller, who was the caufe of all this 
mifchief, wifliing I had his Stones to peck for him. 
My happinefs rofe with the Sun, whofe glori- 
ous beams having put to flight the gloomy fhades 
of the night, had alfo in part routed thofe cares 
and fears which had furrounded me on every fide. 
And now I began to remember my promife to 
go for Barbadoes ; which (after I had ferioufly 
confidered with my felf) concluded it to be the beft 
expedient I could propound to my felf for a future 
livelihood. But thought I, it would not be amifs to 
carry fome Venture along with me ; but fince I 
had neither Parents, Friends, Credit, nor Money, 
there was no way to procure any fuch thing, but 
by my wits, which I was refolved to ftretch, or 
ftretch for it : I walkt the ftreets almoft one 
whole day, but could not contrive a way to infinu- 
ate my felf into any fhop, without much fufpition, 
being fo fmall an Urchin ; But rather than fpend 
a day thus fruitlefly, I purpofed to hazzard all ; 
and therefore coming by a Shooemakers Shop, I 
boldly Aept in, and as confidently askt the Mafter. 
thereof, whether he knew my Mafter ; who is thy 

Mafter quoth the Shooemaker } Capt. faid 

I ; he replyed, he knew him not. You may then 
faid I, for he pointed to this Shop even now, bid- 
ding me flay till he came, he intends to buy a par- 
cel of Ihooes of you, being bound to Sea in a long 
Voyage. The Man hearing me tell this formal and 
plaufible tale, defired me to fit down, telling me 
I was heartily welcom ; I told him I had been fit- 
ting all day, and therefore defired him to give me 
the liberty of walking in his Shop, with all my 
heart faid he; and with all my foul too, thought I ; 
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for by this means I had the opertumty of Survey- 
ing the Shop, and feeing what things my hands 
might lay hold on with leaft difficulty and hazard. 
He not fufpefting me in the leaft, followed what 
he was before about at his Cutting-board, and his 
back being towards me, I fecured a pair of Chil- 
drens Shooes, which lay among many more care- 
lefly on a Seat, which I fecuring, I ftept to the 
Man at his Cutting-Board ; fometimes looking on 
his work, and then ftared him caution by my eyes 
to have a care, left I fhould fteal the noble Trade 
of the Gentle craft from him ; then ftanding at 
the door as if I lookt every moment for my Mafters 
coming, and then retreating inwards, would won- 
der, or rather mutter to my felf, that if he fhould 
ftay fo long. Walking a turn or two backwards 
and forwards, I efpyed a pair, that I verily be- 
lieved would fit me, my heart leapt within me at 
the difcovery, and my fingers never left itching till 
I pincht them by the Ears, who made no outcry, 
when I conveyed them into my Breeches ; fear- 
ing to ftay longer ; (knowing to well the danger 
if I were taken) I came to the Mafter of the Shop 
with my Hat in my Hand, telling him I would 
go look my Mafter, affuring him I fhould find 
him either at the Rofe^ or Kings-head Tavern, 
and as foon as I found him would return again 
inftantly. Do fo, my pretty Lad, quoth he, do 
fo ; which I did with fuch an over eager hafte, 
that had heobferved me, I might have been betray- 
ed thereby. Overjoyed with this fuccefs I fully 
purpofed to be couragious for the future, and 
banifh every bafe thought, that might lefTen or 
abate a dangerous or defperate refolution. To 
increafe my purchafe I walkt into another Street 
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remote from that I committed my firft Theft, 
where I bufily imployed my eyes in the fearch of 
any advantage, though ne're fo inconfiderable ; 
they quickly found out what my thoughts aimed 
at, and therefore drew near my intended prey, a 
Hofiers Shop, the Mafter whereof was bufily im- 
ployed in making up of Stockings of all forts into 
Papers, marking thereon the Prizes. A Logger- 
headed Fellow, taller by the Head than my felf, 
had little to do, it feems then to gape and dare 
on the Gentleman that was at work ; he lolling 
over the Stall, I came and leaned by him, where 
we both gazed fo long, till we had feen him make 
up feveral Parcels. 

I had a great mind to have fome Stockins to my 
Shooes, if I knew how to get them. There was no 
thoughts of goinginafterthe obfoletewayof nimm- 
ing them, under the pretence of cheapning, for my 
Habit and Age would have been incongruous, to 
that defign; I had various Projefts in my head, and 
I verily believ'd one would take, (fince there was 
but one man in the Shop) if I knew but which of 
them would prove moft infallibly effeflual ; for I 
approved them all as very good. Seeing his work 
almoftat an end, I thought it high time minefhould 
begin ; wherefore this Lobcock (who lookt like one 
who never was nor ever would be good for any 
thing) I fay, I propounded him as the fitteft inftru- 
ment I could ufe for my defigned good. To com- 
mence this Knavifh ftratagem, I pincht him gen- 
tly by the Ear, which he feeling, grumbling like 
one fuddainly awakt out of his fleep, asked me 
what's the matter? Nothing faid I, he lolling 
again after his afore accuftomed humour, I twek't 
him again, at which he grew angry, and threatned 
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to box me i 1 regarding his threats no more than 
the humming of a Gnat, ftuck a Pin to the Head in 
his Breech ; at which he caper'd like a dancing 
Horfe; and ney'd fo loud, that I could hardly for- 
bear laughing, but he foon made me more ferious, 
by lending me fuch a cuff on the Ear, I thought he 
had ftruck my head off my Shoulders ; I endea- 
voured to defend my felf as well as Icould. warding 
his blows, and now and then returning one, creep- 
ing as near the Shop door as I could ; the Maf- 
ter of the Shop perceiving my Antagonift was like 
to be too hard for me,leftoff paperinghis Stockins, 
to part two fo unequally matcht ; that was my pol- 
licie, that I might get him on my fide ; with much 
ado, by the help of my Shop-friend, I dif-ingaged 
my felf from him, and feemingly much afraid, I ran 
violently into the Shop, pretending to fly from 
my furious adverfary ; and turning haftily about, 
I faw the Hofier was much concerned in keeping 
the Looby from running in upon me ; all this 
while his back was towards me, which favoured 
my exploit fo rarely well, I whipt up a Paper of 
fixpairof Stockins, and fentthem into my Breeches 
undifcovered, to keep company with the Shoes ; 
having finifhed this work, I had fo cunningly 
plotted I called to the Hofier, Mafter, Mafter, 
faid I, let the cowardly ^Lubber come, and let me 
fee what he dare do, I commend the little Boy 
faid the Hofier, and fo loofing him, he ran furi- 
oufly upon me, I being lefs by much than he, 
dodg'd him, and fo got clear out of the dore, the 
Hofier holding him in the Shop, till I had cleerly 
efcap'd him ; The Hofier, (as I underftood after- 
wards) prefently miffing his Stockings, overtakes 
this Boy, that made not half the hafte that I did. 
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to be far enough from the Shop, and dragging 
him back, chai^d him with dealing a Paper of 
Stockins who ft ifly denied it, as well he might. The 
other told him that though he lookt like a fimple 
ignorant Dolt-head, yet he had found him the cun- 
ningeft Knavethat ever he met with: Thefe arenew 
tricks indeed, fpick and fpan new,pipinghot I have 
heard, whenKnavesfallorutyhoneJlnuncomeby^their 
own; but I never heard when two fuch Young 
Rogues fall out, honeft men fhould loofe their 
Goods. Sirrah, not only produce the Stockins you 
now have ftbln but thofe I have lately mift, and 
that prefently : you are/like to payfor all. A Young 
Lad (one of my Confederates afterwards) ftood by 
all the while, and told me, that his Geftures at that 
time out-did all the changlings that ever had been 
before him; all that the Hofier could get out of him 
was, that the boy he would have beaten had them; 
This would not ferve the turn, but caufedthe Con- 
ftable to carry him before the Mayor, who hearing 
the whole ftory, wondred at the fubtility of the 
Plot,efpecially proceeding from fuch Green Heads 
(concluding us Partners) and that his Worihip 
might hinder him from the like, or worfe attempts, 
committed him to Bridewell^ there to remain one 
whole Month, and thrice a week to be feverely 
jalht. I was glad to hear of his confinement be- 
ing freed from the fear of meeting him in the 
Street, neither durft I much ramble abroad for 
fear of meeting the Hofier; wherefore I was re- 
folved to make what haft I could to get me and 
my Cargo abodird; to the increafing whereof I found 
the acquaintance I got among young Apprentices, 
with my skill in Span-farthing and Chuck^ to be 
very inftrumental ; For being bufie at play whilft 
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their Matters were at Dinner or Break-faft, (which 
were my chief Market times) I could witfi eafe 
flip into the Shop, and fo whatever came to my 
hands was lawful Prize. What I had gotten at 
Chucky Span-Farthingy and fuch like Juvenil 
Games, I found fufficient to provide me fufte^ 
nance for the day, and had fpare hours enough 
to exercife my Art of Pilfring ; what each days 
Theft had produced, I warily carried to my 
Magazine, a place that I had found out, fecret 
and fecure enough for that purpofe, viz, a ruin- 
ated old Caftle, not far diftant from the Town, 
rarely frequented by any. In the Wall whereof, 
I found a large hole, where I intomb'd my 
Goods, I like a Cunny with her Stock of young 
Rabbets, never let it lie open, when I left it. 

There was not a Day wherein I did not add to 
my Store; fo that thriving thus in my Theeving, 
and fuccefs attending all my Rogueries, I grew 
fo'impudently confident, that I thought almoft that 
I could have ftolFn a mans skin from him with- 
out difcovery. But Danger and Deftruftion are 
feldom nearer, then when fecurity lies at the Door. 
I had been inmanyfhopsbut neverinaBookfellers, 
wherefore I was refolved to make one Trial there; 
andftudyingwhat Bookto ask for, (being acquaint- 
ed with very few) I pitcht upon an Accidence\ but 
that I thought would not fuit with my Canvas 
habit, I then thought a Spelling-Book would be 
much fitter; fo advancing within tdhe Shop Dores, I 
demanded of the Apprentice whether he had any 
fuch Book; he anfwered affirmatively. Pray let me 
fee it, faid I ; whilft the young man was reaching 
down a bundle of ftitcht Books, in which it was 
tyed up ; I had deanUly conveyed a Book into 
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my Breeches, which proved to be a Pra£lice of 
Piety) the Apprentice not finding it in that bun- 
dle, fearcht in another, which gave my hands the 
liberty of feizing on another Book, a piece of Di- 
vinity as well digefted and as Praftical as the 
former, called A Help to Devotion ; his Mafter 
which lay covert this while in a place called Catch 
Thief haftily called his Man to him, to tell him 
what he had obferved, and to let me alone till I 
was going away, and then to detain me; giving 
me in the mean time all the advantagious oppor- 
tunities I could wifli for; and to diffemble the 
matter the better, theApprentice fumbledapretty 
while before he could find it; by that time I had 
made other purchafes, but one efpecially, the 
Title whereof you (hall know inftantly. 

Having found the Book, he delivered it into my 
hands; I tumbling it over askt the Price: Two 
Groats, faid he ; I that had no mind to buy it, 
was refolv'd to bid little enough; will you take 
Three Pence ; The Rafcal fnatcht the Book out 
of my Hands fo furioufly, I thought he had torn 
it to pieces ; and then griping me faft by the Arm, 
(a Pox on him I did not like well his looks before) 
SiVy faid he, Your Worjhip is very merrily dif- 
pofed to offer me as little again as my commodity coft 
me. What Books elfe do you want? Or is your 
Honour of all forts wellfiored ? So clapping his 
hands on the knees of my Breeches, discovered 
what I had been doing. This difgracing Villain 
makes no more ado, but bawls out aloud, Mafter, 
Mafter, come quickly, I have caught the Book- 
worm that hath devoured fo many Books of late. 
The Grave old Segnior upon this out-cry quits 
his covert, and in a Spanifti pace advanced to- 
wards me, accofting me with the worthy Title of 
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Honoured Sir, lam glad to fee ymi, and am much 
troubled you Jhould heretofore vt Jit my Shop, and! 
abroad, I under /land you are a great lover of 
Books; infomuch (they fay) you are a little walk- 
ing library : be not offended Sir, if I take the bold- 
nefs to look into the Title of one or two of them: fo 
putting his hands into my Breeches, drew out a 
Prallice of Piety : An excelleut good Book. Ipro- 
tefl (quoth he) you are to be commended for making 
eleclionoffuch approvedly found Divinity, to inform^ 
you of the true principles of Chriflianity ; diving 
again he brings out M. Scudders Chri/lians dayly 
walk ; Upon the fight hereof he feem'd to be 
ra viftit, faying, furely this is a young A ngel \ and if 
he reads and prailifes fuch precious Books as thefe, 
he will be Canonized for a Saint before his deceafe. 
And then applying himfelf to me; idXdi, for cer- 
tain yonr walk and the Chriftians dayly walk differ 
much, for his dayly walks are in the righteous paths 
of hone fly and Juflice, but you walk dayly up and 
down to fee what Thefts, Cheats, and Rogueries you 
can perform. But let us make a further enquiry, 
and then he drew out a Help to Devotion. Do you 
fee (faid \i€)how Devout he is f howpioufly fltidious? 
not one fcurrilous Pamphlet, or Play-book in all his 
Study ; What fhall we call htm ; Religious Vo- 
tary. But indeed Sir, (faid he) you are highly too 
blame not to put your books (having Jo many) into 
fome method or order, and not let them lie thus con-- 
fufedly without Jhelves. 

He fearcht a pretty while again before he could 
find any more, at laft he found in a blind corner 
a Book, and bringing it to light, what fhould it be, 
but Mr. Smiths Great AJJize ; Look you here (faid 
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he) what Iha^efound at lajl? before which at lafl 
you miijl appear y and there anfiver for all the Villa- 
flies you have committed^ and then will thefe very 
Books (thou hafi lioltn) come in as evidences again II 
thee; but hoping thou wilt efcape there^ they fhall 
convi6l thee here^ and fo prefently fent his Man for 
a Conftable, who coming, we ftraight way marcht 
to the Mayors. As ill luck would have it, we 
were to pafs by both the Hofiers Shop, and the 
Shooe-makers, who enquiring of the rabble what 
was the matter, were informed that they were 
carrying a young Thief to the Mayor, for Heal- 
ing Books ; the Shooe-maker was the firft I paft 
by, who feeing me, knew me prefently, crying out, 
this is the young Rogue that flole my fhooes ; and 
not long after the Hofier was in the fame tone ; 
this is one of the Rafcals thatjiole my StockinSy fo 
joyning with the multitude, we foon arrived at 
the Mayors houfe; entring which, the Mayor 
being acquainted with the matter, came down 
into a large Hall, where my Accufers each in his 
order declared my guilt, not omitting any cir- 
cumftance that might aggravate my crimes. The 
Mayor much wondred that I ftiould be fo no- 
torioufly Roguifti at thofe years, and askt, what I 
had to fay for my felf. May it pleafeyour Wor- 
Jhip (quoth I, bowing fo low that my nofe e'ne 
toucht Xh^Gronnd)! amfatherlefs^andMoney-lefSf 
Friendlefs, and Helplefs^ and being ready tojlarve^ 
I begged up and down the Town^ but to very little 
purpofe; for I beg'dfo long without relief that I 
knew not how to prolong my Life^ without falling 
into thefe indirect courfes. Had not the People been 
thus hardheartedy I had not beenfo fharp witted. 
What did you do with tbeShooesandStockinsyou 
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ftole ? / fold them (faid I) for Bread and Beer, 
Where, faid he? Mayitplealeyour Worfhip^Iam 
aflranger in this place and if you hang me I know 
not where the haufeflands now. But what did you 
intend to do with thefe Books ? And ifitpleafe 
yoUf Sir, I intended with all diligence to enquire 
whether any Ship was going for Barbadoes, or any 
Englilh Plantation abroad and 1 would go in her ; 
being able to read a little, . (and knowing my felf to 
be a wickedBoy) I thought to carry them along with 
mCytotheintentl might bothmendmy reading; and 
by my reading thofe good Books, endeavour to mend 
my life. All the ftanders by amazed to hear me 
fpeak after this manner ; but more efpecially the 
Mayor, who protefted, although he was near f our- 
fcore, he had not in his whole life time obferved 
the like Prefident ; and withal publickly confeft he 
knew not what to do in this bufmefs: at length 
(after he had pawfed a while) faid he ; young man^ 
youfhall have your deJire,you (hall go to Barbadoes ; 
hereisafhip in the Harbour now ready ^ only «ar- 
peSling a wind ; but that you may not forget your 
Native Countrey, this Town in particular ; but 
more efpecially your matchlefs Rog ueries, youfhall 
befharply whipt according to your deferts, and from 
the Houfe of CorreSlion immediately fhipt awa^^ 
You Gentlemen, that have been fufferers by this 
young Rogue^ fee that my fentence be punhually 
performed ; and if you pleafe to give your 
felyes farther fatisfailum, let each perfon offended^ 
give the Offender three lafhes apiece, above the 
general number appointed. I was ftraightways 
hurried from thence to the Houfe of Correflion ; 
not only Guarded, but regarded by half the 
Town; my Accufers ftuck to me to the very laft» 
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neither was there wanting thofe (to the number 
of a fcore) that verily believ'd I had abufed them 
too (having loft feveral things lately) which ac- 
companied me, hoping to give themfelves fome 
fatisfaftion, by having each of them a fling at 

my . The illeft lookt Rogue that ever dropt 

out of a Carts arfe at Tyburn, was fuperlatively 
handfom to this Baboon, bare-arft, Monkey-fac'd 
Jerker, that was to correfl my Roguefhip. His 
eyes were of two different colours, and of as dif- 
ferent motions ; they would turn from each fome- 
times to the utmoft Angles of his face, as if they 
loathing each other, would not admit of that 
correfpondency which good eyes blefs themfelves 
withal: and then again furioufly return, angerly 
endeavouring to pry into each others Cells, how 
they might extinguifh the malignancie of that 
fight, each other hated for the Neighbour-hood. 
The Hair of his Head and Eye-brows hung over 
his Fore head, and part of his Face, like that of 
an Iceland Shock ; Nature when (he formed him 
was very froUickfom, and fummon'd all the facul- 
ties of her art to make a thing appear ridicu- 
loufly monftrous ; for the colour of his Face 
appear'd lefs lovely than a MohttdSy the fides 
of his Cheek like two pieces of Tann'd-Hide flie- 
bitten ; his Nofe kbout an inch longer than Mo^ 
ther Shipton is piftur'd with, and fomewhat more 
curved ; his Mouth opened as wide as an Oliga- 
tors; and his Teeth within that vaft Concave, 
alike ftraggling, his Chin was like the Rump of 
a Goofe. When he did fweat (as he did rarely 
otherwife) his neck lookt very like a Collar of 
Brawn, ftanding in its own Pickle ; his back was 
borrowed from a Cammel, his Belly from a Swine^ 
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his Leggs from a Crane, much longer, though 
not quite fo fmall ; But I believe the Devil helpt 
him to Arms, for my Doublet and Shirt being 
ftript over my ears, there was an Engine brought 
much like a Pillorie, in which there was three 
holes ; the middlemoft for my Head, and one of 
each fide for my hands: Thefe Principal Members 
of mine being there fixt, he takes up a Stick in 
his hand with five or fix Cords at the end there- 
of, with which, at the firft blow, I thought he 
had cut me in two, following that with three or 
four more, and in the end did fo lay about him, 
that my very Accufers were forced to intreat 
him to give over ; and when that would not do, 
they were compelled to hold his hands. To con- 
clude, he had fo out-done their expeftations, that 
they had now nothing elfe to do but to pity me ; 
but this was not all, my greateft afHi^ion was 
yet behind. For left thofe deep furrows the 
Rogue had plowed up on my Back ftiould fefter 
or rankle, he had provided a Bafon of Water and 
Salt to wafh my Wounds withal, which caufed a 
pain intollerable. The feverity of that punifli- 
ment, hath ever fince wrought fo ftrongly on my 
imagination, that it makes me tremble, when I 
but caft my eye on any Book of the fame Vo- 
lume of a PraiUce of Piety. 

Mr. Mayor had ordered, that the place of my 
torment ihould be that of my reft too for that 
night, and in the mean time had fent for the Maf«- 
ter of the Ship that was bound for Barbadoes^ 
(having a part in her himfelf ) and informed him 
that he had a purchafe for him ; a young Lad 
which he fhould take aboard, giving him an ac- 
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count how he came by him : it was all one to 
the Mafter, he cared not what they were, provi- 
ded ftrong and healthy : the Sea and Gallows re- 
fufe none. The next morning I was conveyed 
aboard ; the Mafter knew me at firft fight, and 
faid to me, Did not I tell you, if you were worfe 
tfian your promi/e I Jhould meet with you again? 
Truly Mafter, (faid I) I did not forget what I 
promifed, the occafion of fo long abfence was 
only a defire I had to furnifh my felf with fome 
Commodities fuitable to our Voyage; yefterday 
I was coming in all haft to you, but that taking 
up fome odd trifles by the way ftaid me a while, 
but I'le aflure you they coft me very dear. The 
damn'd Dog-whipper that was with me, did cut 
what I was about to fay in two, refolving for- 
footh, to have his faying, telling the Mafter he 
need not be afham'd to entertain me in his Ship, 
for to his knowledge I was no lefs than a Lace- 
Merchant, and had had great quantity about me. 
The Mafter difmiffing the Fellow giving him a 
Tefter for his care of me, took me into his Cuf- 
tody; firft carrying me into his Cabin to divert 
himfelf with the relation of my Adventures ; per- 
ceiving that the rehearfal of but two or three gave 
him infinite fatisfaftion; I aflumed the boldnefs 
(being encouraged t^iereunto by his intreaty) to 
give him a plenary relation, not only of what had 
lately paft fmce my arrival at Barnjlable, but 
gave him a true and full account of all tranfac- 
tions before I left the famous City of Brijiol, the 
place which I am engaged to for my Nativity. 



£ 
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CHAP. X. 

He isjhiptfor a Plantatian. He gives an account 
of the Paffengers aboard^ relating what kind of 
Cattle they were^ and dif covers from their own 
mouths y things very obfervabUy in fome of their 
Lives and Converjations. 

THe forenefs of my flead back had fo taken 
me off my mettle, that for three days, I 
did little more than eat and fleep ; but hating 
thus to truant away my life without afting or 
obfervation ; I puU'd up a good heart, refolving 
to make the beft of a bad Market; the firft thing 
I had to do was to get my Cargo aboard, not 
knowing how, or whom to truft. I faw there was 
no way more feifable than to acquaint our Maf- 
ter herewith : wherefore one Morning, feeing 
him enter his Cabin alone, I followed him clofe 
at the heels, and falling prefently on my knees, 
I begg'd him in the moft commiferating terms 
my invention would afford, that he would not 
only be fecret in what I fhould difcover to him, 
but alfo be affiftant to me. What^ Sirrah (faid 
he) have you fome new piece of Roguery to all, 
and would you have me to be your accomplice in 
it? Far be it from me, Sir, faid I ; the Faft is 
already done, and by whalt means known: but 
the purchafe none knows but myfelf where it is, 
wherefore all that I defire is, that difcovering the 
place, you will lend me your affiftance to bring 
it hither, Sir, it is a juft thing I beg of you ; I 
have fuffered the Law; and therefore it is 
mine; The very Turks condemn that as lawful 
prize to the ufe of the theevifh Slave, that can 
carry it off (though but over the Threeftold) 
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without being taken notice of ; fo I hope, as I 
have been cleanly in my conveyance, fo my pun- 
ifhment will authorife and clear the purchafe. 
Hearing me plead fo notably and pittying my 
condition, told me that none fhould be concerned 
in the fecuring of my dear bought Goods but 
himfelf, and therefore commanded me to tell him 
where they were ; which ai:pordingly I did, and 
he thereupon immediately fetcht them, locking 
them up in his own cuftody, and promifmg me, 
as foon as they were Landed, reftitution; and 
that you fliall not fufpefl, Sirrah (faid he) that I 
will embezel any of them, you fhall have an In- 
ventory of them, which was liius : Imprimis Six 
pair of WorftedStoddns, one pair of Children ShoeeSy 
five clean Pipes^ two Blew Leather Points ^ one Pair 
of Boys ShoeSy Two Brafs Thimbles^ one Alchymy 
Spoon^ one fawcer^ one Knitting fheath and four 
Needles with it, one old Womans pair of eyes, 
(Spe£lacles I mean) which I flolefrom her Nofe as 
fheflept at her own dore, twoHorn^books, the pillage 
of Two Children going to School; befides Giggs^ 
Bouling-floneSy MarbleSyOnd Span-Bounters innu- 
merable. 

As my Matter was taking in writing an exafl 
account of my Eftate, I thought he would have 
crackt a Gut by his exceflive laughter ; but when 
that flitch-begetting-tickling humour would give 
him leave, he askt me, what I intended to do 
with thefe commodities when I Landed ? or what 
Merchant I had advifed withal in the proper 
tranfportation of thefe Goods ? Or witether (faid 
he, laughing aloudly) have you received any Letters 
of advice from, your Correfpondence beyond Sea ? 
He was not fo jocundly vain as I was really 
.ferious, which fo increaft his laughter, that I was 

K 2 
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forc'd to exercife a great deal of patience, before 
I could have liberty to return hirti fuitable An- 
fwers to his Queftions. At length without the 
leaft alteration of my countenance I told him, 
that what I had collefted to my great coft and 
labour, I thought were as proper for tranfporta- 
tion to that place we were bound to, as I had 
confulted the principal Merchants of -ff^ri?/^; for 
there is nothing faid I in all my Cargo but what 
is very ufeful, and that to all forts of Perfons, 
Sexes, or Ages. For my flockins, Points, &c. 
wSl very well accommodate either Male or Fe- 
male ; the Knitting-lheath and Thimbles, for the 
young Wenches ; the Spe6lacles, I guefs, may 
ferve any old Woman from Threefcore to an 
Hundred ; the Horn-Books they may teach their 
Children by, to read ; and let me alone with the 
Gigs, Bowling-ftonesand Counters to teach them 
to play, I mean, Sir, not to play with them, but 
for them, and if I win (as I know I fhall) their 
purchafmg them again, (hall be my daily gain. 

He feem very well pleafed to hear me make 
iuch filly Propofitions to my felf for my future 
advantage ; but I propounded to my felf greater 
advantages, laid on a more folid Bafis ; and I did 
not fear my hopes would wither, or prove in- 
efTeftual, fmce as I plainly perceiv'd, I had my 
Mafters love and countenance to cherifh them. 
Being now difmift, I walkt to and fro the Ship, 
making my felf acquainted with the Sea-men, my 
childifhnefs converfing with their bruitifhnefs, as 
cheerfully as poffibly I could, who feemed well 
pleafed with me, though feldom pleafed with any 
thing elfe but ftore of ftrong liquors aboard, and 
a lufty plump Wench afliore. From aloft, I got 
between Dedks^ and there I found a many beafUy 
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fellow Travailers, Dog-like kennell'd, higglede 
pigglede altogether ; I was heartily welcom'd in 
amongft them, but I was much troubled to fee 
them fo much more in years than my felf, till 
looking narrowly about me, I efpyed a young 
Girl of about fixteen, as I judged. O Sifter, quoth 
I, as confidently, / am glad to fee you herey but 
ntucA more glad that I Jhall kave your company in 
this Voyage. The Baggage at firft feemed fome- 
what fuUen and coy, but in two or three dayes 
we grew fo inwardly acquainted ; that if I were 
aloft, a head, or abaft, or wherefoever, (he would 
be at tny elbow. One day asking her the caufe 
of being a Shipboard, She told me, her Father 
and Mother dyed when (he was but three years 
old, and left her to the tutelage of an Aunt, whofe 
cruelty increaft towards her, as (he increaft in 
years, debarring her even from that convenient 
fuftenance that fupports Life, fo that (he was 
forced to (leal her Belly-timber, or be half-ftarved. 
This early-forward-fruit was well complexioned, 
and well featured, having a good natural Genius, 
attended with an extraordinary boldnefs, both 
which made me love this Cockatrice Whirligig, 
what (hall I call her, and became at laft much 
delighted in her converfation. Singling her out 
one day, we got upon the Poop together, where, 
after many childi(h flurtings, (he perceiving how 
inquifitive and defirous I was to know what was 
the caufe her Aunt was thus willing to part from 
her, by fending her to Barbadoes ; (he very briskly 
told me, (he would give me the fatisfaftion re- 
quired, and expefting (he would have made a 
figh to the Prologue to her following Difcourfe, I • 
found it otherwife, for (he fmilingly thus began, 
to the fame purpofe, though not in the fame words. 
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My Aunt doth think fhe hath fully revenged her 
felf of all the injuries I have done her, by thus ban- 
ifhing me from her prefence^ and my Native Coun- 
trey, to a place I never heard of till I was doonid 
to be an Inhabitant therein ; and glad I am that 
flavifh fetitence hath freed me from a more cruel 
doom of living under the Tyrany of a principal 
Shee-Divel. My Father dying, left me as I am^ 
informed an hundred pound, which by my Mothers 
death foon after was almofl doubled ; my Aunt^ 
before her deceafe, had fo injinuated into her eafie 
nature, that fhe wheedled her to let this Money lie 
in her hands for my ufe, promifing my mother, that 
if I lived to be of age, or marry ed, I fhould have 
thefum intire, without fubflradhng a penny, under 
what pretence foever, and would tender me as her 
own daughter: My Mother dying with tlie fatis- 
faSlion of my being well provid^ for, I was taken 
into the ufe of my Aunt, and for a while was in- 
differently lookt after, going to fchool with her own 
Son and Daughter, But fome years being pajl over 
my head, 1 found my felf differenced from her 
Children, as much as might be, flighted, and abufedy 
and my Couzetis often beaten for their too much 
familiarity with me : and that which was worfe^ 
Iwascircumfcribedofneceffaryprovifion. Having 
alwayes a bold daring Spirit, I troubled my felf as 
little as I might, but made my wit and indufbry. 
fup^ly me, with what my Aunt was defeilive in; 
neither was I the fole fufferer in this affliSliany the 
fervants bearing a part with me, having no other 
proportion at Meals, than what her niggardly hand 
made dividend of, not making the meat conformable 
to our fiomacks, but ourfhmacks to the meat; hav- 
ing dined, fhe lockt up all fafi : The fervants did 
not halffo often grumble at her^ as my Guts; and 
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tAaf Jhe might know kow dijfatisfyed they were, I 
'went one day with an Hammer^ and nailed up the 
Houfe of Office dore ; Jhe having an occafion to 
make tife of it^ could not be admitted^ but being in 
£reat hajle, was glad to apply her felf to her own 
JBed-chafnbery which I am fure Jhe perfumed to the 
purpofe. Coming down in a great rage^ Jhe en- 
quired into the caufe of this odd projeily and who 
ike authour Jhould be^ To be Jhort, (he was ac- 
qieainted that it was /, who being Jummoned to 
eippear before her ; Huzzy, y&idf (he^ was it you that 
nailed up the Privy door ? / wcls forced to plead 
Guilty, And what was the reafon (Mrs. Ne*re be 
good) you did fo ? Why truly forfooth (quoth I) 
you feed well and plentifully y and therefore Nature 
ntight command and require you to give her eaje- 
tnent ; and to that purpoje you have in your Cham-- 
ber a Clofe-Jlool ; but we your Jervants^ as we eat 
little or nothings Jo we Jeldom have occajion to go 
to that houjsj which to us is altogether ujelefs. She 
knew not whether fhe were beft be angry, or 
pleafed; but diffembling her paflion, faid, well 
Huzififyou complain, you Jhall have lejs : the UJs 
ymi eat, the cleaner will be your Jheets, and fo left 
me. Seeing her ultimate refolution was to keep me 
Jhort of Viiluals; I refolved to try fome means 
^whereby I might feed without her knowledge. For- 
tune favoured me fo muchy that one afternoon going 
up into her Chamber y wherein flood a great Chefijhe 
ujually laid up herprovijion in, I Jaw the Key in ity^ 
which Jhe by forgetjulnejs had left behind : I pre- 
fently Jlept to it, and opening the Lid, Jound there a 
Turkey Pie^ which I made Jo bold withy that I took 
as muck as would heme ferved me three dayes^ if I 
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had eaten nothing elf e^ and that cantinuaUy. I got 
me down theJUnrs vdth all pojjible Jpeed^ to prevent 
difcovery^ andfecure my Protfant ; I foon found a 
place for thatpurpofe^ and having hid it^ I began to 
confider what I had done^ and that my Aunt would 
foon knoWy who it was that frighted her Turkey 
away y none elfe but me daring to be fo bold \ whilel 
was deeply muling mith my f elf our Cat came pur-- 
ring by me, as ifflte had beenfent by my good A ngel^ 
to be the Sacrifice that fhould free me from that pun- 
ijhment that would inevitably attend this Crime ; fo 
taking her up in my arms, I ran up into the Cham- 
ber, and having claw' d with my Nails thefle/k, and 
tJie Cruflfufficiently, I committed poor Puf^ to anfwer 
far what I had done. My A unt a while after miffing 
her Key, went haftily to her Chamber, and feeing it 
in the Che ft, condemned her own carelefnefs,. and 
looking thereinto to fee whether all was well, the Cat 
bouncd out into her face ; the fuddain furprizal 
made her make a noife more difcordant, than if 
twenty Screetch'Owls had been in Confort. Being 
alarmed at this bellow^ I was thefirft that got to my 
A unt,andvetyinquifitivelwas of her to htow, wJiat 
was tlie matter. Oh ! faidfhe a fcurvy Cat, I 
negligently fhut in the Cheft, hath almoft frighted 
me out of my wits, befides what other mifchief 
fhe hath done me. But when fhe came tojee what 
work fuppofedly the Cat had done^ I was in good 
hopes that my Aunt would have taken a lodging ifi 
Bedlam. 

As I laid hold on all opportunities to fill my belly ^ 
fofomeIfludied\ as for Example, twice or thrice 
a week we had a baked pudding \ I bought me a 
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little dijh about the bigne/s of a Porringer ^ and out 
of the Pan I would fill it, a fruitful Pudding to 
have always a young one at the fide on't. The Dow 
which I commonly carried to the Bake-houfe, never 
went home fo much in the Loaf for Ifeldom failed 
to have a Cake out of it; both which I prailtfed fo 
long till my Aunt found me out, andfoundly banged 
tne for fo doing. For thefe, and fuch like faults I 
wasfo often and fo unmercifully beaten, that I was 
refolvedto be revenged on her. One day fhe being 
invited abroad, I was refolvedto be even with her at 
home in this manner. One pair of flairs fhe had a 
Jiately Dining-room, wherein there was a Cup-board 
on which ( being fpread with a very fine cloath) flood 
'variety of all manner of curious Glaffes, fuch as fhe 
'Valued above her Plate, and took great delight in 
them, being prouder of fhewing thofe to her guefis, 
than fomeare in appearing in a fine new Gown to 
their Sweet-hearts, Thefe I was refolved fhould 
fall down to my revenge, and be crufht a pieces by the 
weight of my indignation and fury ; but before I 
would begin to a£l this doleful Tragedy, I went, and 
fnade all things ready ; that is to fay, I took a large 
Spannelthatwehad, and leading him to the Street 
clore, I ran out into the middle of the Street, calling 
him after me', he followed me, and I led him a dance 
folong, till he had dirtied himfelf fuffidently, then 
going in adoors, I ftole upfoftly the back-ftairs, and 
the Dog following me into the Dining-room ; then 
did I take his feet, and make them imprint the form 
thereof on the Cloth ; having Jo done I pulVd the 
cloth, and down came the Glaffes to the Floor, and by 
the fall not one of them efcaped ; this being done, I 
got into the next Room^ and crept underneath the 
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Bed ; ike fall of the Glajfesfoon came to tke Ears of 
tkofe that were belaiv^ who coming up y found none in 
the Room, but the Dog, and feeing the print of his 
claws in the Clothe neWe examined the m^atter farther, 
but to work they went with him, who wanting words 
to jufUfie his innocence, efcaped the punifhment by 
flight : whil/i they purfued him, I ftept down the 
flairs, without being known to have a hand in the 
Plot, how my Aunt refented this fad accident, I will 
give thofe leave to judge, that ever had the like lofs. 

But this flory I am about to tell you, fucceeded not 
fo well as the former ; for it fell to myownfcurvy 
Lot, to be punifhed with that which might have 
proved apiece of Revenge, though I intended no fuck 
matter, and which was worfe, dete£led me as tke 
author of the former. Our Maids being in tke 
Fields, bleaching of Clothes, my Aunt commanded 
me tofriefome Tripes for her Dinner, which fhe had 
brought in from Market; I laying them carefly upon 
tke Dreffer, wkilfl I was cleaning tke Frying-pan, 
our aforefaid Dogfwallowed up one kalfoftkem at 
one moutkful, witkout ckewingthem, and kad near 
difpatckt tke otker half, before I could come to tke 
rejcue of my Aunts Dinner ; I kaflily threw dawn 
the Pan, whick caufed my A unt to come running in, 
to fee wkat was tke matter ; fhe Jeeing me bufily 
and eagerly imployed about the Dog,flept back in a 
placecovered from my fight, where fhemightbotkhear 
and fee, Ibafledkim fo long, kolding kimfafl, tkat 
kedifgorged one parcel of tke Tripes, wkich I taking 
up laulthemonthe Dreffer \ comt^faidI,baflingkim 
tkewkile,this isnot all you Thief ; I mufthavemore 
yet ; tkeDog,as if ke kadunderflood me, difckarged 
kimfelf of the Theft, and I verily believe, did 
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not detain one Jingle mouthful behind: fo much for 
hishone/fy. So, io.faid /, 'tis well, get you gone 
you Rogue, as long as you did as I did bid you, 
break my Aunts cup-board of GlaiTes, I made 
much of you, but when you turn thief, and fleal, 
you muft be beaten into better manners. 

My Aunt all this while was exercifing her pa» 
tience even to a miracle^ and would not f peak a wordy 
becaufejhe would fee what I intended farther. Here- 
upon I took my TripeSy and giving them a rench or 
two in a pail of watery I dryed themyflowred them, 
and into the Pan they wenty and fell a frying themy 
with as much confidence as if they had had no mif- 
chance befaln them. Being fryed tmth my fawcCy 
and all other things ready y I was going in hajle to 
call my Aunt to Dinner y as fhe met mCy andfeem- 
ing to take no noticCy feats her f elf at the TablCy and 
turning one piece then another y then a thirdyfhe 
takes the Dijhy and twirls it roundy fayingy they 
were not fryed to her mind, and that I did this 
on purpofe, that I might have them all my felf, 
and fo you ihdXlyfaidfhe and that I may be fure 
you do not flight good viftuals (being too much 
Corn-fed) I will give you leave to fit down by 
me for once. 

/ knew not what to fayy which way to looky nor 
what to thinky but perceived by my Aunts eyeSy 
which were all of a flamCy that fhe had difcovered 
fomething that had highly offended her; I would 
have fpoken fomething but fhe interrupted mCy fay- 
ing familiarly y leave off talking and eat your meat: 
I being fomewhat backwardy and fhe taking notice 
thereof; how now Mrs. Minks, {faid fhe) is not 
that good enough for you, which is too good for 
me.? Huzif, I will have none of your Dogs-leav- 
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ings, and fince you would not let him eat it, you 
ftiall eat it for him your felf ; and then I Ihall 
talk a little further with you ; Seeing there was no 
help, I did eate of the Tripe, at every other bit, much 
good may do yoti, quoth Jhe, eat heartily, and /pare 
not I chewed it like him that was gnawing a piece 
of his own Boots; but down it muft go. Whenfhe 
thought I hiid eaten enough for that time, fhe fell 
upon me in that manner, that I had much ado to 
keep that I had within me, which I was refolved to 
do, left fhe fhould make me fry it again to my Sup- 
per. 

Having tired her felf with beating me, fhe told 
me that this was not for the breaking of her Glaffes, 
fhe had another of another nature for that, fince fhe 
knew it was not a Dog, but a Bitch-Fox, that had 
done her all that mif chief. Whereupon fhe drove me 
up flairs before her, and lockt me into a Room, till 
fhe had breath to talk further with me. 

I was ready to die with fear to think what fhe 
intended to do with me; at nights approach fhe came 
to me with one of her Maids, and having lockt the 
dore to them, they unflript me, and naked as ever I 
was born, they tyed my hands to the Bed-pofl, and 
lafht me with Whipcord, till fhe had made me all 
over of a gore blood. Her Son hearing by the Maid 
how cruelly I was delt withal, adding further, that 
hewondred how his Mother could be fo hardhearted, 
as to tear my skin. Natural affeSlion enforced him 
to pity me, and that pity began to increafe that af- 
feilion, which he hath had more than thefe two 
years for me; fo that, as he confefl to me afterwards 
there was no greater trouble to him, then that he 
could not condole with me in my affliSlion. Having 
been confined two or three days to my Chamber, my 
Aunt was perfuaded to make further tryal of me^ 
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and if I proved not then anfwerable to her expec- 
tationyjhe wotildfor ever difcard me. Upon thefe 
terms I was xeleafed^ and found my Couzen over- 
joyed that I was enlarged. He was fomewhat youn- 
ger than my f elf about fifteeti years old, of an in- 
clination very prone to love what was youthful or 
beautiful; and finding m£ very flexible to entertain 
his amorous propojitions, followed mefo clofe^that he 
obtained what he defired, 

* Thus we continued fome time together, and 

* knowing how covetous his Mother was, and 

* not allowing him hardly any thing to fpend, I 

* ftudyed how I might affift him in his expence 

* abroad : I was one day in the Shop, and look- 

* ing into the Counter for fomething, I found a 

* board at the end of the Till, loofe, which taking 

* up, I could eafily put in my hand, and take out 

* what Money I pleafed ; having now taken out 

* the Board, I knew not what to do ; for I faft- 

* ned it but very flenderly, neither could I do 

* otherwife, having no time to do what I would. 

* Wherefore in the morning early, before my 

* Aunt was up, I got into the Shop, and with a 

* fmall Perfer I boared a couple of holes quite 

* through the end, and two fides of the Box, and 

* fo with Wire I faftned it, to my hearts content, 

* but not fo but I could loofen it again at my 

* pleafure. My heart leapt to think, how this 

* projeft taking effeft, neither I, nor my friend 

* could want Money at any time. Could I have 

* concealed this to my felf I would have don€ it, 

* and fo fupplyed (as I thought convenient) my 

* Couzen with Money, the more to engage his 

* affeftion to me. But I was forc't to tell him 

* thereof, (whom I knew as forward in any fort 

* of wickednefs as any body) becaufe he was 
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continually in the Shop. Having given him an 
account of my projeftion, I thought he would 
have been tranfported with joy, and was reft- 
lefs, till he had made an experiment; which 
having done, and finding my contrivance, an 
inexhauftible Mine to him, I thought he did in- 
tend to lock me in his arms everlaflingly. 
Now did our freedom daily increafe, and no- 
thing obftrufted them but want of liberty to 
enjoy them. But, as what is violent, is feldom 
permanent ; fo mufl our delights have an end, 
and fo much the fooner, by how much they ex- 
ceed in meafure. Being not fatisfied with deal- 
ing a kifs, or fo forth in the day time. We 
pitcht upon a Night, when he fhould run the 
hazard of coming into his Mothers Chamber 
where I lay in a Trundle-bed under her ; and 
be with me all night : He watcht his opportu- 
nity, (laying up late, and I in purfuance of the 
defign, had left the chamber door open, and fo 
our defires were accomplifht. But now (a mif- 
chief on*t) we were fo ihackled in the fetters of 
a lailing fleep, that notwithftanding my Aunt 
bawrd to me I know not how many times, it 
being late in the morning to rife and look after 
her bufinefs, yet I made no anfwer ; at laft 
ftarted out of the Bed, and ftepping to mine, to 
fee if I were not dead, found her Son inclofed 
in my Arms both faft afleep. But (he awa- 
kened us fo haftily out of our fleeps, that we 
lookt like a couple of Bedlamites, and fo con- 
founded with (hame, that we had not a word 
to fay. To be (hort, (he firft refolv'd to 
turn me out of doors, not caring whether 
I went with or without Cloaths; but then 
confidering (he Ihould . difparage her Son, by 
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'fliaming of me; concluded to fend for the 

* Mafler of the Veffel we now are in, and after 
'fome difcourfe I was commanded to go with 

* him, glad I was to go any where to be ont of 

* her reach ; her Son, hearing of my fad fentence, 
' would have followed me, but was interrupted ; 

* however yefterday, attempting by the way I 

* had found out to fupply me with Money, he 
'was catcht in the a£l by his Mother, and 

* fent immediately to Prifon, where I underftand 

* he is like to lie till we fet Sail. 

I was fo attentive in the hearing what flie re- 
lated befell her, that I did eat her words as they 
fell from her. To retaliate her kindnefs, I gave 
an account of what I had lately run through, at 
leafl wife, as much as I thought convenient ; and 
by this time the Seamen began to take notice of 
our private conference, and by our familiarity 
they had feen, gave their judgments openly, that 
they thought there would be a Wejlminjier wed- 
ding between us, before we fhould arrive at our 
intended Port. Hereupon we broke up School, 
and defcended flraight between Decks, there we 
found our Comerades tongues all imployed like 
-a Dover-QoMxX. ; I for my part was refolved to be 
filent, that I might the better gather from them 
what they were, and what lewd things they had 
a£led upon the Stage of this world. 

But how often did I be-Afs my Roguefliip, 
calling my felf ten thoufand Fools for having fo 
good an opinion of my Rogueries, (thinking them 
no other than the very quinteffence of wit) when 
I heard them difcourfe of what they had done, 
which they all did with more freedom, than a 
dying man would confefs his Sins to his Ghoftly 
Father. And fo they might very well do ; for 
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being paft all fhame (perit cut pudor periit) and 
the Law having paft fentence on them, they could 
not fuifer again for the fame; without a recom- 
mifTion. 

The Wind coming about fair, and we all ready, 
command was given to weigh the Ankor ; juft as 
it was a Peek, and our Fore-top-fail loofe, and 
feeing then that there was no help but that I 
muft go, I fully purpofed to have leapt over- 
board (fo attra£live is our native Soil) had not 
the confideration of my Eftate aboard, with that of 
my Mis, which I muft leave behind, pulled me back. 

Whilft I was thus ruminating with myfelf, we 
had fpread all our Canvas, the wind blowing frefti, 
we fpoon'd away before it like an arrow out of a 
bow. Coming into the Ocean, I found my felf 
poffeft with a new Spirit, and if there was ever 
any fuch thing as tranfmigration of Souls, cer- 
tainly it was at that time, fome new drown'd Sea- 
mans Soul hovering on the Deep, took up its 
habitation in my body, entring in at my mouth 
as I gap'd for breath, which the fwiftnefs of the 
Ships failing, and tofling of the Waves together, 
had almoft totally deprived me of. I was fo 
nimble and fo a6live, that if I faw any hailing 
Sheets aft, or hoifmg of Sail, would be fure to be 
with him ; which our Mafter taking fpecial no- 
tice of, encouraged me therein, fo far that ven- 
turing firft into the tops, I afterwards upon it 
grew fo bold, that when occafion required, I oft^n 
helpt to furl a Sail, but being not my Crafts- 
Mafter, being more bold than skilful, one day I was 
in the Main-top,and getting aftride the Yard-arm, 
<to make my felf the better acquainted with it) 
I dropt off into the Sea, and had we not been 
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becalmed, I had been drowned irrecoverably. 
Throwing me out a Rope, I got aboard, no more 
concerned with the danger I efcaped from, than 
if I had been that while afleep in a Cabbih. My 
Mafter lookt on this accident as a certain Omen 
of my being a Sea-man, and thereupon made me 
his Cabbin-boy promifmg me when I had ferved 
him a time according to cuftom, he would ad- 
vance me according to my deligence and fidelity, 
as for my ingenuity he queflioned not. 

We had not been above a Month at Sea, but 
by imploying all the leafure time I had among 
my Comrades, I had gained fo intimate acquain- 
tance, and fo perfefl a knowledge of them, that 

1 (hall endeavour to give you a Charafter of them; 
there was nineteen of them in all, befides my 
Miftrefs, whofe late Adventures I have given you 
an account of; and therefore fhall pafs her by and 
only tell you what the reft were, but firft, what 
their Profeflions are. 

CHAP. XL 

An account and CharaSler of fuck who went with 
me in our Voyage to a Plantation^ viz. 

I t'^Ne Broken Tradefman^ 2 Jilts ^ i Pretended 

V>^ poor Captain, i Counterfeit Libertine Mini- 

Jler, I Soldier of Fortune, i New Exchange Girl^ 

2 Button-makers, i Orange-Wench. 3 Crackt 
Maid-fervants. i Stockin-Mender. 4 Common 
Proflitutes. One whereof was a large Folio^ two of 
them in 06lavo^ and one in decimofexto, all loofe in 
Sheets, of the firft Edition imprinted at London. 
I might otherwife name the firft a Ship of the firft 

L 
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Rate, an unwieldy bulky thing, which would re- 
quire more men than a Kingdom can well fpare 
to Man her, old and leaky too, and mufl be pumpt 
every hour to keep her above water. The other 
next two had been tight Friggots, and excellent 
Sailers ; but length of time had fo decayed their 
Hulks, that they were unfit for any thing but Fire 
fliips; the laft was a pretty Finance, but damaged 
much in her Rigging, and would ferve for an ex- 
cellent Pikeroon ftill, having been from her Cradle 
taught the Art of Land-Piracy. But to begin 
firft with my 

Broken Trade/man. 
His Father lived in ^;tt:^^ in very good fafhion, 
being one of the principal of the City ; and though 
hehad averygood Tradeof hisown,yet he thought 
it very incompleat to that oi London, and thither 
muft his Son be fent A Confeftioner for his 
Mafter was provided him ; but he had not been 
with him ten weeks before the Confeftioner found 
that he was half undone by this fweet tootht 
Gutling; nay he ingenuoufly confeft to me that 
his Pockets were continually cram'd with all forts 
of Sweat Meats, as Pomecitron, Orange and Lem- 
mon Pill, Comfits of all forts, or what ever Con- 
feftions, as were dryed ; and his reafon was for fo 
doing, left being fent on ^n errand he fhould lofe 
a^y time in the indulging his Palate : he did not 
fo ;nuch as go to Bed unfurnifht, fleeping with 
fonj^ fweet thing or other in his Mouth, that he 
migljjt dream of the reft. His Mafter concluding 
that he ftiouldbe abfolutely updone if he kept him 
much longer, fent for his Father, who comii^ up 
removed him from thence, and placed him with a 
Vintner,kf^9wingexperimentally^atthofethatare 
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fweet tootht, are feldom Drunkards. But the Gen- 
tleman could not make fo much hafle to go out 
of town, as his Son did to be drunk ; in feven 
days that he was in this Tavern, he was but five 
hours perfectly fober. It was well he made fo much 
hade to (how his Inclination that he might nf>t 
put his aged Father to the expence and trouble 
of another journey. His Father feeing he could 
devour trade fo fad, and left fome fuch fhould 
fwallow him up at laft, refolved to put him to one 
he could not eat, (yet one, too many have worn 
Thread-bare) a Salesman ; he feemed diligent 
enough till his Father was gone out of Town, 
and then wanting what the Indulgence of a Fa- 
ther continually beftowed upon him, he one morn- 
ing early put on a very handfome Suit that fitted 
him, and taking along a very good Brtixels Cham- 
blet Cloak (which he fold) away he marcht into 
the Countrey, committing vadsiy petit larcef ties hy 
the way, refolving (if it fhould fall to his chance) 
to die as near his friends as he could. At Hunt- 
ington he was apprehended for ftealing a Silver 
Tumbler, but being known by fome Relations he 
had in the Town, the bufmefs was hufht up, and 
he fent home. His Father admired to fee his 
Son return fo foon after him, askt him the reafon 
thereof, who craftily replyed, he could not live fo 
far from his Parents. Though the old man was 
troubled that his Son fhould difappoint his expec- 
tations, yet he could not but Ihew himfelf a Dotard in 
acknowledging his Sons natural affe6lion therein. 
At laft it was concluded on, that he fliould follow 
his Fathers Trade of Mercery, which my young 
man did, till his Fathers death, which was aboqt 
two years after, but how faithfully, I muft leave 

L 2 
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to thofeParents to confider, whohave broughttheir 
Children to ihameful ends, and thereby have ble- 
mifht the fpotlefs Reputation of their Ancient 
Families^ by not endeavouring tohinder the excur- 
iions of fuch debaucheries, as proceed from 
their known vicious conftitutions. His Father 
leaving him his Houfe, Shop and Goods, he fo ap- 
parel'd himfelf, and fpentfo largely, as in theexcefs 
neither had the conqueft. Thefe, and his Extrava- 
gant Courtfhipmade him the whole Town-talk. He 
had not hours enough in eight daysto vifit his Mif- 
trefles in a whole week, although he fhould ad- 
drefs himfelf to one every hour of the day. His 
Love was fo general, that he would have enjoyed 
them all, but the Law bounding his boundlefs de- 
fires to g^ve himfelf that fatisfa£lion, he is moil 
prone unto, he was forc'd to ele£); one ; it was 
ftrange he could notchoofeone honefl Woman out 
of fo many; for fhe matcht his Cock, fhe proving 
more inclinable to Venery, then he to any other 
Vice. As he reacht to the poiTefTion of all or none, 
fo none at all could reach her full fatisfa£lion. 

The Marriage was but juft confummated, and 
they hardly warm in each others embraces, when 
he turned his poor Mother out of doors, bidding 
her go live elfewhere upon her Thirds, for they 
would have no Overfeers in their houfe, nor fuch 
who fhould continually difturb their quiet with 
trie tedious Leflures of Crab-tree morality. The 
Candle is now lighted at both ends, if he fpent 
liberally with friends abroad, fhe had thofe at 
home to fpend with and upon ; and that fhe might 
not come fhort of him ; if fhe had heard he fpent 
a Crown, fhe would double it in her expence. For 
one half year two Taylors had nothing elfe to do, 
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but to make them new Garments ; and when they 
and their Friends were together in a Tavern, all 
the Drawers in the houfe were little enough to 
tend them ; fo inconfiderately generous, that a 
Poetafter who could never arrive at the hight of a 
Ballad, prefenting him with ahobbling non-fenfical 
Epithalamium^ hecaufed my ragged Rimer uncafe 
immediately, and cloath'd him fo, that he lookt 
rather like a gawdy Aftor, than a Poet, bellowing 
over and above five pieces, then in his Drunkennefs 
he might the more freely trumpet out his bounty. 
By thefe courfes his Shop was altogether neg- 
le£led, and few Commodities vended,«but what 
his Wifes Paramours took upon an everlafting 
credit Growing now weary of Excejler^ and fuch 
vulgar Countrey delights, (as he was pleafed to 
call them) he furnifht his Pockets with ftore of 
Money (having converted a round fum of Silver 
into Gold), away he rode for London ; where be- 
ing come, he omitted not any time which he 
might imploy either in places of pleafure or paf- 
time. And being tired here too with the variety 
of his delights ; and finding withal not above 
twenty pieces left, he mounts his Horfe with an 
intention homewards but by the way, having 
fome bufmefs, (as a Wench to fee or fo) at McU- 
borough on the Downs^ he was met with, and 
robb'd, and with a cut or two (for he refifled) he 
made a fhift to get to the Town. He had behaved 
himfelf fo loudly ill, that the report came thither, 
and thofe that would in his Fathers life time have 
trufted him with 500/. would not now trufl him 
with fo many farthings ; fo that he was forc'd to fell 
his Horfe, and go home on foot. 

His Wife in the mean time had not been idle in 
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her expences, rioting in that (hameful manner, 
that the wholeTown cryed out fhame on her: thofe 
deferved reproaches they daily threw upon her, 
made her refolve to lay hold on the opportunity 
of her Husbands abfence and fecure what fhe 
could to her own peculiar ufe, and quit the Town ; 
to that intent fhe confulted with her chiefeft fa^ 
vourite, (and by the way take notice there is no 
Whore fo notorioufly common, but fhe keeps one 
whom fhe loves above all others, that fball take 
the freedom to beat her, abufe her, fWp her fome* 
times when his Pimp-fhip is in the humour, and 
will infallibly fpend what 'ere fhe gets if fhe in- 
tends to keep her Flefh and Bones from being 
under the Chirurgeons hands) I fay confulting 
him, he advifed by all means to take fome fpeedy 
courfe for her felf-prefervation, it is an inflin^ 
infufed into the natures of irrationals ; and there- 
fore certainly man cannot be without He need- 
ed not ufe any arguments to perfwade her to 
that fhe was already refolved to put in execution; 
andthereforefheonly defired him to know how fhe 
fhould fecure the Goods in theShop, Let that 
alone to fne^ faid he, / will take that citarge upon me; 
and that he might charm her into aconfent,they 
talkt that in private, which the colour of their 
Faces publickly difcovered. 

The night appointed being come, for the per- 
fefting what they had propounded, the Gallant 
was ready punftually at his hour with three or 
four Porters, by the help of whom he quickly re- 
moved all the choice Goods or any that were 
worth Porterage to a place appointed Having 
fo done, he advifed her to fecure what Money 
and Plate there was in the Houfe ; this was done 
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.fofilently,that the Servants of theHoufe werenot 
awakened by any noife they made ; there was not 
fo much Money and Plate but it was portable 
enough between them; having thus contributed to 
the robbing herfelf, |iway fhe trudges with her 
friend to another place, than wherehehad fent th6 
Goods ; and having provided an Horfe before for 
that purpofe, in the morning early away they 
rode to Plintouthy about thirty miles diftant, 
where having lodg'd her, and promifing to return 
fpeedily, takes a good quantity of Money with 
him. and was never by her heard of after. 

Her Husband coming home, and finding all 
things in this condition, was about to hang him^ 
felf, (and fo he might, for few loved him fo well 
as to hinder him from it, efpecially now feeing 
there was no more good to be done with him) 
but comforting himlelf, that his Houfe was ilill 
left ftanding, he grieved very little ; for he was fo 
little acquainted hitherto with grief, that he knew 
not what it was. He had not refted in it above 
one night, but he fold it, and what Goods remained, 
and it was not two hours after before he was ar- 
retted, and fo forced to part with above three 
parts of what the Sale had brought him in, to 
difcharge the Debts he owed in that City. It 
was not long after that all was gone, and in 
that junflure of time, his Wife returned with 
hardly a rag to cover that nakednefs, (he had 
fo often lafcivioufly expofed to view. What be- 
came of her afterwards, I know not ; but he to 
fhun the daily flouts and infupportable flightings 
of his Relations and Qtwndam Friends, footed it 
for Barnjlabley and rather than through defpair 
deftroy himfelf at home, he would try his fortunes 
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by labouring in another Countrey. The next 
Ferfons I am to treat of, are a Couple of 



Fellows that muft run through a many other fa- 
culties of an inferiour Clafs, before they can at- 
tain to the true knowledge of this profound 
Myftery; and having obtained this, they com- 
mence Mafter of Arts ; which Arts are divided 
into that of High-Padding, Low-Padding, Cloy- 
Filing, Bung-Nipping, Prancers Prigging, Duds- 
Lifting, Rhum-Napping, Cove-CufBng, Mort- 
Trapping, Stamp-Flstfhing, Ken-Milling, Jerk the 
Naskin, with many more of the quality. 

Such were thefe two Jilts, who had they 
(laid longer in London^ inftead of taking (hip- 
ping here, they would have taken Shippen at 
Newgate^ and Sailed up Holboum^ and pafling 
by the dangerous Rocks of St. Gile^s would 
irrecoverably have been caft away at Tibum. 

I did not find by their difcourfe any great mat- 
ter of ingenuity, having not wit enough to prac- 
tice any thing of their own defigning ; they were 
old feafoned Rogues; and were content to tread in 
the fame old Paths their Predece(rors had trod in 
before, without making any new difcovery. And 
therefore I (hall give you an account only, that not 
daring to (hay longer in London, they were con- 
(Irained to betake themfelves to the Countrey. 
The week before the Sizes they came to Excef- 
ter, fetting up their Horfes at an Inn, they pre- 
fently (not to lofe time) wallet to fee the City, and 
under that pretence to try what advantages they 
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could make therein, went into feveral Taverns, 
and where they could not get civily into compa- 
ny they thought they might bubble, they rudely 
intruded, and had like to have been foundly ball- 
ed for their pains; they found that Gaming would 
not fuit their purpofe in that precife place; there- 
fore the next day they refolved to experience what 
Jilting would do ; and that they might carry on 
their defign with the lefs fufpition, they befpoke 
a Difh or two of Meat for Dinner in a Tavern, in- 
viting the man of the Houfe and his Wife to eat 
with them, they called freely for Wine, and drank 
pretty fmartly ; at length they were left alone, 
one of them fteps up the flairs, and gets into the 
Vintners Lodging Room, where feeing a large 
Trunk, he attempts to open it with his Pick-lock, 
(which they have of all forts and fifes from a 
Street Door to a Cabinet) being too long a fum- 
bling about his bufinefs, the Vintner came up to 
his Comrade the mean time, and asking where 
his Friend was ; the other replyed he was gone up 
to the Houfe of Office; Nayy that cannot be, re- 
plyedhe,/or it is below in the Yard dind thereupon 
(his heart mif-g^ving him) he ran up haftily the 
flairs, and looking back faw him that he left be- 
low at the ftair-head ready to go down, and the 
other that was above coming out of his Chamber^ 
not knowing how to feize them both, he cryed out, 
Jh?p the Thief that is coming down^ and in'the 
mean time clos'd in with him that was above and 
(lrugglingwithhim,he was forc'd to quit an Hun- 
dred Pound-Bagg, that the Jilt had got under his 
Arm, which made the Vintner then more eager to 
fecure him : in fhort, they were both fecured and 
carried before a Juflice ; there needed no other 
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evidence to convift them, than a great bunch of 
thofe Pick-locks found about them. Upon this they 
were committed, and that very Sizes (having mi- 
raculoufly before efcaped buzzing in the fift) both 
fentenced to be Transported. 

Now give me leave to give you an account (if 
it be poffible) of one that is every thing, yet no- 
thing. By his Garb, both a Gentleman, and a 
Soldier too, and fuch an one is this 

Pretended (poor) Captain. 

His Anceftors by the Fathers fide in a con- 
tinued Line to him, have been well known to be 
remarkable Beggars fome Centuries ; I know not, 
but that they may draw their Original from King 
Fergus^ or fome other great Irijh Prince \ for to 
this day the meaner fort of the Natives of Ire- 
land had rather fee their Children beg, than be 
mechanically imployed, by following fome hon- 
ed Trade, or Occupation. And that is the reafon 
that fo many ferving-men, fwarm from the mid- 
dle and meaner fort of them, learning to cringe 
when they are young, that they may beg, with 
the better grace when they are old. His Grand- 
Father by an unhappy, or happy accident, when 
he was a Child, fell into the Fire, and fo fcorcht 
his face, that had you feen it, you would fworn 
it had been a young fcorcht Devils-head half 
roafted ; I fay by that advantage, (which others 
would call a difadvantage) when he came to be 
of years, removing where he was not known, 
he gained daily by begging confiderably, pre- 
tending that difafter came by powder, as he 
was couragioufly fighting in the famous Battel of 
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Lepanto ; and which to confirm the belief, he had 
loft a Leg by a confounded Ulcer, which he pre- 
tended he loft by a Cannon (hot, at the fame time. 
By which means he had got fufficiently to have 
maintained his Son not in idle courfes, if he had 
had the Grace to have rightly ufed it; but he 
coming of Age, fpent that in a Month, which his 
Father had got in twenty fcorching Summers, and 
as many cold benumming Winters, fcorning to de- 
generate from the Ancient praflice of his Prede- 
ceffors ; and like a Crafts-mafter, purchafed a Sea- 
mans old fuit of Apparel, with his Red Cap, and 
had fo rolled himfelf in Pitch, that he might have 
ferved a whole City for a general Antidote in a 
Contagion. He begg'd up and down the Countrey, 
(pretending to go home,) under the notion of being 
caft away, and had loft all ; and therefore defired 
the Charity of well minded People, that it might 
be a means to carry him to his friends and ac- 
quaintance. He had learned Sea-termes of Art, 
and applyed them very well in all his wonderful 
relations. Coming to his Quarters at night, after 
two or three deep fetcht fighs, he would in general 
complain of his hard fortune, giving fome fmall 
hints of what confiderable fums he loft this laft 
Ship-wrack ; then as if he correfled himfelf for fo 
doing in the difcovery of his mifery, he would fay, 
well^ it is butamadnefs and a great folly to grumble 
at the hand of Providence, We mu/lfubmitto Dif- 
penfations. Thefe fad Notes coming from his Re- 
ligious Organ-pipe, founded fo lowdly in the ears 
of his Landlady, that fhe tuned them fo among 
the Neighbourhood, that the room wherein he 
was, fiird prefently. 

He had an excellent faculty in telling a doleful 
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ftory, and would Limn the horrour of Ship-wrack 
fo to the Life, that the womens eyes about him 
dropt as faft as Water out of a Cullender ; after 
this fell a (howre of two pences, fingle pence, half 
pence, &c. By this fubtlety he never wanted Mony, 
Viftuals, ftrong Drink, nor good Lodging. And 
by the help of a good Memory as I am informed 
he travailed in and about England^ begging in 
this manner, nine years, and never came in to a 
Town twice. 

Our poor Captain the Son of this maunding^ 
Seaman, (that never faw the Ocean, and therefore 
could hardly be otherwife Ship-wrafl:,than againft 
a Whipping-poft, or the Gallows) had another 
Spirit, whofe Soul had neither communication 
with, nor relation to the meannefs of his Fathers; 
for from his Childhood he begg'd as the Orphan 
of a wealthy Merchant, whofe Eftate was em- 
bezel'd by the avarice of his Guardian, and fmce 
laviflily fpent by the profufe prodigality of his 
Son, fince dead. That now having neither Parents 
nor Friends left living, he was expofed to this 
miferable way of craving the benevolence of the 
charitable. He made a fhift to live after this man- 
ner till he was fifteen years of Age ; but the 
People noting him to be a lufty Lad, threatned 
if he would not work, to fend him to Bridewel; 
that word fo ftartled him, that he was abfolutely 
frighted out of that begging humour. Hearing 
at that inftant the Drums beat for Voluntiers in 
fome forreig^ expedition, he lifted himfelf, and 
inftead of Advance Mony, had Shoos, Stockins, 
Hat, and Coat, Sword and Belt, with what elfe 
was requifite for a Soldier. And now he (hewed 
clearly what blood he had in him, and that his 
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Mother had the greatefl (hare in his Generation. 
For when Ihe was in her Ale, (as flie often would 
be) (he never gloried nor boafled of any thing 
more, then that her Husband was a Soldier at 
Tilbury Camp, and that lofing his Thumb by 
firing his own Mufquet, her Majefty gave him a 
Penfion of a maimed Soldier, that if he begg'd 
after- wards, it was no difgrace, being fo miferably 
difenabled from working. 

This Sprightly young Soldier, being thus ac-^ 
coutred beyond his own or any bodies expectation 
elfe, ramm'd in the Stones of the Street by his 
ftrutting to fome purpofe, leaving not any place 
of the City unvifited, that he might (hew his Gal- 
lantry, efpecially fuch places he before had begg'd 
in. You could not have affronted him worfe, than 
to call him by what name his Mother gave him, 
(for I queftion, whether he was chriftian'd) and 
would be as ready to draw to vindicate his 
Honour. But the Wind ferving fair, and all 
things ready, fetting fail, they arrived in fafety at 
their Port. What (ervice he did in that expedi- 
tion, I could not gather from him, (undoubtedly 
it was his modefty that hindred him, rather de- 
firing to have fome other Mouth to proclaim his 
worth than his own) but this he confeft, that his 
often hiding himfelf when any Party was com- 
manded to march out of the Garrifon, occafioned 
his Officers to tie him fo often Neck and Heels, 
that he thought he (hould go double as long as 
he lived, and that his Breech was grown ftupidly 
fenflefs by often riding the wooden Horfe. How- 
ever, he was conftrained to tarry here fix years; 
but at length he grew fo tired with watching 
once in four dayes, and fo fcar'd with the dangers 
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the frequent Alarms acquainted his ears with, 
once in fix weeks at leaft, that he refolved rather 
to venture a hanging by his own fellow Soldiers, 
than run the hazard of being (hot by his enemies; 
and fo watching his opportunity, got into a Veflfel 
bound for England^ and came away, not afford- 
ing thofe he left behind, fo much as a farewel ; 
but being far enough off the Shore, cryed out 
aloud. Harm watch. Harm catch. Landing at 
Plimouthy he bought him an ordinary red Scarf, 
and made it into a Sling to carry his hand in, 
which had as many Plaifters on it, as are ufed in 
an Hofpital a week, fowing it to his Shoulder, 
and tying a large bow knot on it ; with a Sword 
by his fide, and a laced Hat, that he had purchafed 
at fecond hand, he walk'd the Streets, and had the 
impudence to addrefshimfelf to the Govemour of 
the Town, in this, or the like manner. 

Although I Jtave not the Honour to be acquainted 
with you, Great Sir, in wltofe Per/on dwells (as I 
hear) all the Virtue and Valour ofjlain Engliih 
Heroes, by a Tranfmigration; yet I amnot unknown 
to the African part of the Macrocofme, where my 
Jingle Sword hath eaten its way through thoufands^ 
and hath afterwards drank it felf into afurfeit, 
with the blood of thofe Hell-dyed Infidels, My 
forward valour foon rewarded my unknown Worthy 
and for no other reajon, than I thought fit to com-- 
mand tlie DeJHnies, liavingfo great a power over 
Life and Death, I was made ct Captain, At 
firfl, t/ie great care I had to preferve my own, 
made me expofe my felf as their Target, to guard 
tlum from their ftiemies Arrows, fo t/uit in 
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one Battel^ (wherein there was three/core tJtoufand 
men oftJte adverfe party, there was but three hun- 
dredofthem efcafdwith life to inform t/uir friends 
of their Countreys lofs,) I fay, in that barbarous 
confliSl I return' d home, as thick fhuk with Arrows, 
as a porcupine with Quills; afterwards my Name 
ferved to fright the Rogues, without fighting a 
/Iroak, But tfte long abfence from my own Coun- 
trey, poffejl me withfo great a defire of feeing that 
blefjed Soil, that gave me breath, I refolved to ac- 
quit tny Command, and happy in this opportunity 
of tendring my P erf on and Services at the feet of 
a Soulfo magnanimous as your f elf 

Having finiflied his Formal bumbaftical hy- 
perbolical Speech, the Governor was at a (land, 
what to do with this mighty Garagantua, having 
almofl difenabled his tongue from fpeaking, by 
biting it e'ne through, to contein himfelf from 
laughing out right ; but confidering with himfelf, 
promifed him at laft, that he would Mufter him 
in his own Coiiipany for the prefent, till he could 
find out fomething more fuitable to his worth and 
quality, and for the prefent gave him fome Mo- 
ney, which our Captain, getting drunk with all 
that night in the Company of fome Officers into 
which he had intruded himfelf, and taking the 
liberty of undervaluing fome of them* in his pro- 
digious cracking, was foundly kick't for all his 
lame hand. But fuch was the Fortune of War, 
that our Captain had not trailed a Pike above a 
Month, before he dole a Chamber- Pot, two 
Quart-pots, Flaggons, with fbme other Pew- 
ter, and fold them at another Ale-houfe in 
the Town ; with the Money he got drunk, and 
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coming home to his Quarters, his Landlady 
taxing him with the Theft, made no more ado, 
but firfl abufmg him in all the moft opprobrius 
terms that a Whore could invent, that had ferved 
three feven years Apprentifhips to a Billings^ 
gate Fi(h- woman, he then manfully beat her, and 
in that manner, that (he was forc'd to cry out 
Murder. Neighbours coming in, feiz'd my va- 
liant Captain, and in that pickle he was in, car- 
ried him before the Governour, who on feeing 
him in that drunken condition, fent him to the 
Mainguard, where he lay all that night as round 
as a Ball. The next Morning he was tryed by a 
Council of War, and finding him a Counterfeit, 
and that he was nothing but a commixt piece of 
Debauchery and Villany, condemned him to run 
the Gauntlet, which he did on the Hoe of PIU 
mouthy through his own Company, and another 
drawn up thither for that purpofe ; and after- 
ward at the old Town-gate, had his Sword bro- 
ken over his head, and to cafhier'd. 

This ufuage was enough to make any one hate 
to be a Soldier as it did him, for he refolv'd to 
fettle to his Trade, yet he liked very well the 
name of Captain, and getting far enough off from 
his difgracing place; he fo fhaped his defign, 
that he queftioned not but that this Title would 
be very advantagious : and to make a tryal how 
it would prove, he applyed himfelf to a Gentle- 
mans houfe, (at that time when Loyalty to our 
Lawful Prince was accounted Treafon againft 
the Common-wealth) and underftanding by in- 
quiry the name of the Perfon, and that he was a 
(Irong Caviller, (as they then call'd them) and a 
great lover of all fuch, and knock'd at the door. 
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and ask'd to fpeak with the mafter of the Houfe, 
na;ining him, he being informed therewith rea- 
dily came, and my Captain was as ready himfclf 
thus, in a low voice, to addrefs 

Sir, Report renders you a lover of your King, and 
fuck as have fuffered for his Sacred Majefiies fake. 
MyFatherwas a Colonel^and his Loyalty he could not 
better exprefs ttianby dying in his Majefiies Service at 
Edge-hill / to revenge my Fathers death, andfhew that 
I had the fame blood running in my Veins, I have not 
only ventured my Youth upon any hazard, the boldefl 
Cavalier ever yet attempted, butfince, I have had my 
Eflate fequeflred too, and dare not own my name. 

This Forgery took fo good effeft, that it pro- 
duced him forty (hillings, with direftions to go 
to another Gentleman of the like Principles, 
about ten miles diftance ; where addreffing him- 
felf in the fame or like terms, the pretence took 
effeft there too. Now did he buy himfelf a 
Sword, and getting a white Cap on his Head, 
pretended himfelf fick too, as well as maimed ; 
by which means he pickt up a great deal of mo- 
ney ; the Rogue was grown fo Covetous, and 
was refolved not to lofe his labour where ever 
he came ; if he had not any money given him, he 
would infallibly fteal fomething in lieu thereof. 
Coming at length to the houfe of a perfon of 
Quality, he addreft himfelf there as he had done 
elfe-where, the Knight after he had given him 
money, commanded fome of his Servants to 
carry him into the Buttery ; they knowing by 
the refpefls their Mafter ftiewed him, he muft 
be a Royalift, drank a Health to the King, and 
by degrees to each of the Royal Progeny, not 

M 
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leaving out fome of the Nobility, that had been 
moft eminently ferviceable to the King, and 
by that time there was none (not exempting 
the Butler) but had his dofe ; my Captain tak- 
ing the advantage of their difordered fenfes, was 
not contented with a Bowl, but pickt up a filver 
Salt too, which one more fober than the reft 
obferving, let him go out of the Gate before he 
apprehended him ; and feeing that he was re-» 
folved to march off with them, feized him, and 
drew him back again into the Court-yard, where 
demanding from him what he had ftoln, the 
Captain denyed the Faft, with many bitter im- 
precations, which gathered the Servants about 
him, who fearching him found the theft, who if 
their Mafter had not interpofed, they would have 
knockt this Importer in the head. He knew 
that the Law would punifh him fufficiently, 
and being a Juftice of Peace, caufed his Clerk 
to write his Mittimus^ and fo was fent to Exeter- 
Gaol, where he continued till Sizes, and then 
received the fame Sentence, that had paft upon 
the Jilts before. 

Now fince I have defcribed one counterfeit 
that abufed and robb'd the Countrey, under the 
pretence of Loyalty ; give me leave to Charac- 
terize another counterfeit (the word of the two) 
who under the Cloak of Religion hid his debau- 
cheries, whilft he deceived and deluded the ig- 
norant, efpecially the Female Sex, with his lowd, 
long, and impertinent Praying, and falfe Doc- 
Jrine, and that was the 

Counterfeit Libertine Minifter. 
It is no wonder that he lived (as we do ftiU) in a 
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ftaggering age,forthe fallof -4^/<3:w,brokethebones 
of his Children, and crippled hispofterity, fothat 
we are both blind in our Judgments, and lame in 
our Praftifes. At firft he was made perfeft, 
which was intimated by being brought into the 
world naked, to fignifie that the great Former of 
all things was not afhamed of his Workmanfliip; 
but when the Devil fent erroneous Tenents, at- 
tended with damned Praflices into the world, he 
advifed the Brochers and Profeffors thereof to 
cover their deformity, with the Mouth of tender- 
nefs of Confcience ; but were their skins are as 
tough as their Confciences, and their Flefli as 
hard as their Hearts, they would b^both Ax and 
Halter-proof; they might laugh at the Block, and 
defie the Gallows. 

This religious Proteins, this Heteroclite in Di- 
vinity, (for he was deficient in what he ought to 
do, or believe, and redundant in what he ought 
not,) when he firft appeared in a Tub, or a thing 
like a Pulpit, he was, (as he acknowledged) like 
^fop's Jay, in a drefs of borrowed Feathers, 
preaching the Works of other men, which 
muft needs be the worfe for coming out of his 
defiled Mouth, as a Shirt worn by a polluted Body. 
He mangled the modern Divines more barbar- 
oufly, than an Executioner a Traytors Body ; not 
forbearing to give old Prifcian a knock on the 
bald Crown, The height of his Eloquence zor\- 
fifted in railing againft Popery, calling Epifcetpacy 
the Sifter of the Whore of Babylon^ running on 
in his Preachment like a mad-Dog, foaming and 
open-mouth*d, yelping at the Honourabje Clergy 
in general, and biting his Brethren the Seftaries, 
whom he would have his Auditory believe are a^ 
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mad as himfelf ; but having run himfelf out of 
Breath, what a humming, and a fpitting there was, 
and by the blowing his Nofe, made many a fil- 
thy Parenthefis ; having concluded his Sermon, 
he Prayed, (hutting his eyes, and would rather 
utter non-fence, and tautologis, than ufe any ftu- 
died Form. All being finifhed, he fteals out de- 
murely out of the Meeting-houfe with his Sword 
by his fide (a Captain and an Independent) and 
though he neither obeyed Chrifts Commiifion, or 
wore his Livery, yet would be accounted one of his 
Menial Servants. Being got out, one would thank 
himforthegreat pains hetook; anotherinvited him 
to Dinner; a third, a fourth, fifth, letting them all 
alone till the tenth made his proffer: at laft, where 
he thought he fhould have the befl entertainment, 
there he would exprefs the acceptance of the prof- 
fer. He could not go amifs for his Supper ; and to 
retaliate their kindnefs, before the Cloth was laid, 
he would beflow on them a fleeping Prayer of an 
hour and half, moft commonly proportioning the 
time to that of Supper-drefling. Certainly his de- 
fign therein was like the Scribes and Pharifees, 
who had never been condemned for long Prayers, 
had they not been ufed as fo many Graces before 
their curfed Meals of Orphans Eflates, and Widows 
Houfes. He endeavoured to makehis interefl good 
among the Females, knowing how prevalently 
powerful they are commonly over their Husbands 
Inclinations, which he praftifed with fo much 
craft and cimning ; firfl pofTefTrng them flrongly 
with a ^ood efleem of his Holy Life and Con- 
verfation, that they verily believed one word of 
his would either Saint them or Reprobate them, 
when he pleafed ; which he perceiving, refolved 



Part 4. Witty Extravagant 165 

to play the Gypfy with them, telling good for- 
tunes to none, but fuch as croft his hand with a 
piece of Silver ; that is to fay, in private Meetings; 
and Conferences, having occafion to fpeak of fuch, 
and fuch, it lay in his power then to fay that fuch 
a one to his knowledge is a precious Saint, a con- 
ftant hearer of the word, having an excellent gift 
in Prayer, or fuch a one is lately fallen, (he is 
ftarted afide into the by-paths of Sin and Iniquity, 
&c. So that you fee by Him, as well as by the 
Pope, the People might be canoniz'd for Money. 

But imagining this Faflion was not fo powerful^ 
nor encouraging as \hcAnabaptiJls; and findingthat 
that the fadingGourds of his foolifli hopes and expec- 
tations of preferment began to wither; he in down- 
right terms fell about telling his Congregation, they 
muft be Re-baptized, or they muft nothopefor Sal- 
vation. He was amongft the^^M^^/{/&fo long, till 
(notwithftanding he was fo highly cryedup for hid 
powerful teaching,) he had got feven young Sifters 
with Child in lefs than a year, and it was fhrudely 
fufpe6led that he had made four of his Brethren 
Cuckolds. Therefore he was by the voice of the 
whole Congregation excommunicated^ and deliver- 
ed unto Satan. His hand being now in, he was re- 
folved to try all, till he might advance himfelf by 
one. So that he might not be beholding to any. 
In this jun6lure the good old Religion fo long 
raked up in the duft, began to (hew its heavenly 
countenance again, whofe glorious light thefe 
Owls and Batts durft not look upon. 

It is obferved, that it hath been the fa(hion to 
wear yellow Ruffs ; but after one Mrs. Turner^ a 
notorioufly wicked Woman, was hang'd with one 
of them about her neck^ that Mode not only va- 
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nifh^ but became fhamefuUy ridiculous ; So 
this our Hypocrite feeing fo many of his Brethren 
(who had poyfoned more with their Doftrines, 
than Mrs. Turner with her Potions) go to the 
Gallows wearing the Liveries of a Sectarian, 
thought it more eligible to turn Cat in the Pan, 
and become an A la mode Epifcopalian, than let 
the fowl Fiend play the Hobgoblin with him, as 
he had done many, tumbling fuch in the Mire, who 
lately fat in the Saddle, toffing others till their 
necli were broken, and crippling others both in 
their Edates and Opinions. 

Dffwn wit/t all fuch, let them ho longer Jland, 
Ba/e CiterpiW^rs that £on/um'd the LAnd, 
Wlto rent the Com mon-prayer-book andL awn-fleeves, 
A»d made thehoufeoi God 3L den of Theeves. 
Andmay the Sacred Pulpit e'rebefree, 
Fromjuch Quack-falvers in Divinity. 

Every one knowing how great a Changling this 
fellow was in Religion, no body believed a word 
* that he faid ; nor would either truft or imploy 
ccount whatfoever ; fo that he was 
take this courie, or do worfe, by 
re to the number of Barbadoes In- 
ither did he want a Volunteer 
the fame defign, a lufly young 
', a Man both of wit and courage, 
ler Fortunes, and calls himfelf, 
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A Sou/dier of Fortune. 

He was well born, and gentilely educated, who 
lived in a pamper'd condition till the age of feven- 
teen ; at which time his Father dying, the Eftate 
fell to the Elder Brother, who mounting into his 
Fathers (yet warm) feat, could not conceal his 
Turkifh cruel difpofition againft his Brethren ; 
yet though the Law held his hands from cutting 
off their Heads, his auftere countenance, and 
fevere carriage towards them, did notwithftanding 
cut off their hopes from ever expe6ling more 
than barely what their Father left them in Money. 
Two hundred Pounds was this Gentlemans Por- 
tion, who returningit to Z^«^«,foon followed after, 
where equipping himfelf fuitable to the Grandeur 
of the Place, and Gallantry of the Perfons he came 
acquainted with ; he fpent his time in things' fo 
agreeable to his conftitution, that his thoughts 
never climb'd any other Heaven, than this his 
imaginary one, which he wifht might ever con- 
tinue. He fcattered his Money apace, and how 
could he otherwife ; for his Exchange was a Ta- 
vern, his Lodging a Brothel ; his Hide-parky a 
Gaming Ordinary, his Study, a Play-houfe ; his 
Affociates, Bully Ruffins ; his Miftreffes, Courte- 
zana's ; had his conflant attendants. Pimps, Para- 
fites. Spongers, Wheedlers, and fuch like. The 
Devil's in them all, if one was not enough to im- 
poverifli a Mint, or drain a Silver-mine, though it 
reacht to the Centre of the Earth. 

By this you may imagine his two hundred Pounds 
could not laft long ; his Hangers on perceiving his 
Money was at the laft gafp, fell off, being loath 
to fee fo dear a friend depart. He was now left 
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Moneylefs, and Friendlefs, and, what came near- 
eft his heart, he was jeared, and flouted by fuch 
he had formerly liberally expended on. As he 
paft the ftreets, he hath heard his old Comrades 
fay one to the other : There goes fuck a oneyJJiall 
we call him, and drink a Glafs of Wine together? 
No, no, let him go, pox on him : he hath not a Penny 
in his Pocket to blefs himfelfwithall; he had Mo- 
ney once, but like a Fool, he could not keep it ; 
which made him often repeat this true faying of 
the Poet ; 

Non habet infaelix paupertas durius infe 
Quam quod ridicules homines facit 

Were it not for that, Poverty is a property we 
might pride in ; nor would the Philofopher volun- 
tarily have Shipwrakt his Fortunes, but that he 
might purchafe thereby that glorious Motto; 
Omnia mea mecum porto, Dioclefian fo great an 
Emperor, that Lcetus parallels him with Jupiter ; 
nay, he allow'd himfelf to be call'd Lord, and God, 
and would be fued unto, as a God ; but having 
at laft tryed fufficiently the vanity of his own 
vain-glory, he freely without compulfion, laid 
afide his Empire, and returned to a private life ; 
being foUicited afterwards by feveral to refume 
his former Power, and. Glory, he abfolutely re- 
fus'd it, faying, Did you, fee the Herbs fei with my 
own hands in my Garden at Salona, you would 
think me too good a Gardner y to become a miferable 
Emperour. 

There was nothing grated on his Spirit more 
than to be flighted in this his low condition, by 
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fuch as he had fupported from finking into the 
Earth : and that he might not longer be afflifted 
in this manner, he projefted feveral wayes, how 
might imploy himfelf in fomething, that might 
remove him from the fcorn and reproach of the 
world. His credit was quite worn out, owing 
fomething in all the Taverns and Ale-houfes that 
he was acquainted withal, through the whole City, 
and would have ran farther in their Debt, but that 
they not only hindred him from fo doing, but 
likewife threatned him, by taking a courfe for what 
he owed already. This made him remove his 
Quarters to another remote quarter of the City. 
His Cioaths were fo good as that they gained him 
credit for a Months Lodging and Dyet, in which 
time, he wrote feveral Ballads, which he fold in 
the Old Bailey, getting for the worft half a Crowri 
or three Ihillings ; but his Chapmen finding them- 
felves lofers by his works, did fo revile and vilifie 
him the next time they faw him, that he was re- 
folved to write no more, for it feems he had not 
writ Non-fenfe enough to pleafe the Common* 
alty; he had taken too much pains to exprefshis 
wit, and that fpoiled all ; foaring fo high, the 
dim fighted vulgar could not difcem him. 

One day walking abroad Melancholy to thtifik 
his firft defign was fruftrated, he fell accident- 
ally into the company of four or five, fo unfuit- 
ably or antickly habited, that he verily thought 
they could not have cloathed themfelves more out 
of faftiion, than if for fo doing, they had confut- 
ed all the Brokers in Long-laney or Houns-ditch. 
At length by their toning of feveral fcraps of Plays, 
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and the whining out of Lovers parts, he judged 
them to be Players of the worft Edition, and that 
wanting fome to compleat their number, they en- 
deavoured to perfwade him to make one of their 
Stroling Company. 

They needed not many words to perfwade one, 
that knew not what to do with himfelf ; wherefore, 
he readily confented to their propofitions. Viewing 
them well, and their Habits, he abfolutely con- 
cluded, that their Company had been lately bro- 
ken, and that they had fhared houfe-hold-ftuff, 
every one taking what he could lay his hands on 
of the Properties, (though very improper to wear 
publickly) with which, neceflity fince hath forced 
them to cover their own nakednefs. However, he 
was refolv'd to go through, with what he promif- 
ied, and fo calling for what was to pay, being one 
and twenty pence among them all, they made a 
hard Ihift to pay the fliot within three half-pence, 
and fo marcht off. They provided him a lodg- 
ing, where they all lay that night, and the next 
morning, their undertaker came, who fummoning 
them all into a large Room, there appeared 
alfo three or four Women, who with the reft 
rehearfed their parts in Ailaon and Diana, Af- 
ter reherfal the undertaker being informed what 
our Soldier of Fortune was, came and faluted 
him kindly, and welcomed him into their So- 
ciety, and giving him his part to ftudy, carried 
him to the Tavern, with fome of the three-quarter- 
ftiarers, and made him drunk at his initiation. 

Having ftudied Allceon and Diana, Jack Swab- 
der, SimkinintheQuJly Miles the Miller ^ Simpleton 
the Smithy with divers other drolling farces, a- 
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way they ftroUed into the Countrey, fome in a 
Coach (by reafon of the Properties they carried 
with them,) others on Foot of the meaner fort, 
and fome on Horfeback ; had the moft intelli- 
gent met them, it would have puzzled him to 
have told what they were. The firft thing they 
did when they came to a Town, was to acquaint 
the Mayor thereof with their intent, producing 
their Patent which authorized them. Having the 
grant of the Mayor, moft commonly they were 
permitted the Town-Hall to play in. At firft, 
commonly they had ufually fuch great audiences, 
and got fo much Money, that it undid them, for 
it made them infolent, idle, carelefs, always 
drunk and continually quarrelling, fo that the 
Town and Countrey growing weary of them, 
their poverty alfo made them weary of the Town. 
The next place they came at, it may be, there 
they would endeavour to regulate thofe difor- 
ders; but no fooner were they flufht, but they 
fell into the like confufed Chaos. There was fel- 
dom a Rehearfal in the morning, in which there 
was not fome fcuffle; fometimes altogether by 
the ears, all engaged in a Quarrel, but none 
knowing the caufe of it. Their differences moft 
commonly did arife from ones exalting his own 
worth, by the undervaluing anothers, faying that 
fuch a one had a greater (hare than he, though 
he deferved more ; that fuch a fellow had a 
noble part, when he had that of a Servant, 
whereas he better merited to be a Prince, than 
the other a Foot-Boy; Damn me, faid another, 
that Fellow that fpeaks now hath no Soul; a 
Parrot would be taught to fpeak better, and un- 
derftand more than he ; a Baboon treads a Stage 
a thoufand degrees beyond him ; See but yonder 
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Horfe-fac'd Lover, is he fit to aft that part with 
that hunting face of his ? it is enough without 
the help of a Vizard to fright his Miftrefs into 
Convulfion fits, or make a young Woman mif- 
carry, that hath not half gone her time. If re- 
viling one another would not put them together 
by the ears, there was another expedient would 
infallibly do it. There was one well ftricken 
in years, yet far more amorous or falacious than 
the younger, and when fhe found not her accuf- 
tomed pleafures, (he judg'd that one of thofe 
three, had ftoU them from her ; when jealoufie 
had poffeft her of that Opinion, fhe neVe capi- 
tulated with them otherwife, than with her 
hands, which Qie ufed fo nimbly together with 
the nails, that had not black Patches been in 
Fafhion, I know not how without fhame they 
could have played. The Men on the other fide, 
being known Rivals to one another, could not 
forbear (hewing their animofities, (as their parts 
permitted them) one being run into the hand, 
another through the Arm, making a real Tra- 
gedy of what was but pretended. Their Stock 
of Clothes was very fmall fo that a Parfon was 
forc'd to Aft in a Loyars Gown, inftead of one 
that was Canonical ; a Bi(hop, with a Shepherds 
Crook, inftead of a Crozier, and a Cu(hion fo 
dented, that the Comers might be more perfpi- 
cuous, inftead of a Miter ; they wanted a Target, 
and knew not what to do, at laft, the invention of 
one of the wittieft, helpt them to a large Wooden 
Tray, and nailing a piece of Tape to the fides 
within, ferved rarely well. The Aftors were few, 
wherefore fome Afted three or four parts, nay 
one Afted two parts at oiice upon the Stage, the 
King, and the Nobleman ; when as a Nobleman 
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in a long mourning Cloak, (for they could get 
nothing elfe, that could nearer reprefent him by) 
he fpake to an Indian Gown that lay in a Chair, 
with a Paft-board Crown that lay upon it, all be- 
dawbed with yellow, (and I know not what Co- 
lours) by a Countrey Sign-Painter, to make it 
look like. Having ended his Speech, he threw 
off the long Cloak, and putting on the Crown 
and Gown, he then as a King returned an anfwer 
to the Cloak, I mean the Nobleman, making a 
many changes, till the conference was over. The 
Nobleman /. e, the Cloak, being taken off the 
Stage, that is, having made his exit^ it was the 
Kings Cue to feat himfelf a while, to give audi- 
ence to a perfon, that had great concerns with 
his Majefty, whole Speech being long and his 
memory treacherous, he had not gone a quarter 
through his Speech, but that he was irrecover- 
ably out, pad all prompting; the King not know- 
ing how to help, and the audience eagerly ex- 
pefling his going on, at laft it came into his head, 
ingenuoufly to tell him that he had heard enough, 
he would hear the reft within, by which means 
the Play went on. 

One Market-day, (which was the chief time 
they pitcht on) they Afted a Play, (by the invi- 
tation of fome Gentlemen in a Tavern,) in which 
there were two which fought on the ftage, which 
were fuppofed Clowns, and were to bafte one 
another to fome purppfe. A Countrey Gentle- 
man being there prefent, and having never feen 
a play, but this Afted once before, and feeing 
them fight again in the fame manner, as they had 
done before, fteps haftily down ftairs, and bring- 
ing up a Bottle of Wine in his hand, interpofes 
between them ; telling them they fhould not thus 
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bear a grudge one to the other, but that they 
fliould be friends; and to that end he had brought 
a Bottle of Wine, that they fhould fhake hands, 
and drink to each other, and would not ftir, off 
the place, till he had feen them fo do, and go 
too, off a feveral way. That Scene was fpoyled, 
however they played on, and coming to the third 
Scene in the fourth A6t, thefe Fellows were to 
enter again ; the Gentleman feeing them toge- 
ther, and facing each other, ran from his feat to 
them again ; fwearing that he that gave the firfl 
blow, fliould beat him too ; WJiaty faid he, cannot 
we be quiet here^ but you two Logger- fteads fnuji 
fpoil the Play? This put the whole audience 
into fuch laughter and confufion, that the Play 
was forced to be deferred till another days aftion. 
They fl:aid not long in a place, the People be- 
ing tired with fuch coftly novelties as they call'd 
them, which made them ramble every where. 
Coming to York^ they had the fame fuccefs at 
firft, as they found elfe where, but had like to 
have been feared out of their wits. For one day 
afting a Play, wherein the King of Scots was to 
be murdered barbaroufly by his Subjefts, and 
having intimation of the fuddain coming of the 
AffaiTmates, condoled his own unhappy Fate, and 
condemns the treachery of his Subjefts proceed- 
ings ; is there no hope of Life, is there never a 
true Scot, that now dares fland by me ? A Scot 
there prefent, feeing the murderers come in 
with their drawn Swords, cryed out, there is 
one left Jlill^ my neen fel^ yar een Country-man, 
Let the Deel fill my wem with fmaw fleans^ if 
I tnake not t/ie Loons eat my Sward as fmaw 
as 3a'Unies durch. And thereupon drew his 
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broad Sword, and at them he came as defperately 
refolved, as if they had been real enemies ; and 
notwithftanding the King intreated him to be 
patient, he grew more furious, and would have 
profecuted them to death, had not his fuppofed 
Majefty held him in his arms, till they had made 
their efcape. Not long after this they were in- 
vited to aft at a Gentlemans houfe in the Coun- 
trey, where they a6led their parts fo badly, by 
ftealing feveral pieces of Plate, that fome of them 
had like to have a6led their laft ; Our Soldier of 
Fortune fearing by their ends, he might come to 
his laft, fled away privately to London ; where he 
betook himfelf to his Pen again, altering the 
Scene of his former defign. Obferving what large 
encouragement fome received from their Dedica- 
tions, he refolved to make tryal of fcribling too : 
the firft that he wrote was indifferently well 
accepted of, it being an Hodge podge of Tranfla- 
tion, Tranfcription, Collection, and his own Com- 
pofition ; he Dedicating it to a Perfon of Quality, 
was largely rewarded ; had he ftuck here he had 
done well, but being infe6led with the bafe in- 
gratitude of Mercenary Scriblers, he prefented 
his Book to at leaft twenty more, with the fame 
Dedication, the name onely altered, which brought 
him into fo great dif-efteem amongft fuch as would 
have been his conftant Benefaftors, that ever 
after they would never accept of his Prefentations. 
And now poor Gentleman, not knowing what 
to do, walking melancholy in the New Exchange^ 
he took fpecial notice of a young Trader, who 
eyed him as much, as he her (for he was a hand- 
ibm proper young man, and had cloaths on 
his back, a Gentleman needed not to be afhamed 
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to wear,) they gazed at each other a pretty while 
at a diftance, but Love quickly brought them 
nearer together. For having money in his Pocket, 
he approacht the Shop with a Pretence to buy 
fome Linnen, where having feen fome of feveral 
forts, he bought fome, the better to engage her 
in a difcourfe. He askt her whether (he was 
fingle, and whether that was her Shop? fhe 
anfwered, fhe was married, and therefore had 
nothing (he could call her own. How Madani^ 
(faid he) / cannot doubt but that you have many 
Virtues^ which you may jujlly call your own ; yoti 
have Beauty too, and admirable outward parts, I 
thank your good opinion, Sir, (faid fhe) but I 
look upon her as unworthy to deferve the name 
of an owner, that either cannot, or durft not give 
what is in her pofTefTion ; though you cannot give ^ 
Madamy yet you may fo difpofe of that beautious 
mirrour of your SeXy your Face, or what elfe you 
have, as that the frequent loan tfiereof may be 
efleemed equal to the gift She was quick of ap- 
prehenfion, and underftood his drift, and though 
fhe anfwered him not, yet her fmiles fhewed a 
fufficient fatisfaftion to his amorous difcourfe, 
and her blufhes bid him do if he durfl. To be 
fhort, he won her fo abfolutely to himfelf, in a 
little time, that fhe had nothing in her Power, 
which fhe did not freely give him, till her Hus- 
band had almoft nothing left, and fufpefting the 
infidelity of his Wife, watcht her fo narrowly, 
that her Enamorato enjoyed her rarely, and fel- 
domer had his wants fupplyed. 

Now was he forced to look out again, but it 
was not long before he was informed of a Maid 
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that was very well to pafs in the world, fomewhat 
ancient, and had fhe not had fome few natural 
deformities, (he had never lived a Maid fo long, 
for (he was long-nos'd, thin lipt, beetle-browed, 
fhort neckt, bunch-backt, and hopper-arft. This 
difmaid not him, knowing fhe had Mony to make 
all good ; and fo with a little Court-fliip ; (fhe 
being already ravifht to think, (her hopes of mar- 
rying having long fmce taken leave of her,) Ihe 
Ihould be joyned to a young man, and a hand- 
fome man to ;) I fay the Marriage was quickly 
hudled up : I did not hear they had many quar- 
rels the firft week ; but not many weeks paft 
over their heads, before his extravagancy, and 
her covetoufnefs, could not agree. Befides, flie 
grew intolerable. jealous, (as mod do who are 
confcious of their own imperfeflions,) and (hewed 
fo many of her damned qualities, that he lived a 
hellilh life with her ; had he not been a fool, he 
might have known before what (he was. 

She had better been quiet, for the mdre un- 
quietly he lived at home, the more jocundly he 
fpent abroad ; till in fine he fpent all, fo that he 
refolved to leave her, and return to his former 
Miftrefs, who is now aboard, I mean 

The New-Exchange-Girl, 

She was bom in Lancajhirey and coming up to 
London with the Carrier to get a Service, it was 
ten to one (he had not been pickt up by fome 
Bawd, they continually laying wait at all the 
Inns in the Town, for the coming up of handfome 

N 
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Girles. It was the hap of a Semftrefs in the 
New-Exchange to meet with her : and feeing her 
to have a well featured, and well coloured Coun- 
tenance, took fo great a liking to her, that fhe 
took her home with her. She knew well enough 
what fhe did, being not ignorant, that a hand- 
fome young Girl in a Shop, will attra£l as many 
Beauty hunters to her fhop, as fweet things will 
draw Flies to a Confeftioners Stall. She had 
not lived long with her Miftrefs, but as fhe was 
envyed by her Neighbouring Apprentices, fo fhe 
was admired and courted by many of the Gallants 
of that end of the Town. Her Miflrefs, who found 
the fweetnefs of the incomes erf her new-come Ser- 
vant gave her much more liberty, and countenance, 
than fhe had done any before, cloathing her in 
as good a habit, as might become fuch an excel- 
lent Face, and the Elleem that Gentlemen of 
Quality had for it. 

She had by this time purged her felf of the 
barbarifms and impurities of the Englifh tongue, 
by the daily converfe fhe had with the Ladies, 
and Gallants of the Court, and had learnt 
decorums in Carriage, as well as elegancies in 
Language. Her Miflrefs was much too blame in 
fuffering her to wait upon Gentlemen at their 
Chambers, with Shirts, Sleeves, Cravats, &c, 
though it is cuftomary, yet dangerous to thofe 
that would preferve their Honour. By which 
means fhe had fo many temptations offered to 
her, that the like would have taken in the Maiden 
Fortrefsoi^iVeJlalVotare/s, They courted her with 
thofe Golden-Showersy which infallibly conquer^ 
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(having Jove for their Prefident) no wonder then 
if (he yielded to her overcomers. 

This ftill brought in more Grifts to her Mif- 
treffes*s Mill who gave her good Council to have 
a care of the Temptations of the Flefti ; but fhe 
could difcern by her Eyes her advice came too 
late : and knowing that Trade would not laft 
long, gave her in a manner her own freedom, ask- 
ing her leave, when Ihe went abroad ; but yet 
her Miftrefs was not fuch a Fool, but (he knew 
well enough to whpm (he granted liberty to go 
abroad with her Servant ; good Cuftomers you 
may be fure. There was not a day hardly paft, 
but (he was Coacht ; but at length fhe hackneyed 
it fo long, that (he got an ambling Nagg. Being 
recovered, (he fcorn'd to be difmaid for one hard 
bargain, but ventured at it again, and again ; and 
now fhe was grown to that pafs, (he cared not, but 
cryed, Clap that Clap catty bearing in among them, 
firing Gun for Gun. 

Her Miflrefshavingreapt theutmoflof her Har- 
vefl, advifed her to keep in till (he was well, and 
being fo, make the befl and quickefl advantage 
(he might of getting a Husband, for (he told her, 
that (he mufl flay with her no longer, fhe being 
fo great a fcandal to her Profeffion. My young 
Gentlewoman was over-ruled, courted, and a little 
after married, about two years before our Soul- 
dier of Fortune came acquainted with her, he 
now re-inforces his fuit, and tells her withal, if 
(he will be ruled by him, they (hould both march 
off together, it was agreed on, that (he (hould ob- 
ferve her opportunity, and take what Money and 

N 2 
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Goods of her Husbands fhe could, and come to 
him ; which accordingly (he did : and now being 
both glad, that the one fliould be freed from a 
crofs grain'd impotent Husband : and the other 
from a jealous deformed, ill conditioned Wife, they 
both went to the Weft of England, not intend- 
ing then to leave the Kingdom ; but finding a 
Ship ready to Sail for Barbadoes ; and judgfing 
themfelves not fecure, till they got thither, or to 
fome other forreign Plantation, they refolved to 
go, carrying Money enough to pay their pafTage, 
and Goods to live afhore on. 

But let me not forget my promife, but give you 
an account of the reft in order ; the next are, 

Two Button-makers. 

They are hardly worth taking notice of, and 
therefore I fhall not much trouble my felf about 
them. They were brought up in London^ and 
therefore they were capable of driving a Trade 
in the Countrey : and indeed they were forced to 
make that their refuge or Sanftuary. For in the 
place aforefaid, they were known to be fuch no- 
torious Night-walkers, and Pick Pockets (for 
which they had been fo often in thofe two famous 
Univerfities, Newgate and Bridewell^ that they 
refolved to go elfewhere : making choice of Ex^ 
cejier^ a place fo remote from their former habita- 
tion and acquaintance, that they affured them- 
felves of a new credit, amongii a People fo 
altogether unknown to them. 

There they took a Chamber, (lying together) 
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and went for two Sifters ; the noife of two Lon- 
don Button-makers coming down to inhabit in 
that City, quickly reacht the ears of the Shop- 
keepers therein, and that word, London carried 
fo great a fway, and efteem with it, that they 
were prefently imployed, and had much work a 
days. A young Mercer, newly fet up, fell in love 
with one of them, and profecuted his Suit fo 
clofely, that though with much difficulty ((he 
giving him many repulfes to make him the more 
eager in the purfuit), yet he at length obtained his 
defires, and fo fond he was of his enjoyments, 
that his bufmefs muft needs lie at fix and fevens, 
fmce, all the day after, he imployed his time in 
the Company. She like a Cunningham, at laft 
fearing the Proverb will prove true, {Hot love 
grows foon cold^ (he pretended herfelf with Child, 
which in two Months time grew fo monftroufly 
faft, that he muft believe what his eyes faw fo 
apparently. His Breech made Buttons too now, 
and not knowing how to fave his Reputation, he 
confulted his beft wits again, and again ; at length 
found this the only expedient to preferve his en- 
dangered credit, that is, to give her a good fum of 
Mony, withwhichhe mightperfwade herto remove 
into the Countrey. He propounded this to her, (and 
although (be w^s ready to leap out of her skin to fee 
her Defign take fo good effeft,) yet (he would give 
no hearing to it, but falling on herknees,beg*dthat 
he would fave hers, and his own Reputation, by 
making her an honeft Woman, that is, marrying 
her: if he would not condefcend to that, (he would 
admit of no other terms, but what fudden death 
ihould make her the overture of. 
Somedayshefpentinperfwadingher ; gettingher 



1 82 TheEngliJh Rogue: Or, Part 4. 

good will ; he gave her a fum of Money to accom- 
modate her lying Inn, in the Country ; giving a 
good part to her Comrade, and ordering her to 
ftay till her return, which (hould be fpeedy ; fhe 
took leave of her Lover, as if (he had been doing 
the like to her Soul going a Voyage to the other 
world. But Ihe was no fooner out of fight, but 
fhe re-affumed her former jolly temper ; coming 
to an Inn (where (he was to lie that night) ^^ 
there mi/catried of a Cufhon, To carry on her 
projeft with the leaflr fufpition, the next day (he 
went for ^^y?^/, where (laying four or five days to 
recreate her felf, and fee the curiofities of that City, 
(he removed to another, from thence to a third, 
fourth, and fifth, only to prolong time, that (he 
might not be fufpefled on her return. Six weeks 
being expired, (he (hap*t her courfe homewards, 
where being arrived, (he found her Comrade had 
not been idle, but had imployed thofe hands fhe 
fate on to a very good advantage. 

Her Lover hearing of her return played leaft in 
fight; and although he heard that (he had caft her 
Colt, yet would not come nigh her, for fear of pay- 
ing as dearly for his pleafures, as he had done be- 
fore ; and fo refolved to acquit her for ever. Yethis 
forfakingher did not hinder other Vifitants. Tocon- 
clude, they had cheated fo many with the pretence 
of being with Child, that the younger-Fry were 
afraid to come near them, being lookt upcxi by 
the Town, no other than a Couple of fubtle Tra- 
pans. Their Trade thus miferably deca3ring,they 
refolved to try what efre6b Night-walking would 
produce. So ftroling about one evening, with their 
white Aprons fpread as a Flagg of Truce, they 
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walkt a long time before they could meet with 
any fit for the purpofe; in (hort, when it was grown 
late, they met with a Gentleman coming out of a 
Tavern, more than half drunk, whom theypickt up, 
the bargain was quickly ftruck, and into an Entry 
they went, one of the Sifters ftanding at door as 
a Centinal; at length (quoth fhe within) Good Sir ^ 
let me go^ the Watch is coming ; which he hearing, 
ftept nimbly into the ftreet,becaufe he would not 
be found with Females in fo fufpefted a place ; 
cafting his head about, he perceiving his two 
Wenches make more than ordinary hafte, he pre- 
fently fufpefted that they had fhew'd his Pockets 
foul Play ; wherefore putting his Hands therein, 
found his Watch miffing, he ftraightways ran af- 
ter them, and juft overtook them as he met with 
the Watch, by whom they were fecured, and be- 
ing fearcht, the Watch was found ; the next day 
they were carried before a Juftice, who upon Ex- 
amination, finding them guilty, committed them 
to Gaol. At the Sizes, fuch a general complaint 
(befides this theft) came in againft them by the 
fober Citizens, for debauching and ruinating their 
Servants, that they were both fentenced to be 
tranfported. The fame Sizes was doom'd an- 
other after the fame manner, and for the fame 
praftice, whom whofoever marries, hath got a wife 
with a treble Trade, a Whore, a Thief, and a 
Stockin-mender ; but fearing left if I handle her, I 
fliall offend your Nofes, I fhall pafs her by, and 
prefent your Noftrils with the perfume of 
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An Oran^- Wench. 

FAir Oranges, Fine Lemmons, a cunning 
Slut, who by a fifteen years praflice, had got 
hertradetoherfingersend! She ufed that cry in the 
ftreets of London at firfl, to get her a livelihood ; 
but her Face had fo cryed her up, that her Gal- 
lants would have decryed her Trade, as too mean 
a thing for her to follow ; but fhe would not be 
perfwaded to it, fearing fbe Ihould be abridged of 
her Liberty. For whilft (he had the liberty of 
rovii^ every where, ftie had the priviledge and 
freedom to go boldly into a Tavern, where (he 
not only fold her Ware, but had the convenience 
to truck for a Commodity of another fort. She 
was witty, and very well fumi(ht with a drolling 
Common-Place- Book, out of which fhe could fuit 
any merry difcourfe whatfoever. By which means 
her company was fo generally coveted, that (he 
could not pals the (Greets, but that fome or other 
out of a Tavern- Window would call her up, who 
would empty her Basket, fill her sldn with Wine, 
only that they might make fome fport with her. 
A wealthy old Widower, an Ale-houfe-keeper, 
knowing how generally Ihe was belov'd, cared 
not much to be made a Cuckold, fo that he could 
but increafe his Trade, which he knew he Ihould 
do, if he married her, which he did by a very 
expenfive Courtllip, Ihe not caring if he had fpent 
every groat. 

She lived with him fome years, in which time 
world of Money, the houfe being 
ore, but lince her coming thither, 
T her fake. The old fooU (having 
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gotten enough) began now to dote on her, and grew 
fo jealous, that he could not abide to fee her in any 
company that was younger than himfelf, which 
Ihe not enduring, made up a good Purfe of Mo- 
ney, and went into Yorkjhirey where attiring her 
felf like Widow, every one believed that fhe wasfo, 
and behaved her felf fo generoufly in all her de- 
portments, that fhe foon had Suiters of good qua- 
lity fwarming about her. She was fo crafty, that 
fhe never countenanced thofe, who had ever made 
the leafl fcruple by enquiring what fhewas, whence 
fhe came, what fhe had, &c. but fcoming fuch en- 
quiries, would fometimes frankly fay, when many 
of them were together ; Gentlemen^ I wonder you 
fkould bufie your /elves about me, I trouble you noty 
therefore trouble not me; I intend to borrow no 
Money of you, and leave an Eflate mortgaged for 
the payment \ I have enough^ and will lend you 
fome upon good Security ^ if that you come for. An 
old flale Batchellor (a Semi-Ufurer) hearing this, 
flrikes in with her, tell her he had Money 
enough too, (which fhe had heard before) and that 
if fhe pleafed to make a fcrutiny into the truth 
thereof, fhe might ; however he would not quef- 
tion her Eflate, but be very well contented, if 
fhe had no more than what was on her back ; 
fhe defired fome time to confider on fo weighty 
a matter as Marriage was ; not confidering before 
what it meant, however fhe was alotted a very 
good Husband, and fhould fhe now marry a 
worfe, it would be her hearts-breaking. He pro- 
mifed her every thing fo fair, that it cleared up 
all her doubts, and fo they joyned together in a 
Matrimonial lye. 
The Husband fhe left in London^ was not only 
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Horn-mad, but ftark-mad for the lofs of his 
Wife, and fo diligent he was in the fearch of her, 
that like Scoggin, looking for a Hare in the 
Roof of a Houfe leaded, fo he fought her not 
only in places probable, but as unlikely to find 
her. His enquiry was fo indefatigable, that 
at length he heard that fhe was in York/hire^ and 
was informed of the place wherein fhe was. 
Over joy'd at the news, he immediately takes 
horfe, and rides away towards her, refolving 
to forgive her whatever fhe had done, if fhe 
would return with him, not knowing fhe was 
married. 

The old man came jufltoTown as it was her hap 
to look out at the window; fhe knew him flreight, 
and was ready to drop down dead, to think what 
would be become of her ; but a Womans wit, 
which is alwayes befl at a pufh, prompted her 
to call haflily for her Husband, who running to 
her ; What is the mattery faid he } O Htisiandy 
faid fhe, Do you fee yonder Man on Horfe-back ? 
YeSy yeSy he replyed ; then pray thee Sweet-heart 
run quickly and dog him where he Inns; and having 
fo doney return with all thefpeed you can pofjibly : 
never did Foot-boy difpatch a Ladies errand 
fpeedier than he ; and being returned ; Now my 
deary faid fhe, / will tell thee how happily things 
fallout ; as I was looking out of that window y I 
faw that man you dogged, I have notfeen him thefe 
five years before>^ he was indebted to my hus- 
band in the fum of 300 1. the Money hath been 
due long Jince, and not yet paidy it is thine 
noWy go inflantly and arrefl him at thine own 
Suity I will prove the Debty his name is 
This obedient Coxcomb performed what his Wife 
defiredhim todo : This Brother Starlingofhisbeing 
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not acquainted in the place, and not being able 
to produce Bail, was conftrained to go to Prifon, 
where we leave him, vowing and protefting he 
neither knew the Man, nor ever owed in all his 
life half the fum. In the mean time our Orange- 
'woman had perfwaded her Husband to give her 
leave to go to London with all fpeed and fetch 
the Bond ftie had left in a friends hand, and if 
need required, bring the Witnefs down ; there is 
no fear Husband, faid fhe, of the Money , for his 
Eflate confifis folely in that, imploying it in buying 
Cattle in Ireland, and tranfporting them into Eng- 
land ; / have laid wait for him many and many a 
time, but never could meet withfo happy an oppor^ 
tunity. 

Her Husband poor credulous Gentleman, be- 
lieved every word fhe faid, and confented to her 
motion, with much alacrity. The next day the 
Stage Coach was to fet forth, fo he went ftreight 
and befpake a place, whilft fhe had fixt every 
thing for her next dayes journey. That night, 
when her Husband was fafl afleep, fhe took the 
Key of his Clofet out of his Pocket, and opening 
it, fhe unlockt a Cabinet, and took thence a hun- 
dred pieces of old Gold, which had lain there 
many a year undiflurbed. In the morning by 
time, after a great deal of feeming forrow that 
fhe fhould be thus neceffitated to be abfent from 
her dearly beloved Husband, fhe entred the 
Coach, and was quickly out of fight. At the firfl 
Baiting-flage the Coach came at, fhe altered her 
refolution of going iox London, telling the Coach- 
man, fhe had extraordinary bufinefs fome fifteen 
miles out of the way, and that, if he would drive 
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the Coach that way, (he would reward him ; he 
told her it was impoffible to be done, (which (he 
knew as well as himfelf),^i/if Madam^ fafd \i^^you 
have paid the Coach^ and you may do asyouplea/e. 

She hired a Horfe prefently, and a Man to ride 
before her, and having rid till it was almofl: dark, 
(he caufed her Man to make what hafle he could 
to the next Inn, pretending (he was miftaken in 
the length of the way. The next morning calling 
for a Quart of MulFd Sack, (he drank to her Man, 
making him very merry, and then told him, (he 
was refolved to go for Chejier, having bufmefs of 
greater moment to difpatch there firft ; fo giving 
him a Crown for his own pains, & half a Crown, 
a day, for fo long as they (hould be out, the Fel- 
low was very glad of^ knowing his Mafter would 
be pleafed with him for fo doing. Coming there, 
£he difmUTed the Fellow, and hearing there were 
Ships ready to Sail, the next day (he went to 
HoLyrhead, and there imbarqu'd for Dublin. 
. How her two Husbands in her abfence agjreed 
I know not ; but (he no fooner thought her felf 
fecure in this ftrange Country, but flie appear'd 
as fplendid in Apparel, as the greateft Court- 
gallant of them all, and with a new Surname 
Coacht it with the beft of them, and marryed 
again, (a thing too often praflifed there) and 
lived fo long there, till (be had fpent what her 
Husband had gotten in many years labour ; and 
now when all was gone in a manner, (he falls 
into the acquaintance of a young huffing Blade, 
who not daring to (lay longer in Ireland^ (by rea- 
fon of the many Debts he owed there) peifwaded 
her to go for Briftol with him, where (he (hould 
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have what her heart could defire. Having a 
greater love for his Perfon than ftie had a belief 
to what he promifed, ftie yielded ; and without 
trifling awav time, put their purpofe into prefent 
praftice. Being at Sea, they had like to have 
fplit upon the Bifhop and his twelve Clerks, 
(Rocks fo called lying to the Southward of Wales) 
had fhe been there loft, any one that knew her 
life and converfation, might have lookt on it as a 
juft Judgement, having abufed and violated thofe 
facred Laws tihe Church hath injoyned her to 
obferve by her moft deteftable Polygamy. How- 
ever, they were hindred from putting into the 
Port they were bound to, and inftead thereof, 
arrived at Barnjiable ; where in a little time after 
their arrival, he growing weary of her, took every 
Penny flie had, not leaving her wherewithal to 
difcharge her Quarters. She was rightly ferved, 
and may all fuch meet with punifhments fuitable 
to their notorious praftifes. The fear of her Hus- 
band knowing where fhe was, and the fulnefs of 
her own temper together, (feeing fhe fhould be 
thus outwitted) made her thus refolve the tryal 
of retrieving her misfortune in a foreign adven- 
ture. Almoft on the fame Bafis or Ground-work 
was founded the defperate refolution of our two 
Crack't Maiden-Servants. For the one was toUe- 
rably handfome, and thought her felf meat good 
enough for her Mafter, or his Son ; The latter of 
which fhe liked beft, but he fitted her not to her 
liking ; for having gotten her Maiden-head, (by 
promifmg her Marriage) and with Child to boot, 
marryed another ; She being foolifh, and having 
no Friends to advife her how to compenfate her 
lofs by fuing him, fhe only took pet, put finger 
in eye, and vow'd fhe would never fee him ; a 
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flirewd threat for one that was glad to be rid of 
her. Her Companion with her knowing her refo- 
lution, having (laid to the age of near forty, and 
not one fo much as proffering to kifs her, (for in- 
deed had you feen her when fhe had dreft her 
felf with all the advantages herutmoflArt could 
ufe, you muft have turned your head afide,) I fay 
having lived thus long a Maid, (I dare fwear for 
her) and never expefting to have to dp with any 
Chriftian, (he had fome hopes that fhe might be 
a fubje£l fit enough for fome barbarous Black 
Diabolical Infidel, to get Cannibals upon. 

And now having given you an account of what 
Cattle we had aboard, except only what I have 
purpofely left to bring up the Reer, and they 
are four 

Common ProJHtutes. 

Not to defcribe them particularly, but all of 
their Funftion in general; They are things of 
prodigious flrength, which is fufficiently mani- 
fefled in the ruin of the flrongefl Man, and back- 
fliding of the wifefl Man. I hardly know, or 
have heard of any whom they have not flagger'd, 
excepting Job^ who firmly flood maugre the 
Devil, and his Wife. 

In the faces of the common Traders by diligent 
fearch, you may find fome Raggs of over-worn 
Beauty, like old Clothes in Brokers windows^ 
to make you believe that there are better 
wares within ; yet he that trades with 
them, is like to have a bad bargain, for (he 
can fell him nothing but the Pox, or Repentance. 
As for their upper parts, they are the Shops of 
Cupidy and their lower parts are his Warehoufe. 
length of time makes them turn Bank-rupts^ 
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fpoiling their Game by wrinckling their faces, 
which paint muft reftify, but fo hardly, that with 
all their black Spots and Patches they look but 
like a nifty Gamon of Bacon ftuck with Cloves, 
fcarce fo beautiful, but not half fo favoury ; com- 
ing to this Age, fhe is like a rotten ftick, only fit 
to kindle green ones. In ftiort, they are a loath- 
fome ftinking Carreon, too unclean to enter into 
Heaven, too difeafed to continue longer on Earth; 
the fhame and ftain of her Sex, the fcorn of wife- 
men, and utter mine of fools. Thefe two Brafe 
of Whores were taken up at Excejler upon the 
like account as the former Females were, for 
Whoring, Filching, and debauching, and fo fuf- 
fered the fame doom with the reft. That famous 
City fince it had a name, had never been fo pef- 
ter'd before with fuch a brood of Cockatrices. It 
is true, your London Doxies will go down into 
the Countrey fometimes for their paftime, with 
their Cullyes, but when ere they come, it is but . 
a touch and away, but thefe deluding and def- 
troying Syrens, ftaid fo long, till they were ready 
to fpawn, and had not their own too publick Ro- 
guery detefted them, they in a little time longer 
might have infefted half the Countrey. 

Our Mafter having intelligence of this brave 
booty, rode to Exeter, where agreeing for this 
parcel of Cattle, he took them all down with him 
to Bamjlable, fhipping them immediatly upon his 
arrival ; not long after my Rogueftiip (being nipt 
in the Bud of my Roguifli defigns, my forwards 
prancks fliewing what a dangerous fellow I 
might prove if I were let alone to grow up in 
them,) was committed to the cuftody of the Mafter 
of the Ship, to carry me with the reft tofome re- 
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mote place far enough diftant from England^ 
that it might not be difturbed with the noife 
of our lewd and vitious Praftifes. I had not 
been many hours among them, before I began 
to take fpecial notice of my new Comrades, and 
not many dayes e're I drew fuch remarkable ob- 
fervations from them all, as to give you this ac- 
count of them, the major part whereof is the ex- 
tra£l of their own confeffions ; and now I (hall 
proceed as to our Voyage. 



i 



CHAP. XII. 

He is made a CaMin-Boy, and Jhews what is the 
duty thereof ; A pleaf ant drunken encounter be- 
tween Him/elf Jittle Mifs^and two other fuppofed 
Rivals ; his Crime^ and Punijhment He re- 
turns for England, and coming to Graves end, 
he difcovers a notable trick of a yufUceindifcover- 
ing one that ufually flole his Wood; Alfo^ an 
incomparable Adventure of a young Woman, 
andhimjelfin one Hammock together. 

NEver had villanous Exiles fuch a fair PaiTage 
as we had, and to fpeak the truth, though 
nothing could have daunted me, yet the calnmefs 
of the Sea, and the cleamefs of the weather, did 
very much encourage me to be a Sea-man. My 
Mailer was a very facetious merry man, and one 
of no mean underftanding, who feeing the free- 
nefs of my jocular humour, did not hinder the 
care of his bufmefs, he acknowledged to have a 
benefit in me, which few others received from 
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their Servants, not only injoying my labour and 
pains taking, but receiving a divertifement 
in the execution thereof. I waited on my Mailer 
diligently, fwabb'd his Cabbin daily, made his 
Bed,cleanfedthe Houfe of Office often, and who fo 
ready as I to fetch the Vi£luals abaft, and 
above all things minded my Mailers ringing the 
Bell, a3 it was my duty, fo it was my difcretion 
and prudence ; for had I at any tinie been play- 
ing the Rogue out of hearing the Bell, if it rang 
in that interval, I was affuredly drubb'd ; for 
faults of a higher nature, I was laid over a Gun 
and lalht, or tyed by the Thymbs, and whipt with 
a Cat of Nine Tails, 

My lodging was in the Steerage near the Bulk-! 
head, that I might be ready and within hearing : 
And though I was fo very a Rogue alh6rq, yet I 
was a man of credit aboard, for my Mailer truf- 
ted me with all the choice comforts which con- 
cerned his Life, committing to my charge his 
Wines, both Spanijh and French, with Brandy, 
and feveral cordial Waters, Sugar, all forts of 
Spices; Tobacco, and what not, expedient for 
long Voyage. Such regard he had of me, that 
he taught me to Write, and Cypher, which for fo 
Ihort a time I underllood fo well, as I became 
the wonder of every one in the Ship ; feeing me 
fo forward, he did put me on the copying of hia 
Journals, taught me how to take off the Log, to 
take the height of the Sun at twelve a Clock, by 
which we know what Latitude we are in ; the 
knowledge of tbefe things I gained not under 
three or four Voyages, but in this firll expedition 
I could run up to the Maintop, and furl a Sail, 
though in a llrefs of Weather. 

I minded fo much my bufinefs, that I feldom 

O 
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vifited any of the Paffengers I formerly defcribed, 
and had almofl forgot my little Mifs^ but per- 
ceiving my Matters former kindnefs to them, was 
converted into harfti and rough ufage, tumbling^ 
them like Dogs into the Hold, when fometimes 
they offered to come upon the Decks to Air 
themfelves, I could not but pity them ; and to 
Buoy up their Spirits, I would frequently give 
them a Dram, to be fure my Mifs had a treble 
portion, and would often fteal her frefli meat, than 
which I know not what is more valuable in a long 
run at Sea. 

I afted not my bufmefs fo clofely^ but that my 
Mafter difcovered the goodnefs of my nature to 
my fellow-travellers; however finding no con- 
fiderable lofs and decay of his Liquors, only 
threatned me for that time what wonderful 
punifliment he would infli£l upon me, if ever he 
catcht me in the like again : I thinking he had 
but jefted, and trufting to my wit for the fecret 
management of the proje6l,and the excufe thereof 
when it was effefted by the inftigation of two 
lufty young fellows, I was induced to fteal from 
my Mafter a Bottle of Sack, and getting into a 
clofe corner with my forementioned Doxy, whom 
I had fmgled out, and thefe two FeUows, we 
nvade a (hift to drink it off; they prompted 
me to fetch another, but I would not 3aeld, 
till I had firft gone aloft, to fee whether the 
Coaft was clear ; finding my Mafter afleep in the 
great Cabbin, I got out a Bottle of French- Wine, 
which we difpatcht as we had done the other; not 
fatisfiedwith this, they perfwaded me byall means 
to fetch another, and with that they would 
be contented ; I would not condefcend in any 
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cafe, till the witch my Wench (that by this time 
was got above half drunk) intreated me with 
pritkee do, what will you deny me ? and then I 
could hold out no longer ; but being by the Li- 
quor in a fit mood to do any Roguery, I pro- 
mifed them to return with fome more with all 
expedition ; now I began to confider that what 
we had drank already, was not fo ftrong as 
Brandy, and therefore lookt on that Liquor moft 
convenient for our drunken purpofe ; I opened a 
Guard de-vines, and taking out almofl a Quart 
Bottle, I made what hafte I could to my feafoned 
Drunkards, who were eagerly gazing for me ; 
but finding them too petulantly familiar with my 
Miflrefs, I had once a mind to have ftaved the 
Bottle, but that I fhould lofe my (hare of the 
Brandy, but diffembling well my pafiion, I drank 
on with them ; but I by reafon of the tendernefs 
of my Age, and my Female friend being not ac- 
cuftomed to drinking, were not able to hold out 
with them : the fumes afcending into my head, I 
thought my felf as good as any man, (judge you 
wheti^er I was not a proper one at fourteen years 
of Age ?) and would not take an affront from any, 
and fo charging them with the abufe they had 
done me in being too fawcy with my concerns, I 
made no more ado, but fell foul with them both, 
my little Virago feeing me engaged, was refolv'd 
not to be idle, but with the Glafs Bottle lays one 
of them over the Cox-comb, which breaking, cutt 
his pate, the fight of his blood made him more 
afraid than hurt, and fearing left he fhould bleed 
himfelf to death, acquits our Company, and ran 
with all fpeed to the Chirurgion, in the mean time 

O 2 
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we made our party good with the other, and fo 
pounded him, that he was glad to fhoot the Pit, 
and leave us fole Conquerors of the Field, having 
now no other enemy in fight to contend with 
us, I took my flout Amazonhy the hand, and led 
her up aloft in triumph, the Sea-men were ready 
to die with laughter to fee how we had malFd 
thofe two Boobies ; but their laughter increaft to 
that excefs, that it wakened my Mafler to fee me 
and my Damfel flrutt and reel to and fro the Decks, 
biddingdefiance to them all,daringthebeflof them 
to touch her upon their perils ; as I was thus Lording 
it, my Mafler made his appearance, who was fo fur- 
prized he knew not what to fay, neither was it to 
any purpofe, for my Damfel was as merry as a Hawk, 
who nothing but fang whilfl I Dan-Drunken Fu- 
riofo was florming like a Raging Turk. 

My Mafler perceiving that nothing would ap- 
peafemy wrath, nor filence the harmonious Tongue 
of my tippled Madam, commanded us both to be 
clapt in the Bilboes^ and there to continue till we 
were a little more fober. We foon talkt ourfelves 
afleep, and fleept as foundly as if we had lain on a 
Feather-bed, awakening, we wondred to fee our 
felves in that condition, and could not imagine 
how we came there, but by fome inchantment ; 
but our admiration and amazement were foon 
converted into fomething of another nature, by 
my Maflers fending for us ; coming before him, 
there did I fee my two Antagonifts, the fight 
whereof immediately informed my memory with 
the precedent days proceedings; my face did 
prefently difcover my guilt 
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Heu qitafn difficile ejl crimen non prodere vultu ? 
Alas how hard it is for any face 
To hide a crime, if it hath any Grace ? 

And had not our countenances betrayed us, 
there were too many apparent evidences for our 
conviflion. Now did I fee my quondam loving 
friend lay afide the pleafantnefs of his former 
looks, and alTume the fevere gravity of a Judges 
afpefl, and having difmift my fighting Madam, 
fentenced me and my two combatants to be that 
inftant conveyed to the Capfton, which was done 
accordingly, and there were we feized, inclofed 
within a Hoop, and a Cat of nine tails delivered 
into each our hands ; and this being done, faid our 
Mafter, Let m,efee how you will fight now ? if you 
do not lajh one another foundly^ I will have thofe 
thatjhall; fo commanding the Capfton Bar to be 
turned round, to work we went ; I laid it on gen- 
tly at firft on him that was before me, but finding 
the fmart of the blows increafe, and the lalhes 
multiply in ftrength as well as quantity, by him 
that was behind me, I fpared my fore-man not a 
jot, but as faft and as fmartly as I could, I jerkt 
him about ; this caufed him to redouble his blows 
on the other, he again on me, and fo we went 
round in that unmerciful manner, that our Mafter 
out of meer pity was forc'd to releafe us. 

The feverity of this punifliment (for none could 
have had the heart to have whipt us as we whipt 
our felves,) cured me of my Drunken fits for that 
whole Voyage, and fo reduced me to order 
and civility, that I was once more received into 
his favour. And now I grew fo cautious in the 
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difpofal of thofe Liquors of Life, that none par- 
ticipated with me in their enjoyments, but my 
Mailer and his friends, who was a fevere check 
over me in what he had committed to my charge. 
Immediately after our arrival at Barbadoes, hav- 
ing complemented the Ifland with the ufual cere- 
mony of firing fome Guns, a fwarm of Boats 
from thence fettled about our Ship, the Plan- 
ters therein boarded us on every fide, as if they 
intended to have made lawful Prize of us. Our 
Commodities between Decks were forthwith 
rubbig'd, (rummig'd I mean) and expofed to the 
view of the Buyer ; they need not queftion the 
goodnefs of the Ware, fince it hath been fuffi- 
ciently tryed, and could not want ^^probaiutn on 
the report of hundreds. Nothing troubled me 
more than to fee my young Female Comrade 
truckt for Tobacco, the exchange of equal le^ 
vity, and as the one is fit only to be burnt, fo 
in time may the other, though fo green one 
would imagine nor capable of entertaining a 
flame. They were all difpofed off in a very 
(hort time, and thofe that defpaired of ever hav- 
ing Husbands in England^ had them here ready 
made to their hands, and they "with others found 
in this remote place a conveniency for raifing a 
new credit and reputation, which they had irre- 
coverably loft elfewhere. 

All the time that we lay here at Anchorl was not 
permitted to go afhore, a thing that griev'd me to 
the heart, efpeciallyhavingnot the benefit of others, 
who had the freedom of going afhore and refrefh 
themfelveswithfrefhProvifions. Our Sea-men that 
were on Ship-board would have the fame coAveni- 
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ences as if they were where properly they might 
be had, but were fo inhumane to me, that I muft 
eat what the Ship afTorded, or fail ; this they did, 
that I might adventure another whipping by Heal- 
ing my Maflers Liquors, knowing how ftrongly I 
longed to tafte of frefh meat: not a bit went down my 
throat but what I purchafed with thehazard afore- 
faid ; but my Mailers carowfmg at the Indian 
Bridge^ I made him forget what was exhauiled 
out of his Cabbin, and fo I came ofTundifcovered. 

Having taken in our Loading proper for our 
Tranfportation, as to Tobacco, Indigo, Cotton, 
and Sugar, (which lail fweetned all the bitter 
Pills of aiHi£lion which I had fwallowed) we fet 
Sail for England^ and with a profperous Gale, 
and good weather, we fafely arrived in the 
Downs, where lying a fmall time, we came away 
to GraveS'Endy and there we ilaid two Tides. 
My Mailer going aihore, I begg'd him that he 
would let me go with him, having not fet foot 
on Land in fo long time ; the confideration 
thereof perfwaded him to grant my requefl ; and 
taking an opportunity to flip from my Mailer, I 
chanc'd to happen into an Houfe, where at that 
little time of my ilaying happen'd a remark^ 
able paifage. There was a Juilice of the Peace 
that lived not far from this Houfe, who had a 
Wood-yard adjoyninghereunto : the near adjacen*- 
CY of this Fewel tempted my Landlord to purloin 
from thence, that he might fave fome expence in 
firing; but he did it fooften, that he caufed the Juf^ 
tice tofufpeft he wasgrofly abufed by fome or other 
thereabout; andthathemightiindout theoifender, 
he ordered his Servants to bore largeholes in fome of 
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the Loggs, and fill them with Gun-powder> 
plugging up the fame holes very clofe again ; 
which was performed according to inftruftion, 
and the defign took its defired effeft ; for our 
Landlord according to his wonted cuflom, came 
into the Yard, and happened to take thofe very 
Loggs, and carried them home to ufe them as 
he had done the reft ; his Pot was over the Fire, 
and a Spit before it, in order to a Supper be- 
fpoke by fome ftrangers. I was fmoaking by the 
fire fide, (that you may know I was not ill bred,) 
and had a Pot of Ale in my hand fitting very 
near the Fire, my Landlord, eagerly bid me re- 
move farther off that he might have room to fup- 
ply his decaying Fire, (it was well for me ;) hav- 
ing laid on thofe Loggs, in a little time after 
came an old Woman (whofe ancient and deform- 
ed withered face had made her a long time fuf- 
pefted for a Witch,) who begged heartily for an 
Alms, but fuch was the cruel hard heartednefs 
of our Landlord, that he not only denyed her, but 
rudely thruft her from the door, the poor helplefs 
Woman durft not openly exclaim, but as (he 
was muttering to her felf her great difcontent^ 
the Fire got to the Powder inclofed in the Wood 
aforefaid, and being fo ftraitly and throughly 
confin'd, burft the Logs like a Granado^ tearing 
the Meat off the Spit, blowing the Pot off the 
Hooks, and brake fome fmall matter of the Brick- 
workof theChimney. My lofsconfifted inthedrop- 
ping of my Pot of Ale with the fuddain aftonifh- 
ment ; but my Landlord look t like a fellow diftra£led 
out of his wits; recolleftinghimfelf.andfeetngwhat 
dammage was done him, concluded this begger- 
woman was the caufe of all this mifchief, believ* 
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ing her now to be what (he had been a long time 
fufpedled for a Witch, and therefore leaves his 
Houfe confufedly, (which gave me an opportu- 
nity to trip off and leave my reckoning unpaid,) 
and getting a Conftable, feiz'd this ignorant piece 
of antiquity, carrying her before the Juftice that 
had loft his Wood from time to time ; My Land- 
lord .hereupon largely acquainted his Worfhip the 
fad hap that had befallen him and the grounds of 
his fufpefting this Woman ; which when the Juf- 
tice had heard to the full, he then underftood 
who was the Wood-ftealer, and fo acquitting the 
old Woman, but committed my Landlord, who 
muft now pay for his Children fitting by other 
Peoples Fires. 

I had not fo much Money but that I was very 
glad to fave myfmall reckoning; returning to my 
Mafter, he was very jolly, refolving tolieafhorethat 
night in Graves-end^ and commanded me to attend 
him ; not a drop of Wine would go down with him 
I obferved without his Land-lady, which was a 
very lovely Woman, had (he not been a little too 
fat : her Husband was the abfolute pifture of a 
Cuckold ; it is ftrange that a man fhould read 
that name fo legibly in any ones face. 

Night coming on, my Mafter feem'd to be 
more drunk than he was, that he might the bet- 
ter excufe his fo foon going to bed, defiring to 
take his repofe, after I had pulled off his Shooes 
and Stockins, and he had all undreft himfelf, be- 
ing between the Sheets, I tuckt in the Bed- 
cloathes about him, and in fo doing took an 
occafion to meet with his Breeches, and diving 
into the Pockets I conveyed away two half 
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Crowns, and fo fhutting the Chamber door, I left 
him. 

Going into the Kitchin, I called for Wine, fome 
upon my Mailers account, the reft upon my own 
charge ; It was my good fortune to be alone with 
the Maid, all the reft of the Family (being late) 
were gone to bed. 

The Maid (like the reft of the worft of Houfe- 
wives, who work in the night and play in the day,) 
was making at that time a Smock for her felf, 
and as I guefs fate up fomewhat the later, becaufe 
(he would completely finilh it ; I had made my 
felf familiar with her, and taking this advantage to 
raife fome petulant difcourfe ; If this your Smock? 
faid I, YeSy Ihe replyed, thenfure, faid l.you are 
very lavifh of your Cloth to make itfo wide; Itvill 
lay you five JhillingSy and yoti Jhall hold flakes^ that 
it will contain us bothy and to /pare : HoWy faid 
ftie, / will lay yon that wager if I never engage 
in another ; but the difficulty lay in this, that (he 
faw there was a neceffity that (he muft uncafe 
as well as oiy felf, and therefore feemed very 
unwilling fo to do ; But that (he muft lofe the 
Crown if (he did not, fo (he confented : having 
the Smock on, I crept into it,and abfolutely cafed 
my Arms in the fame fleeves ; hers were in be- 
fore, my head peeping out at the bofom ; but en- 
deavouring to dis-ingage by the fame means we 
had intangled our felves, we found it impoflfible, 
our Arms being extended like the wings of a 
Spread EaglCy nor could we contraftor draw them 
to our bodies, in this plight we were ina good while, 
not knowing what to refolve on. At length with 
one joint confent we raifed our Arms to the 
Tenter-hooks of the Shelf, (for though I was 
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young, I was tall, and fo was ftie,) and hanging 
the Sleeve thereon, we pulFd, thinking to draw ,it 
off that way ; but ftriving with what ftrength we 
had left, we puU'd the fhelf down, and all the 
Pewter ratling about our ears : This noife awake- 
ned the man of the Houfe, and thinking to jog 
his Wife, found no fuch thing befide him ; diis 
ftartled him more ; however he was refolved to 
fee what it was, and therefore ftruck a light ; but 
recalling himfelf as he was defcending the flairs, 
he returned, thinking it would be fafer (if Theeves 
were below,) to take my Mafler with him, and 
therefore goes to his Chamber door, which he 
found open, and entring the room, found his wife 
in bed with him faft afleep ; whilft he was about 
to waken them, we below were flruggling to get 
loofe, and flumbling upon the fhelf fallen, we fell 
over it upon the Diflies, which made as great a 
noife as the former ; this haftned him to wake 
them, reproving his Wife for her carelefnefs more 
than loofenefs, and telling themtherewere Thieves 
in the Houfe ; my Mafler got up and went down 
with his Landlord to fee what the matter was in 
the Kitchen : They had no fooner entred the door 
but they were flrangely amazed to fee one Body 
with two Heads ; approaching nearer, my Mafler 
knew one Head to be his mans, and the other to 
be his Landlords Maids : with much difficulty 
they they took this Flefti Pudding out of the 
Bagg ; it being midnight we were not examined 
then, but deferred till the next morning : in the 
mean time they confulted together ; and it was 
agreed upon between trie Landlord and his Wife, 
that conditionally my Mafler would forgive me, 
they would their Maid, and never fooliftily pro- 
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claim their (hame to the world which now lay in 
their powers to conceal. This adventure ftaid us 
longer afhore than we intended, but at length get- 
ting aboard, we failed up to Eriff^ where we An- 
chored two or three days for fome private bufi- 
nefs our Mailer had, &c, and from thence we went 
direftly up the River, and came to an Anchor over 
againft Shadwell-Doek, 



CHAP. XIII. 

He buyes a Horfe in Smithfield, he is bafely cheated 
in thegoodnefs by the Horfe-Courfer^ the manner 
how ; he dif cants on his own ill Horfemanjhip as 
he is a Sea-man. He rides to Maiden-head, kis 
Landlady lofeth a Diamond Ring, he invents an 
incomparable exploit to rejlore it her again. 

MY Mafter being an eminent Sea-man, and 
faithful to his truft, had no fooner cleared 
his Ship, but had immediately another Voyage 
offered him to Virginia^ returning home in fafety, 
the next he made was to the Streights ; I was 
there with him feveral times at Legom, twice in 
the Wejl Indies, and twice at the Canaries; by this 
time my Apprentifhip was expired, which I went 
through with fo much fatisfaftion to my Mafter, 
notwithftanding a thoufand Rogueries I commit- 
ted in that time, that in our next Voyage which 
was to Guinny, I was advanced to the dignity of 
a Cock/wain, Whereupon the long boat was com- 
mitted to my Charge, and when any occafion 
ferved, I had my Crew always ready for the skiff; 
J underftood my place quickly, and behaved my 
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felf in it, that our Boat Swain dying, I was con- 
ftituted in his place ; now was my care increafed, 
for I had charge of all the Rigging, Mafts, and 
Sails, with many other matters of confequence. 
I have heard my Mafter fay twenty times, that he 
had rather hear me when we were weighing An- 
chor (our Men being; at the Capfton) cry heave 
clearly my boys^ than a noife of Mufick, for I had 
a ftrong yet pleafant voice, and I tun'd it to fome 
purpofe when the Anchor was almoft a peek. In 
this imployment I made two Voyages to Guinny^ 
the laft thereof was fo fuccesful that I was refolved 
upon my return to take the pleafures of the Land, 
and no places would ferve my turn, but thofe 
wherein I had received fo much difgrace and 
punifhment. 

In Smithfieldy London, I bought an Horfe, he 
did fo caper with the Fellow that rid him, that I 
feared this pamper'd bead would be to skittifh, 
for a Sailer, that never beftrid any living Creature; 
the Horfe cofl me fix Pound and a Crown, I could 
not get the punftuality of his Roguefhip to bate 
me the odd Mony, though in three days time 
forty fhillings proved the utmoft value of this 
great bargain. It was a very fair day when I fet 
forward in my journey towards Briflol^ and be- 
caufe the Streets were then dry, and no fymptoms 
in the Heaven of any approaching Rain, I vainly 
thought there would be no occafion for Boots 
thofe intolerable cloggs of a nimble footed Sea- 
man. I mounted not without fome dread and 
fear that this prancing Palfry would run away 
with his Mafter, but contrary to all expeftation, 
I found the creature calm enough, being ready 
to lie down as I was getting up ; much ado I had 
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to get him ta go till I had almoft buryed my Heel- 
fpur in his belly, and then he made a fhift to trot ; 
but Founder-foot on a fuddain running a head, 
I was like to have been overfet. The talnefs of 
my Horfe did (hew what an Afs I was to be fo 
cheated; I might have known that within lefs 
than an hour after I had bought him, for in (lead 
of Excrements, he evacuated an Eel at his pof- 
teriors, which I believe was conveyed into him 
alive by the fubtle Horfe courfer, to make him for 
the prefent more lively and fprightful. With 
much difficulty I got him to Matden-head that 
day ; the next proving raining, my bufmefs did 
not require fuch hafle, but that I might ftay a 
day or two for fair weather. 

I had Money enough, the fight whereof did 
ftrangely quicken the attendance of the Servants 
of the Houfe, and my liberal expence commanded 
both my Land-lord and Land-ladies company ; 
and that I might continue their fociety, I was 
incelTant in the calling for Wine. My Land-lady 
was pre-ingaged in the company of feveral Gal- 
lants, fo that I was like to have little of it, had it 
not been for an accident that befell her, which 
brought her into my Room where my Land-lord 
was. It feems one of the Gentlemen efpyed a 
Ring on her Finger with a very fair Rofe of 
Diamonds in it, and defiring her to let him fee 
it for the excellency thereof ; fhe condefcended, 
continuing her conceited difcourfe, which fhe 
raifed on purpofe, to fhew what an efteem fhe 
had for her imaginary wit, and fancy ; this 
Gentleman delivered the Ring to another, he 
to a third, that man conveyed it to a fourth 
that were troubled with the fame curiofity ; but 
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at the laft it came into the hands of one that wais 
very loath it fhould go any further, fince it had 
almoft paft round ; She being this while fo bufie 
in her tittle tattle, that ftie neither -minded how 
it was canvaft about, or in the lead mill it off her 
Finger : She left the room feveral times, and re- 
turned ; but in fine ftie found the lofs of her 
Ring, not knowing whether it was reftored to her 
by that perfon (he lent a fight thereof, and had 
dropt it, or if not reftored, (he was ignorant of 
the Man, and therefore durft not tax any one 
particularly. I have known many a thing, as a 
Silver Tobacco box, &c. left carelefly upon a 
Table which hath been taken up in jeft, but kept 
in earneft. 

She was fo puzzled (he knew not what to do ; 
and not knowing how to remedy her felf, (he was 
refolved to play the perfeft V^ovmn, Jit dawn and 
cry ; which (he did in that pitiful manner, that I 
admired how any mans heart could be fo hard, 
not to exchange a few inconfiderable Diamonds 
for fo many ineftimable Pearls that dropt from 
her eyes. Every one ftiffly denyed the unwor- 
thinefs of the detention, and feemed fomewhat 
difpleafed that their glowing gallantry fhould be 
fufpefled of an aft fo ungentile and unhandfom. 
Seeing there was no help, and fhe could not con- 
ceal the lofs from her Husband, fhe came where 
we were, that we might in her fad relation com- 
miferate and condole her great affliftion. 

I gave much heed to every circumftance of her 
doleful ftory, and minded it fo well, that I fancy'd 
I had a projeft in my head which would give her 
affiftance. Come Madanty faid I, there is a Plot 
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which I have jujl new contrived^ which if it take 
effeR^ you Jhall give me a Bottle of Canary^ if not, 
it will be no harm for you to make a tryal, 

Shewasveiyglad to hear of anypropofition that 
might carry in it the hopes of getting her Ring 
again, and therefore freely promifed me any thing. 
Why then faid I, Go into your former company, 
butfirfl dry your eyes, and exprefs all feemingjoy 
imaginable, and tell thofe that are inquifitive as tQ 
the caufe of this fuddain alteration, that you have 
found your Ring again, and then mark diligently 
that man who cunningly conveys his hand into his 
own Pocket my life for you that man hath the 
Ring. Following my advice, fhe re-entred her 
former Room, and counterfeiting an exceflive 
joy ; O Gentlemen your pardon, faid fhe, / have 
found my Ring ! Obferving the company heed- 
fully, fhe perceiv'd one flole down his hand into 
his Pocket, to feel whether the Ring was there, 
imagining, upon the hearing what fhe faid, his 
Pocket had been pickt Where is the Ring / 
pray Madam, faid one, and where did you find 
it ? Here Sirs, faid fhe, have I found it, for this 
Gentleman hath now the Ring in his hand, which 
fhe forceably drew out of his Pocket, and fo the 
Ring appeared to his great fhame and difcredit 
Her gratitude for my fuccesful council did that 
night fo Sack the Garrifon of my underftandijig, 
that all my Senfes pro tempore fuffer'd in their 
general devaflation. 
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CHAP. XIV, 

ffe is like to to be robUd in Maiden-head Thicket. 
He tells a notable Jiary of a Tapjier and another 
at Play in Redding, At Newberry, a Horfe 
which he rode upon Tryal in the Streets^ ran 
away with him unpaid for ; at Briftol he ran 
away with a pair of Boots then wanting them ; 
he rides for Excefter, where he won a confider- 
abUfunt of his Hoji at Play. 

THe great ftore of Rain that fell, and made 
the High-ways like Hafty Pudding, by which 
means though I rid in Shooes and Stockins, yet 
I was fufficiently be-booted with dirt. I rid 
over the Common melancholy alone, but coming 
to Maiden-Head Thicket^ there was company 
enough fuch as I liked not by any means, and 
now Gramercy Horfe^ for had not he looked as 
fcurvily as I rid bootlefly fcandalous, I had un- 
doubtedly beeh robb'd ; never was poor Horfe, 
and beaftly Man fo furvey'd before, by Devils I 
think, for their Faces by their Vizard-Mafques 
feemed every whit as black. Efcaping that dan- 
ger, I got the fecond days journey to Reading, 
alighting, I fell all along, for I had kickt away 
my Leggs in riding thither, Never did I find the 
difference till now of riding on a Yard-arm, and 
on the fharp-ridg'd back of a furfeited Jade ; I 
had not fo much skin left upon my Breech as 
would make a white patch for ^.nEthiopian Lady 
of Pleafure. Here I lay three days to recover 
the damage my pofteriors had fuilained by riding 
my wooden Horfe. In which time I obferved but 
little remarkable, but a Tapfters Playing with a 

P 



210 The Englijh Rogue : Or, Part 4. 

fellow of the Town for Money in a little By Ale- 
Houfe, where was fold incomparable Ale, which 
I found out by the information of a Coblar, the 
refleAion of whofe face would have afforded light 
enough to an Ale-houfe at Mid-night 

I was a fpe£lator on their Play, and glad I was 
of this opportunity, to divert my felf in a ftrange 
place. The Tapfter in a little time had loft to 
the other the price of 2 Barrels of Beer, which fo 
inrs^ed him, it being his all, that nothingcould per- 
fwade him but that he was cheated of his Money, 
that he napt on him, and I know not what, and 
fwore he would have every penny of his Mony 
before he ihould ftir from the place. The other 
told him that he had won it fairly, and therefore 
would as furely keep it ; hereupon the Tapfter 
ftruck up his heels, and to work he went with 
him, the fellow feeing his drift that he would dif- 
pofTefs him of his Money, got as much as he could 
privately out of his Pocket, and clapt it into his 
mouth cramming it almoft full. The Tapfter 
was amazed to fmd fo little in his Pockets, and 
therefore made all thePrivy fearch he could, which 
was all to no purpofe, fo that he concluded the 
fellow was little lefs than a Conjurer, after that 
he had tired himfelf with beating and kicking 
his Carkafs, he did let him rife, the fellow for all 
his feeming refolution at firft took this bafting 
very patiently, and would have been gone wil- 
lingly to avoid the fecond part of the fame tune, 
had not the Tapfter laid hold on him, fa3ang, Nay 
faith father box in the ear, and* tother kick an tiu 
breech, and go and be damnd, fo lifting his hand up, 
gave him acuffontheface,thatbytheNoifeof what 
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dropt out of his Mouth, I verily believed he had 
not only ftruck out all his teeth, but had alfo 
fra£);ur*d in pieces his jaw-bones ; but I foon was 
convinced of the contrary, when I lookt on the 
Ground, for there lay the Mony fcattered which 
in his Mouth he had fecured. I never (lood con- 
fidering what was to be done, fmce I faw a little 
time was foon loft, fo that blowing out the Candle, 
I fell a fcrambling with the Tapfter, who had got 
the ftart of me, however I made my party good 
with him, and was not behind witli him in my 
(hare, and fo dipt out, leaving the poor fellow to 
hold his bleeding chops, which were cut through 
by a piece of Money, and the Tapfter in tenebris 
to fum up his lofles. Leaving this Town I found 
that I had more Money going out of it than 
I brought into it, and fo I merrily rode on to 
Newberry. Here my jaded Beaft gave up the 
Ghoft, it was time for us to part, for we were both 
weary of one the other. Money foon procured 
me the fight of another, but exceeding different 
from the former, as theonewasexceeding duUand 
heavy, this was all air, and fiery, no ground would 
hold him as it is ufually faid ; this Horfe was 
broi^ht me to look on, the Seller riding him in 
my fight with all the ftudied advantages a double 
Jury of Jockies could invent ; difmounting, I was 
defired to make tryal of him my felf, which I had 
no mind to do, for I diflik'd that in him, which 
another would have liked extremely, his extraor- 
dinary mettle, however, that I might not be laught 
at, I adventured to crofs his back, but I was fcarce 
fettled in the Saddle, when this underftanding 
Beaft knowing by my fitting him, that he had a 
foolifh and unskilful governour to deal withal, 
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grewheadftrong, flewaway with me likelightning, 
for my part I Aought I had got the Devil be- 
tween my leggs, and that I wds riding Port upon 
fome Hellifli defign. I knew quickly whom I 
had to deal withal, a thing that would have his 
will, and therefore thought it a piece of impu- 
dence to curb his extravagant running ; knowing 
well that that pace would not laft alwayes. 

I gave him his head, let him go which way, and 
as faft as he pleafed ; in troth he was better ac- 
quainted with the Road than his Mafler, and 
would not be perfwaded out on*t by any fuch ig- 
norant Hawl-bowling as my felf ; that night my 
Horfe, and I, (for I muft give his Horfefhip the 
preheminence) came to Marlbrougk ; entring the 
Town, he went direftly to his Inn, and was known 
to the Hoftler, calling him by fome familiar term, 
I know not what now ; and askt me whether the 
Horfe was mine, I replyed that he was fo, that I 
had bought him the day before at Newberry : 
and why fhould not I own him, fincehe intitled me 
by running away with me, not I with him ; and 
fince by an unexpefted chance I had a benefit 
thrown into hands, I was refolved to make ufe of 
it, and fo I did for the next day, very early I rode 
away with him for Brijiol^ never hearing of the 
right owner fince : his heat and fury by this time 
were pretty well qualified, and could ride him 
then my own pace, where as before I would wil^ 
Hngly condefcend to have had a leg or an arni 
broke, to have fecured the bone of my neck. 

Briftoly the place of my nativity I entred with 
^ ftrange confidence, if you remember how I was 



Part 4. Witty Extfavagant. 2 1 3 

born, and what roguifh exploits I afled during 
my abode in that City ; but as good luck would 
have it, as length of time had altered my coun- 
tenance, lo it had quite obliterated the memory 
of my former nefarious a6lions. Here did I 
fpend my Money in all manner of riot and excefs, 
finding a many jovial boon blades, although for 
the mofl part very flrift and precife ; and thougl: 
none are permitted any thing late to tipple, yet 
there is time enough in the day to fpend the Car- 
go of an Eafl-Iiidia-fnan^ efpecially if a man hath 
nothing elfe to do. The natural love I had to 
this place made me infenfibly ftay much longer 
than I intended, and though I was fome weeks 
there, nothing occur'd worth the taking notice of, 
but fumifhing my felf with a pair of Bootes. 
My money began to growfomewhat low, fo that 
I faw there was a neceflity of removing thence ; 
the inconveniences I was put to for want of Boots, 
made me refolve to try how I might procure them 
without either money or credit ; I ponder'd with 
my felf, and took many a walk in the Marjh^ yet 
could project no feafible way to obtain my ends. 
I pitcht upon this at lad ; evening the account 
with my Landlord, I caufed the Hofller to fad- 
die my Horfe and bring him out, mounting, I rid. 
him to a quite contrary part of the City, where 
I lay, (my lodging was near the Caflle, and I rode, 
to the higher end oiRatcliff-Jireet,) near the Gate, 
I tyed my Horfe, and walkt down again back- 
ward where I obferved fome Shooe-makers, en- 
tring one of their Shops, I askt the Mafter thereof 
to fhew me fome Boots he did, and withal fitted 
me ; having both the Boots on, I talked to him 
about the price, I refufing to give fo much fmce 



214 The Englijh Rogue : Or, Part- 4. 

« 
they were too dear, he protefting on the other 
fide that he would not abate a farthing, ftepping 
to the Threfhold (as if I intended to fettle my 
feet in them) I ftarted, though not fairly, running 
with all my fpeed, the Shooe-maker thought it 
was to no boot for him to ftand ftill, whilfl I was 
in aAion ; wherefore leaving his fhop, he betook 
himfelf to his heels, crying out as he ran, flop kim, 
Jlop him ; Stop me noty quoth I, we run for a 
Wagery and I give him the advantage of running 
in Shooes againfl my felf in thefe heavy Boots ; 
hearing me fay fo, they gave way which I re- 
peated to every one as I came near them ; they 
encouraging me, crying out, O brave Boots, O brave 
Boots; Others animating the other with O brave 
Shooes, O brave Shooes ; getting to my Horfe, I 
mounted him, and without Spurs, for he needed 
none, I rode clear through Ratcliff-gate, and was 
foon out of fight, and never fince heard of my 
Shooe-maker. 

I was refolved to crofs the Countrey for my 
better fecuring my felf from my Horfe-merchant, 
and fo direfted my Courfe to Exeter, where I was 
refolved to continue till I had increafed my ftore. 
I was fearful of venturing on Robbing, and there^ 
fore my defig^ was folely bent on cheating, hav- 
ing not been yet arrived to the height of under- 
ftandingthe ruinating Myftery of Gaming; my 
Land-lord was a very jolly aflbciate, and de- 
lighted much in my company, in that I fitted his 
humour fo well : we often walkt together, and by 
our converfe broad grew intimately familiar, in- 
fomuch that if I were in the houfe, he was hardly 
out of my company. Frequently we diverted our 
felves with Tom Fools Gamcs^ as they call them. 
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DubbletSy Size Ace, Back Sir Hugh, CatchDolt, &c. 
For neither of us could play at any thing elfe 
with the Dice, unlefs Old Sim. 

It was my good fortune one day to play with 
him for a bottle of Wine at SifeAce, which I won 
of him, and after that another, and in conclufion 
fo many, that we were forced to call for afliftance, 
which we could not want long, if men in this 
latter Age did not Apoftatize by declining the 
powerful invitations of good wine. Thefe Spun- 
gers by exhaufting our Liquor inflamed the 
Reckonii^, and that ftill kindled in us a defire to 
play on : I was the fole Conquerour ; and feeing 
that he could not deal wiUi me for the Reckoning, 
he propounded to me whether I would play with 
him for a Tefter, I feeing how vext he was that 
he had loft fo many Bottles, confented to humour 
him in any thing Uiat was reafonable, not believ- 
ingbutthatfortunewouldnotwithdrawher wonted 
favours from me. He lofmg ftill ; from fix pence, 
we doubled the ftakes, and to be fhort, we gra- 
dually augmented them till we played for an 
Angel a Game, (may they always be tutelary to 
me, and be my Guardians from the infuiferable 
torments of a defpicable neceflity,) from an Angel, 
to a Piece, till I had left him not a Piece to play 
with me, having won threefcore and upward. 
Being a young man, he begg'd of me to conceal 
his lofs, left by the Proclaiming my good fuccefs, 
I detriment his credit ; for he was fo rational as 
to know that Gaming, as it furely ftabs a mans 
Reputation, fo in procefs of time it will cut the 
throat of his Eftate, though very confiderable. 
I promifed him I would do it though to no pur- 
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pofe, for the Standa:^ by were the Publifliers of 
thofe ill iidingSy which will fpread abroad them- 
felves like a Peftilence. Now I thought it highly 
rcquifite to put my felf into a better garb, and in- 
veft my felf with fuch ornaments as might become 
a Gentleman, which I intended to perfcHiate. I 
accommodated my felf with a Sword, and did not 
forget Spurs to my new Boots. Being thus 
bravely equipt Cap a pee ; I grew weary of this 
City, and fo left it, and my Landlord to his bet- 
ter Fortune. 

The next place I fet up my Standard, was in 
Salisbury ; my generous deportment and gallant 
habiliments adapted me for the befl of company, 
and the relation of my Travails, not as a Tarpaw^ 
lift, but a wealthy young Heir, did infinitely pleafe 
them : So that if I were in a Coffee^houfe at any 
time, though I entred infingly, I ihouldhave it filled 
with variety of Gueils to hear thofe admiranda 
wonderful things that I had obferved abroad : I 
was the Mouth of the houfe, and what I reported 
was received as an Oracle, I made two Fellows 
one time confidently believe, that Pindemds 
Caflle, if well manned and r^g'd, would make a 
brave Man of War of the Firfl Rate, and that 
Pen-men maure in Wales, and Hoath in Ireland 
were nere met in confultation how to prevent the 
turbulency of their Northern neighbourhood from 
incroaching on their Trade of Herring- Fijhing. 
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CHAP. XV. 

* 

At Salisbury he comes acquainted with a young 
many who relates to him the Breviate of his life, 
and injlruils him, in the moll ufual Games at 
JDzcCy with all tite fubtle deceivers that belong to 
tkemy and the dangers that attend them^ with a 
Jhort account of their PraSlitioners. 

MY Reputation in this City increafed daily, 
fo that I was now at liberty to pick and 
choofe my company, I mean from the middle fort 
of people, which I knew how to delude, whereas I 
was not fo ignorant, but that men of better breeding 
and learning would by my difcolouring, Sea-faring 
hands, and illiterate tongue find out the impofture 
of my crafty pretences. I had a fufficient flock 
of confidence to manage thofe natural parts which 
fome (flatteringly I doubt) highly commended. 
The younger fort of People were the Perfons I 
fele6led to affociate my felf withal, and had in 
that little time gain'd fo large an interefl in them, 
that he offered me too little, I fhould have thought, 
that would think to buy my propriety therein for 
an hundred a year. Hunting and Hawking were 
my dayly Recreations ; when we returned home, 
Drinking and Whoring were our nightly exercifes ; 
and becaufe I was a ftranger as I had the pre- 
heminence in mofl things, fo I always paid the 
leaft fhare of any in the reckoning. 

There was one flrange Gentleman who ufualW 
accon:ipanied us^ whom I particularly obf^^*,^ 
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to have more than common qualifications ; quick- 
witted, well fpoken, fung incomparably, but had, 
the repute of a notorious Gamefter ; and well he 
might, for he had bit both City and Countrey of 
confiderable fums, fo that now being generally 
known for a Rook, none durfl play with him, yet 
fancied his company very much. This Gentle- 
man I fmgled out, and difcourfl him throughly 
as to every thing : And that I might engage him 
to a greater freedom, I forged feveral lies, charg- 
ing him with fecrecy ; this feeming unbofoming 
my felf obliged him to give me an account of 
what he was, and for what reafons he came there 
in this manner. 

Sir^ faid he, / ibas formerly an Apprentice in 
London, and by reafon of my Mafters covetous and 
ill nature and feverity from ktm^ 1 had not ferved 
him two years eWe 1 was upon the ramble^ (a term, 
of Art frequently ufed amongfi us;) my Parents 
with fome charge and much intreaty fawdred up 
this fir ft crack ; but this fore was notfo well cured ^ 
but by reafon of the inward corruption it broke out 
againy and'now was the Malady worfe than ever^ 
for my Mafler would not receive mii on any terms^ 
ftotivithfianding the various perjwafions of my 
friends for thatpurpofe. My Relations feeing this^ 
and being throughly perplh^t exercif&i all their 
pajfionson me, and inflead of reducing me, took a 
courfe to ruine and deftroy me: for they feemingly 
cafl me out ofcUlfavour^ which I judged to be real, 
and having no other dependance than my Wits (my 
poverty having frighted all my former friends 
from coming near me,) I refolved for afuftenance 
to make what ufe 1 could of them. 
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As long as my money Iqfted^I frequented allplaces 
for Gaming exerdfesy and now and then fame Bow- 
dy-haufeSy in wtdch I had goten a large acquaint-- 
ance ; but having fpent all I had^ I could get no 
credit among them, only in one houfe, where they had 
fo m,uch credulity to believe my Lies to be infallible 
Truths^ and that I Jhould receive in a little time 
thofe feveral Sums were due to me abroad^ and 
^tfould have the honefty to pay my large account. 
Money not coming as they expelled, laid an ASlion 
on my backhand threw me into Goal, where Ifuffered 
more than tongue can utter ; but Ifhallnotdifclofe 
the name of this Gaoler,fince Ifhallgive you an ac" 
count of fome lines I wrote on him whilfl I was his 
Prifoner^ which were thefe ; 



This Gaoler fur e the Demi gave him birth, 

For nofuch Fury hath his feat on Earth : 

A Cannibai which eats the Flefh of Men, 

And being gorged, fpews them up again. 

A Monfierthat the old World never knew. 

Of late produced by a litigious crew. 

Spawn of a Syren and Leviathan : 

Part Fifh,part Fowl, part Devil, and part Man. 

He Swallows doton the poor, as Crows do Frogs, 

And makes no more of Men, than Men of Dogs. 

The Prisoner ends his days in toil andfweat. 

To fill the Cabbins of his Cabbinet. 

This Cafh being ravifhtfrotk his reaking brow^ 

Will be all fpent the Devil knows not how. 

His Celler^s Hell, he lives by other's Jin, 

A nd cares not who doth loofefo he may win. 

His Beds are dearer than a Bawdy-houfe, 

There you may have a Whore, but here a Loufe. 
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TAis is that HeU-hound for tojum up all. 
Who is both Manjier, Devil, and CannibalL 

In this Jiinking place I ftayedfolongtill I vfas 
almofl Jlarvedy yet though I had nothing to feed on, 
I had daily a thoufand which fed on ine. The 
Daughter of my mercilefs Creditor hearing the mife- 
rablenefs of my condition gave me a vijtt, andfup- 
plyed me with fome Money for theprefent, and rC" 
peatingher vifits^pity did at lafi turn into affection; 
this Lovefoonjeeded into Matrimony ; for fhe was 
her Mothers Darling, and could perfwade her to 
anything, andfo it proved, for fhe fo prevailed, that 
I was dif charged of my Debt, Fees paid, new Cloaths 
bought, and we incontinently marry ed, I knew her 
to be a Whore, but necejfity forced me to do what I 
did, or I muft have perifht 

My Wife on the Bridal night expelled no new 
thing from me, but a new fafhioned duty; for Jhe 
told me, if lexpeSied to command, Iwasgrojly mif 
taken ; that Jhe raijed me not out of that Tomb I 
muji have lain buryed in to my lives end, for that 
purpofe,Jhe knew how to rule her own affairs with- 
out my ajfijlance, however Jhe could not but acknow- 
ledge that man was a neceffary implement in a 
Family, if it were but to cloak his Wives imper- 
fe£lions ; To be Jhort, Sir, I was only a Titular 
majler, but a real Pimp and Cuckold ; I bore all 
with aworldof patience, Jiill waiting an opportunity 
to get what I could, and march off: which fell out 
as happily as I could wifh; for the Houfe was noted 
to be a place of debauchery, andwhiljlmy mother in 
Law was condemned for a damn' d Bawd, and my 
Wife for an errant piece of impudence, I was pity ed 
by all as one drawn in and undone by them both. 
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Officers in fine feifed tkem; and carried them to 
Bridewel, being both fafe from interrupting my 
Jlxed resolution, I ranfackt the houje, taking what 
Ji^oneys I found, and felling what would yield me 
iztty^ I betook my felf to this place, the remotenefs 
'ZJuhereof from my former habitation affording me a 
very convenient refuge. Wkilftlhave been in thefe 
pa^rts I have not expended my time idly ; for in Gaol 
and elfewhere I have learned mo ft knacks in playing 
I Aave ever heard of and have practiced them in 
'nuzny places very advantagioufly, for I was a while 
of a Gang that flroled all the Countrey over, to all 
the £;reat Fairs in England, reforting thither as con- 
/iufttly^ as fuck Tradefmen who make it their bufi-, 
ne/s to obferve them, exerdfing their cheating facul- 
ties cm all they can pick up fit for their company : 
the rea/on. why they go three or four in Company, 
is, that if any conte/l in playing fhould arife, or 
any qppo/ition fhould be made, they may be the better 
able t4} defend their Roguery. Befides,if they fhould 
mifs of a prize, andbefmoakt as Gameflers, they 
are thenjlrong enough for mif chiefs of another na^ 
ture^ as Padding, Ken-milling, &c. and indeed let 
me tell you^ there is no prof e^ Villain which hath 
twt a very great infight in Gaming, and know not 
only ^vhat advantages naturally cuxruefrom every 
Game^ but know how to make them when occafian 
fhodl require. 

Since nty coming hither I have very illy managed 
my/uccejfes; far I have won toomany times imth- 
out the interpofition of one fingle lofs of my aivn 
which hdith raffed in my Gameflers a fuffntian f 
me not to betakenoff; by which weans I have ^it 
aU future hopes of bubbUng them any mor^^ ^^ 
fince. Sir, you fland fair in thHr good opirdmij 
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you pleafe to let me Jhare with you, I Jhall inform 
you not only with my A rty but cUfo fumijhyou with 
Tools which fluJi effedl ourcUfign andincreafe our 
Jlore. But before I Jhall encourage you to learn 
that which I now propound for your profit, give me 
leave to acquaint you with the inconveniencies, dan-- 
gers, and perplexities which attend Gaming, lejl 
hereafter you condemn me for your rajh learning 
that which you would have trampled under your 
feet, had you known the many dangerous concomt^ 
tants which continually wait thereon. 

To fpeak generally. Gaming is an enchanting 
Witchery begot betwixt a couple of Devils, Idlenefs 
and Avarice : it fo infatuates man, that it renders 
him incapable of profecutiug his more ferious affairs ^ 
and makes him to quarrel with his condition though 
ever fo good: if he wins, the fuccefsfo elevates him, 
that his mad joys carry him to the height of all ex- 
ceffes ; if he lofes, his misfortune plunges him to the 
bottom of Dejpair. Oh how Ihavefeen a man caft 
up his eyes, as if he intended to call Heaven to account 
for its injuflice, in not giving him that Caft he fo 
much dejires. Nay, I heard one of nofmallnote in 
an ordinary publickly invoke the Devil, {jipon his 
throwing at all, that is, all the men lies an the 
Table) that he would turn up Five, which was his 
Chance, and he Jhouldhave his Soul for the next 
throw, an ejtpreffiofi enough to make the hair of the 
vileft reprobate toftand on end. 

It was f aid of one, that n^c bonam, nee malam for- 
tunam ferre poteft, that both in good and bad far- 
tune he was ever reJUes^ Marcellus could neither be 
quiet as Conquerour, not overcome. Thus fuch is the 
damtid itch of Play, Game/iers are never fatisfyed 
winning or loofing, if they win^ they hope to increafe 
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their florCy if they loo/e their Money they hope to re* 
ifover it again. 

The que/Hon was wittily propounded by one^ whe* 
ther Men in a Ship at Sea were to bt accounted inter 
mortuoSy vel vivos, among the livings or the dead^ 
becau/e there were but few Inches between them and 
drowning. The Quaere is not improper to be made 
of great Gamejiers^ though their Efiates be never fo 
confiderabky whether they are to be efieemed Divites 
vel Pauperis,/^r or rich^ Jince there are but a few 
Cajls at Dice betwixt a per fan of Fortune y (in that 
circumflance) and a Begger. 

Now if you intend to be a Gamffer,what ever your 

JuccefsbCyyou mujibear it aequo animo, neither rai- 

fed or d^efjed ; but I wiU ajfureyou that it is a di* 

fficult mutter fo to do^for this courfe of life will try 

your patience. Would it not mad you to have fo 

ftrange a fortune ^ as with a very fmall Sum to run 

up to Eighteen hundred pounds^ andloofe it again 

with hisfmallftock in lefs than three days f I knew 

one with Fifty Shillings ^ win Five hundred pounds 

of his own at one time in his life^ and thereupon put* 

ting himfelfintoa Garb not mif-becoming an Earl^ 

played again, the Dice ran againfi him, loft every 

penny hehad, or could borrow ; hereupon he grew 

fiark mady and hang'dhimfelfin his own Bed-cord. 

There areas many examples of this nature as would 

fluff a Quire of Paper, and as many as would fill a 

Ream offuch who having had fair Efiates^ in few 

years have loft them at Play, and dyed in want and 

Penury. I have heard it credibly reported, that a 

Gentleman belonging to the Six Clerks Office, who 

was only well cliented^ but had a good Eflate of his 
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ownyandbyhim always a confiderablefumof Money; 
this Gentleman was invited to play by fome young 
Gallants that had a great dejire to be fingring his 
Jacobus's with whom he engaged^ and by extraor- 
dinary fortune won two thoufand pieces of Gold^ 
was not content with that round fum^ but plaid on, 
lofl ally with his own Eflate^fold his place in the 
Office ; and lofl that too ; at lafl, through exceffive 
grief he tranfported himfelf to a ForreignPlanta- 
tion, where, if his difcontent difpatch hint not, he 
tnufi be forced to Hoe for a livelihood. This com- 
manly is thedefiiny ofadecayedGamefler^fnot this, 
he is feldom prefert^d higher than to the dignity 
of a Box keeper, 

Laflfyy before you take the Dice in your hand, 
think of drawing your Sword before you leave off 
Playing ; for fhouldyou play upon the Square, you 
will befufpe£led by thofe that loofe, you have knapt, 
or put the change of the Dice upon them ; then right 
or wrong they will quarrel with you, more for the 
vexation of the lojs, than for anyjufl caufe they had 
forfo doing : If you do not fall together by the ears 
then in the very heat, you will have affronts enough 
to engage you in the Field next morning, upon f owe 
trifling infignificant occafion, deemed as <3:pun6lilio 
of Honour, or elf e timely put up thofe abufes which 
wUl occafion you to be fcortid and flighted, and at 
lafl pifl on as you walk the ftreets by every Party 
Coat coloured S kip-kennel 
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CHAP. XVI. 

I 

An account of Play, with feveral remarkable Oc- 
currences. 

THtis I have told you what you muftexpeily and 
now I fhall inform you what to do; but if ire 
you think to be complete in this occult Art ^ you mufl 
by freqtunt trials redtu:e my Theory into your 
Fra£lice. 

Inthe firflplace^ take this as a^z,^\m^ never Play^ 
but when you arejfure to win and that you might not 
JaU thereof have you Dice about you continually of 
all forts y which you may buy in London at feveral 
places ready made to your handy but very dear: It 
may be when you are in the Countrey^ you can- 
not be fuppliedfrom thence fofpeedily as your urgent 
affairs require^ and therefore I would have you 
fnc^e them your felf 

There are FuUams oftwofortSy which you may 
make run high or loWy that w, 6, 5, 4, or 3, 2, i. 
either by drilling holes in the black jpotSy and load 
them with Quick-Silvery flopping up again thefaid 
holes with Pitchy or filling the Corners of the Dice, 
You may procure alfoy (which you mufihave Imple- 
ments as neceffary in your intended Profeffiony as 
Tools are for any working occupation) I fay, there 
ar^ Dice which you may gety which will run nothing 
but a SifCy another a CinquCy another a Quatrcy &c. 
which are very ufeful at Tables : for if you want 
a CinquCy orfo to enter at Back gammon or Irifh, 
hitting thatBlotatan after-gameyyourecoveragainy 
and ten to one but you win the Game; bejides, it is 

Q 
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ufeful for a Jingle Hit at Ticktack, or for taking 
points^ byjoyning two together of a different fort 

In cafe of neceffity if you have none of tkefe arti- 
ficial helps about yoUy then your hand mujlfupply 
your waniSy by Palming the Die; that is, hainng 
your Box in your hand, you take up both the Dice as 
they are thrown nimbly within the hollow of your 
hand, and put but one into the Box, referving the 
other in your Palm, obferving with a quick eye what 
fide was upward, and fo accordingly conform the 
next throw to your purpofe, by delivering that in tlu 
Box, and the other in your hand fmoothly together. 
You mufl fometimes ufe Topping ; that is, by pre- 
tending to put both Dice into the Box, whereas you 
have dropt but one, holding the other between 
your fore-fingers, which you turn to your ad- 
vantage. Knapping, is when you ftrike one Die 
dead, either at Tables or Hazzard let the other 
run a Milftone, as we ufe to fay. Slurring, is when 
you throw your Dicefo fmoothly on the Table thai 
they turn not,forwhichpurpoJeyou mu ft endeavour 
to choofe your Table or the fmootheftpart thereof. 
There are very few that can fecure- more than one 
Die, but I have known fomefo excellent at it, thai 
they would flurr a Sife without turning above a yard 
inlength; others I have known,who could fecure two 
Dice in three at Paffage, but that is feldomfeen, 1 
have heard of fome fo dextrous in cafHng the Dice, 
that they would throw when they pleafed lefs than 
Ames Ace, through the handle of a Quart Pot 

Hazzard, In and In, and Paffage are the principal 
Gamesin an Ordinary, you may findProfeffors enough 
thereof every whereelfe, whereforeitisrequifitetopafs 
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through tkefefeveral Clajhes for fear of being Crofs- 
bitten or bubbled byfome other dexterity ^ of which 
they have variety unimaginable. Hazzard, is a 
Game that maketh a quick riddance on onejide or 
other ^ and therefore it hath not its name given im- 
properly: for it ruinate th fpeedily^ in Setting or 
Buttring (a term of art is ufed among us^ one or 
other is blown up immediately, 

A Main at Hazzard, is that cafl of the Die which 
is thrown fir ft, but then it mujl be above Four^ and 
lefs than Ten^ otherwife it is no Main; fo that 
hence you may under fland there are five Mains, 5, 
6, 7, 8, and% to thefe Mains there are f even Chances, 
4> S» 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10. Ames, Ace, and Duce Ace, 
are general outs or loffes to them all; Eleven is out 
to s, 6, 8, or 9/ Twelve is out to 5, 7, or 9/ but it 
nicks 6, or 8, as 1 1, doth 7, andfo doth 5, nick 5, and 
fo on to (); after the fecond throw, the caft that 
comes firfl wins. At Hazzard the cunning Game- 
fler vifUlpray it may be Quatre Ace againfi Cinque 
Duce^ or Tray Ace againfi Cinq Tray; you had 
need be well verfl before you fneddle with this, it be- 
ing very hazzardoi^. Though twenty at a Table 
fetyau,you may knock with your Box but at one^ 
and then all the reft draw their Money; as many 
as you knock to you mufl pay if you loofe; ifyott. 
throw at all, winning, youfweep all; O the fweet 
that is in that throw, when a man upon thefuccefs 
of that nick fhcUl boldly cty more Money Gentle- 
mtn,althoughtheTableis coveredwithHalf Crowns, 
Ifyoufett, and the Cafler refuje you, if another co- 
ver you, and you accept theereof, it is one and the 
fame thing. 

At In and In you play with four Dice, you may 
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drop from onejhilling to a pound; In, is when any 
two Doublets appear: Outy when none; In and In, 
when three Aces y three Duces ^ &c. or four of one fort. 

At Paffage you are to play with three Dice; you 
cannot Pajs unlefs you throw Doublets above Nine, 
lefs than nine you are out; all other throws fignify- 
ing nothing, you mufl thrown on. What other criti- 
ctfmes and crotchets there are in thefe Gaines, you 
cannot underflcmd, otherwife than by obfervation in 
your praSlice ; but as I told you atfirfi, it is bejinot 
to meddle with it at all. 

Hereupon my Gentleman took feveral Dice out 
of his Pocket, and throwing them, I faw he could 
make them run as he lifted ; my fingers itched 
to be at the fport, fo that I fpent the moft part 
of everyday in confulting what advantages I could 
find out in Play : nay, in the very night I was never 
at reft for dreaming of thefe confounded Devils 
bones: the indefatigable pains I took (to find out 
the ready way to my deftruftion,) made me fpee- 
dily an accompliftit Gamefter ; and to ftiow my 
Mafter how I had improved my felf from his dic- 
tations, I engaged with him at fingle hand, he en- 
tring the Lift with me, found himfelf equally, if 
not overmatcht. 

Hereupon he perfwaded me to ftudy how I 
might contrive an opportunity to Play, when at 
one bout we might both fow and reap a plentiful 
crop, that might help to a future maintenance. 
The Plott I laid at a Gentlemans Houfe five miles 
diftance from Salisbury, where I was invited to 
be merry, with orders to bring what friends I 
pleafed with me ; you may be fure I carried »one 
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but what had Money enough, otherwife no com- 
pany for me. Being met together, we were very 
jovial, and amidil our cups, I propounded to throw 
with Dice, who ftiould drink a Glafs; it was 
agreed on; being all half boozie, I made another 
propofition to play at Hazzard round for a Crown 
and no farther ; this motion took as well as the 
former, and to work we went. 

To be (hort, I won all their Moneys, hardly 
leaving our Entertainer a penny in the Houfe ; 
and fearing he fhould recruit the next day, and 
fo farther engage me, my new Comrade perfwa- 
ded me to trip off, and (hare, for it was reafon- 
able he Ihould go fnips with me; I therefore 
caufed my Horfe to be brought forth, and notwith- 
ftanding the many thoufand perfwafions to the 
contrary, (rewarding the Servants) I took my 
leave of them, promifmg to give what Revenge 
they pleafed the next day, but that was none of 
our intent, for early the next morning, we with 
our booty rode for London. 



CHAR XVII. 

They go for London, one is apprehended and tlie 
other in his flight cafually doth two or three mif- 
chiefs; t/te (trange difcovery of a Murther of 
feventeen years Jlanding. 

HEre puft up with good fortune, we fcat- 
tered our Moneys up and down the City, 
trampling the ftreets in terrour and huffing after 
a ftrange rate: but coming along by SotUh-Hamp" 
ton Building an aged Matron feized on my Elbow- 
fhaking Companion, crying out this is the Rogue 
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that robb'd me ; I hearing that betook my felf to 
my heels fearing left being found in his company, 
I might be taken up for his accounts in the Theft. 
I made more haft than good fpeed it feems, for 
in my flight I bore down all that oppofed me ; 
infomuch that a poor Woman with a basket of 
Eggs ftanding in my way, I overthrew her and 
breaking her Eggs utterly undid the Woman, her 
whole ftock confifting in that basket A fellow 
feeing this endeavoured to lay hold on me, but I 
ftruggling to disingage my felf from him pufht him 
forward on his Nofe and falling, fell into an old 
Womans deep Codling Pan up to the Armpits, 
it being almoft full of newly fcalded apples, never 
was Codlings fo handled, nor man fo becodled as 
he was, the almoft boyling water fo tormented 
him, that he roared as bad as the fellow which was 
inclofed in Phalarus his Bull ; fearing the mif- 
chief I had done I added new wings to ' my 
fpeed, but not looking before me, I ran direftly 
againft a Ladder in my way, on which there was 
a labouring man carrying up Morter to the top, 
but he was ftopt in his intent, for though he went 
up by the Ladder, he came down without a Roop, 
his Morter falling on the heads of four finical Gen- 
tlewomen as theypaft by, who now might properly 
be called Morter-Pieces, the Ladder fell eafily and 
gradually from the houfe to a Sign Port, the Man 
holding faft by one of the rounds, this while re- 
ceiving little or no dammage, to the wonder and 
aftoniftment of all the Speftators. However I 
was detained, and none coming againft me, nor 
accufing me for anything but the Woman with her 
Eggs, and the old Woman for the dammage fhe 
had fuftained by the mafliing of her Codlings; the 
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fellow for being fcalded by them, and this man 
that charged me moft with fuppofition of loofing 
his life by my means I was difmift, giving to each 
what fatisfa<5lion I Judged convenient. 

What became of my Come-at /even I know not, 
but glad I was to be clear'd from this fright: thus 
it is to have a guilty Confcience; a man I have 
heard of, who flew in a Moon-fhine night from his 
own fhaddow, thinking it to be a Devil that haun- 
ted his wicked carcafs: Another more remarkable 
I have heard much talk of, who having murdered 
a man in London^ fled into Forreign Parts, and 
living to and fro eighteen years, returning home 
again as he walked one day through Ckeap-fide^ 
he heard a cry behind him, flop him, flop him, 
feeing a great quantity of People making towards 
him, prefently fell a running with all the fpeed he 
could, the rabble feeing two run as if it were for 
their lives, divided themfelves and in their pur- 
fuit they took the Thief they chiefly run after, 
and feizing the Gentleman who run they knew not 
for what, he cryed out, pray be civil Gentlemen 
it is confefl I am the man; upon farther enquiry 
found him from his own mouth to be a Murderer 
of near twenty years flanding. 

Gaming had fo general a pofTeffion of me, that 
I could think of nothing elfe, and becaufe I could 
not always meet in my ramble in the City with 
fuch as fuited my purpofe: I frequented ordina- 
ries where I never mifl of good chear, nor variety 
of Company. For about one of the Clock you 
are fure to have an excellent dinner provided by 
way of ordinary; where you fhall have fo many 
choice dilhes and wine, that the Mafler is always 
a loofer in his entertainment what cares he for 
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chtf^ CHAP. XVIII. 

fpeed J dif covers the cheats of Gameing.the Nature 
^'^^'^ quality of an Ordinary, relating what man- 
^ ' fffof Perfons they are which frequent it, with 
^ i0f^y pieafant flories intermixt, with a dehorta- 
tion from playing at Dice, 

ALL the day long there is not much playing 
m an Ordinary, what there is, is amon^ft 
Gentlemen and the more civiliz'd fort of Perfons 
but towards Night thefe Houfes are throng'd with 
People of all forts and qualities and then when 
ravenous Beafts ufually feek their prey, there 
V^T ^S, Shoals of Heaors, Trappamiers. Guilts, 
Pads, Biters, Pnggs, Divers, Lifters, Kidnap^ 
&nnl ""^^i^' MiU-Kens, Decoys, Shop-IifteiJ 
oners, Bulkers, Droppers, Ramblers, Dounakers 
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and Crosbyters, &c. All thefe may be ranked 
under the general appellation of Rooks, this is the 
Field where the feed of Hemp is fown, and grows 
till the Gallows groans for it, this is Tyburns 
Nurfery, for yearly fome or other of this curfed 
gang go thither. 

The firft day I entred this School of Vertue, I 
commenced Mafter of Arts, and would not eafily 
be confuted with their Sophiftry, but when young 
Gentlemen Prentices or Caflieers come hither 
unskird in the quibbles and devices here prac- 
tifed they call him a Lamb, then ftraitways a 
Rook (or more properly a Wolf) follows him 
clofe, and engages him in advantagious betts, and 
at length worries him, that is he fo fleeceth him 
as not to leave him a penny, and then the fnear- 
ing dogs will laughingly fay fee the Lamb is 
bitten. 

Some of thefe Rooks or Rogues if they per- 
ceive you to be full of Money, though they never 
faw you before, will impudently and importu- 
nately drive to borrow Money of you without 
the leaft intention of repaying, if you fhould be 
fo facile as to do it, or to go with you when you 
are playing at 'Hazzard feven to twelve half a 
crown, which is more then ten to one if you deny 
them their unreafonable requeft, you fhall find 
them fometimes very angry. Others will watch 
when you are ferious at your Game whether your 
Sword hangs loofe behind that they may lift that 
away, others will not fcruple if they find an op- 
portunity to pick your pocket direftly, if thefe 
projefts fail, then have at your Gold Buttons, if 
you have any on your Cloak, or fteal the Cloak 
it felf, if it either lye loofe or carelefs. But above 
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all they have a trick you cannot avoid, which is 
to throw at your Money with a dry Fiji (as they 
term it) that is if they nick you (id eji win) 'tis 
theirs, if they loofe th^ owe you fo much, if you 
demand your money tiiey will peremptorily tell 
you anon will ferve turn, and then it may be a 
Rafcally Boxkeeper that ufually fnips with him, 
(hall excufe him, faying he is a very honelt Gen- 
tleman, Sir you need not miftruft him, whereas 
he knows no body will trufl him with a Newgate 
groat, if you chance to nick them, its ten to one 
but they will wait your coming out at night and 
beat you foundly. 

I faw a couple of blades (Gentilely garb'd) en- 
ter one evening the Ordinary; they were lookers 
on a while, at length there being a vacant Room, 
one of them pulls the chair and fits down, as the 
box came ftill round he paflfed it, doing it fo 
often faid one angerly, if you will not throw fir 
what fit you there for? hereupon he fnatcht up 
the box, faying, fet me what you will Sir I will 
throw at it, the other hearing him fay fo, did fet 
him two Guinneys, which he nickt, the Gentle- 
man being vext did fet him four more, with a 
round parcel of Silver, which he won alfa Now 
did the whole Table concern themfelves butter- 
ing him, that is, doubling or trebbling what they 
did fet before, yet could not turn his hand, which 
was fo fuccefsful that he held in eleven mains to- 
gether, and juft as he had almofl broke the Table 
he chanc't to throw out, having got his hat full 
of Money he arofe from the Table and went to 
the fire with his Comrade, who asked him how 
he durft be fo impudently bold to adventure 
after that manner knowing he had not a Crofs 
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about him to blefs himfelf with all ; how is that 
faid one of the loofers who overheard what was 
faid, had you no Money when you went to play, 
it matters not replied the winner I have enough 
now, had I loft having not wherewithal topayyou, 
-why then ye muft have been content to kick me 
fo long till ye fhould fay yourfelves ye were fatis- 
fied ; befides Sir I am a Souldier, and have paft 
through many a brunt, venturing my life hard for 
eight pence a day, and do you think now I would 
not hazard a kicking or a pumping for fo many 
fair pounds, all that were there concerned fmiled 
at his confidence, but he laught heartily at their 
folly and his own good fortune. Well may he 
laugh that wins. 

Did you but fee what paflions and how divers 
effefts do vary men into feveral poftures, you 
would abfolutely conclude the place to be Bedlam 
inftead of an Ordinary ; you may obferve one 
loofing to gnaw the box in pieces, or take the faw- 
cer of Dice and throw it over his head, whilft the 
winning cafter fmilesandis merry as a Bee, another 
you may fee who hath loft all his Money, ftand- 
ing like Pontius Pilate in the old Primmer, or 
like fome antick figure in a fuit of hangings as 
motion lefs and almoft as livelefs. 

A Gentleman I took notice of one day, who 
loofing (what moneys he had about him) fate 
very penfively, in fteps a young blade in this in- 
terval and briskly took up the box, but it came 
not to his hands above thrice, before he had loft 
all he had brought in with him, which foinraged 
the Noddy that he behaved himfelf like a meer 
frantick Fellow, fwearing Damme was not I a 
villain in lefs than an hour to loofe four pounds, 
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this melancholly perfon hearing him fwear and 
fret for a fum fo inconfiderable to what he had 
lofl, Damm you (faid he) Damme that have loft 
fourfcore pounds in half an hour, it feems the 
greater loofer thought it a piece of injuftice the 
leffer fhould be damn'd before him. Frequent 
are the quarrels in this place occafioned by the 
heat of Wine before they came in or by lofs made 
chollerick afterwards ; Swords commonly drawn, 
or boxes and Candlefticks thrown at one anothers 
heads ; fometimes the Rooks will raife a feeming 
feud (eipecially when their ftocks are low) when they 
fee a Table covered with money, which may give 
them an occafion to fcramble ; fuch are the ufual 
garboyls in this place that they form a perfeft 
type of Hell. 

I cannot forbear fmiling when I think of a cer- 
tain pafTage one time at an Ordinary. A Gentle- 
men who was well ftored with Gold played high, 
and in a little time had not one penny left he firft 
fplits the Box, & then Box the Box-keeper, having 
fo done, takes off his own hat from his head 
which was black, dame, faid he, who dares fay 
this hat is not white, he is a fon of a whor that 
will not fay fo, the ftanders by feeing his lofs had 
made him mad, replyed not a word ; he perceiv- 
ing on the other fide that none would quarrel with 
him, feats himfelf, and fell faft afteep ; another 
Gentleman who had loft as much or more than 
the former came to him who flept, and awakeing 
him, what is that you faid Sir, is your black hat 
white, it's a damn'd lye, I fay it's blew, deny it if 
you dare. The Gentleman was well pleafed to 
fee one madder then himfelf, and therefore with- 
out paftion defired him to go and fteep as he had 
done, and on bis awaking they ftiould not differ 
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about the colour, into what frenzies do thefe 
damn'd Dice put men into ? 

When late at night and the Company grows thin 
and your eyes dim with watching, then is the time 
for falfe Dice to be put on the ignorant, then alfois 
there a fecurity in, Palming, Topping, Slurring, &c. 

There are a certain fort of gentle and fubtle 
Rooks whofe outfide fpeaks as much a Gentle- 
man as moft of the firft magnitude. This Cun- 
ningham feldom plays in an Ordinary, yet will fit 
there a whole evening to the intent he may ob- 
ferve who winns, if confiderable, and the winner 
feem Plyable, generous, and Bubbable, he will 
fome way or other infinuate into his acquaintance 
by applauding his happy hand, congratulating his 
fuccefs &c. and then familiarly, yet civily prompt 
him to a glafs of Wine that they may drink to 
the continuance of that good fortune. 

Having gotten him to the Tavern he is fure to 
wheadle him into Play, and by hook or by crook 
(as we ufe to fay) he is fure to winn fome if not 
all his money ; and that he may not be fufpefted 
for not playing fquarely he will (if he be fure of 
his bubble) loofe confiderably fometimes, but in 
the long run he is fure to recover it again. I was 
feveral times fo ferved but they could do no good 
upon me ; yet notwithftanding that by my fre- 
quent praflice I had gain'd a great deal of skill 
and crafty knowledge in the Dice, I loft, fpent, 
and confumed all my moneys, and therefore I 
fhall advife all to deteft this abominable kind of 
life ; if the moft certain lofs of your money will 
do it : I do undertake to demonftrate that any 
one with conftant play upon the fquare (hall be 
loofer at the years end. I have heard it very confi- 
dently aver'd by an eye witnefs that three Gentle- 
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men fate down at twelve penny Inn and Inn ; 
eachofthem drew three pound apiece intwohoures 
time, the box had four pounds of the money. 

And that I may further perfwade all men from 
gaming, confider how few there are if any who 
have gotten an Eftate by play, but how many 
thoufand antient and worthy families have been 
ruined and deftroyed thereby. It is confeft there 
is no conftant gamefter but at one time or other 
hath a confiderable run of winning ; but fuch is 
the infatuation of play, that I could never hear 
of any that could give over when they were 
well. I have known thofe have gotten many 
hundreds of pounds, and have relied a while 
with an intention never to play more ; but by- 
over perfwafion, having broke bulk, as they 
term it, were in again for all and loft it. 

Befides if a man hath a good parcel of money 
'tis extreme folly to play whether himfelf or 
another ftiall be poffeffor thereof ; if his ftock be 
fmall it is downright madnefs to hazard that the 
lofs whereof fliall reduce a man to beggery. 
Moreover if you were but fenfible of the anguifh 
that is upon that mans fpirit the next morning, 
having flept upon the lofs of his money now irre- 
coverable, it would deter any one from ever med- 
ling with the curfed caufe of fo much vexation and 
trouble ; what I now fay is the produft of wofull 
experience. 



Experto credo Roberto, 



To conclude, having loft all my money, I began to 
grow miferably poor, to preventthe further increafe 
of my wants I fought out my old Mafter whom I 
found upon )!ci!tRoyal Exchange.yx^otL our going (^ 
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for joy to fee me, carryed me to a Tavern where 
I acquainted him with all my Land Travels fmce 
my leaving him, and affuring him I was weary 
of living longer afhore, he advifed me to go with 
him, and he would make me his mate, I gladly 
confented and in that quality I fail'd wi& him 
for Guinnqt. 

Our Captain had thus far proceeded in recount- 
ing the memorable paiTages of his life, as we were 
making ready to caft Anchor, we being at that 
time not above a league from Naples overjoy'd at 
thefuccesfulnefsof thisour petty Voyage, we made 
our felves all ready to go afhore; landing, our greateft 
care was to getconvenient Lodgings, with fome dif- 
ficulty we obtained them, and having fettled our 
felves in them, immediately got our Bills of Ex- 
change accepted, till they came due we fitted our 
(elves with all things both neceflary and pleafurable, 
yet for fome important Reafons for a while we laid 
an imbargoonouraccuftomed profeft Extravagan- 
cies, keeping a ftrift rein on our head-ftrong wills 
and defires, but having received our Money we no 
longer dallied with our delights, but gave them 
leave to court us in what pleafant fhapes they 
' judged moft convenient for our fatisfaftion. 

Every day produced its new divertifement, 
every hour each of us fludied how we might ap- 
pear Rivals to the mofl Epicurean critical pallated 
Poleanateof the Univerfe, for fince we were failing 
in the Ocean of Senfelefs Security under a fliff 
gale of Plenty^ we fhaped our courfe for the Port 
of Senfuality, The time being expired we had 
our Money paid us to a Doit, with as much re- 
fpeft as if we had been the greateft Merchants 
in Europe^ defiring our further acquaintance and 
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correfpondence, which we promifed not fo much 
to traffick with them as to play Ibme tricks upon 
them. 

As our Lodgings were large and fumptuous 
fparing no coft for their furniture, fo were our ha- 
bits very rich {ifwdo Neapolitano) wearing about 
us as many precious (tones dayly as would have 
been a good return for a young Merchant after a 
three years fweating expectation : the gloriouf- 
nefs of our outward appearances made us no lefs 
a wonder to the Neapolitan Inhabitants than we 
were to our felves, for we now began to admire 
one another having totally forgotten what once 
we were. Mr. Gooft-quilltYi^ Scrivener ftrutted the 
Streets ftrangely whofe garb and gait flouriflit 
like the Capital T of This Indenture^ the ftate of 
his prefent Condition made him receive many an 
Obligation, which he always generoufly cancel d 
and continually obliged o'^'tx^ on valuable confide- 
rations. The Drugfter notwithftanding all his 
ftriving, to feem otherwife, yet ftill ftiowed himfelf 
to be a Chip of the old Block, a rafp of Log-wood, 
and fcented ftrongly of his old occupation. His 
habit prompted, him to perfonate the Spaniard \ 
which he did fo fcurvily that never did thing ap- 
pear more prepoftorous, had you feen him walk 
you would have fworn all his Members were in an 
uprore or about to revolt from their Principal ; for 
his Whiskers tilted his eyes, and they again be- 
inginraged to be confined within fuch narrowlimits 
by the?r flaring feemed to flrive to comeout that 
they might check the infolency of that audacious 
beard; and as for his arms and legs there was not 
the leafl correfpondency ; for his hands were in a 
continual motion being every minute imploy'd in 
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cocking his Beaver upon one fide, but his legs 
moved fo flowly and ftately, that they feemed to 
be offended at their flavifh Office, fhowing their 
loathnefs by their flownefs to be Porters to a 
burden of fo little worth. Doll as ftie had been 
converfant amongft the Gentry, fo in her deport- 
ment flie behaved her felf as well as any of the 
beft education ; but for Jenny I could hardly 
forbear laughing, to fee how the proud Minks 
would jut it as fhe went, her Milking-Pail, and 
dragled tail, were clean out of her remembrance, 
fo was her being a Motly- Waji-coteer, there being 
not the lead track of her former condition dif- 
coverable, fhe refolved to make others efteem of 
her by the value fhe did put on her felf, not rating 
her condition as (he was the quondam off-fpring 
of Curds and Cream, but prizing it as one of 
Fortunes darlings, whom neither Cloaths nor 
Money could make more fplendid, and as for an 
haughty fpirit now unmatchable ; I took upon 
me (as well I thought I might) to check her for 
giving fix hundred Crowns for a Locket, fhe 
fmartly took me up, what faid fhe though I was 
born in the Ebb of Fortune, will you now in- 
trench and wound the liberty my better ftars 
have conferred upon me ? To be plain I will not 
have my defires and pleafures circumfcribed and 
taught me fince I have enough and will enjoy it. 
Sir if you once begin to be narrow minded, you 
will be a Thief both to the efteem and enjoyment 
you may have in the world, I will not be limited 
to pleafe your fancy as for my delights I will 
purfue them in what fhapes I fancy both at home 
and abroad, I will fpare no coft that may engage 
wide mouthed report to proclaim the boundlefs- 

R 
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nefs of my pleafures and gallantry ; all the Wits 
of the City I will ingage with Sack and Money 
to write Panegyricks on my Gaudy and Witty 
fuperfluities, not a Cavaleero in Naples^ but (hall 
vail his bonnet at my Balcony, and when I pleafe 
the fplendor of my habit fhall fix my Gazers as 
Statues in the place they (land. I thought fhe 
was mad till fhe fmilingly took me by the hand, 
faying you fee Latroon I have a Soul as if No- 
bility had waited on my Cradle, however, my 
will Ihall alwayes be in fubordination to yours. 

As for the Captain he was a Man well read, 
and having feen the world, the novelty of a place 
never alter'd him, he had a good natural genius, 
and very facetious in difcourfe which appears fuf- 
ficiently by the witty narrative of his Life, iixt 
relation whereof, did infinitely pleafe us, butmoft 
efpecially my Jenny ^ who would often repeat to 
me fome paffages, but one day after dinner being 
altogether fhe took occafion to fpeak of the Cap- 
tains gaming and other Extravagancies, and hav- 
ings drawn feveral good Obfervations from them, 
fhe defired the Company to give her audience, 
and fhe would give an account of a notable Ex- 
travagant, a young Man of her acquaintance, but 
as an introdu6lion to her ftory, fhe begg'd leave 
to fpeak fomething of his Father firfl, and thus 
fhe began. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

A Brewers-Clerk cheating his Majler^ is taken in 
the manner \ Afterwards^ he having buried his 
Majler, by a politick Projeil is married to his 
Mi/lrefs; he buries her, and is married to a 
Countrey-maid ; who under (landing Iter Huf- 
bands Riches, puts him to great expences in 
new furnijhing the Houfe, and extravagantly 
fitting her again ft, and in her lying in. 

I Remember (faid Mrs. Jane) when I lived in 
London, there was a jolly old Blade, who was 
then the Aldermans Deputy of the Ward, and 
who was reported to be worth the better part of 
lOOCX) lib. that had in his youth been a notable 
Gamefter, and many tricks he had ufed before his 
Mercury was fix'd, and became fettled in the 
World. He had Travelled and Rambled many 
years by Sea and Land, and had tried and tafted 
all Fortunes and Conditions; and Fortune had 
alwayes been fo much his friend, as to bring him 
off without a fcratch'd face, no great, no fenfible 
difafter ; at length, being fomewhat weary of the 
Ramble, he refolved to take up and follow fome 
imployment. He was fitted for any imploy- 
ment, and yet not rightly fitted for none. But 
being of a good Capacity, he was entertained by 
a Brewer to be his defperate Clerk, that is to 
fay, to gather up the defperate Debts. This was 
an Imployment very fit for him, for it gave him 
large convenience to Ramble; for the Brewer, 
who had been a great dealer, had Money oweing 
him by feveral people, fome whereof lived at one 
end of the Town, and fome at the other; fo that 
all parts of that great City, efpecially the out. 
parts, his bufinefs lay in. He difcharged this im. 



244 '^^^^ Engli/It Rogtie : Or, Part 4. 

ployment indifferently well, for his Mafters pro- 
fit, and very well for his own ; for he had power 
if he could not get all, to compound with any of 
the debtors for a part. And although his allow- 
ance, being three fhilHngs in the pound, was con- 
fiderable, yet he much augmented it by the tricks 
he had ; for although he received a Debt of five 
pound or more, he would tell his Mafter, that he 
could get but half; and fometimes, although 
he received all, yet he would keep all to himfelf ; 
and by this means he raifed to himfelf a pretty 
fortune : and thefe tricks were ufual with him, 
efpecially if the people with whom he made this 
profitable Bargain lived remote, or at any con- 
fiderable diftance from his Mafters habitation. 
Among others that he thus compounded with, 
there was an honeft old Blade who lived near the 
Tower, and had run 10 lib, in his Mafter the 
Brewers debt ; and through fome misfortunes that 
liad befallen him, he left that end of the Town, 
and went to dwell as far as St. Jameses near Wejl- 
mhijler\ fome while he had dwelt there without 
being known or inquired after ; and now our 
Clerk being imployed to look after him, among 
others, was upon the hunt to find him : upon a 
ftrift and diligent inquiry, he heard that he 
dwelt at St. Jameses, Wherefore the next time 
his occafions call'd him that way, he there in- 
quired for him ; after much inquiring, he heard 
that the party had lived there, but was removed 
to Clarkeiiwel\ he therefore went thither, and 
there, with as much trouble as before, he again 
heard that he had dwelt there, but he had fome 
time fince removed from thence to Lyme'houfe) 
he made the fame inquiry, and ftill heard of 
another removal to Lambeth\ and I think from 
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thence to two or three places ; but in fine, he 
found him, but it was in Redriff, 

Having found out his Game, he ftrongely 
charged him with the Debt aforefaid, and was 
refolved that as he had taken fo much pains, that 
the poor man fhould pay for it; poor man you 
muft judge him to be, for it was impoffible he 
fhould be rich, that had in feven years made 
fo many removes. The money being demanded, 
poverty was pleaded ; but he was deaf on that 
ear, and was refolved not to lofe his labour. In 
conclufion, the man being honeft, was content to 
pay, and that all too, provided he might have 
time to do it ; to this our Clerk was pretty wil- 
ing, and an agreement was made up, to pay the 
money by half a Crown a week. The man, al- 
though he fometimes miffed, yet when the Clerk 
came and received not the money, he was to 
fpend 4^. and when he did pay, the Clerk agreed 
to fpend 2d, fo that the Clerk feldom or never 
miffed to come and vifit his Debter once every 
week; and the poor man feeing that if he did 
not pay him two (hillings fix pence, it was to his 
dammage 4^. feldom mifs'd him ; and thus in 
time, the Debt was paid, and the Clerk, in his 
Mafters behalf, gave a difcharge. 

But all this while his Mafter the Brewer knew 
nothing of this matter, neither did his man 
intend he fhould ; for as he had taken extra- 
ordinary pains in finding him out, fo he was re- 
folved to have extraordinary gains, and indeed, 
all for himfelf; and thought and judged 
that as he had oftentimes kept all for him- 
felf, fo he might well do fo now ; for he 
believed although his Mafter fhould go to fome 
Cunning-man, or the Devil himfelf, to find this 
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man who had fo often removed his habitation, 
yet he muft loofe his labour ; and it being ufual 
with him when People were not to be found, to 
write in the Margin of the Book where their 
Debts were entred, Non eft inventus ; and when 
they were dead, and there was no poffibility of 
getting anything of them, to write Morttms eft^ 
fo that now he concluded that this fellow >Hras fo 
far from being found, that he might write Sfartu- 
us efty and fo he did in the Book aforeiaid. His 
Mailer had oftentimes looked over the Book, and 
feeing thofe fatal words in the Margin, had paf- 
fed that Debt over, as he had done fevaral others 
with the fame mark. But as the Proverb faith, 
that the Pitcher goes notfo often to the water^ but 
t/iat it cofnes Iwnie broken at loft; fo» although 
this our defperate Clerk had played many of 
thefe pranks, and that without difcovery, yet now 
his time was come, and this bufinefs fhewed him 
in his colours. 

This poor man, who I told you, lately lived at 
Rederiffy had now made another remove, and 
from thence was come again to St Katharines 
(which was near the Brewers habitation) and he 
having been fo honeft as to pay the old Debt, was 
refolved to try if his Credit would ferve for a new: 
wherefore having taken a new Houfe, fitting for 
the Ale-draping-Trade, he went one Morning to 
the Brew-houfe; and having no acquaintance 
there with any body but our defperate Clerk ; he 
inquired for him, but although he was there early, 
he was never the nerer, for the Clerk was gcme 
out; and the old fellow fauntrii^ about the yard, 
at length the Brewer himfelf came out, and fee- 
ing one waiting there, and as he fuppofed about 
bufmefs too, he asked him if he would fpeak with 
any body; the Fellow replyed yes, with his 
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Clerk; which of them, faid the Brewer? Mr. R. 
faid the Fellow; the Brewer telling him that he 
was not within, and asking him if he could not 
do his bufinefs ; yes, if you pleafe Sir, replied the 
Fellow: Well then, what is it, faid the Brewer: 
May it pleafe you, Sir, I am an old Cuftomer, 
faith the Fellow, and have long time dealt with 
you : and although I have been abfent a great 
while, yet I have been honeft, and will be fo ftill ; 
and being come to live near you, I defire you to 
let me have fome more drink: Well Friend, what 
is your name, faid the Brewer : y. B. faid the 
Fellow. How long fince did you deal with me, 
faid the Brewer: Ten years, replyed the Fellow: 
Whereupon the Brewer calling for his Book, 
looked over, and at length found it, but found it 
marked with a Mortutis eft: how now, faid he 
then, is your name J, B. and are you alive. Yes, 
Sir, faid the Fellow, your Clark knows me ; for 
I have paid him truly and honeftly, and not long 
fince he received the laft. 

The Brewer hearing him fay fo, and now dif- 
covering the whole ftory, and his Clerks knavery, 
told the man that he would fend him in fome 
Drink, but withal ordered him to come the next 
morning about 9 a Clock. But before that time, 
about 8, he took his Clerk to task, and pretend- 
ing to look over his Book in general, made feve- 
ral (tops and asked queftions, but more particu- 
larly when he came to this Debt; and he ask- 
ing if he never received any money of him ; No, 
Sir, faid the Clerk, I could never find him ; and 
at length I did hear of him, but Mortuus eft Sir, 
He's dead long fince. Are you fure of it, replyed 
the Brewer: Yes, Sir, faid the Clerk, I am cer- 
tainly fure of it ; what I have writ there is infal- 
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lible: But I doubt it will not prove fo, faid the 
Mailer; and thereupon, feeing the Cuftomer 
come in, he faid, look, fure this is he, or his 
Ghoft. Our Clerk too well knowing the matter, 
and that it was fo apparent, knew not what to 
fay or do, but knowing that he was in a fault, 
and caught too, and being guilty of many more 
fuch tricks, and doubting they would all come 
out, cryed Peccavi, and defired Pardon : but his 
Mafter believing him to be more Knave than he 
yet knew, told him his thoughts, and (withal) 
that he would lay him Jayl. The Clerk hearing 
that lamentable word, told his Mafter he would 
prevent him by drowning himfelf; and there- 
upon the houfe being by the water-fide, he ran 
thither, in order to his refolution. The Brewer 
hearing the Clerks refolution of drowning himfelf, 
and doubting that he might be fo defperate as to 
do fo, fent after him to ftop and hinder him ; for 
he confidered that he fliould not only be fome- 
what guilty of his death, but alfo loofe by it, ior 
he had all his Books and Tallies about him; and 
if he (hould mifcarry, he was not able to prove 
many debts that were owing to him, wherefore 
he not only faved his life, but told him, he for- 
gave him that mifdemeanor, and would not ask 
him any fatisfaflion, whereupon he refted con- 
tented : But this mifcarriage of his was fuch a 
blot in his Scutchion, that he was called Mortu- 
us efty to his dying day. 

But thus as he had over-reached, out-witted, 
or, I may truly fay, Cheated his Mafter the 
Brewer, fo he did, after him deal with his Mif- 
trefs, but after a different manner: for his Mafter 
foon after dying, and leaving a plentiful Eftate, 
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and only a Widow to enjoy it ; (he knowing her 
Clerks abilities were fufficient, and now not 
doubting his honefty, gave him a very large al- 
lowance, and made him chief Clerk, and Over- 
feer of all, he being in this high employment, was 
fomewhat covetous, but more ambitious, and thefe 
two paflions raifed another, which he termed 
Love; and who fhould he be in Love with but 
his Miftrefs : and as he was her Overfeer, fo he 
intended to be her Husband. Before he had 
the confidence to court her, he pretended to the 
Servants and others, that he did fo, and this was 
out of Pollicie to hinder the Courtfhips of all 
others. So that by that time his Miftrefs under- 
flood and knew his pretenfions, all others did 
talk of the time of his Marriage: One, in his fan- 
cie, appointing at fuch a time, and another at 
fuch a time: fo that he letting his Miftrefs know 
his paffion, as he termed it, fhe heard that all her 
Servants, nay, and fome of her Friends talked fo 
freely of it, as if they feemed to allow of it. 

She was much troubled at the boldnefs of her 
Servant, and forbid his profecution of his Suit, 
telling him that he ftiall lofe his labour; but he, 
now he was in, was refolved to go through with 
his bold undertaking, perfevered in it, and ufed 
all the Courtfhips that were ufual on that ac- 
count. It was his place to receive and pay all 
Moneys, fo that all the Servants both men and 
women, came to him for their wages; and he 
giving them a caft in his Office, and ufing them 
courteoufly, they dealt with and for him accor- 
dingly; befides this, he had beftowed fome mo- 
neys and prefents on the Chamber-maid, who 
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had promifed to be at his direflion, and to (land 
his friend in everything; and indeed (he ufed all 
her little Rhetorick in his behalf. 

He being dill refufed by his Miftrefs, was re- 
folved to hazzard all at once, and therefore he 
caufed the Chamber-maid to tell it as a fecret 
that two dayes after that, he was to be married to 
her Miftrefs: All the Servants told it to one ano- 
ther whifperingly, and together they provided a 
noife of Mufick to welcome him up on the next 
Morning : He having thus laid his Plot, and the 
time being come, about five of the Clock of the 
next morning after his pretended Wedding-day, 
by the Chamber-maids connivance he got into 
his Miftreffes Bed-Chamber; and he had not 
ftaid there long, but the Mufick coming under 
the Chamber window, tuned their inftruments, 
and ftruck up a lufty meafure: his Miftrefs be- 
ing awaked at the noife, cried out, and asked, 
what is the matter? He being in his Night-Cap, 
and without a Doublet in his fhirt, drawing the 
Curtains, told her, that the matter fhe ftiould pre- 
sently hear : She feeing him in the chamber, and 
in that pofture, wondring at the occafion, called 
out for the Maid; who although fhe was near 
enough, yet would not hear her; fhe believing that 
fhe was betrai'd, thought to cry out, and began 
to do fo, but could not be heard for the noife of 
the Mufick. By this time the Muficians had 
finifhed their firft tune, and then, as ufual, they 
cryed out, Good Morroiv, Mr, Bride-groom ; 
Good Morrow Mrs,Bride^ Heavens give you joy. 
What Bride, and Bridegroom, do they mean, 
faid the Woman. Why, faid he, they mean us 
two; for it having been ftrongly reported 
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that we were married yefterday, the Mufick are 
come this Morning to play us up, and truly, con- 
tinued he, I was juft now informed of it, and 
hoping it is by your appointment ; and that at 
length you intend it Ihall be fo, I am come to 
try your difpofition : and thereupon he forced a 
Kifs from her ; and faid. Madam, will you be 
pleafed to own this Wedding ? No, faid flie, nor 
you neither : Then I will, faid he ; and thereupon 
the Mufick having now plaid another Leffon, he 
in that pofture threw them out of the window 
four half- Crown-pieces ; and (landing in that 
pofliure for fome time, fhewed himfelf, and fpake 
to the Servants and others that were there affem- 
bled. And now the Mufick having plaid their 
laft Leffon, faluting him with a Thank you Mr, 
Bridegroom^ they departed. He now coming to 
the bed-fide, fat down by his Miftrefs, and told 
her. All her people had fhewed themfelves joyful 
in his fuppofed happinefs, and that therefore he 
hoped fhe would really make him fo, by doing 
that in earned, that all the World thought was 
fo ; and, faid he, do you fay what you will, it 
will be thought that it is fo, and that I have lain 
all this Night in your Chamber. 

She would not anfwer him one word, fo penfiye 
fhe was, in confidering what had hapen'd ; but at 
length fhe told him, that if yet he would obey 
her in any thing, fhe defired him to call her Maid ; 
he who knew that the Maid would not prejudice 
him, foon called her ; and fhe was no fooner 
come into her Miftreffes fight, but fhe cryed out, 
Oh Lord, Miftrefs, how joyful I am ; at what, 
replyed the Miftrefs ; that you and Mr. R, are 
marryed ; why, who tells you fo, faid the Mif- 
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trefs \ All the World, faid the Maid, not only 
our family but all the ftreet know it, and the 
Mufick too thankt you for your liberal rewarding 
them. The Miftrefs hearing that the Maid was 
of this mind, did believe that fhe faid true, and 
that all the Town would ere long be of her 
opinion ; wherefore chiding her Maid for leaving 
the door open, and telling her, that although all 
the world did, or might believe that (he was mar- 
ried, yet fhe could fay, and fwear the contrary, 
for that fhe had been her Bed-fellow that night ; 
and therefore, faid fhe, I expeft that you will ^o 
and undeceive them, and tell them fo. The Maid 
replyed, that although fhe knew what fhe faid was 
true, yet fhe wifhed it were otherwife ; and added, 
that Mr. R. was more fit to be her Bed-fellow than 
Ihe was. Well, well, Goffip, replied the Miftrefs, 
then you mufl appoint me what to do. No, an- 
fwered the Maid, but I only tell you my opinion. 
No more, faid the Miflrefs, and thereupon was a 
great filence between them. But Mr. R. being 
refolved to try her a little further, made a fign to 
the Maid to leave the Chamber ; fhe obey'd him, 
and he then again fell to wooing it with his Mif- 
trefs ; who although fhe gave him no anfwer for 
a long time, yet fhe thought the more and paid 
it with thinking, and confidering the cafe truly as 
it flood in every refpeft, he over-ruled and over- 
came her ; whether he gave her then an eameft 
penny (as he was like enough to do) or no, I know 
not ; but he keeping her company for fome hours, 
and by her confent getting a Coach, he clapt her 
into it ; and going to the next Church, fent for a 
Parfon, and there that was done in eameft, that 
had been fo well prefented in jefl ; and the next 
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night he did lie with her ; and that he might be 
fare to have Witneffes of his being in bed with her, 
feveral of their acquaintance were admitted into 
the Chamber, 

By this device (faid Mrs. Mary) did this Clerk 

get him a Wife, and an Eftate to boot, and that a 

very confiderable one, which he looked after warily 

and carefully ; and as an old Whore-mafter is the 

fittefl perfon to make a Juftice of the Peace, to 

punilh that in others which he by experience 

knows more than ordinary, or for envy that he 

cannot profecute his old courfes. So this Clerk 

having been a finner, and having been guilty of 

cheating his Mafter, was now too cunning to fuffer 

any of his Under-OfRcers to ferve him in the fame 

manner. And he fo well followed this courfe, that 

he became Rich ; and when his wife died, which 

was fome years after, he had fcraped fuch an 

Eftate together, that he was looked upon to be 

one of the moft confiderable perfons in the Parifh. 

His Wife being dead, and he being now an old 

Fox, was refolved to be wary in his fecond choice, 

and to have both pleafure and profit : and not 

having any Children by his old Wife, intended to 

have one that might be in poffibility of bringing 

thofethat might Heir his Eftate. 

He therefore putting himfelf into as youthful a 
habit as he could, woed feveral Maids of good 
birth and Quality ; and in the end, the London 
Laffes not fitting his humour, as being too wan- 
tonly and tenderly bred, and therefore proud and 
chai^eable, he went into the Countrey, where he 
found one, who not being above four and twenty 
years of age, well bred, and one who had 400 lib. 
to her portion, and was fufficiently handfom ; to 
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this Maiden thus qualified, he being now lixty 
years of Age was marryed : flie at firft proved to 
be what he expefted, an obedient and loving 
wife; but in fliort time, underftanding her Huf- 
bands Quality, that he was the chiefeft man in 
the Parifli, and thereby underftanding her own, 
and being vifited by, and vifiting of her Neig^h- 
bours, and feeing their manners and cuflomes, 
their entertainments, habits, houfhold-ftuff and 
other Ornaments for themfelves and houfes, and 
believing that they were below her in Quality, it 
was not long ere (he by their example defired, 
nay demanded the like ; flie would frequently 
tell her Husband, that fhe had been at fuch a 
Neighbours, and there faw fuch and fuch a fuit 
of Curtains and Vallence which were better and 
more in fafliion than hers ; and when by her per- 
fwafions or flattery fhe had obtained the like, 
then fhe complained that the Bed-ftead was an 
old-fafliion'd one, and that muft be changed ; 
next, that (he muft have new Chairs and Stools 
fuitable to the Curtains ; and then (he refted not 
there, until (he had gotten a new fuit of hangings 
fuitable to the Curtains and Stools ; and now fhe 
flopped in her expences that way, but exceeded 
in another; for this new Furniture being had, all 
her Neighbours, Friends, and Acquaintance muft 
be invited, one after another, to her houfe to 
fee what an alteration (he had made, and 
to have their opinions how they liked them. 
And thefe Friends muft be treated with Wine 
and Junckets, and their Opinions being asked, one 
f aid, that indeed all was well, but that theLooJcing- 
glafs (he had was unfuitable, and an old pittiful 
thing, and therefore a new one muft be had ; ano- 
ther found fault with the brafs Andirons in the Chim- 
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ney, and that all that furniture muft be changed ; 
and a third faid, there wanted a handfom Cabinet 
or Cheft of Drawers : and now fhe had the opinion 
of her Neighbours, (he never let her Husband reft, 
night or day, till all thefe things were done as fhe 
defired. The Chamber being thus fet in order, 
the Kitchen was the next thing to be confidered 
of, and there the Pewter firft appeared, and that 
being old-falhioned, and being purchafed at feve- 
ral times, was all differently marked ; wherefore 
all that was changed for other that was of a 
newer fafhion ; and that fhe might be a-la-mode^ 
there muft be no Letter-Marks on it, but on every 
piece there muft be the Coat of Arms of her 
Husband, and hers empaled, engraven on them ; 
and it may be, he being unacquainted with any 
Arms of his own or hers either, muft be at the 
charge to fearch the Heralds-Office for them ; 
and they being found out, (for money rarely mifles 
to make any man fo much a Gentleman as to 
have a Coat) they muft alfo be fairly painted, to 
hang up in the Hall ; and the affairs in the Kit- 
chen not being yet throughly reformed, the good 
old Andirons are changed into a new-fafhion*d 
Range or Grate ; and now all the Pewter being 
new, the ftielves and dreffers muft be new made 
and new painted, as all the Kitchin was likewife. 
Thus did this Woman employ her felf in the day 
time, and at night, he firft giving her a grant that 
ftie ftiould have the thing fhe defired, fhe requited 
him in the beft manner fhe could : and he em- 
ployed himfelf fo well, that fhe was with Child ; 
and in fhort time fhe being confirmed in the 
opinion that fhe was fo, her Stomach was very 
fqueamifh, and fhe muft have Caudles and Cor- 
dials of all forts ; for the making and ordering 
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of which, (he had the advice of an hundred Mid- 
wives, Nurfes, and Goflips ; and then flie longed 
for all things (he faw or heard of, efpecially fuch 
things as were fcarce and coftly, as Cherries and 
Strawberries in March and Aprils when fhe was 
forced to give \2d ox iM ^ piece for them ; but 
when May came, and that they were any thing 
cheaper, (he cared not for them. And next, all 
her bufmefs was in making provifion ag^ainfl: the 
Bantling (hould come to Town ; there muft be 
new Blankets, Beds, Rowlers, Pilches, Clouts, 
Shirts, Head-bands, Biggins, and a world of fuch 
kind of little Utenfils- provided ; and the Cradle 
and Groaning-Chair muft alfo be bought and 
made ready, and the Mantles which had ferved 
his former old Wife were too much out of fafhion 
to be ufed now, (it is well if the beft of them -will 
ferve for an ordinary Blanket) and a new one 
mud be bought, and not one would ferve the 
turn, but feveral there muft be ; one for the 
Chamber, another for to carry the Child abroad 
in, in Summer; anotherwarmer, for the Winter; 
and above all thefe, there muft be one coftly 
one, wherein the Child muft be dreflfed to be 
Chriftned in ; (for it is too mechanical and bafe 
to ufe that of the Midwives) and it may be an- 
other muft be had to fpread upon the Bed. All 
thefe things were provided, and the Clouts and 
other linnen being made, feveral Wa(hers and 
Starchers were employed to wa(h, ftarch, 
rub, flick, pinch, and make up this parcel, which 
muft be laid up in Sweet-Powder in her new 
Cheft oT Drawers. Thefe things being thus pro- 
vided (he had not yet done, but ftill wanted more, 
butefpecially twoorthree Baskets, one whereof be- 
ing of (ine wicker or rods, or elfe of Wire-work and 
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beads ; or elfe wire-work and Cloves, or elfe fome- 
-what that is more fantaftical, and by confequence, 
more coftly, and one of thefe fhehad, and with it 
at leaft20 dozen yards of feveral Colours of penny- 
liibbons to be tied in curious knots about the 
basket. All thefe things the good old man gave 
Money to his Wife to provide ; and thefe pretty 
things together amounted to a great fum. But 
all of them was nothing confiderable to her next 
demand, and that was a Cup-boards-head of Plate; 
fome there was in the houfe, viz, a beer-bowl, a 
Beaker, a Salt, and a dozen of Apoftle Spoons : 
but thefe muft be changed, and others provided ; 
viz. one large Tanckard, two fmaller of an equal 
fize, one Plate, one Sugar-difh, two or three Por- 
ringers, two Caudle-Cups, two dozen of Spoons, 
a couple of Candlefticks, one pair of Snuffers ; 
and fuch a large Inventory of this kind of Ware 
fhe did reckon up, that it troubled her Husband, 
and almoft broke his heart to think how to fatisfic 
the ambitious humour of his Wife ; but knowing 
that there was no quietnefs without, he alfo bought 
and provided all thefe feveral parcels, and upon 
every piece of Plate their Coat of Arms were en- 
graven : If I fhould reckon up all the other things, 
Sugar, Spice, Wine and Sweet-meats to be ufed 
at the crying out ; to which was added Weftpha- 
Ha Hams, Neats-Tongues, Geefe, and fuch kind 
of Vidluals as would toll down the Liquor and 
make the womens tongues run glib ; but above 
all a groaning Cheefe, and then other forts of Pro- 
vifions, as Quilts for the Bed, Sheets, Pillowbeers, 
Cloaks for her felf to fit up in. Pinners, Cloves, 
and a world of fuch kind of trinckets ; I (hould not 
pleafe you, but tire my felf, but the time of her 

S 
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crying out being near at hand. She tired the Mid- 
wife, Nurfe, and Servants, and her Husband too, 
with her continual falfe Alarms. But at length, 
her full time being come, and the Fruit being ripe, 
it muft fall ; and after all this diligence in watch- 
ing and attendance and great Coft and Charges, 
in the Provifion aforefaid. She was delivered of 
one of the worfer fort, a pitiful pifs-kitching pul- 
ing Girl: Although their expeftations wereaJl 
fruftrated, as expefling a Son and Heir, yet it 
could not be, they muft be content ; and the 
woman was well enough fatisfied, as being told 
that when a Boy is bom, the Father is bett^ 
pleafed ; and when a Girl, then the Mother ; and 
She believing this Maxime to be true, hoped that 
it was a good Omen that fhe fliould for the inX^^^ 
prevail over, and command her Husband. 

The Child being bom^ and likely enough to live, iif 
women fell to.andinanhours time eatup^ anddro^^ 
off all this provijum, and then their tongues ran 1^ 
Jo many Mill-Slacks; every one handling, dandhngy 
kiljing and /pending their Verdiil about this Ban^' 
ling. Onefaidy it was as like the Father as ip^ 
hulbeenfpit out of his mouth ; another, that it f^ 
his very Nofe ; a thirds that it was mouth* d like the ^ 
Mother; and a fourth, that it had its Fathers eyes'* 
and thus they all f pent their Verdi£l: andalth(H^ 
they all [pake differently of the Child, yet allw4 
and did conclude that it was very like the fatief- 
He poor man was called up among fi them, and ac- 
cording to cuflom being to kifs all the women, ^ 
tnuch puzled to do it in an orderly manner ; f^J^ 
that wasfinefl, thought her f elf to be befl, ^«^^^7 
forefirft to be faluted ; fhe that^ was eldefiexfecU» 
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the/atne: andaccordingly fevered of them put thent" 
felves /forwards Jo tha$hedid tiotknaw when he had 
done; but at length th^ ail having joyed him of his 
young;' Daughter, they fat down, and then kiffed he 
his nttle one, but dur/i not dofo to his wife without 
the Nur/es leave, leftfhefhotdd exail the ufualfee of 
a pair c^ Gloves : wherefore he feeing that there was 
CItarge enough already^ was refolved to avoid all 
that he could. 

His Tvife, now having a Child mu/i have all fitt- 
ing appendixes and attendants to it; andfhe being 
refolved not to give her felf the trouble of nurfing 
it her felf 9 and being withal too fond of her Baby to 
have it out of her fight, therefore Nurfes were 
fought out, viz. a dry-Nurfe, and a wet-Nurfe; ofte 
to fuckU the Child, and another to wafh the Clouts, 
and rock, and attend it ; befides a third, to attend 
the woman. But although fhe did not refolve to 
fuckle the Child her felf, yet (he had a conJlderabU 
trouble to dry up her Milk ; for fhe was forced to 
have a woman to draw her Breafls firfi, and then 
to ufe Toive, Sage-Poffets, and other things, to dry 
it up. This was her trouble; but her HMsbands 
trouble and Charges were intollerable. There wa^ 
every dayfomething or another wanting; and being 
refolved to manage his affairs himfelf, and receive 
and pay all, had enough to; and it almofi broke his 
lieart to fee how trivially and vainly his money was 
drawn from him upon his wifes account. He now 
wifhed his old Wife alive, or that he had not tried 
the troublefome effects of being married to a young 
woman ; but this repentance came too late, and fee- 
ing he could not help it, he was refolved to bear all 
patiently. 

S2 
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The Child and Wife being' both nozv in a fit con- 
dition, the Child was to be Chrijined; the trouble 0] 
getting or procuring God-Fathers and Gad-Mother^ 
was little trouble to him, for he had too great an ac- 
quaintance to be unprovided ofckoice ofthenu But 
the charge of that Ceremony was 'very chargeable. 
Therewere Glovsfor the Midwife^ JDeputy-Midwiji. 
Nurfes, Servitors, and all his Servants ;^ andfud 
cojily Services for the wonteft, as cojl him many a 
figh to confider of it, A nd this being;- eyver^ his hmtjt 
was every day filled with GoJJtpings^ ivho although 
as is ufual, they brought the meat, yet hefaundthi 
fawce, which was always as chargeable as the reji. 
And he was ufed to fay on thefe occajiems, thot 
although the Guefls brought their OTvn Visuals, yet 
he that laid the Cloth paid thegreateftjkare. T/ien 
was fuch revelling and noife, fuch laughing am 
merry-making, that his fucui wasfo di/ordered, that 
he negleiled and could not keep his accounts in thetf 
ujual method. 

But as all times run on andwill have their peruid, 

fo this time had an end, but his Charge heui none; 

for his wife being able to fit upand appear to kerGcf- 

fips, in thatpoflure She was to be provided with a 

new morning-Gown, and Sattin Cloketo fitupj^! 

and nofooner was that made, but order was gi'v^ 

for a new Tabbee-Gown, and Sattin-Petticoat jot 

her to go abroad in, it being, as they told hiffh ^ 

beggerly bufinefs to permit his wife to wear old 

Clothes at her fitfl going abroad ; and the Exchaftgj^ 

was examined for all the newefl fafhiofi d appuften- ^ 

ances, that in every thing fhe might appear likt ^ 

wife ; and all this they told him, mufl necejfarily ot j 

done for his Credit, A Ithough he knew it was ntor^ 

for hisprofitand Credit too to befumifhed with ►W 
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tags full of ready money to pay people on hisnecejfary 
iccafioftSj yet he was forced to empty foute of them 
in thefe extravagant vanities. A great Feajl being 
tnade on that day moneth that his wife was brought 
to bedy andjhe being then Churched^ and having 
'walked abroad tojhew her f elf in her new Clothes^ 
at night he thought he fhould quietly have gone to 
bed to her, but he was forbidden that by the Nurfe, 
becaufe forfoothy all the groaning-Cheefe was not 
eaten up, but he being willing to put an end to all 
thefe fooleries together ; and hoping this was the 
lafi of t/iem, compounded with her, and fo he had 
admittance. And thus was all this great trouble- 
fom and chargeable bufinefs ended. 

Thus (continued Mrs. Jane) was the charge 
and trouble of this bufinefs over, but the con- 
tinued Charge and trouble that his Wife ftill 
put him to on all occafions did not ceafe, but 
did fo affli6l and torment him, that he often 
wiftied himfelf unmarried. 
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CHAP. XX. 

In Jhort time after the old Mans Wife is with 
thild again, and brought to bed of a Sotty to the 
great charge of the Father. The OldAfans ways 
of getting Moneys and his covetous huTfiour of 
Healing Bricks : heis caught in the nutftneTy and 
mcule to pay for it ; alfo he is forced to wade 
through the water by his Covetoufnefs, The Ex- 
travagancies of the young Son, who being correc- 
ted by his School Majler, in revenge breaks his 
Windows: His Mother locks kim up^ and he cuts 
her Chairs and Stools in pieces^ his Father threatens 
to correil hinty and he pretends to be drozx/ned ; he 
gets Money from his Father ^ rambles andjj^ends 
it; and coming homey his Father again threatning 
him^ he pretends to be hanged. 

WHether our Old Blade was pleafed with his 
Nights lodging with his Wife, I know not, 
but I am fure he was difpleafed with the effe£b 
of that, or fome fuddainly after, for it was not long 
ere his Wife difcovered her felf to be with child 
again ; and then there was not only the fecond 
part to the fame tune, but alfo much more trouble; 
for (he breeding this great Belly worfe than the 
other, was more troiiblefome ; and concluding by 
this difference in her breeding, that now Ihe fhould 
have a different birth, a Son to her Daughter, She 
told the old man that (he was confident of it ; and 
fo indeed it proved ; for at the ufual time fhe wa5 
brought a Bed of a Son but he was a chargeable 
one to the Old man in his birth, and a crofs to 
him all his life after. 
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Much provifion was made to entertain their 
young Heir ; and although the woman was well 
enough provided before, yet now there were ad- 
ditions to every thing, and all the houfe was al- 
tered and turned topfie turvy ; two Rooms beat 
into one, to make a Hall big enough to entertain 
the Guefls the morecommodioufly ; and a fuit of 
Tapefhry- Hangings, and Turky-work Chairs, and 
other Furniture to adorn it ; and (hould I run 
through all the feveral alterations and additions 
that ivere then made, I fhould be as troublefom 
to youy as this woman was to her Husbands Mo- 
ney bags : wherefore I will omit all things of that 
nature to your imaginations, and only tell you in 
general, that this woman was as profufe in her 
expences as fhe could imagine ; fo that her Hus- 
band, after this lying in, did give her an account 
of her expences, and made out clearly to her, that 
Ihe had cod him in alterations in his houfe, and 
thefe two Lyings in, full as much as he had with 
her for Portion ; and therefore he knowing the 
virtue of ready Money, was refolved no| to be 
over-rurd by her any longer, and be led tb thefe 
vain extravagancies. Although his Eflate, and 
profit and gains of his Trade would well enough 
bear with thefe expences, yet he being naturally 
covetous, being now grown old, that Vice was 
encrcafcd, and knowing that now he had two Chil- 
dren to provide for, he fcrap'd up all he could, 
pretending to his wife it was for her and them ; 
fo that now his Purfe was clofe fhut againil all her 
requefts and entreaties ; and not long after a fair 
opportunity of a good Cuftomer happening, he 
fold off all his Stock in Trade, Utenfils,and Houfe; 
and having an eftate large enough for him to 
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manage without Trading, he left of all employ- 
ment, and retired, taking a Houfe a few miles 
off from London ; thither did he carry his Wife 
and Family : and now in this private -way hede- 
figned to fave ; for now there was no occafionof 
feafting and entertaining Friends, as before. The 
wife was now cut off from deceiving the old man 
of his Money, becaufe he feldom kept any in his 
Houfe, leaving that ftill, as it came to hand, at 
his Scriveners in London^ and bringing home no 
more than would ferve to keep houfe : and nov 
all that fhe could handfomly get was by cheating 
him in her Marketting ; for Sie would pretend 
that parcel of meat which coft her ten ihillings, 
did coft her twelve or thirteen, and fo of the reft. 
So that ftie brought the old man to allow her 
fourty Shillings /^r week to keep the Houfe ; and 
then ihe pinched his Guts, and made him look 
out abroad for Vi6hials; at home She would* 
make a neck of Mutton ferve for three dreflings, 
and would give him of the worft : but he made 
his belly amendsbyvifitingof Friends, who treated 
him ; he was one erf the Matters of the Compan/ 
of which he was a freeman ; he was one (rf the 
Mafters of the Parifti, where he had long^ dwelt ; 
1 e was one of the Mafters of one or two Hofpitals; 
and as long-liv'd over-grown rich Citizens ufually 
are fo was he in all thefe places, and many more ; 
fo that there was feldom a week in the year ; and 
fometimes never a day in the week ; but he was 
invited to one of thefe AflemUies ; where he did 
eat at the coft of others, and not only eat, but 
carry away in his Hawking-bag which he wore by 
his fide on purpofe, although he pretended it was 
to carry Papers and writings which he had occa- 
fion to ufe ; and this Hawking bag was feldom 



X^art 4. WiUy Extravagant. 265 

empty; for when he was at any of thefe feafts, or at 
any other Treatment by a friend, he would fluff it full 
of fuch Provant as beft liked him ; and now hav- 
ing the conveniency of carriage, he would alfo 
ileal Knives ; nay, rather then fail, Candles-ends, 
and put them into his Hawking-bag ; and I have 
known that fometimes his Covetoufnefs hath 
carried him further, to (leal quarries of glafs out 
of the windows of the Houfe where he hath been, 
and thereby damage other folks windows to mend 
his own. 

Thefe were the effefts of his Covetoufnefs, but 
he was catch*d in one trick, and made to pay 
foundly for it, and thus it was : His houfe being 
a few miles from London^ he ufually went and 
came every day, fometimes on Horfeback, but 
ufually on foot ; he had occafion for a parcel of 
bricks to build a fmall brick wall, to divide a yard ; 
and feeing in his way between London and home 
that there was a Brick-kiln, and withal that it 
was ufual with people to take one or two, he did 
fo likewife ; and Hill when he went home on foot, 
he would take 2, 3, or 4, and clapping them under 
his Cloak, carry them home. At times he had 
thus carryed home as many as would neer build 
his wall ; but the owner of the Brick-kiln being 
acquainted with his doings, and his covetous in- 
clination, was refolved to catch him, and make 
him pay for it ; wherefore he watched him, and 
catcht him with four bricks under his arm : How 
now ? my friend, faid the Brick-maker, What have 
you gotten under your Cloak? Nothing, nothing, 
replyed our Old Dotard : I muft fee, faid the 
other ; and thereupon threw open his Cloak, and 
difcovered the prize : what do you with thefe 
Bricks ? faid the Owner : and thereupon being 
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refolved what to do, called his Servants, and went 
before a Juftice of Peace with the Old man ; who 
being thus caught, could not deny the fa6l ; but 
the Owner charged him with many thoufand of 
Bricks, which, he faid, he had loft; and fo or- 
dered the matter, that he made our Old man pay 
more than his Brick-wall might have been honeftly 
built for; and thus did his Covetoufnefs bring him 
to Ihame and difgrace ; but he ftill perfevered in 
it, though it were fometimes to his dammage. 

He being one evening going home, and paffing 
by a River, faw two men a fifhing ; he not being 
in hafte, ftepp'd to a fandy-bank that was in the 
River, and flood there fome time to fee them and 
that fo long, that the Tide being come in, he was 
incompaifed with water, and did not perceive it; 
and there he was in great care and fear to come 
out ; he muft not adventure to wade ; but feeing 
a labouring man come by, he cried out to him, 
for Heavens fake to come and help him out, and 
he would reward him very largly,and withal pulled 
out his purfe of money, fhewing him that he was 
furnifhed with that which would recompence him 
for his pains. 

The poor man feeing^ that attraftive Metal, and 
hoping that he might get as much for a fmall job 
as he had gained all the day, he therefore without 
any more ado wades through the water to the 
place were our Old Fellow was ; and being come 
thither, took him in his arms, and carried him 
through the water, and fo fet him down ; he being 
now out of danger, cryed, the Lord blefs you, 
honeft man, I will reward you ; and thereupon 
drawing his Purfe, fumbled in it, turning his money 
over and over, and finding three farthings, gave 
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them to the poor man, telling him, if he could 

have found the fourth he fhould have had 

it ; he all this while flood with his Cap in 

hand, with a God blefs your worfliip ; but being 

deceived in his expeftation, he was refolved 

to be even with the old Dotard, and therefore 

clapping his Cap on his head, he caught hold on 

the old Fellow : and taking him in his Arms, 

ftept into the water, and carried him to, and fet 

him down in the place where he had took him 

up, and there left him ; and being come again 

afhore, faid to the old man, Sir, fmce you are fo 

bountiful in your reward, I thought it fit to earn 

my money by carrying you twice as far as you 

intended ; the Old man called out to him, defiring 

him for all loves to carry him out, but he was 

deaf to all perfwafions, and therefore left him; 

fo that the Old man doubting that he fhould be 

drowned, was enforced to wade through, as he 

faw the fellow had done ; and fo he went home 

dropping dry. 

Thus was he fometimes catch'd, but what he 
loft, or what dammage foever he fuftained, he 
made others to pay for it, efpecially his Debtors, 
for he ftill caufed them to feaft him ; and he was 
not content with what he could eat or drink, but 
he muft carry away, not only in his Hawking- 
bag, but he had another Utenfil, a filver Sucking- 
bottle, and ftill this was filled at other folks charges 
either with Canary or ftrong- Waters ; and this the 
Old fellow drank off as he travelled, or elfe emp- 
tyed out when he came home, keeping it for a 
referve. 

And as he pinched, and fcraped together from 
others, fo his wife did from him, and that fhefaved, 
flie expended or preferred upon her young Son ; 
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who was no fooner come to be eight years of age, 
but he (hewed forth the moll vitious and debauched 
inclination of any youth in the place where he 
dwelt ; and his Mother cockering him, and en- 
couraginghim in his follies, it was not hard to guefs 
at his future deportment; fo that all concluded 
that he would ufethe fork in difperfingandfcatter- 
ing abroad, as well as his Father had ufed the rake 
in gathering and fcraping together; and that he 
would fpend that underthe Divels belly, which his 
Father had gained over the Divels back ; and to 
manage him in his early debaucheries, his Mother 
fupplyed him with Moneys, which was like putting 
a Sword into a Mad-mans hand ; for he employed 
that, to do as much mifchief: by that time he 
came to be ten years of age, his Sifter died ; and 
now he being the only Child, was much humoured 
by his Mother. 

The Father profecuted his ways of getting 
Money by Ufury, and left the whole management 
of the Son to his wife ; neither indeed would flie 
permit him to be under his tuition, or be inftrufled 
by him, left, as fhe faid, he fhould be infefted with 
Covetoufnefs, and other his ill Qualities. He 
being Mafter of Moneys, was thereby Mafter of 
all the Boys that dwelt near him ; and he fpending 
Money on them ftill, had them at his difpofe ; 
and they not being fupplied by their Parents with 
Moneys as he was, would fometimes fteal from 
them to keep him company ; he raifed a whole 
Company of thefe Boys, and became their Cap- 
tain ; and if he had a mind to do any mifchief to 
any other Boys, he could prefently execute it by 
one of thefe. 

He would not go to School to that Mafter that 
once whipped him, neither would his Mother per- 
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mit that her fon, howdefervedly foever, fhould be 
correfted, but ftrait took him away from School ; 
and he rather went not at all to be inftrufted, than 
would admit of any correftion. He being for his 
untowardnefs lafhed by one of his School-mafters, 
went away, and would to be revenged of his Mafter, 
abufe and affront him, and thofe that took his part ; 
the School-mafter hearing of it, caufed a couple of 
the luftieft of his Scholars to catch him, and bring 
him into the School, where he caufed him to be un- 
truffed and horfed, lafhed him foundly, giving him 
School-butter, and then fent him away. This 
affront our young man ftomached exceedingly, 
and was refolved to revenge it ; wherefore he af- 
fembled thofe of his companions who were led to 
affift him in any mifchievous undertaking ; and 
acquainting them with his purpofe, they promifed 
their ready affiftance ; and he not caring, fo it were 
done, how it were done, took up a parcel of ftones, 
and a Cudgel in his hand, and caufing all the reft 
of his Company to do fo too, they advanced to the 
School-Mafters Houfe, where they all at once dif» 
charged a whole volley of ftones againft the win- 
dows, and after that another ; by this time the 
School-Mafterhimfelfwasalarm'd,andlookingout 
ofthe School window, hadlike to have had his Teeth 
beaten out with a ft one ; which however ftiook 
and loofened two or three: The Scholars feeing 
this affront put on their Mafter, all ran down to 
revenge it; and catchingup whatfticks and ftones 
they could firft meet with, began a dangerous 
fight, which continued till the Conftable came to 
part them ; there were feveral on both fides 
wounded, and the School-Mafters windows were 
muchdammaged ; whereforehe knowing who was 
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the Ring-leader of this Rout, had him fecured, and 
carried before the Juftice, where the School-Maf- 
ter made his complaint with reafon enough; but 
our youngs mans Father was fo intimate with the 
Juftice that the poor Scbool-Mafter could have no 
Jufticedonehim; buttheyoungman beingfoundly 
checkt, was fent home to his Mother. His Father 
doubting that thefe exorbitant courfes would be 
dangerous, was refolved to correal his Son, but 
his Mother would not let him come under his dif- 
ciplination, but would undertake to correal him 
her felf : He who had never yet been contradifled 
in any thing that was his will, was very univilling 
now to take any corre£lion ; and although that 
which his Mother intended was but fmall^ yet he 
would not endure it 

All (he did to him was to lock him up in a 
Chamber for two or three days, till ftie could 
humble him; but he was too ftiff now to ftoop to 
her or any Body elfe ; wherefore when he had been 
kept in one whole day, his Mother coming to vifit 
him, ftiefoundhimmoreftubborn than before; and 
he threatned, that if (he kept him in, he would be 
even with her: fhe ventured him the fecond day, 
and came to him again at night, but found no 
amendment, but tokens of a high ftomach fhe 
told him, fhe muft and would break him, he 
faid, fhe could not, nor fhould not; and if fhe 
kept him within any longer, fhe fhould have 
caufe to repent it. She was refolved to try, 
but he was as good as his word ; for getting 
a Knife, he had cut all her fine Chairs and 
Stools to pieces ; fhe feeing this, was paffionately 
angry, and turned him out of the Room, gave 
him over to be correfted by his Father; who 
underftaoding the Mifchief he had done, was re- 
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folved to punifh him feverely, and to that end 
made preparations. The Servants in the houfe 
advifed him to fubmit himfelf to his Father and 
Mother, and ask forgivenefs, and that they would 
undertake all ihould be well c^ain ; but he would 
not yield, but was refolved to take another courfe ; 
wherefore he provided himfelf with neceffaries, 
and thus he did. 

He went to a Pond, about a mile from his 
Fathers Houfe, and putting off his Clothes, went 
into the water, and ftaid there fome time, fo that 
lie was feen and obferved by feveral Boys, who 
were there a wafhing : he out-flaid them all, and 
then dreffed himfelf, and having brought out with 
him two Hats and two pair of Shooes, and Stock- 
ings ; he threw one Hat into the Pond, and left 
one pair of Shooes and Stockings, by the Pond 
fide, and fo went to a Neighbours houfe near 
home, and hid himfelf in a Barn. 

The Father being refolved to fetch him up the 
next morning, expeaed his coming home that 
Night, but to no purpofe, for he came not ; and 
although diligent inquiry was made among the 
Neighbour-hood, yettherewasnonews to be heard 
of him. The Father was troubled, but the Mother 
much more, not knowing what was become of 
him ; early the next morning all the Servants 
were fent out feveral ways to inquire after him ; 
at length, fome of his Companions were met 
withal, who, upon inquiry told them, that they had 
feen him the Evening before, in fuch a Pond ; 
the Servants hearing this, went thither, and there 
they faw the killing fight of the hat, and ihooes, 
and Stockings ; they then concluded, as he in- 
tended they fhould, that he was drowned ; thofe 
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remains of his being, as they thought, but too 
fure Evidence of that fatal truth. They inquired 
no further at prefent, but went home and told 
their Mafter, and Miftrefs, the fad news of their 
Sons misfortune ; he was much dejefled at the 
telling of that difmal Relation, but (he was now 
as one diftrafted, exclaiming againfl her Husband, 
whofe feverity towards her dear Son, fhe faid, 
had been the caufe of this his unhappy Fate : 
her Friends could not comfort her, neif her could 
her Husbands perfwafions work any thing upon 
her, but that fhe would go to the place where 
her Son had perifhed. Her Husband diffwaded 
her againft this, and promifed that he would have 
the Pond fearched, and thereupon gave order to 
employ a couple of Fellows to rake the Pond all 
over, but to no purpofe ; for although they were 
paid for their pains, yet they loft their labour. 

And now the Father finding that the Body of 
his Son was not to be found dead, was in hopes 
that he might yet hear of him alive ; and he en- 
deavoured to perfwade his Wife into this opinion. 

In the mean time our young Gentleman lay 
perdue in the Neighbours Bam ; and being pro- 
vided with fufficient Provant, was as fafe as a 
Thief in a Mill ; and although he was at that 
diftance from home, yet he could hear of the 
diftraftion his Father and Mother were in, for \^ 
was all the News of the place, that Mr. Ks Son 
was drowned, to the great grief of his Father 
and Mother : he was well pleafed to hear that 
they were fo ill pleafed ; and thought now he 
fhould be revenged on them that were refolved 
to be revenged on him ; the confideration of his 
Mothers forrow was great joy to him, and he 
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hoped to reap this benefit that he might for the 
future rule, and reign in his Roguery; hoping 
that his Father and Mother would leave him to 
his own difpofe ; left he fhould hereafter do that 
in earneft, that they would now find in jeft : but 
thinking that they had not as yet fuffered enough 
for what they had made him fuffer, a two days 
imprifonment, whereas he had not loeen wanting 
above one day ; he was therefore refolved to ftay 
there a little longer, but he was foon after dif- 
coyered : for being fomewhat cleanly, and leaving 
his Lodging, to go into the yard to untrufs, one 
of the Family came and faw him ; he would have 
fled, but his Breeches being about his heels hin- 
dred him ; fo that at the exclamation of that party 
who faw him, all the reft of the Family where he 
was hid came out to him ; and feeming joyed to 
fee him, asked him a hundred queftions at once, 
to which he gave them never a word of anfwer ; 
but they minded not his humour much, but being 
joyful of his fafety, now fpake of acquainting his 
Father and Mother therewith ; he knowing they 
would do fo, and that quickly, told them that 
they might do fo ; but withal he defired them to 
enjoy n his Father and Mother both, not to ask 
him any queftions, for if they did, he faid he 
would not anfwer them ; and befides, it was likely 
it would be the worfe for them and him both. 
They hearing what he faid, did not inquire into 
his reafons for what he had faid, but went home 
to his Parents, and told them how it was. At 
this joyful news the Father was well pleafed ; 
but the Mother was fo overjoyed, that fhe could 
not contain her felf from running to the place 
where he was ; and there fhe difcovered the ex- 

T 
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cefs of her joy, by the excefs of her paflion, 
which hurried her on to Extravagancies, in em- 
bracing, and kifling her Gracelefs Son, vrho re- 
ceived her expreflions of Love with much indif- 
ferency and coldnefs : She did not obferve that, 
but took all at the beft ; and being joyed that 
fhe had him in her fight, lead him home. 

The Father being acquainted with his Son's 
Injunction, that he muft not be asked any Quef- 
tions, concluded from thence the true reafon of 
it ; however, he diffembled his knowledge, and, 
to humour his Wife and Son, faid nothing to him, 
but commanded that he ufed no more of thefe 
tricks, and that then all that had paffed already 
fhould be forgotten. The Son gave him the hear- 
ing, but was refolved to take his own fwinge ; 
and by this occafion knowing the extreme love 
his Mother had for him, made very ill ufe of it, 
venturing to do any thing though never fo de- 
bauched. For if his Mother did not give him 
enough, he would fteal it from her, and all 
her locking up from him was to as little purpofe, 
as her Husbands locking up from her; for her 
Son would frequently come at her money ; and 
fhe would as often come at the Old mans : who 
was fo accuftomed to be difpoffeffed of what 
money he had by his wife, that *fometimes the 
Son met with it, and difappointed his Mother ; 
but it was all as one, for that if fhe did get it, it 
was but to beftow on him. 

The Old man feeing that his Locks and Keys 
would not keep his money fecure, found out other 
inventions to hide it, which he did in ordinar}'' 
unfufpefted places, as among the Sea-coals, or 
in fome hole of the Houfe or Garden. But the 
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Son one time met with a purfe of ten pound ; 
and that being too much to be fpent in one day, 
he ftaid out a whole week ; his Mother was now 
diftra6led as before, for his abfence, but the father 
foon miffing his money, and believing that his 
Son had met with it, was fatisfied that he would 
ftay abroad till it was fpent, and fo he did ; for 
at the weeks end he came home as confidently, 
as if he had done no harm. Although his Mother, 
out of joy for the return of her Prodigal, was well 
enough fatisfied with his theft, yet the Old man 
once more was refolved to correft him : and 
therefore getting him up into a Garret, locked 
him up till fuch time as he might prepare him- 
felf for the Correction he intended. This young 
Extravagant being thus incarcerated, fet his wits 
at work how to get out ; at length he found a 
Gutter-window, and faw that he might get out to 
the top of the Houfe ; this he refolved to do, but 
withal he intended once again to put his Mother 
to the fright ; and thereupon fearching the Garret, 
he found all forts of materials and utenfils fit for 
his defign ; he firft took an old Doublet and 
Breeches, and (luffed them full of rags, draw, and 
fuch rubbifh as he could find, and then he took 
fhooes and ftockings and fluffed the (lockings full 
of bran ; and making fomewhat like a head, he 
put his hat on it ; and putting the Coat he wore 
over all this, he put a rope about the neck of this 
Scare-crow, and fo hanged it on one of the beams 
in the Garret ; when he had put his matters in 
this order, he fat down, and being well pleafed at 
his own invention, laughed as heartily now as he 
knew his Mother would cry when (he came to 
fee it ; and having thus bellowed this Scar-crow, 
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he got out to the top of the houfe, and fat there 
perdue^ expefting the event 

His Father being provided with all things necef- 
fary for the correftion he intended him, mounted 
-up flairs, and with him a Neighbour whom he 
had called to his afllftance ; and being come to 
the Garret-door, and having opened it, he cried 
out, where are you. Sirrah, that I may correal 
you : there was no anfwer, nor Son to be feen, 
(as he expefted) walking ; but it was not long 
ere he faw him, as he fuppofed, hanging between 
Heaven and Earth. 

Although the Old man came with a refolution 
to chaftife his Son, yet he at this killing fpeftacle 
fell down, and appeared more dead than alive ; 
and the man who accompanied him, feeing the 
Son, as he fuppofed, hanging quite dead, and 
the Father in little better condition, he ran down 
and allarm*d the houfe with this deadly news. 

The Mother, although (he was ready to fall 
down dead with grief, yet her diftraftion hurried 
her to the place of her Sons fuppofed execution, 
that fhe might dye there ; by fuch time as fhe 
was come thither, the Father was come to him- 
felf, but was almoft killed again with the bitter 
words (he gave him, telling him, he was her Sons 
murderer, calling him wretched old Rogue, and 
ufing terms the moft vile and outragious fhe 
could imagine ; and then fhe fell into a violent 
fit of crying, and tearing her cloathes and hair, fo 
that fhe feemed quite diftrafted : her Son heard 
all this, and laugh'd at the conceit that his pro- 
je<5l had fo well taken ; and the Mother, now in 
another fit, arifing, went to catch hold of her Sons 
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body, which (he fuppofed was hanging ; but when 
flie came to it, thinking to grafp it, it being light, 
flew from her at the firft touch, and the hat fall- 
ing off, it was foon difcovered what it was. 

All prefent were amazed at the contrivance : 
but the Mother ftill continued crying out, if this 
be not, where then is my Son ? At this all fought 
about the room ; and at length one looking out 
at a Garret- window, faw him fit on the Houfe- 
top ; his mother was foon acquainted with this 
pleafant news ; to which flie foon replyed. Oh, 
bring him in : but he hearing her, replyed, that 
if his Father did not go down and leave threat- 
ning of him, he would throw himfelf from the 
houfe-top, and kill himfelf in earned : the Father 
thinking that the defperate humour might take 
him, was forced to be content ; and fo our young 
man defcended the houfe, and came in at the 
window, to the great joy of his forrowful Mother. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

Our young Extravagant Cheats his Father of more 
money by receiving Rent ; which beifig- /pent^ ht 
returned home ; and his Mother refujing^ to give 
him what money he defiredyjhe being on Horje- 
back behind him^ he threatens to throTv her into 
the water y and fo he obtains it of her The Old 
man diesy and he profecutes his extra'vagancies 
upon WatermetiyCoach-menandapoor I^tidding; 
he alfo puts a trick upon a Barber; and plays a 
fine freack at a Coffee-houfe ; and being P^oetical, 
makes Verfes on Canary, 

BY this Projeft our young man efcaped the 
correftion his Father intended him ; and 
not only fo, but his Mother now looking on him, 
as one twice rifen from the dead, was fo foolifhly 
fond, as to hug and embrace him ; all this he 
took in good part, as knowing this fond humour 
of his Mothers would turn to his advantage ; for 
he having now put her twice to this fright, (he 
was fearful that the third time would prove fatal 
in earned ; wherefore flie now fupplied him with 
Moneys to excefs ; and he fpent it as Prodigally, 
as he came by it lightly. But the good old man 
keeping her Ihort, her (lock was not large enough 
to fupply him in all his exceffes, and then the Old 
man led a weary life with his wife, till fhe pro- 
cured him to give her Son, who was now fifteen 
years of age, a certain allowance : he demanded 
fifty pound a year, befides his Diet; but this the 
old man faid was unreafonable ; and he alledged, 
it would be more to the profit of his Son, and 
himfelf both, to put him out to be an Apprentice 
to a good Trade ; but neither the Mother nor 
Son would give any hearing to this Propofition ; 
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but in anfwer to it the Mother faid what, and 
have I but one Child, and muft he be made a 
Servant ? I fcorn it ; fure you intend to malce 
fpmebody elfe your Heir, fome Baftards that you 
liave abroad, or elfe you would not offer to defire 
or think that your only Son and Heir fhould be 
an Apprentice and make clean Shooes, and fweep 
the Stret-doors ; have I bred him up to this ? 
Thus did the Woman anfwer her Husband, and 
fo put him by from ever making any more fuch 
offers ; and flie alledging that her Son was now 
man enough to manage an Eftate of five hundred 
pound per aunum ; and that therefore his Father 
might do well to intruft him with fifty pound /^r 
annum ; but he ftill alledging it was too much, 
and it would fpoil him ; at laft, after a long con- 
teft, forty pound per annum was agreed on : The 
Old man now intending thus much for his Son, 
gave him two Acquittances to go to two of his 
Tenants to receive five pound a piece of them, it 
being their last Quarters Rent. 

The young man fuppofing himfelf a Landlord, 
went among the Tenants, and intending to out- 
wit his Father, managed his Affairs accordingly ; 
wherefore when he came to the place where fome 
of his Fathers Tenants dwelt, he went to a two 
Pot-houfe, and fent for three or four of them 
which he beft knew, and telling them that his 
Father had ordered him to receive that Quarters 
Rent, withal produced the two Acquittances he 
had ; thefe two paid him prefently, and the reft 
did fo likewife, he telling them that he had left 
their Acquittances under his Fathers own hand 
at home ; but that he would give them Acquit- 
tances with his hand to his Fathers ufe, which 
would do as well. This excufe went as current, 
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and the Tenents were well pleafed to pay their 
money to him, and thereby hoped to ing^ratiate 
themfelves with their young Landlord ; and thus 
he received twenty pound, inflead of the ten 
pound intended ; and had received more of the 
other Tenants, if his Father, fufpefting- fonne fuch 
matter, had not gone, and by his prefence pre- 
vented it. 

There he foon found what his Son had done ; 
which however turned fomewhat to his advan- 
tage : for all the Tenants hearing their young 
Landlord had been there, and expefting- Iiim to 
come again fuddenly had provided all the rent, 
hoping by that means to gain his good opinion, 
and a Treatment to boot, as the reft had done : 
fo that now the Old man received all the rent at 
his firft coming, whereas he was wont to come 
half a dozen times. And now having received 
his rents, he went home to his Wife, telling her, 
how their Son had ferved him ; to which fhe re- 
plyed, that it was no matter, for to her know* 
ledge he was bare, and quite out of moneys 
before, and that this would ftock him. And now 
fhe having gained an allowance for her Son, flie 
never left her Husband, till he increafed her own, 
and gave her money to buy her fome Clothes, as 
fhe pretended ; and all this was to lay up for her 
unlucky-Bird, who, as his Father faid, ftaid out 
till all was fpent ; and that was within fo many 
days as he had pounds : and he being rid of his 
money returned home to pillage his Mother. He 
had made no fpare of his Money fo long as it 
lafted, in hopes to receive more of his Fathers 
Tenants ; but he came thither too late, his Father 
having been there before him ; fo that being dif- 
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appointed, he came home, and very quietly he 
demeaned himfelf for fome time. 

But the humour of rambling again poffeffing 
him, he courted his Mother for Money, fhe gave 
him fome, but it was but fparingly, and he fto- 
mached it, becaufe he had no more. A few days 
after, his Mother v/as to ride to Londotty to lay 
out fome Moneys in neceffaries ; and fhe being 
defirous of his Company, caufed him to ride be- 
fore her ; they being thus mounted together, put 
on very handfomly, till being come about half 
ivay, he guided the Horfe into a Pond ; fhe won- 
dring, asked him his reafon ; he told her, only to 
water the Horfe ; but when the Horfe was now 
in as far, and as deep as he could go, he fhewed 
her another reafon, told her another tale, and de- 
fired her to give him fome money, fhe replyed, 
fhe had none for him ; he anfwered that he knew 
fhe had money about her, and therefore he mufl 
and would have fome ; fhe faid fhe had no more 
but what fhe was to lay out, and if fhe gave him 
any fhe mufl lofe her Journey ; he cared not for 
that, but told her, that if fhe did not give him 
fome Money, he would throw her into the Pond, 
and thereby enforce her to lofe her Journey ; 
and he fwore to it, that he would do it. She 
doubting that he would be as good as his word, 
was forced to compound the matter with him, 
and of five pounds, which fhe had about her, fhe 
hardly compounded with him for fifty Shillings ; 
which he would not take her word for, but fhe 
was forced there, as fhe was on Horfe-back, to 
deliver it to him, and then he rode on, but 
although fhe had her Sons Company to London^ 
and paid fo dear for it, yet fhe was forced to go 
home without him, he being there engaged upon 
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the Ramble for fo long as that money would laft, 
and then home he came again ; and this trick 
he would ferve her as often as he wanted money, 
and could get her on Horfe-back behind him ; 
and as he gained, and filched from her, fo flie did 
the fame from the Old man and all little enough 
to maintain her Prodigal Sons extravagances, 
and this was the courfe of life they all led. 

The young man he fpent largely, and pinched 
all he could from his Mother ; fhe cheated her 
Husband egregioufly to fupply his Prodigality; 
and the old man he fcrewed all he could gti, 
moft fhamefuUy and penurioufly, out of his 
Tenants, and Debtors, to fupply them both. 
Thefe were his Tormentors, that ftill kept him 
in perplexity ; and in the end, what with Ag^ 
and grief at their mifcarriages he dyed, leaving 
all behind him to their difpofing. 

The Son was joyful, neither was the Mother 
difcontented ; and the Old man had at his death, 
made as prudent a Will as he could devife : iot 
knowing that what he gave to the Mother, he 
gave to the Son ; he dividing his Eftate into 
three parts, gave two to her, and one to him; hoping 
by fuch time as he fhouldhave fpent one third part, 
he might take up, and be wifer ; and then his Mo- 
ther would be fit to give him another portion. 

As foon as the old man was dead, order was 
taken for his Burial, which was by the Mother 
and Sons appointment fplendid enough; but 
although the Son attended his Fathers Corps to 
the Grave, yet the Mother would not, as pre- 
tending to be ill, and withal, that it was a thing 
not in fafhion ; under this pretence fhe flaid at 
home : but there was a greater and more urgent 
caufe ; for fhe had a lufty Suitor who attended 
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her, and him fhe kept Company withal. The 
Son faw his Fathers Corps put into the ground, 
and was fo wretched, as to command the Grave- 
maker to put him deep enough left he fhould rife 
again ; and now feeing his Fathers Body faft 
enough, he went a Rambling, and that very night 
was taken in the Watch at his return home ; but 
being known, he was paffed the Watch, and 
coming home heard how his Mother had beftowed 
her time in his abfence ; this raifed fome doubts 
and fcruples in his mind, doubting, that fhe 
might, and would marry and then defeat him of 
his expeftations ; wherefore, although he was 
not yet twenty years of Age, yet he defired his 
Portion, but that could not be ; however fuch 
courfe was taken by fome of his Fathers Friends, 
that his Portion was fecured for him ; and in 
the mean time it was agreed, that he fhould have 
a confiderable allowance. But all this did not 
pleafe him : for although what was allowed him, 
was fufficient to maintain him handfomly, yet he 
fpent three times as much, and ran into every 
Bodies fcore that would truft him ; he was foon 
aweary of his Mourning Apparel, and therefore 
in few Months threw that off, and a Suit that 
coft fifty pounds was provided ; in this he did 
vaunt it, and Rant it about the Town, and all 
the loofe Fellows of no Fortune were his hangers 
on, or Companions. He fpun away the time of 
his Non-age with all impatience ; but when the 
happy, and long-wifhed-for-day came, he was 
the joyfulleft man alive. By that time his Mo- 
ther was married to the Suitor who had put in 
fo early ; but being cunning (as moft Widows 
are) fhe had referved her Sons Eftate entire, and 
not only fo, but a confiderable part of her own ; 
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fo that her Husband had not above one third 
part of the whole And now her Son without 
any controul, demanded, and received his full 
Portion ; many hard words pafled between Mo- 
ther and Son on that account, fo that they fell 
out in earned ; and he taking what was his due, 
gave her the good buy. 

And now was the time come that he took his 
full fwinge in all manner of voluptuoufnefs and 
debauchery. Taverns were the beft places he fre- 
quented, as having fomewhat for his money : But 
that expence was not deep enough ; he hunted out 
and frequented all Houfes of good fellowfhip. 

All the moft eminent Bona Robds about the 
Town were of his acquaintance ; and he was not 
content to have their Company in common, but 
fearching out thofe that beft pleafed him, he 
took them from their Publick Employment, and 
kept them for his own private pleafures, difpofing 
them in feveral places, as he had occafion to ufe 
them ; and commonly keeping three or four of 
thefe at Livery ; and, which was worfe than all 
this, that he might put the fooner difpatch to his 
Eftate, he frequented Ordinaries, and Gaming 
Houfes and there fuffered himfelf to be cheated 
to fome purpofe. 

The Mother hearing of thefe his exorbitant 
extravagancies, went, and fent to him (for he 
would not come to her) to diflwade him from 
thefe courfes ; but inftead of that, he returned 
wild and extravagant anfwers, upbraiding her 
with her fenfuality in her fecond Marryage ; and 
exprefled himfelf fo rudely on that account that 
I am afhamed to repeat it 

I will relate fome particulars of extravagancies, 
becaufe it exceeds all that I have heard of. He 
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went one time to the Temple-ftairs, and perceiv- 
ing a great many Water-men, both Oars and 
Scullers, attending for Fares, but more efpecially 
for the Lawyers of that place, to carry them to 
Wejlminjler, it being Term-time ; and being re- 
folved on a froUick, to difappoint them, he hired 
all of them, to carry him, and two or three of 
his Companions, to the Old Swan ; fo that when 
the Lawyers came to take Boat, there was none 
for them ; and they were forced to beat upon 
the hoof, or be at the charge of Coaches. 

Another time, he being importuned by Water- 
men, who ufually clutter about a Fare, ftriving 
who (hall earn the money ; and only having 
occafion to crofs the Water, he hired four of 
them to tranfport him juft over, and gave them 
fix pence a piece for their pains ; and then they 
wanting other employment, he told them, that if 
they would fight with one another, he would give 
them fix pence a piece more ; and he, to invite them 
to it, caufed them to quarrel with one another, 
and fo to it they fell luftily ; he (landing by, and 
laughing at them. 

Thus did he ufe the Water-men ; and he was 
extravagant with the Coach-men ; for fometimes, 
although he valued not his Money, yet he would 
in a frollick, get out of the Coach, and leave 
them in the hurry to look their pay-mafter ; but 
if they knew, and met with him again, and de- 
manded it handfomly, he would pay them double. 

He met with one Coach-man, a furly, dogged 
fellow, and he ferved him accordingly ; for he 
had been hurrying about, from one place to an- 
other, to find out Company, all that Afternoon ; 
and at night he demanded of the Coachman 
what he mu(l have ; he replyed, eight (hillings, 
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which was too much by three (hillings ; and he 
not being in the humour to part with his money 
fo (lightly, and being withal very well acquainted 
with the prices of Hackney-Coach-men, he, for 
that time, refufed to give him his demands ; and 
the fellow began to be furly, peremptory, and 
fawcy ; fo that he had a great mind to have 
beaten him : but feeing he was a rugged fellow, 
he would not venture on that Revenge, but be- 
thought himfelf of another ; which he thus efTetSed. 
Well, replyed he to the Coach-man, I will 
content you, before we part ; but now I think on 
it, I muft go a little further, to fuch a place, 
naming it. The Coach-man was content; 
and thereupon, he and his Servant went 
into the Coach; it was now dark, it being 
Winter ; and he had the better conveniency of 
executing his projeft ; which he did thus. He 
drew out his Knife, and he, and his Man together 
did cut all the leather round on the back of the 
Coach, leaving it hanging by the top ; and by 
this time being come to the place he appointed, 
he was there fet down, and gave the Coach-man 
his hire ; who not perceiving the dammage done 
to his Coach, departed ; and our Gallant drink- 
ing a quart of Wine, and calling for another 
Coach, was carried home. 

The next day, the Coach-man, after much in- 
quiry, found out our Gentleman's Quarters ; and 
waiting his coming out, told him, that he had 
done him forty (hillings worth of datumage 
in cutting the Leather of his Coach ; he de- 
nied the faft, and bid him prove it : the other 
told him, that he would take his oath of it be- 
fore any Juftice of the Peace ; and if (faid he) 
you will not give me fatisfaftion, I will have you 
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before a Juftice, and he will compel you to do it. 
Our Gentleman hearing him talk fo of the Juftice, 
was refolved to frighten the Fellow, and out-wit 
him ; and therefore he replyed. Nay, then, if you 
talk of a Juftice, you were beft have a care of 
your felf, how you come there, left I have you 
fent to New-gate. For what ? replied the Coach- 
man. You need not make fo ftrange of it, re- 
plyed our Gallant , you believe no body faw you 
yefterday what you did in the field near Putney, 
where you carried me ? Why, what did I do ? 
replyed the Coach-man. Why, you buggered a 
Sow there, replyed our Gentleman. Oh Lord ! 
faid the Coach-man. And oh Lady too! faid 
our Gentleman, it is too true, and you will find 
it fo to your coft; both my felf, and my man faw 
it, and will take our Oaths of it if we go before 
the Juftice. Our Gallants man hearing what his 
Mailer had faid, juftified and averred the truth 
with an Oath ; which put the poor Coach-man 
into fuch a dump, that he went away with a flea 
in his ear, and durft not infift upon our Gentle- 
mans payment for the dammage done to his 
Coach. This was the courfe our extravagant 
took ; thefe were the tricks he plaid ; and in ge- 
neral, there was no manner of mifchief but he 
put in praftice; and he fo much prided, and glo- 
ried in doing fo, that although it were well known 
he was wicked enough, yet he would not talk and 
boaft of more than he had done ; and there 
was no particular debauched aftion, or extrava- 
gancy done in London, but he would boaft him- 
felf to be the Author of it, and imitate it to his 
power. He had obferved, that a poor woman fat 
at one of the City-Gates, and fold hot pudding 
by the pound ; he had a crotchet came in his 
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Crown, to put a trick upon this Woman; and 
therefore having a Companion with him, he ac- 
quainted him with his intent, and defired his 
affiftance. He who kept him Company was as 
ready as his Worfhip for any mifchief ; and there- 
fore together they came to this poor woman, who 
was newly come with her pudding piping hot from 
the Bake-houfe, and demanded the price ; fhe told 
them four pence a pound : he agreed to the price, 
and fhe weighed out a pound : (he had asked him 
what he would do with it? for fhe, feeing his 
gaudy Clothes, and partly knowing him, faid, 
that he would not eat it. H^ replied, it was no 
matter to her what he did with it, fo long as fhe 
was paid for it She knowing he had faid true, 
delivered it to him in ahandkerchif He having 
the pudding, drew out a fix pence, and throwing 
it on the ground, bid her take it up. She ftoop- 
ing fo to do, his Companion turned up her Coats, 
and he clapt the hot pudding to her naked pof- 
teriors. The woman, feeling it hot, cryed out 
amain ; but he flill held it there, and preflfed it 
hard upon her, whereupon fhe leapt away from 
them ; and being fenfible that fhe was fcalded, 
fhe ran to the kennel, and taking up her coats, 
clapt her bare buttocks in the dirt, to cool and 
afTwage the heat, whilfl our Extravagant, and his 
Companion marched off. 

The woman was fo paid off, that fhe could not 
follow her employment ; and acquainting her Hus- 
band with the matter, and the party who; he, 
the next day, found him out, and demanded 
fatisfaftion for the dammage he had done to his 
Wife. Our young man difowned the faft, and 
refufed all fatisfaftion : but the Good man was 
fure enough that it was he ; for by this time he 
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had (according to his ufual cuftom) bragged of 
this, exploit fo that the man being in earned, and 
telling him, that if he would not pay for the 
Cure, and the dammage he fuftained by his wives 
negleft of her bufmefs, that he would arreft him, 
and compel him by Law. He therefore in a hu- 
mour gave the man twenty fhillings, and fo 
ended this froUick of the Pudding-woman. 

There hardly pafTed a day, but he was guilty 
of fome frollick or other; and if he had the hu- 
mour of doing, he would go through with it, 
though it coft his pockets neyer fo dear : Some 
of his froUicks were fomewhat more harmlefs, but 
altogether as comical and pleafant. If he had 
heard of any frollicks, though never fo extrava- 
gant and old, he would attempt to do the like ; 
and many fuch he did only in imitation and to 
renew the difcourfe of them. As for example : 
he was ufed to have the Barber, for the moft 
part, to come to him ; and although he had no 
beard (for he was never known to have above 
five hairs on one fide of his face, and feven on 
the other) yet he was ufually fhaved every day. 
But one day he went to a Barbers to be trim'd, 
and fitting down in the Chair, the Barber fell to 
his work. He intended to have fome frollick 
with this Barber ; and the Barber gave him a 
very good occafion and opportunity : for the Bar- 
ber having occafion to make water, and being 
fomewhat lazy, pifTed about his (hop. Our Gal- 
lant asked his reafon ; and told him, it was a 
nafty trick. To which the Barber pleaded, for 
excufe, that it was no great matter, for he was to 
leave the (hop in a weeks time, and to remove to 
another, and therefore it would not annoy him 
much. This aftion, and anfwer, fell out for our 

U 
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Gallant, as fit as pudding for a Friers-mouth ; 
and therefore he was refolved to profecute his in- 
tended projefl ; and he did fo tickle himfelf with 
laughing at the conceit he intended, that the 
Barber could hardly (have him, without indan- 
gering the cutting of his Throat or Chaps. 

But that was done in time, and our Gentleman 
was delivered from the imprifonment of the 
Chair, when in the profecution of his intended 
Projeft, he asked Cutbert whether he had any 
forts of fweet powder? He (hewed him what he 
had bdow, and that not pleafing him, he went 
up flairs to fetch more: no fooner did he mount 
up the ftairs, but down went our Gallants bree- 
ches, and there in the middle of the Shop, he 
laid the biggeft load he could exonerate himfelf 
of. He made all the hade he could, and juft as 
the Barber defcended down ftairs, up went his 
Breeches. The Barber, although he had fweet 
Powder in his hand, yet he could not only fmell, 
but fee that there was fomewhat in the Shop that 
was not fo fweet to the fcent, nor pleafant to the 
fight; wherefore he alfo asked his Cuftomer his 
Reafon for fo doing.? He replied, he had the 
very fame reafon for disburthening himfelf, as be 
had; for faid he, I am to leave the (hop prefently, 
and it will not annoy me much. The Barber 
feeing that he was beaten at his own weapon, 
made no reply, but was forced to be content ; 
and our Gallant left the Shop and the Barber ; 
to go among his Companions, to boaft of this 
witty exploit. This was talk enough for him for 
fome days. But he ftiU ftudied, by fuch time as 
one was ftale, to projeft and execute another ; 
and it was not long after ef e he met with one al- 
together as extravagant, and much like the other. 
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Although he was a great Drinker, yet he did 
fight cunningly, and would not let one drop of 
Wine go down his belly in the morning, nor 
hardly admit of any mornings-draught though 
never fo moderate ; forbearing all drinking, till 
the affairs of the Gut, the eating were over ; and 
then, as he ufed to fay, it would do your heart 
good to fee him take off his Liquor, efpecially 
Sack, which was his chiefeft delight; and he 
would bear it very luftily, and with the help of a 
Coach get to his Lodging in very good order. 

But one time he had miffed and omitted this 
cuftom, and drank all day without eating, fo 
that the next morning his belly and head were 
both filled with airy humours, his belly asked and 
croaked, and his head was giddy, wanting fettle- 
ment ; wherefore, fome Friends who came to vifit 
him, advifed him to drink fome Coffee; he believ- 
ing that in regard it was to be drunk hot, that it 
might heat his Guts, and qualifie his brain went 
to a Coffee-\ioyi{^ with them ; where being fat 
down, and having put two warm difhes full into 
his Guts, it made him break wind forwards and 
backwards both ; at which unufual noife among 
fo many people as were there together, he was 
more than ufually flared at; he minded not 
their ftaring, but continued in drinking^; and 
withal obferved the feveral poftures ufed in drink- 
ing their Coffee \ fome he faw laid their Nofe, 
fome their eyes, nay, and fome their ears to the 
Coffee-dS^, to let the fmoak, or fume of the Coffee 
aficend ; at this unufual fight he asked the reafon 
of it ; and it was generally replyed, that it was 
an excellent remedy againft the Cold which they 
had gotten in thofe parts ; he hearing them fay 
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fo, had an extravagant humour come into his 
brain ; and I dare fay, if the Company would 
have given him twenty pound, he would not have 
forbom the execution of it ; but thus proceeded: 
He called for the largeft Difh of Coffee in the 
houfe ; it being filled, he fet it in the middle of 
the Coffee-Ti^vcL, and letting down his Breeches, 
he turned up his fhirt, and placed his Bum juft 
over the Coffee-di^, All the Company wondring 
and laughing at this Extravagancie ; he cryed 
out. Nay, Gentlemen, you need not laugh fo hard, 
for I do no otherwife Aen you have direfled me, 
for you all fay Coffee is good for a Cold, and to 
your knowledg my Podea had gotten a Cold, for 
it coughed fince I came in hither ; and therefore 
do but as I was directed, to let the fumes of the 
Coffee afend to the place affefted. Having now 
had his froUick, he put up his Breeches, and fitting 
down among the Company, gave them all occa- 
fion to exercife their eyes in flaring on him ; and 
he again entertained them with fuch fantaftical 
difcourfe, as made them believe that he was more 
Knave than Fool, and enough of both. 

You may judge by this (faid Mrs. Mary) of the 
refl of his Extravagancies ; and this was the dayly 
exercife of his wit, which (as you may underfland) 
was not barren in inventing all manner of de- 
baucheries ; and indeed, had he had fomewhat 
to exercife his wit on that which was ingenuous 
or good, he mufl have been fuccesful enough, for 
he had a flrong memory, for he retained all he 
read, he never forgot the leafl, or flightefl flory 
that he had once read over : he read but little, 
and that was of the pleafantefl fort of reading, 
books of Knight-Errantry ; and of them he knew 
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all, and could relate all the ' ftories, from Tom 
Thumb to Amadis de Gaule, and the Mirrour of 
Knight-hood. All the Pahnerins, and Primaleons^ 
lie knew as well as if he had gon to School with 
them ; he knew the Father, Son, and Grandfather ; 
and frequented Bookfellers Shops only to inquire 
for more parts of thofe Hiftories. Don Bellianis 
of Greece was a brave Knight with him ; and he 
was wont to fay, that it was great pity that fome 
Ingenuous Pen did not prolecute the adventure 
of that honour of Chivalry in a fecond part : he 
was intended to have done it himfelf, if he could 
but have fpared fo much time. From this Hif- 
tory he proceeded to Cajfandra and Cleopatra; 
but thofe Herds and Ladies were of too drift 
and virtuous an inclination for his converfe : the 
loofe Galaor, Brother to St. Amadis^ was a man 
for his Money, being one who was a general lover 
of all Ladies. He had alfo read over Orlando 
Furiofo in verfe ; and was very much in love with 
mine Hofts Tale to Rodamantj of the loofnefs of 
Women ; this he commended above any thing in 
the book ; and in all his readings he imitated the 
Spider, and not the Bee, in fucking the Poifon, 
not the Honey from them. By means of this 
converfe with Poetical books, he was fo much in- 
fefted with Poetry, that he could verfifie and 
ryme indifferently ; and being in love with Ca- 
nary, he beftowed fome time in compofmg thefe 
Verfes on that Divine Liquor. 
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An Encomium on Canary. 

THou glory of tkis gloriotis Nation, 
Spains beft Child, lier Pride, her Reputation', 
Her India, her Peru, her bell Weath; 
Thau art FortuneyPleafure, Riches, Healthy 
Companioft to tlie Worthies, giving birth. 
To Heftor Valour, and to Caefar Mirth : 
Nay, and fometifnesfole Commander 
Of the Worlds All-cofnmanding Alexander. 
Ye Mufes guide unto tliepleafant Spring, 

Where you incfianting fit, and chanting fing 
Such Roundelays, that tJiofe which do draiv near. 
Are no more fed by th eye, but by the ear, 
Tliere is no Mu/ick, nought that cheers the hearty 
If Don Cafiary does not bear his part, 

Gctzing Afironomers had never found 
How the great Axle of the World wheels round 
Had they not tafted Sack : 'tis Sack's the eye 
Offolid Logick, and Philofophy, 
Nay, be you ne'refoflrongly grounded. 
If you contend with Sack, you' I be confounded. 

Your Leanid Phyfitians, famous for their skilly 
Give Drugs to otfiers whom they mean to kill ; 
But mark them whofopleafe, in hugger-mugger. 
They cure themf elves meerly with Sack and Sugar. 
S/wuld we to former Ages but look back. 

There you fhould find the flrange effeils of Sack : 
Shall I afcend to Jove, the Heavens Prote£lor\ 

What is that drink calld by the Poets, NeSarf 

Was't not Canary ? yes, there's nothing truer. 
For all men know, that Bacchus was his Brewer: 

Who by Canary, as its poetis'd. 
Became a God, and was Immortalli^ d. 
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CHAP. XXIL 

Our Extravagant ufes Jirange wayes to raije 
moneys; which being got in, he takes a journey 
into the Countrey, marries^ and returns ; meets 
'with one of his Companions ^ who laid a wager 
about their Footmens drinking: he being in- 

' deb ted to our Extravagant^ and not in a capacity 
to pay him till his Fathers death ; he projeSls a 
way to kiU the Father ; and not come within the 
compafs of the Law ; he undertakes and per^ 

forms it. This Extravagant' s anfwer to his 
Mother ; and his getting a fuit of Clothes of a 

Jirange Taylor, He cheats at the water-fide, and 
cheats Gentlemen of feveral Cloakes, which he 

fells to a Broker y who upon fome dijcontent claps 

him in a prifon, where he again exprejfes his 

Poetry. 

OUr Gallant thus exercifed his wit, and fpent 
his time ; and as this Old man, the Father, 
had in his latter years employed his whole wit 
and induftry in gainingof moneys, and enlarging 
his Eftate ; fo the Young man, the Son, employed 
all his in fpending, and leffening it. The Fathers 
ways of getting .money was by ufury ; and the 
Son, on the contrary, was fo great an hater of 
that vice, and fin of ufur>', as he termed it, that 
he would not receive any; and being defirous to 
raife a great fum of money together, he fent to 
his Debtors, and told them that if they would by 
a certain time, then to come, bring him in his 
principal money, he would forgive them all inte- 
reft. There were few of them that ftood out ; for 
the Father having been wary in difpofing his 
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money on good fecurity, the Son had the lefs 
trouble to gather it in ; and few of the Debtors 
failed to bring in our Prodigals Money, and take 
up their bonds. Some there were whofe debts 
were confiderable and large, and they could not 
provide their Moneys by the time, but loft that 
advantage : but again fome of them gained more 
confiderably then the reft had done ; for he by 
this means believing that all thofe debts that were 
not paid him were defperate and bad, he fell to 
felling and affigning them ; which the Debtors 
hearing of, although they could not raife the ready 
money themfelves, yet the Security being good, 
they procured Friends to lay down the Moneys, 
and compounded the Debts for fome two thirds, 
fome three quarters, fome more, fome lefs, he 
being willing to take, and unwilling to refufe all 
Moneys that he could thus bring in. And by this 
means being mafter of a confiderable fum of Money, 
and beingof his London f rollicks, he refolved for the 
Countrey ; and providing himfelf with choice of 
Geldings, and variety of Rich Clothes for himfelf, 
and new Liveries for his two Servants, he took 
his journey. I cannot give you any particular 
account of his tranfaftions in the Countrey, be- 
caufeitwas at too great a diftance ; but in general, 
I heard he plaid over his old freaks, the fecond 
part to the fame tune : but this I know, that paff- 
ing for a man of a great Eftate,and being plenti- 
fully furnifhed with Moneys, he was admitted into 
the Family of a Perfon of Quality ; where, how- 
ever he carryed himfelf abroad, yet at home he 
was fo civil, as that courting the Daughter, he 
obtained her and her Friends confent to a Mar- 
riage. They queftioned not his Eftate, (which 
they knew had been confiderable) becaufe he de- 
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manded no portion : and thus was our wild Gal- 
lant become a ftaid man, if Marriage would make 
liim fo ; but although it might operate fomewhat 
at firft, yet that good humor held him not long 
for he was foon weary of any thing that was 
g^od ; and, as I heard his wife being fo, he was 
the fooner weary of her : and therefore, and be- 
caufe the Money he had brought with him was 
fpent and gone, he was then again for London. I 
fuppofe he engaged himfelf to return fpeedily ; 
but he who never kept any ingagement, was fure 
to break that : And now being come to London^ 
he vifited all his old Friends ; but there was not 
one word of the pudding ; he would not own the 
alteration of his condition, but had a mind ftill 
to pafs for a Batchelor ; for under that notion he 
might praftife his debaucheries the more freely ; 
for he did intend to cheat any maid, that would 
be foeafie, ofthe moft precious Jewel they had; 
whether he did, or how many fell into his fnare, 
I know not ; but he boafted of many fuchconquefts. 
He being now come to London, and his errand 
Money, Money he would have ; and therefore he 
fummoned all the remaining Debtors to make 
fudden payment. 

Although he had already received feveral con- 
fiderable fums, and that more than he had pre- 
fent occafion to make ufe of ; yet not one good 
turn, or courtefie would he do any man, though 
never fo near and dear to him: hehadratherfpend 
40^". to make a man drunk, than lend him 20s, 

But there was one, a certain Companion of his, 
who was almoft as debauched ashimfelf, and would 
have been altogether fo, had he had the means to 



298 The Englijh Rogue : Or, Part 4. 

have done it This Perfon having a Father alive, 
whom he would willingly have exchanged for a 
dead one; and whom he was very defirous to have 
kneel in Brafs, or lean in Marble : This Father 
was a great trouble to our young man's proceed- 
ings and our Gallant having confider'd his cafe, as 
it had been formerly his own, being defirous to 
propagate, and afTifl in the work of deformation, 
had at feveral times furnifhed him with the fum of 
fifty pounds ; and now he being refolved to have 
at all, get in all he could, gave this Friend a fum- 
mons, who failed not to meet him at the time, and 
place appointed with money for a drinking bout, 
though not to pay Money. They fet to it luflily, 
and drank off their Sack very floutly; and whilft 
our two young Gentlemen were thus employed, 
their Servants were not idle. Our Gallant was 
now attended but by one of his two Foot-men; 
and the other, who had alfo a Eoot-man, or At- 
tendant, who was acquainted with the other ; and 
they having been for fome time feparated by rea- 
fon of our Gallants Journey, and now having met 
again, were fo joyful to fee themfelves alive, that 
they drank of their Sack as faft as their Maflers; 
They had leave to do fo, and might call for what 
they pleafed. Our Gallant having occafion to go 
into the next Room, there found his Man, and 
the other engaged in hot fervice ; but obferved, 
that his Man being the flouter drinker of the 
two, had the better on it, and was the like- 
liefl fo to hold it ; wherefore a conceit came 
into his head, and then out it mufl ; thereupon, he 
called his Companion to him, and fhewed him 
their Servants; he was as well pleafed as the 
other, and encouraged his man to hold out ; our 
Gallant hearinghim fayfo,cryed, Bearup^ ]3.ck,/or 






Part 4. Wilfy Extravagant, 299 

rie hold a piece of your head; done, faid the other. 
But although here was a great wager to be 
lay*d, yet there was no found bargain, nor Wit- 
nefs ; and they hardly underftood what they in- 
tended, till the Mafter of the houfe was called up; 
and then he feeing there was like to be fomewhat 
to his advantage, made this fair proportion (as 
he called it) that the two fellows fhbuld drink on, 
and he who firft gave out, and was foyled, his 
Mafter fhould pay the Reckoning: Content, faid 
one; content, faid another; and withal, lofe a 
piece, to be fpent to morrow : They both agreed 
to this motion ; ind drawing out their Moneys, 
the Land-Lord kept flakes, and the Fellows ftill 
held on their drinking, neither were the Matters 
idle; and they all plyed their gears fo well, that 
they could not remove their Quarters, but were 
all four inforced to ftay there all night ; only our 
Gallant had the honour of the day, for his man 
had quite knocked down the other, and had laid 
him faft afleep; and he being on the ground 
ftradled over him, like St. George over the Dra- 
gon, and drank off three Beer glaffes of Sack in 
token of triumph ; and then they were all carried 
to their Beds. The next morning they found 
themfelves more fenfible then they had been the 
night before ; but being in a Tavern, and remem- 
bring that there was 20J. in bank, there was no 
remedy, but that they muft of neceffity take a 
hair of the old dog; and therefore to it they went 
again, but with more fobriety then the day be- 
fore; for our Gallant, who commanded in chief, 
had no mind to drinking, it being againft his 
Cuftom to drink in a morning ; and befides that, 
he intended to propofe the matter of money to 
his Companion, fo that they drank but mode- 
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rately; and our Gallant broke the ice by telling 
his Companion, that upon a certain accident that 
had lately fallen out, he had occafion to raife a 
fum of money, and therefore he defired the other 
to help him to that which he had formerly lent 
him. The other briskly replyed with an Oath, 
that he asked him impoflibilities ; that there was 
not fuch a fum as 50/. in Nature, nor could he 
expeft to fee fo much together, till the happy 
day of his Fathers death; and then faid he, if 
that long looked for day would but come, I will 
not only pay that fum, but all elfe I have fliali 
be at your difpofe. 

Our Prodigal knew well enough that he fhouid 
hardly get his Money till the old fellow was dead, 
but however he thought to ui^e it to fee if he 
could perfwade him to cheat his Father of fuch a 
fum, but the other replying he could not and that 
it was impoffible to out-wit him, well reply'd o^"^ 
Gallant fince that J eft will not take let us think 
of fomewhat elfe, is the old fellow good condi- 
tioned ? does he give you money enough to fpend? 
truly replyed the other, he is very kind to me, 
for he allows me pretty largely, knowing that be- 
fides Wine and good company; there are fuch 
tranfitory things as women to be had ; for keep- 
ing a good Girl himfelf, who is an old Knave, he 
knows the necefflty of thofe mortals for us that 
are young. How, replyed our blade, does he 
keep a Wench? then I have a fure expedient to 
make him tip off the perch in a fliort time. You 
may be deceived replyed the other, for as he is 
old, fo he is tough and hath been a long time ac- 
cuftomed to Venus Wars. Well that matters 
not, reply'd our Gallant but if you will douW^ 
my money, (for I muft be at fome charge) I will 
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undertake and warrant to fend your Father into 
the other world in a very fliort time. No reply'd 
the other I will have no hand in Murther efpe- 
cially there being Parricide in the cafe. I tell thee, 
reply'd our undertaker, there (hall be no hazard 
of the Law, no not fo much guilt lye upon you nor 
me, whether as Phyfitians (who are authorized to 
kill) are guilty of to their Patients, and (hall be 
both fafe and fure. Well how is it then reply'd 
our Companion. You fay, faid our Gallant, your 
Father is very old, and loves a Wench. Why then 
faid our undertaker, all my buflnefs is but to know 
this Wench and be acquainted with her, and then 
the buflnefs is done, and that without fail. Thus 
much he told his Companion, but would not 
(though he importuned him) tell him any thing 
more. And thereupon he feeing that he could 
not at prefent get any thing more out of him, and 
withal affuring him that there was no danger in 
Law; the one concludes to aft, and the other to 
aflifk in the enterprize. Accordingly that very 
afternoon our Extravagant was condufted by his 
Companion to the place where his Fathers Lady 
of pleafure refided. This young Woman whom 
he was fo defirous to be acquainted withal lived 
with one that was more antient, and whom 
(he called Aunt, and they two together with a 
Maid-fervant that attended them both made up 
this little Family, in regard (he lived thus pri- 
vately, he found it would be more difficult then or- 
dinary to get accefs, but the next day an opportu- 
nity fell out very convenient. For the old man 
(according to his cuftom) having fent in Proviflon 
for Dinner, came at noon to Dine with his Mif- 
trefs, and about three of the Clock he and his Mif* 
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trefs and the Old Woman refolved on a walk. 
Our undertaker was fo diligent that he attended 
them at fome diftance, and they going into a Pub- 
lique houfe, he alfo went thither and took a Room 
next to their's. The Old Man treated his Miftrefs 
with Cakes and Ale, and fuch other Provifion as 
the place afforded, and after they had fufficiently 
regalled themfelves, the old man he muft go about 
an affair of importance, and therefore he muft 
leave them. Our Undertaker was glad to hear of 
that, and expefled the happy minute of his de- 
parture, but he found that they all left the houfe 
together, wherefore he put himfelf in the way that 
they were to come, and walking foftly permitted 
the two Women to overtake him. He being a 
fufficient Courtier wanted not pretence fufficient 
to enter himfelf into their company, and the Wo- 
men were not fo referved as to diftafte or diflike 
the proffered fervice of his meen and quality. 

The walk they were to take er'e they came to 
their quarters was confiderable and thereby he 
had the opportunity to difcourfe with the young 
beauty, which was not only handfom but of a 
pleafant converfation. He knowing how far their 
journey reached offered them a Glafs of Wine. 
The young woman wholly declined the propofi- 
tion, wherefore he applyed himfelf to the Old 
one; and her he over-ruled, fo that they put in at 
the next Tavern. He promifed them only one 
quart qf Wine, but they drank three or four e're 
they parted, he did fo Court the old Woman thatfhe 
tookoffherliquorfreely,andmadeherfoopenheart- 
ed that (he difcovered many of her copious fecrets 
with the Old Man, who alfo fimpered at the writal of 
them^ our Gallants chief bufinefs being to win the 
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■young woman, thought that the neareft way to do 
it, was to gain the Old, and therefore he not only 
-jplyed her with Wine but gave her fome halfe- 
c^rown pieces, at the fight of this (he called him 
Son and told him he fhould be welcome. 

He pulling out his money difcovered fome fair 
IVf edals which he (hewing to the young woman^ 
a^nd (he feeming to like, he forced her to accept 
of them, thus he having laid the bait, did not 
queftion but the Fifli would in time be taken, he 
only waited on them to their Lodgings that night, 
but promifmg to revifit them the next day, nei- 
ther was he worfe then his word, but before hand 
lie fent feveral bottles of Wine. 

And at this fecond converfe he made fo large a 
progrefs in his bufmefs, that he difcovered that 
fhe was not difpleafed with his Company ; He 
finding her thus eafie, proceeded as far as he could 
with her to the main point, but (he checked him 
there, being refolved not to be won fo eafily ; but 
he refolving not to make Childrens Shoes, follow- 
ed fo clofe that he brought her to his bent, and 
received the fatisfaftion he defired, She not dif- 
trufting the mifchief that was intended her, gave 
him all freedom with her, and he was feldom 
out of her Company but when the Old Man had 
appointed to be with her, our undertaker ftill re- 
folving on his projeft ventured on one of the 
defperateft difcourfes that has been heard of. 

It is not to be queftioned but that he who had 
been fo Univerfal a Courtier of Women, and that 
of all forts, had met with thofe one time or an- 
other that had paid him off, and he was ufed to 
brag himfelf to be more then a Gentlemen, for 
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he had been oftner then three times at Haddam, 
he was fo well acquainted with all the effefls of 
that difeafe, and the Remedies againfl it that he 
made nothing of it, and he knew feveral of his 
quondam Ladies who were then well peppered, 
to one of thefe he went, and it was not very dif- 
ficult for him to purchafe that of them which they 
would very gladly be rid off : and therefore he 
eafily attained his defires, and being thus accom- 
panied, he went to his frefh Miflrefs, and made 
her participate in that difeafe which (he had till 
then been a ftranger to, and the Old Man com- 
ing foon after in his turn and thinking to have his 
pleafure with her, had it for the prefent, but was 
fo paid off that entring into a courfe of Phyficfc 
to cure himfclf of his difeafe, he was brought fo 
weak that he fell into. another though lefs trouble- 
fom yet more dangerous, which was not long in 
operating its defired effefts, for it carried him to 
his Grave. And thus did our undertaker perform 
his undertaking, and his Companion was fo much 
a Gentleman as to perform his promife to give 
the fum of Mony for his reward that had been 
agreed upon, and our undertaker who had only 
made ufe of this young Woman as an Inftrument 
to bring his purpofe to effeft, caufed the young 
man to give her a reward for what (he had un- 
knowingly endured and done. 

His Companion was now the better man as 
having the more Money ; but our Gallants flock 
held out to fpend with him, and neither of them 
made any fpare Our Gallants Mother hearing of 
his lewd courfes, took fome of her old Husbands 
acquaintance and found him out, (he and they per- 
fwaded him to take up before all were fpent, ufmg 
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many arguments toinducehim togood Husbandry, 
and propounding fome courfe for him to take to 
redeem himfelf ; but he was deaf to all perfwa- 
fions, and only flouted and laughed at them ; tell- 
ing them that he was refolved to make his dead 
Father a Lyar, for I remember (faid he) that fome 
Friends telling him in his life time I would fpend 
his Eftate after his death, he anfwered that fo I 
might if I would, but he was certain that I would 
never take fo much pleafure in fpendingit, as he 
had in getting it. And therefore faid he I am re- 
folved to enjoy my full fwing in all manner of plea- 
fures, that I may difprove him, and befides (con- 
tinued he) do you think I am mad to preferve or 
keep any part of that Eftate that was fo unlawfully 
gained by penury and Ufury ; no fuch matter, for I 
am fure it would be to no purpofe to attempt it, for 
I know I ftiall never thrive while I enjoy any part 
of it His Mother and Friends hearing his resolu- 
tion, by this his Extravagant anfwer. left him ; and 
he profecuted his old courfe of Life fo long, that he 
began really to want Money, and had ftill fpent his 
Money before he could receive it, fome Debts he 
had ftill owing him, which fupplied him fometimes 
by fits and girds. He had dealt with a Taylor who 
had taken much money of him, and gained well by 
him, but he ftill paid him one under another, and 
was ftill in his debt for the laft, this Taylor feeing 
his Extravagancy, and doubting that in the wind- 
ing up of the bottom he might loofe as much as he 
had gained, waited on him very diligently for his 
Money, & pretended fuch urgent occafions for 
Mony that he in the end got clear with him. 

Our Gallant then defired fome more new cloathes, 
but he gave him only good words and put him ofl 
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from time totime, till one day ourGentleman meet- 
ing this Taylor in Company, asked him why hew-as 
not fo good as his word to make him a new fuit,(or 
faid he you know I have been no ill Cuftomer,Iowe 
you nodiing: it is confeffedCreplyed the Taylor) you 
do owe nothing, but Sir there is a reafon andthat a 
very conliderable one; why I do not care to deal 
with you, nor no others of your temper, what rea- 
fon reply'd our Gallant, this (reply'd the Taylor) 
you do pay me, but you do call for my Bill, and 
pay me fo fuddenly after I have delivered the 
Cloaths that I have not conveniency to gain fo 
much by you as I do by other Gentlemen, who 
flaying a great while after their Cloathes are made, 
and indeed till they are worn out e're they ask for 
a Bill, or talk of payment, I have the conve- 
niency to enlarge what and how I pleafe becaufe 
it is forgot what was ufed, and they being worn out 
they have not the conveniency of comparing the 
Bill and cloaths together, this continued the Tay- 
lor is a fufficient reafon why I do not care for deal- 
ing with you further, thus did this Taylor make his 
excufes which reflefting rather on his own ill deal- 
ing then our Gallants, it palTed very well with the 
Company, and our Gallant underftanding that 
his credit was juftified could not be angry, but 
however he knew the Taylor meant quite con- 
trary to what he had faid, and he finding his cre- 
dit would go no further there, and fome of his 
Companions hearing this difcourfe with him and 
his Taylor, thought that the Taylor had been 
mad, and engaged our Gentleman to make ufe 
of his, and his Taylor upon the report of 
this, foon provided him with fuch Cloathes as he 
defired, but he did not find the difcourfe made 
£:ood for he was forced to wait a long time for his 
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Mony; and now, he had fpun a fair thread his mony 
was almoft all gone, and being Monylefs he was 
inforced to look out fome melanchoUy place to 
fpin away the time in, upon this account he was a 
great frequenter of the Temple-walks, which were 
pleafant, melanchoUy, and withal faJfc, for there 
he was out of danger of being arretted, which he 
began now to dread, and this walk turned him to 
a more profitable account as I (hall prefently re- 
late to you ; one day he being very melanchoUy 
in his ordinary walk at the Temple, fees one who 
had Lodgings in that houfe who was of his ac- 
quaintance, they falute each other, and fo walk 
about for fome time, at length, the Gentleman 
tells our Extravagant, that he muft beg his par- 
don, for he could no longer walk with him, being 
ingaged tocrofs the water about an affair of Con- 
fequence; it then happened to rain, and therefore 
our Extravagant told him Cure Sir you will not 
go before the Shower is over; that matters not 
much, replyed the Gentleman, for I will fend for 
my Cloak, and thereupon called for a Porter and 
direfled him to his Chamber, to command his 
fervant to fend his Cloak, the Porter went and 
fetched it accordingly, and fo the Gentleman 
putting it on, departed. 

Our Extravagant obferving this accordingly, 
and now being in Querpo without a Cloak, thought 
he had a fair expedient to get one, and if be were 
difcovered it would pafs for a Frolick, whereupon 
he calls a Porter and fends him to a chamber, 
whofe Mailer was of his acquaintance, and whom 
he faw was newly gone out, and ordri^g the Por- 
ter to fetch his Cloak from thence, named him- 
felf the Mailer of the Chamber; the Porter wpnt, 

X 2 
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and the Servant who attended in the Chamber 
knowing that his Mailer was but newly gone out, 
and believing he might have occafion for his 
Cloak, delivered it to the Porter who carried it 
to our Eictravagant, who now having a Cloak 
inarched off, being provided for againft a (bower 
of Rain that then happened, but withal he know- 
ing it would be dangerous to wear that Cloak 
wUch was remarkably known among* his aquain- 
tance, having Gold Buttons, he marched to Long- 
LafUy and exchanged it for a Coat of a different 
colour, and had Money to boot, and now having 
fucceeded fo well in this firft attempt and being 
refolved to try further, he thought fit to acquaint 
this Broker that he had feveral Cloaks that he 
would exchange or fell to him. The Broker ne- 
plyed he ihould be very welcom, and he would 
deal very honeftly with him, and fo he left him, 
and the next day he plyed his bufmefs, (o that 
in the manner aforementioned, taking his due 
obfervations, gained three Cloaks more, and be- 
fore the week was at an end he had ten or twelve, 
being Mailer of fo many Cloaks he dealt with 
his Broker, and exchanged for a very handfom 
fuit and Cloak, and a pretty fum of money in his 
Pocket, and now he was fet up again. 

He again marches to the Gaming Houfe, and 
there in fliort time loofes all his ill purcha/ed 
Wealth, and now the lofs of fo many Cloaks to- 
gether, having been fo much talked of by the 
Owners, he thought it would be to no purpofe to 
attempt that trick any further, but knowing he 
had a Merchant his Broker, who would deal with 
him for any thing of Cloaths, he went to the 
Play-houfe, and there he nim'd off the Grold But- 
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tons from Cloaks, and the Gold and Silver Lace 
from Gentlewomens Petycoats, nay fometimes 
lie would cut off great part of the Petticoats, and 
this trade he did drive a long time, and as fail 
as he was Mafter of any fuch purchafe he fold it 
to the Broker who received all that came, and 
although he knew our Extravtaigant could not 
come honeftly by thefe purchafes, yet he ftill en- 
couraged him to bring him more. 

And was fo kind to him that being arrefted 
by his Landlord for five pound for Lodging and 
Diet, he fumifhed him with the fome, and fet 
him at liberty, he promifing to repay him in a 
fhort time, by fuch things as he (hould bring in. 
But he being at liberty and following his old 
Trade, and finding that although he brought 
much grift to the Mill, ilill carried fome of his 
Commodities to the Broker, yet he had but little 
money of him, for in the firfl place he gave him 
lefs price, and then withal (lop'd mofl part of 
the money for the old Debt, he confidering of 
this was refolved to leave the Broker and make 
the befl of his markets elfewhere, and lb he did ; 
but the Broker foon difcovered him, and in re- 
venge caufed him to be arrefted and clapt up 
into the Counter, from whence he had lately 
redeemed him. 

Our Extravagant bearing clofe enough fent to 
his Mother, but (he was as deaf to him as he 
had been to her, and was refolved to let him bite 
on the bridle, wherefore he being weary of that 
Prifon, and underftanding that Ludgate was far 
better, refolved to remove himfelf thither, but 
firil he again tryed what his Mother would do, 
but ihe although the Debt was but four pounds 
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would not pay it^bnt if he could get off for forty 
(hillings, fhe gave him fome hopes that fhe ivcmld 
disburfe it, but the Broker was inexorable, w^ould 
have all or none which be underftanding-, in a 
humour writ thefe Lines. 

Ok how tvith inifery I my Mothers Darling 

To be thus chackled but for four pound Starling, 

By a bafe Broker who I knovis a thief 

And merits Newgate and wants relief 

And now Fmforc'd to go Guds Dud 

To the dwelling of that old King Lud. 

IfeWe I pay him I amfoundly cheated. 

If I neWepay him then he is defeated. 

But if he will take half the debt for whale^ 

My Mother then imfure will pay tite Cole^ 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

Our extravagants wild humours whilft he is in the 
Compter y from whence he being releafed falls in- 
to the Company of Houje-Bteakers^ and by their 
afjtjlance robs a Milliners Shop wliere the Con- 
fiable kept his Watch. 

THus did neceflity caufe our Extravagant to 
be witty, and he (hewing thefe Verfes to 
feme friends they promifed to aflift him with his 
Mother, but (he rather chofe to maintain him in 
Prifon then pay the debt, all the fmall move- 
ables, as Cloak, Sword and Belt, Half-Shirts 
Bands, Caravats, and all other things that he 
could fpare, he parted from and converted them 
into Ale. Some friends one Faft day went to 
fee him, and he being glad of Company caufed 
them to (lay moft part of the day, but it being 
Faft-day, the Parfon belonging to the Compter, 
according to cudom gave the Prifoners a Sermon, 
during that time the Cellar door was (hut up, no 
drink was delivered out, all were ingaged to 
aflift and hear the Parfon, our Extravagant was 
very much troubled at this obftru6lion in his 
drinking, and his friends could not perfwade him 
to any patience, but he when the Parfon was in 
the middle of his Sermon, looking out at a Win- 
dow neer the Pulpit heard him fay I have two ot 
three points more and then I conclude, I would 
you would faid our Extravagant that we might 
have fome drink. The Parfon (lared at him, and 
fo did the people who were near him and heard 
his words, but he feeing the Parfon went on, 
turned away, faying come fince we can have no 
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drink, lets take Tobacco till we can, and fo went 
away. 

The Par/on after he had done preackingy cam 
to our Extravgant to examine him privately ybut his 
anfwers were fo Extravagant that there tvas no 
good to be done with him, and now not hetving anj 
employment he gave himfelf wholfyto fudling^ani 
zuhen he had not Money, and his Mothers allawana 
was f pent y hefpunged with all Companies^ and got 
acquainted with all the Prifoners that came tnio 
the Iwufey and this his Imprifonment did fnakehim 
wor/e, for he converfed with all the debauched per- 
fons that were there^ and now he could not ait, he 
glory ed in the Relation of his former leivd debau- 
cheries, fo that at length his Mother at the perfmt- 
fion of friends agreed and paid his Debt and Char- 
ges, and took him home to her houfe. 

By reafon of his confinement, he had cantraileda 
difeafe, wherefore it was necefjary for hint to floj 
within doors for fome time, and take Phyjick^ bid 
he being reflored to his former health, was a/uitor 
to his Mother for new Cloathes and Momey in his 
Poket,fhe refufed him both for the prefent, not 
thinking it fit as yet to trufl him, wherefore he 
gave her very ill words. 

Thus you may fee what a hopeful amendment here 
tvas, and as he was debauched himfelf fo I believe 
it was his defire that his Son fhould befo; for as 
I told you he had been married in the Countrey t^ 
a perfon of Quality, but he had bafely left her and 
rambled about the Town, and though he heard foon 
after his coming to London that fhe was brought 
to bed of a boy, he took no heed nor care about it, but 
when he was asked by friends whether he had not a 
defire to fee his young Son^ he replyed, no, he cared 



"Part 4. Witty Extravagant. 313 

Tiot to fee him till he was about thirteen or fourteen 
years of age, and then he only defired that he might 
ybe him to enter him at a Baudy-houfe. 

By this difcourfe you may judge of his inclina- 

tion^ and his Mother now refufing him money ^ he 

"zznould purloyn afilver Spoon orfome other piece of 

plate, and convert it into Pocket mettle, and being 

once fumifhed with money tie would go feek out 

Com.pany, Thofe that had any grace or honeffy 

zvould refufe to accompany him, and therefi>re he 

£-ot into the company offuch Bulkers and Pick 

pockets as he had known wkilfi he was in the 

Counter, and now he employed his induftry in con-- 

triving ways with them to get a purchafe, and be^ 

ing one day at a Milliners or Haberdafhers fkop^ 

ivko was related to him, he asked the Mafier to lend 

him half apiece, he refufed him, the money, but gave 

him very good counfel, if he had had the grace ta 

receive it, and make ufe of it as he ought. But it 

"was to as little purpofe tojpeak to him at that rate^ 

as it had been to endeavor to wafh the Black-more 

white, both labour in vain, and our Extravagant 

^vasfo angry at his friend for it; that he told Mm 

that he might have foufid fomewhat elfe to do, and 

fince he had not, he would ere long find himfome 

other imployment, fomewhat elfe to talk about, and 

fo left him; aftd now being refolved what to do, he 

went and found outjome of his forementioned ac^ 

quaintance, Bulkers or Houfe-breakers, and telKng 

them he had a great dejire to ajjifi them in robbing 

of the Milliners fhop, which he told them was very 

well fumifhed with good ready Mony, Commodi^ 

ties, Silk and Silk ribboning. Gloves and fuch like 

wares, they liked the defign well enough, and now 

they asked him the place where^ but here appeared 
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a very great ob/lacle; for this Milliners Jhop was 
infuch a place as was very difficult to be robUd^ it 
being the very next door to the Watch'hot4fe^ where 
the Conjlable and watch genet ally fat. This they 
told him would be dangerous to aitetnpt ; but he 
affirming the more danger the more honour ^and that 
he was refolved it fhould be done, and he kne^v how 
to do it handfomely if they would be ruled by him ; 
they promifed their affiflance to the execution of this 
defign. It was neceffary there fhould be fiTje or fix 
perfons^ wherefore they making up tftat contpanyy 
and he being one of that number^ and 'all things 
provided according to his order and dire^ions, about 
ten of the Clock at night they fet forwards. They 
divided themf elves into two parts or companies and 
our Extravagant and two others that went into an 
Ale-houfe atfomefmall di fiance from the Watch 
houfe. There they called for drink^ andfoon began 
their worky which was to quarrel with one another ^ 
they were armed with fwordSy then t/iey drew and 
began a fcuffle^ one of the three runs up to the 
Watch, and cries out Murther, Murther; The Con- 
fiable hearing the noife^ and doubting there might 
be fufficient caufe, took all his Watch-men toattetid 
Himy but he found no great trouble to appeaje this 
quarrely which being endedy he with his Watch re- 
turned to his Rendezvous: In this time the other 
three had not been idle, butfofoon as ever the Con- 
fiables back was turned, they broke open the Shop 
Door they intended to rob ^ and it was fwt very dif- 
ficult fo to dOy for it was not fo firongly barrica- 
dddy as otherwife it might have been^ becaufe of 
the fafety the owner thought he was in, by reafon 
of the Con flables fitting there. 

The Shop being opened they laid about them, and 
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kptotwing whereJhebeJi Commodities lay, they foon 
^removed them., and not packing them up/o hand- 
/bmely as the Owner would have d^me for his Ctif- 
totner, they only threw them together into two Sacks 
they had brottght, which being filled, away they 
marched ; fo that by fuch time as t/te Conjiable 
and Watch returned^ they had difpatched their 
bujinefs and were gone. 

The Conjiable before morning difcovered the 
Shop Door to be open, but didfuppofe it had been 
left fo, by t/te negligence of them thatfhut it up, 
'Wherefore he left two Watchmen at the Door to guard 
it. The next Morning the Mafier came and won- 
dred to fee a Gtuird upon . his Door, asked the rea- 
/on. They told him what they fuppofed, but he 
found it much otherwife, and although there were his 
Drawers and Boxes, yet they were empty, there 
were the Nefls but the Birds were flown, immedi- 
ately a Hue and Cry went outagainft thoje parties 
they could defcribe, but to little purpofe, for they 
ejcaped,and were far enough off from being dij- 
covered. The next day they fhared their prize, and 
converting it into Mony, our extravagant s Ptare 
came to above 25 /. and now that he was poffefjed 
of fo confiderable a Sum of Mony, he was dejirous 
that all the world fhould hiow it, and therefore it 
being inconvenient to carry fo much about him in 
Silver, he changed 20I, into Gold. 



n. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

Our Extravagant puts a notable cheat upon a Mer- 
cfianifor icx)l. He and one of his Companions 
being at a Wajherwomans fee her handfotnly re- 
venged on a Bayliff. 

OUr Extravagant being Mafter of this Money, 
and knowing the difficulty of getting more, 
was refolved to look out betimes. He was drink- 
ing with fome Friends at a Tavern near the Ex- 
change, London^ and it being the bufie time of the 
day, Exchange time, feveral Companies ivere put 
into one Room though at feveral Tables : He was 
not fo bufie in attending the difcourfe of his own 
Company, but that he gave great attention to 
what was faid by that Company who fat at the 
next table. He foon underftood that their dif- 
courfe was about Money ; and that oneof the Com- 
pany expefted Two Hundred Pounds to be paid 
him by and by. He hearing that there was bufi- 
nefs of that coniequence began to contrive with- 
in himfelf, how he might be Mafter of fome of it; 
many contrivances he had, and many fancies ran 
in his brain, but none would do, none would take 
at prefent, however he and his Company ftill 
drank on, and that fo long that the promifed 200/. 
was brought thither and paid to the Perfon, who 
was there ready to receive it The Money being 
paid, he who was now Mafter of it, delivers it to 
a fervant that attended him, and ordered him to 
carry it home, and deliver it to his Miftres, he 
further obferved that this Money was intended to 
be fuddainly paid away again, for part of a Ship, 
which he then agreed with one of the Company 
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to buy of him ; and alfo he obferved that the next 
day all the Company were to meet there again 
to participate of a Collation that Che Perfon who 
had received the Money was to bellow on the 
reft. All thefe paflfages, and feveral others, as their 
'Names, and the qualities of moft of the Perfons 
there prefent, he gained from the difcourfe he had 
heard. He being thus inftrufted was refolved to 
try his wits to the utmoft, and if pofTible be Maf- 
ter of fome of this Money, and that without the 
help, advice, or affiftance of any other. He beats 
his brains about it all that night, and the next day 
making himfelf as fpnice and fine as he could, and 
being laden with the rich Cargoe of Twenty pieces 
of Goldy and fufficient fpenaing Money befides, he 
failed on to the Exchange^ and there knowing feve- 
ral of the Yefterdays Company both by fight and 
name, he foon found out the Perfon who was to 
fell part of the Ship, and underllanding that he 
was a Sea-Captain, who wanted Owners, he bore 
up to him, and tels him that he was willing to 
hold a part with him, whereupon the Captain in- 
vites him to their intended Dinner, and he ac- 
cepting the invitation, and being come thither 
upon a farther difcourfe, he feemed pretty well 
content with the bargain, and told the Captain 
that at the next days Exchange he would refolve 
him about it Their difcourfe being ended. Dinner 
was called for but it not being yet ready, he who 
was the Invitor feemed to be very angry for the 
delay, for faid he, I commanded it to be ready 
between One and Two, and now by my Watch it 
is between Two and Three, our Merchant feeing 
a Watch drawn, faid, I pray Sir let me fee it, 
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and having it in his hand, highly commended it 
for its richnefs and good workmanfliip, for it had 
two Gold Cafes, and defired to know the Price 
what it did coft, the Owner replyed Twenty Poimd, 
I like it fo well, replyed our Merchant, that I wifli 
I had fuch another for the Price, (and continued 
he to the Owner) I ftiall be much obliged to you, 
if you will lend it me for One Hour or TtvOy to 
fhew it to my Watchmaker, who is now in hand 
with one for me ; and Sir^ that you may aflure 
your felf of the return of it to you, here is 
Twenty Pieces of good old Gold, I will leave in 
your hands ; When would you have it, replyed the 
Owner, even juft now, faid our Merchant, for I muft 
needs ftep home inftantly, and I can call on xdY 
Watch-maker, by the way, and when I return to 
you hither, which I promife you (hall be within /ze;^ 
Hours, I will bring it and return it you. I, but Sir^ 
faid the Captain, I hope you will not leave us, but 
ftay and Dine here, indeed I cannot, faid our Mer- 
chant you muft pardon me at prefent, an ui^ent 
affair calls me, but in Two Hours I (hall have dif- 
patched it, and then I will return and drinka Glafs 
of Wine with you. The Owner of the Watch feeing 
that he made thefe excufes, and not diftrufting his 
Watch, as he had little reafon todo, becaufehehad 
more than the worth in his hands, delivered the 
Watch to our Counterfeit, who takes his leave, and 
calling a Coach, caufed the Coach-man todrive di- 
reflly to the houfe of the owner of the Watck, 
when he came there, he asked for the good Woman, 
and without any circumftantial difcourfe, tells 
her that he left her Husband in fuch a Tavern, 
withfuchCompany, and that he had gone through 
with his bargain about the Sixteenth part of 
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fuch a Ship ; that the Sum agreed upon was 100/. 
that the Captain who was to receive it had ordered 
it to him, who was now come for it ; and Miftrefs 
(faid he) I (hould give you fuch fufficient tokens 
for the delivery of it, as I hope you will do it 
without any diftruft. Thereforein the firft place, 
faid he, the lOO/. I muft have, is part of 200/. your 
Husband did receive yefterday, and fent home to 
you by your Servant, and to convince you of the 
truth of all, as an infallible token, I have here 
brought your Husband's Watck^ and thereupon 
he drew it out, and ftiew'd it to her. She knowing 
that all he had faid was true, and viewing the 
watck, & knowing that to be the fame, and finding 
that he told his tale without any hefitation, flop- 
ping, or ftamering, did not at all diflrufl him, but 
went up flairs & fetcht down the Money. He or- 
dered the Coach-man to drive him to his Quarters, 
and there he fecured the Money, and thanked his 
Stars forthus favourably afTiflinghim in this affair, 
where he had come off without fo much as a Rub, 
and that better than he expefled, for he did fup- 
pofe that to purchafe this 100/. it would have cofl 
him the Twenty Pieces of Gold, for heexpefled that 
the good Woman would have defired him to leave 
the Watch behind with her, as her warrant for the 
delivery of the Money, which if fhehad,he couldnot 
have refufed it, and now he had Money and Watck 
too, wherefore having had fo good fuccefs he was 
refolved to try his good fortune a little further, 
and therefore away he went to the Tavern, where 
he had left the Captain and Owner of the Watclu 
They had hardly Dined, fo that he had part of a 
^ood Dinner, was welcomed by all the Company, 
who in his abfence had enquired of one another, 
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who this unknown Merchant was, and feeing him 
fo full of Gold, they doubted not his ability, but 
they were refolved to treat him handfomely, which 
they did, and the Dinner being ended, he re- 
delivered the Watchj and received back his Gold, 
with a Complement from the Owner, that he 
begg'd his pardon for taking any thing as an en- 
gagement, and defiring his further acquaintance ; 
but Dinner being ended, and a good quantity of 
Wine brufli'd off, they promifmg to meet the next 
day at ^^ Exchange^ departed, I fuppofe they all 
did meet, efpecially the owner of the Watch, to 
enquire of the Captain, for his Merchant, and alfo 
the Captain, to conclude his begun bargain with 
our Counterfeit Merchant, but he, although he had 
made them a fair promiie to meet, yet he came 
not there, he had other Eggs on the Spit, his 
affairs lay now at the other end of the Town, and 
although he had made as profitable a bargain the 
lad Exchange-time, as mod Merchants that came 
thither, yet he had no mind to return thither in 
haft. But with all the haft he could, he removed 
his Money and Quarters to the other end of the 
Town, and that he might pafs the more fecurely 
undifcovered; he left off his Merchant-like habit, 
wherein he had performed his exploit, and put 
on Cloaths more modifti and gallant, with a Sword 
and Belt, ancl large Perriwig, in this difgui/e 
he paffed without any difcovery, by thofe 
who fought out for him, but one of his Ex- 
travagant acquaintance meeting him, although 
thus accoutred, foon knew him, and believing 
that fome Extraordinary adventure had fallen 
out, was very defirous to be acquainted with it, 
wherefore that they might compare notes to- 
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gethcr, they put in to the next Tavern, our Ex- 
travagant's Companion faw by this difguifement, 
tliat there was fomewhat in the wind, fomewhat 
extraordinary had befallen him, and withall that 
he was Ihy in declaring it, Wherefore to the end 
that he might induce him, to tell him how fquares 
went with him, he told him that he had had a 
very luck fince they parted laft; for, faid he, I 
met with a brave Prize within thefe two days 
which I carried off with very little hazard or dan- 
ger, and this it was, I was fauntring about the 
ftreets, to fee and obferve where I might get a 
purchafe, and at length I obferved a Coach was 
called for, it was neer Aldgate, and it was juft 
about the dusk of the Evening. I having nothing 
elfe to do, refolved to fee what Company was to 
go in the Coach, and therefore waited not long, 
but faw it was only a Woman and a Child, and 
withall there was two bundles of Linnen. I fee- 
ing there was no more Company, was refolv'd to 
be Mafter of one of thofe bundles, neither did I 
queftion to do it with eafe enough, I obferved 
which way the Coach drove, and went along with 
it There was fo many Paffengers with Lan- 
thorns, Links and Torches walking backwards and 
forwards, that I was forced to Laquey this Wo- 
man till the Coach had brought her to the Stocks 
in the Poultrey, there obferving it to be a narrow 
dark place, and no lights neer me, and having 
my purchafe in my eye, I foon had it in my 
hand and flapt it under my Coat. 

The Woman faw me feize it, and therefore 
cryed out immediately, but the Coachman not 
prefently hearing of her, and he driving on to- 
wards Cheapjide^ I thought it would be neceffary 

Z 
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for me to march off another way, and fo I did, 
returning back again, but not the very fame way 
we had come, that is, down Comhil, but now re- 
turning back by Lombardjireet^ I did hear the 
Woman cry out. Hold Coachman, I am rob'd I 
but I fuppofe he driving one way, and I running 
another, I was got to Gracious-ftreet^ and he to 
Cheapjtde before he ftopt, and fo then it was to 
no purpofe to look after me, for I foon croffed 
London Bridge, and went to my old Quarters in 
Soutkwark; when I came there I undid my far- 
die, but it was filled with fuch a parcel, as I 
underftood very little, I think there was 100 fe- 
veral pieces of fowl Linnen, which upon exami- 
nation, I found to be Childbed Linnen, and with- 
all there was Blankets and Mantles, but above 
all there was the Unum necejfarium, a parcel of 
good ready Money, Ten Pieces of good old Gold, 
and Five Pounds in Silver, the fight of this 
pleafed my eyes, and I thanked my ftars for my 
good fortune. Although (continued he) I knew 
not fo well what to do with the Linnen, as I did 
with the money, yet I knew it was too good to 
be thrown away, and that it would fetch good 
ready money, but in the pickle it was in, I thought 
it not convenient to offer it to fell, wherefore I 
refolved to have it waflied, and in order thereto, 
faid he, I am now going to an old acquaintance, 
a Woman who gets the beft part of her living by 
wafhing and ftarching, and I intend to intruft her 
not only to wafti and ftarch, but alfo to fell this 
Commodity for me. And (this concluded he) is 
my bufinefs at prefent, and now I have told you 
mine, I pray acquaint me with yours. 
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Our Extravagant underftanding from his ac- 
quaintance, that he had lately gained a Prize, 
and by that concluding that he was not in want of 
money, fo that he was not obliged to impart any 
of his Prize to him, which is a cuftomary thing 
between Perfons of that quality, he therefore 
without much perfwafions acquainted him with 
his late good fortune in the adventure of the 100^ 

This difcourfe us'd, the bufinefs of drinking 
being over, our Extravagant's Companion de- 
fired him to go with him a little way to the old 
Laundrefs, he fpake of, that he might deliver his 
Pack of fmal things to her ordering and difpofe, 
he was not hard to be entreated, wherefore away 
they went together. But when they came there, 
they found the old Woman all in tears, for fhe 
being in debt a Sum of Money, that flie was not 
able to pay, and an Attachment having been 
brought againft her Goods, flie not having Money 
or skill to defend the Suit, her adverfary had ob- 
tained Judgement againft her, and thereupon the 
execution was delivered into the Bayliffs hands, 
who at this very minute that our Extravagants 
came, was come alfo to feize the Goods, and this 
was the occafion of the old Womans Lamentation. 

She gave the Bayliff all the good words (he 
could, and they not prevailing, (he fell to railing 
and fcolding, but it was all one to him, he minded 
her not, but proceeded in executing his Office, 
and delivered out to his Man all the poor Wo- 
mans goods, one piece after another, and there 
was nothing now remaining, but a kittle which 
ftood on a Trevet over the Fire, and the Utenfils 
of the Chimney. He told her he muft have the 
Kettle, but fhe might take out the Cloathes, fhe 
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laying they were none of hers, but fhe refufing to 
empty the Kettle, he took it off from the Fire, 
and threw the water and Cloathes that was in it 
about the houfe. The old Woman feeing this, 
and being refolved to be revenged on him, took 
the Tongs in her hands; and with them took up 
the Trevet, which was red hot, and lifting it up, 
clapt it about the Bayliffs neck, faying, Sinceyou 
wUl have ally then you /hall have all. He was 
quickly fo fenfible of the fire, that he roared and 
cryed out like a Mad-man, and believing that it 
would bum him to death, for it had already made 
his flefh fry, to fave his Neck and Shoulders, was 
forced to take it hot as it was, into his hands, to 
throw it off: This adventure was like to have 
proved Tragical to the hard-hearted Bayliff, who 
with much difficulty difmgaged himfelf. But our 
two Extravagants were extreamly well-pleafed 
with the Wafher-womans Revenge, as we hope 
the Reader WiW be; and now we fhall put an end 
to this Fourth ^^t: And, if (as we hope) you 
are pleafed with wnat is already written, we ihall 
in (hort time give you greater pleafure and fatis- 
fa6lion in the Continuation of our Extravagants 
adventures, which fhall be fully finifhed in a Fifth 
and Lajl Part. 



FINIS, ^ 



